
V)t j 1omnt anb ffortigni Uttorb.Ie.

al titi Missionaries arc again located on Erromanga. In regard to the flret
cause assigned, that wvhich was first publi,,hed, and wdiich bas been chiefly
taken up by the public, viz : Mr. Gordon's denounecing temporal juâgment,.
%ve may say that if Mr. Oordon's preaching was to any consideyable exteat of
this character, ho certainly erred. The denuinciatious of jtdgment by oui'
Lord and bis disciples were not direeted agaiast ignorant heatheu. They
werc against those w~ho had long enjoyed divine ordinanees, yet who had ob.
stinately contintied to reject the Gospel, ivho had about filcd up the inensure
eof their guilt, urid whose day of' grace was about to close, and when ths ivas
known by special revelation. The conduet of inspired men in suwh zi case,
can neyer be a iule to a Missîonary among ignorant heathien. It is possible
that Mr. G. rnny have erred, but if hie did, it was an error of' jadgntent, an
error, the outcrop eof bis burning zeal, wbich diti net in the least ieileet on
his faithl'ulness as a nîissionary. We wvould be slow hewever te attribute;
even this to him. AHl that has been adduo2ed does not convince us that ho
had gone fat ther than every preaeher of rigiteousness is warranted in warn-
ingy sinners et' what God may do. Besides it dees not become us to judge of
bis conduet ia tircumstanees, of which we can bave but a slight conception.
At ail events it is a relief' te us in relation te, Mr. Gordon, te be assured, tbat
the principal cause eof the sad event is te ho founti in another quarter, thougli
it mnay well excite deepest mielaneboly te refleet on the source eof this and et'
the chiot tronubes of' the Missionaries. As Britons we may well blush to
read, that like the great Arpestle ef the Gentiles, tbey aire in " perils by their
owiI coantrymen," and that these ferm the grcatest difficulties wbîch they
have te enceunter. Let us rejoîce that there aîc other Europeans in those.
seas eof a different stamp. We mnay well entertain a gratef'ul sense cf tho.
kindnebs of Mr. Milite, andi the Buard eof Foreign Missions have accordingly
directeti their Sccretary to tender te, him an appropriate expressio-fiet the
Chturch's gratitude te hina for bis attentions on the trying oe)sicn cf Mrý
(icirde&s deatb.

The question eof perizevering in our Mission te Eromanga is new fairly b ef'ore
the Cliurcb, andi we think th:,t our readers, generally, wil1 admire the manner
in wbich Mr. Geddie deals with the question. Iis Missionary ardeur, temperedl
by prudence, andi bis Ion-, experience rentier bim a saf'e councellor, and WC
think that the Chureb will net liesitate te adopt with cenfidenc bis conclusions.
Ife inded says that it is net likely that any effort will bc maide te resume,
Missionary operatiens on that Island Ilthis.year," mcaning the yea r now
olosed. Eut he strongly urges the prosecution eof our efforts both on that andi
neighbouring Islands at an early day, and we must say that the circunistances
ho bas muntioned rcgarding E roinanga are more encouraging than we had
reasen toe xpeet. f t is plain that Mr. Gordon's labors have net been in vairL
and bis prayers will yet be gloriously answercd. On takingy tho wbele into

erusconsideratien, the B3oard eof Foreig Missions have resolveti to advertise
for anether Mlissienary te, supply Mr. Goirdon's place.

But wba t are the prospects as toobtaining other Miqs*;onaries te occupy the
pests efthie departed ? This is the subjeet of' anxieus ýbeugIit with many, net
only in our ewn Oburcit, but in other denotuinations. We might almost say'
that the oyes et' (hristendom are upen. us. Will our Chureh, baving put b3-r
band te tho plougbh, draw back ? Is there faitb anti zeal enough in lber rising
Mfinistry te cause others te stand t'orward te, takie the place et' these wbo bave
A~llen ln the fore-f'ront et' battie ? The tinte that bas elapseti since the iatel-
liget e,. reacheti this countiy bas'been comparatively se short, and he, natter
~itse f so .8erieuo, and requiring Euch careful consideration, that we ;tre net

!-'eb.


