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]IE ART CIIICUMCISION.

Aç ii . SUTH'IERLAND.

PN the Old Testament SCriptuCs wc ,,cet w',ith Prccepts and promuises
of a two-fob(l kind :-thiose wvihel wvere addressc'd t0 the Jews, as Jc2ws,
and those which w'rIdrse o tlieni as rcpro1.seltilng the universatl

'~Chutrcli of God. Tliat the latter belon g to ail Christiajîs is minaifest;
for wvIîeî Chirist caille Ile îlot onlly abolislhed wvIat Wvas cer-ellonial, ali

tpalin the Jew'ishi economy, 1)lit lie abolishiec the distinction
hetween Jew~ and Gentile, so that the Geîtiles becaine "' fellow-hecirs, anid of
the saine body, and partakzers of lus promise ini Christ by the Gospel." Thuts
the eliliddle Wall of Partition ', was 1,brokenl dlown,," anid the gloriolus frinciso
proclaiîned to the w'old,-" If ye be Chirîst's, thenl are ye Abrahiain's scd, alnd
hieirs according to tlle .pr-omisc."

This is an important fact. It grretly cXtends the horizon of the believer's
I)rivilegres. It is a kind of spiritual. telescop)e, briîîging into thefilofvso
niany a briglit star of promise, "unmseeni by reason's gliiinneingl 1.ay." One of
these-a star of' the first iiiagniitude-we discover ini Deut. xxx. 6: " The Lord
thy God 'viii circumicise thine ie-art, ani thie heart of thy seed, to love the Lord
thy Goci -with, ail thy hecarl, and Nvith iil 'Ity sou." iese are stronig words.
What do thIey inxiply ?

The resuit soughit by this CC circucision " is to, enable lis to love the Lord
-%vith. ail our lieart. By nature wve do ilot love Goci at al; hience it is evident

agreat change is contemplated, and this chiange iînples, ini the first place,
(leliver-ance froin gul.Weethere is guit there wvi1l bia fear-tormientingc
fear-as " lie that lèaretlî is not macle perflect ini love,." 'flerefore, aLs a pre-
limîniiary ste1) to the enjoymlent of perlèct love-as the iist Stp ili the plOCC5s
of lieart -.ciicmisioni-thiere must ho, a con-scious deliverance froiln guil.t.
Circuinicisioni Signifies the Pluttiiig awav of tiue lUith or thie llesi ; s0 here, first
of ail, there imnst ho the j)llttiIlg 'vaiy ou die sis that- are past. Let this ho
uiiderstood : the lèrgiveiîess of sins, clcar-ly ascertainled by the witîîess of bile
Spirit, is inii(iSpenisle as a startLing point l'r hIe bighier Christian liIè.

It also implies the regenieratioî of' our moral powvers. Why? ]Jecause,
"thec camnai mmnd is einity agitinst Go'], al emniiity ani love are opposites;
ùhey nlever eaul harilonize. Never can we féei. onc .solitary emotion of love
to'vards Gol until M[s love is "' shied atiroad iii ouir hearis býy the Iioly Glîost
tyiveii unito us." Ouir moral powvers ;ire depravo']-e, and, so far as any hioly
effort is concerncd, uttcrly panlyzed. Aid il;, 1y extricous inlulences, thecy
aire somectùnies inicîted to ilnomaenltavy action> it is, afler ally l1 ike the motions

oU agaiani.e( corsea lidcus nimiry U 'l' O restore the true lhUe of the
soul requires a necw creation, and thiis cau ho accoiînplishied only by Divinie
power. iMany caii train or mlociiy, God alonc a cet.


