
CHURCH WORK.

iii proportion to your incarne.
(The Bible plainly teaches that 've
should give one-/ cii/) but say one-
twentieth of what you have to spend
for living I)tiroses; and further
suppose th1at yolu give w-ith saine
littie sacrifice, i. e., fewýer cigars ;
fewer buttons on your kid gloves ;
lower hieis on your boots; less
crushed straw%ýberry on the hats
fewer dainties on the table if need-
fi;-sacritice soniewherc in order
to give to Gou)'s work. Resuit,
over-flowiino treasu .ry ; missions pro-
mnoted, charities helped. and good
work set forward.

IP1ease take- these matters into
cons id eration, and supp~ose y-ot do
try to be faithf/ai, /umcest anii car-
est, flot on1ly in your dealingys with
mnen but w'ith GOD. - LEarniest
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THE GENERAL COUNCILS.

\VE have now reached a rnast im-
partant epoch in Church history.
With the reigni of Constantine the
Great the Catholie Church assumnes
a new relation to the w'orld. In
314 A. D. (one of the important
dates of general history) the Erm-
peror issued the celebrated. Ediet
of Milan, by wvhichi decee Chris-
tianity received the sanction of the
State. Christians were now alloved
to worship unmiolested.- No longer
ivere they obliged to celebra.te the
maysteries of the faith ini "dens and
caves of the earth." Thus tolerated
and protected by the world, the
condition and position of the1
Church wvas materially altered.
Bishops and ecclesiasties were num-
bered arnong the counsellors of the

Emperor. ïMagnificent churches
sprang Up everywvhere. The old
heathen temiples and shrines were
left without a worshipper. But in
this changed condition of affairs the
band of GOD is distinctly visible.
The tinte hiad corne when the faith
which had been so long held, ini-
plicitlyý ]ad to be formulated into
an exf blicite. F{eresies concerning
the natuire and character of the
Lord of the Church hiad begun to
disturb the mind of Catholic Chris-
tendoni. Contact wvith philoso "hi-
cal schools had given risc to many
forrns of heresy or "science falsely
sa called," as S. Paul puits it. The
tinte hlad corne wvhen the Church,
as, the Wîtncss of the Truith, wvas
obliged to give saine authoritative
decisians in miatters of faith. These
decisions were given in the Six
Gencral or Ecum-enical Councils,
which aie recognized. by ait
branches of the Catholic Church,
Anglican, Romian and Eastern.
These coui)cils are regarded by aur
Commuitnion as General because
they alone bear the distinctive marks
of an Ecurnenical Council. These
marks are, (i) Councils ta wvhich
ait the Bishops of the Catholie
Churcli have been invited, n;o malteer
/zoze; feu, may attend. (2?) One
xvherefr-eedomi of de/ ibei-ationz and
71/ing lias been guarariteed ta ail.

()Its decisions cancerningy mat-
ters a f the faith is/ be receiq'ed
wl//i a»p-obatioii by the great body
of the f-aithful. Judged by these
texts it is easy ta see wvhy the
Anglican Communion -cannot re-
ceive the decisions of such Councils
as Trent, or the recent Vatican
Synad, wvhich, by the Roman
C hurch, are loaked upon as Genieral
Councils.

i. The Council of Nicoea wvas
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