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vou will see when I have told youn one or
two things about them in their heathen
state,

They had a cruel law amongst them that
all forcigners who. landed on their shores
shounld be killed diveetly ; and this it wasthat
prevented Teachers taking the Gospel to
them for so many years. If any of their
own people got away in ships to otherlands
and returned,they wereinstantly killed. This
was the case with two young men taken a-
way by Mr Williams ~ They were told about
Jesus, and taught the Word of God at Rai-
ates, and then earried back to their own
land. But svon after they landed they were
haabarously murdered by their dark, savage
countrymen.  They wercalsoalmost always
at war amongst themselves.  People ofone
village daved not visit the peopleofanother,
lest they should bekilled. In theirwarsthey
were very fieree, and must have had a dread-
fully savage look. ‘Their hair and beard
were sufiered to grow very long, and then
twisted round and held between the teeth,
They put on the fiercest looks, and made
their eves stand out from their heads in an
awful manner. ‘They danced about and
yelled, brandishing theirspearsin apeculiar
quivering wanner.  The weapons  which
they carvied were a cluly, 2 bundle of ten
spears,and o bag of large voundstones hung
from their neck. You may form some idea
from this description, of what a fieree, sav-
age people they were.  And they were cun-
ning as well as savage. A large number of
Tongans once came in their canoes and
conquered the people of the place at which
they landed.  After they had lived some
time amongst them, the Savage Islanders
resolved they would get rid of their oppres-
sors, and this was their plan.  There was
a deep chasm, narrow at the top and broad
at the bottom, which just suited their pur-
pose. The top of this they covered over
wite cocoanut and other leaves thatitmight
Jook like solid gromnd. As the Tongans
were living on one side of this chasm, the
people assembled ontheotherside,as though
they were going to fight.  Secing this, the
Tongans rusked down upon them,” and fal-
ling headlong into the pit, they were soon
killed, Their whitened bonesarenow lying
at thebottom.  Another large party of T'on-
gans soon came, and these thepeople fright-
ened away.  They stained their hands and
faces with a red juice resembling blood, and
then, taking some of their screaming chil-
dren, went down to the reef and pretended
to be eating them.  They say the Tongans
were so horritied at the idea of their cating
their own children that they hurried off, and
have never woubled them since.

Of course they were very ignorant. They
worshipped a number of false gods, but they
do not seem to have made any idols. They
had temples, to which they went to pray to

their foolish gods, who, they thowsht, had
power over the wind, vain, discase, life and
death,  When the wind blew very much for
o long time, a large party of men would go
into the woods and cut canes and young
trees, and take them to their temple for the
wod to tic the wind up with. Many were
their delusions, and dwrk, very dak were
their hearts hefore the light of the Gospel
reached them. But I shall make your let-
ter too long if' T write any more about their
heathen state. Al this has now passed g-
way. If you conld see Savage Island as we
see it to day, you would not think it could
be the place Thave been deseribing,  About
sixteen years ago once of their own country-
men who had heen away to Sanoa, was al-
lowed to land to teach them the *¢ new reli-
gion.”  This prepared the way for a Sa-
moan "Ceacher, who settled on the fsland a
year or two after. But hix box was broken
to picees, and all his little property thrown
into the tea, while his life was often threat-
cned, and for some time he was in great
danger.  But he trusted in God, and con-
tinued teaching the people and praying for
them.  God heard his prayers, and blessed
his work. One after another of the people
cmbraced the Gospel.  Other teachers came,
and the Word of God soon spread over the
whole land.  Every sign of idolatry was
soon swept away. The people ave very
quick and energetie, and the zeal which they
showed as savages is now scen in the service
of God. They are decently clothed, and
they all attend the house of God.  Tistead
of the wretched huts in which they used to
live, seattered about in the woods, they have
now respeetable houses in nice little villages.
They have built five large substantial cha-
pels, seven school houses, and six good hous-
es for the Teachers and the  Missionary.
You may wonder how they did this, as they
had no nails, and the chapels are large and
lofty (one will hold a thousand people). I
will tell you; they tie their housts together
with cinnet—a string made from the fibres
of the cocon nut.  ‘They are very strong and
firm, and will stand many years. All the
people are most persevering traders.  As
soon as a ship comes in sight, they are all
busy colleeting their pigs, fowls, arrow root,
vams, &e., to take off to her for sale.  They
will paddle a long way out to sea in their
little canoes to get a fathom of print ora
hatchet; and  they come back sometimes
with strange things they have hought.  One
Iad got a pair of ladies white stockings from
a ship, and the next Sunday wore them at
chapel, but not as you would suppose, on
his feet, but on his hands. e looked odd
cenough as he sat there, with his dark skin
and white anns and hands, but he thought
himself very grand. Many of the men have
some Linglish print or a shirt, but most of
the women wear native cloth, which they



