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discnuiragieînîts. The latter indecd, sec,, id present in our vicw to ovcrhaltrnco
tlîu former, but it will not ho so, alivays. Wc mlust liu in inmd timat it is tho
Loyd wlio reignetli, and lie eaui overrAtO even those evetts whiehl appnar adverso
to us, for thmr promiotion of his oivn iiierciful purposes on cartm.

1 remain, yourt3, &o. JoUNi GEDDIE.
i1 ev. Jamnes Bityne, Sec. For. Miss.

LETTERS FR031 AIlR. DMATIIESzOS;.

The Board of Foreign %Iis.qioiis have rcceivcd, 4ince our lait notmber vrns issued,
sovermil lettors froin MNr. Matheson, whici ive sulýjoin. '1'lîy tell tîmeir own tale of
peril and privation, but, one filet %vhiehi they indieate intit cause intenGe gratifi-
cation throughout the Church. viz., that bis health is neot only greatly iruproved,
buit 8cemingly cntirely restored. The very hand-writing of bis, letters niarks tho
change whici lias raken place, while thecir contents show lîinself to bo alilicet
another mian froni what lie was snîne time ago. 'Ibis ie cannot bot regard. as an
answver te the rnany prayers w'hich have l)eefl oflered thronghiott tlie Chutreli on
bis3 llebif. [n axny Illrwtncste intelligence Nyould have buen mallter for
tha,,nkfilnoiss, I)ut in the present state of the Mission calis Ftili more loudly for
gratitude to the Preserver of' men. And yoL it will bo seen w'bat rea son there
stili is for carnest prayer that our Missionaries may be preservred undor the shadovr
of the wings o! the Ahinighty.

TANNA, JANUAIIY 2ND, 1SO1.

Rot'. and D ar Bro!her,-WV-ishin-g you a very hiappy -Newv Year and inany re-
tomis o! the saine. I euilrace the Ireson-it opportunity of iyriti:ng ynn a feiv fines.
1 arn happy to say' that ive have been permiitted to enter taioni thie (lOties of ano-
ther year under circnistances ofimncli comfort and nîcey. TIhec MtiEsioni fainilies

nro11l, and aill of tlin arc bueily aind happily engragod in Llîoîr %voik. ,Nlr. andi
MaIri. Jolitston are still livimig at Port Ilesolocion, aind probably report theinkelves
every opportunùty. Màtters are net nehi inproved bore sincue wc mt irrotc.
God stil ceoins t) have a controversy %vath darli TVanna ; and is Luis year, ni less
than orincrly, resortin -g to the saine espedicrit to show us wbere our truce.trenîrta
lies, and tchat iL i8 in vain te tock l'er aid front any utiter quarter. Sike',yen.
k-now, bias always been tue great objection of' tIe Tanniese agains t cnibracimg the
religion of' Jesus ; and, straîige thoig-h it May appear to mnan, diseuse and death.
have invariably focllowed in thie train of every effort wbieh bas yct been Miade te
inîroduvo thîe Gospel to this island. Soule of' tîme Samnoan and Rarotongran teacli-
ois, wlio wero landccd here in 1S-42. soon fell victinis to tlic chite. TIme year
follonîng thîe arrivai of Messrs. Turner and Niset dysentery broke ont anong tlîO
natives and swept off great numbers of Lhem. 'J bevy inmnediatel'y blamed ilie Mis-
sienarips for nmakzing thoni sick, and, w'hatever opinion tlicy Mamy fernerly bave
entertained about inissionaries and their work, thîey ]lave cirîce Inoked ualon tlîeîn
as the forcruinners or everything thmat je eril. Since oor retnirn hîc there liad been
very littHo éckness amngnt thi natives ;and, ns far ns that is coneernod, wo get
along as wcll as --e could naturally liave expeeted. Soîne six wýeeks ago, bcw-
ever, nieases broke ont oipon thîts side or LIm island, fromi the effeets of' wliicli
Many have suffered and are stili suffering. Kapuka. vhio, lied been living ivith
us f'or soimîmi time, ras; tho lirst takon ilI. Rlis rrienîls eiffdeavoured, and tliat too
effletually, to persuade humn that ire were tho cause of the siekness, and tliat, if
he stili cont-iimued te live îvith us, they wnnild ail die. lin al length ykied t(>
thuir oft repeated entreaties and leUt us-more fîom fléar cf being killed, 1 tlîink,
thian froua any fear about us caosing the siekmess. Die knew tliat if ihie diseaise
should spread, and if the c1iis should attribute iL te thme iew religion, according
to tîmeir eustom sorne one or More of our professedly worqlhippincg people sblould
be killed, and norme more likely Lhan himself, ase o ad declared hiwislfîneet fav-
omble te us. lTme disease did spread, aiîd. as woe fieared, tiie nlew religion grot Ltme
eredit oU iL, axmd noyer did Pope or Priest more violently hiuri anatliesmAas agaiost


