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THE FAMILY

CIRCLE.

Muvrrins —two and a-half cups flour, two cggs, one tea-
spoon sugar, piece of butter size of an egg, three-fourths of &
cup sweet milk, four even teaspoons baking powder.

Oranas Caxg.—Two cups sugar, two cups flour, one-half
cup cold water, yolks of five eggs, whites of four beaten to a
stiff froth, pinch of salt, one teaspoon soda, two teaspoons
cream tartar.

Gixger Brsaon.—Two eggs, one-half cup sugar, one-half
cup shortening, one cup molasses, one teaspoon ginger, one
teaspoon suda. .

Frien Cages —Three eggs, one cup sugar, unecup butter,
three cups flour, one cup water, one cup of raisine rolled in
‘fiour, one teaspoon soda, two teaspoons cream turtar.

Brice Cakks.—-une-halt cup mollasses, one-half cup sugar,
three and a-kalf tablespuons melted butter, two-thirds of a
cup «old water, lump of alum s1z¢ of & chestnut in the water
one {easpuun soda, threo teaspoons gger.

Givaer Caks —One cup butter, one cup sugar, one cup
malasses, one and a-half teaspoons soda, two teaspoons gin-
ger, one teuspoon vinegar

JeuLy Cank—Two egys, one cup sugar, two tablespoons
butter, three tablespuons water, one teaspoon soda, two tea-
spouns cream tartar.,

Jonxnr Caxe —One guart sour milk, one-half quart water,
one-half cup sugar, one and a-half teaspuons suda.

Correr Car—One cup of strong coftee, prepared as for
drinking, vue cup ot sugar, one cup of butter, or lard and
butter mixed, one cup of raisiny, one and a half teaspoons of
baking suda, add flour envugh to make 1t asstiff as stirred
cake.; This quantity will make two nice sized cakes.

ViNeaar Pie —one-half slice bread crumbed, one cup vin-
egar and water in equal parts, two even teaspuons fluur,
one-half cup sugar; essence.

Leyosavt.—Four pounds sugar, four quarts water boiled
and poured on the sugar, fuur vunces tartanc acid, one ten
cent buttle lemoun essence.

TRust may often be removed from steel tools by immers-
ing them in kerosene oil for a f2w days.  This loosens the
rust so that it may be rabbed off Where the rust is not
very deep-seated emery paper will do, but if of lung standing
the tools must be refinished

The simplest and vleanest substance for cleaning silver
articles is, acvording to Professor Davenport, hyposulphite of
soda. It acts quickly, and 1s mespensive. A rag or brush,
moistened with a saturated svlution of the salt will cleanse
even strongly oxodized sitver surfaces 1o afew seconds, with-
out the application of any polishing powder.

Brue avo Bracg InNperisie 188 —Dissolve in asolution of
iodide of potassium in as much more iodine as it containsjand
pour this solution into one of yellow prussiate of potash,
containing as mucb of the solid prussiate as the whole amount
of iodine.  Soluble Prussian blue precipitates, and iodide of
potassium remains in solution. After filtering, the) precipit-
tate is dissolved in water, and formsa blue ink, which cannot
be removed from paper without destroying it.

Economical Hints.

A strip ofthick paper laid over the edge of each stair
ander the carpet will preserve & stair carpet from wearing
through one-third longer than otherwisec.

Clean brass kettles before using, with salt and vinegar,
to avoid being poisoned by the verdigris.

Gum tragacanth dissolved in water makes a good and
cheap paste which will keep when it is sealed up.

The flavor of common molasses 16 much improved by
boiling aud skimmiog Lefore using.

Dawp tea leaves scattered over the carpet before sweep-
ing, inprove the colors and give it a fresh clean look.

When you want a dust pan, have it made to order, with
the handles turning down instead of up, 50 as to 1est on the
floor, and tip the dust pan at the proper angle for receiving
the dust. It is a great convenience, as you do not have to
stoop and hold it while sweeping.—Houschold.

OUR BIOGRAPHICAL BUREAU.
WALT WHITMAN.

{ Wrilten for the Family Circls.]

BY R. M. BUCKE. M. D.

Fow men of all those who have ever lived have excited in
their contemporaries such strong and such diverse feelings as
Walt Whitman. By the majority of those who know any-
thing about him he is regacded with a mixture of aversion
and dread. By these people his writings are considered
immoral, irreligious and indecent, and again and again
reviewers of this class have pronounced the man himself
unfit to be admitted into decent socicty. On the other hand
W D O'Connor,J hn Burroughs, Frank W. Walters und muany
others, who bave known both the man himselfand his writings
long and intimately are asextreme in thewradmiration as are
the former class in their denunciations. O'Connor has identi-
fied him with Christ, Burroughs declares his belief that he is
the innitiator of a new and higher phase of society, Waltersand
wany more prosounce him the chief poet of the modern
world, while others consider him the founder of a new religion
more spiritual and elevating than Christianity itself.  Then
personally, while on the one hand there are undoubtedly
thousands of men and women, in the States and Cenada who
would on no account suffer Walt Whitman to enter their
homes, #o strong is their fecling against him, on the other hand
I donot believe it isan exaggeration to say that their are
hundreds who weuld not ouly freely sacrifice all they possess
but cheerfully endure any suffering for bis sake. The man
of whom all this can be suid must possess extraordinary quali-
ties of some kind.

Walt Whitman was born on 31st ol May, 1819, at West
Hills, Suftulk County, Long Island, New York State. Hisan-
cestors on his father's side were farmers owning land outside
the village of West Hills. Hismother'sancestors, the Van
Velsors, were farmeis and stouk-raisers, they owned a large
farmn a mile and a-half from Cold Springs, also in Suffulk
County The Whitmans wcre, and are, a large, long-lived
race of stern, rather silent men of indumitable resolution,
hospitable and warm-hearted, fond of children and ani-
wals , gond neighbors. The ¥an Velsors seem to have been
more liked though they could not be more respected than
the Whitmans and Luuisa, the daughter of Major Van Velsor,
wife of Walter, and mouther of Walt Whitman, is universally
prenounced by those who were persunally acquainted with her
to have had an extraordinary affectivnate and intuiive nature,
and she seems to have been universally beluved and reverenced
byall whoknew Ler. When Walt Whitman was stillachild ns
parentsremoved to Brooklyn. He went to the Common School
there, and at thirteen years of age entered a printing office
and learned to sct type. At the age of seventeen and
eightecen he taught country school un Long Island and
shortly afterwards established and edited the « Long slander,”
a weekly paper, at Huntingdon, L. . When about twenty
he returned to Brooklyn and New York, and for the next ten
years he lived in those cities, working in printieg offices
and wiiting for ncwspapers and magazines. Jn 1849 he
startedonan expedition through the States, crossed New
York and Pennsylvania aud passeddown the Obio aud Miss-
issippi rivers, travelling very deliberately and making many
pauses and detours.  He lived overa year at New Orleauns,
and ecdited a paper there. Returning he ascended the
Mississippi and kept on north until he reached the Straits
of Mackiuac, then descended the lakes to Niagara, and from
there crossed New York Stateand so returned in 1851 to New
York City, which was again his home for thenext ten ycars.

Aboyt this time (1851 or 52) he began to think of # Leaves
of Grass,” that is to say the feclings and thoughts (dim and
formless at that time) which eventually took shape in
« Leavesof Grass” began to present themselves in his mind.
From time to time he wrote and actuslly composed several
volumes, which he successively destroyed, before he suc-
ceeded in expressing what ho wanted to say. By the sum-
mer of 1855 he had written twelve poems which satisfied him,
and these he printed in a small book. In 1856 the second
edition was issued by Fowler & Wells of New York. It



