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‘ot in Holy Writ. The argument is somewhat
{ Yows: —1. The God of Israel, impolled by
{ * po and sovereign love, selected that xace to be
l;%g' peopls,” by a choice which was permanent,
§°, irrevocable and unchangeable. 2. He
.30 them in order to educate thom for—3. A
14+5us destiny, and—4. The love, the choice,
) taining, and the destiny were all for God’s
t glory, as shown—b. By the proof which
\.U's witnessing affords in the latter days, in
%‘ wofold capacity as Israel and Judah, that
TLord He is Gcd. Our Identity, in fact,
tfv2s God’s. I hop. that view of the subject
i< potoffend you? Itise gloriousand splendid
v linking our Identification with the very
'?ge of Jehovah, and raising our subject to the

- presonce of the great God of Ismael! But
% do I prove all this! To the law and to the
Hirpony ! First, what is God’s character? Let
i of old end Paul the aged, two inspired
ugsses, bear testimony. Balaam said, *“God
s¥ob a man that He should lie, nor the Son of
i ithat He should repent. Hath He said, and
7i|He not do it? or hath He spoken and shall
i siot make it good?’  St. Paul declared 1,500
X {%after\vards, “The gifts and calling of God
without repentance” (Num, xxxiii. 19;
2] xi. 29). But, did the Lord love and choose
219 He distinetly tells us so in Deut. iv. 37,
1#3: “Because He loved-thy fathers, therefore
hose their seed after them. “Only the
had a delight in thy fathers to love them ;
"He chose their seed after them ; even you
4§vé all people, as it is this day.” Can you get
piAd the love of God, my friends, and tell us
dots it begins and whete it ends? Compare it
e} the love of a woman for “her suckling
#1d,” and with her “compassion for the son of
I- womb.” Can that failt It can! “ Yet

&)

¥ the Lord to Israel, I will not forget thee”
. xlix. 15). But why did the Lord love and
066 Tsrael 7 To teach and train them ; as Psa.
vil. 19, 20, and Deut. iv. 1, and countless
sfges of the Word tell us. Tos teach them
'Ei§ words, His judgments, and His statutes,”
riu manner He follows with no other nation.
43} why all this? To prepare the race by a
jetul, never remitted education, without any
gniile parenthesis, as our opponents allege, for
(’ggba'r. and splendid destiny; even for the
h2aship of the world” (Rom. iv. 13) ; for the
u%gdom and dominion and greatness of the
Rudom” under the whole heaven, described in
Ja vil. 27. ®And agein T ask you, my friends,
#3;was all this love, this selection, this training,
' this glory. bestowed on the Tribes of Israel ?
#fas for God’s glory; and that only. * This
kple,” He says, “I have formed for Myself.
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LvaT shall show forth My praise” (Ic3. xlifi. 7—

le “T have created him,” He adds, “for My

T

GLORy.” But how is this glory manifested? To
what does it relate? Let Isa. xliii. 8—12 tell
us. He tells us there to do what, my lord, we
are doing to-night, To bring forth “blind Israel
who have eyes, and deaf Judah who have ears.”
Then he appeals to all the assembled Gentile na-
tions, and demands of ¢hem, if they have in their
past history any testimony to bear upon the sub-
ject at issne (Glod’s glory)? If not, he bids
them “Dbe silent as to themselves, but to testify
to the Lord’s declaration,” “Thisis truth!” “Ye
are My witnesses, saith the Lord, “turning now
to Jsrael and Judah, My servant whom 1 have
chosen.” And why? “That yo may know and
understand that T am He;” that ye may compre-
hend My Godhead, My character as your Re-
deemer, your Jehovah-Jesus, your Saviour. He
showed that, during all their past history, when
ghere was no strange God among them: “ THERE-
FoRE ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord.”
Witnesses of what? “That I am God.” My
friends, does not this put supreme honour on our
Identity and on that of Judah? It links us to
God’s throne and Being. He deigns to tell us
His own very Identity as the God of creation, of
grace, and of redemption, depends on our Iden-
tity as Israel, and on Judah fulfilling the pro-
phecies, right down from Abraham’s days, with-
out a moment’s pause or an hour's parenthesis to
our own times; and the solemn thought arises,
that if we aro witnesses of God’s Being, Hig
character, His power, love, and grace throughout
all the ages, what manmner of people ought we to
be? My lord, I dare not detain you longer, as
other speakers have to follow me; but I break
off in the middle of my subject, without apply-
ing it to the condition of our British races to-day,
in the hove that the few words I have said will
lead you all to reflect upon the glorious theme
which occupies us, and that God will bless such
reflection to all our hearts.
The Chairman then called on
The Rev. C. W. Hicksoy, of Bristol, to second
the resolution, who said :—DMy dear friends,—
In rising to second this resolution, I need not re-
mind you of its terms, as it is clear that many of
you are feeling that the time has come to go
home. (Cries of “No, no.””) It has struck me
in listening to the speeches that have gone be-
fore that there is'one idea at the bottom of near
1y all of them, and it is on that idea that ourselves
and our opponents cross swords. That idea
might be expressed by the single word, “con-
tinuity.” To putit in the form of a question,
Was it'God’s intention, when He chose Abra-
ham and his seed, and made certain promises
concerning them, that the fulfilment of those
promises should be absolutely eontinuous from
that time to the end of time? Wesay emphati-
cally, It was. Our opponents say, No, it was



