TIHE CANADA FARMER.

JuLy 16,

A Child's Letter about Poui&;

Desr M. Epiror,—1t has long been my intention
to write to your interesting and instructive paper—
Tae Casava Farses, Lnow st dlown to aval myeelf
of the privilege in the fullowing Juder. I feed my
little chicks and ducks on meal and water. Itike a
large bowl, fill it with meal, aud then slake it with
water, and mix it with my hands. 1 feed them abont
four times every day., giving a saucerful tv cachnest.
I have o good deal of trouble heeping tho othier hons
away from the nest to cat the food. It i< not, 1 as
anre gout, dear Mr. Editor, that thev do nnt get lots
o cat. for they get well fed every day. About the
age of three weeks, et iy hittle ducks ont of the
Lox or pea in which 1put them after hatching, and
let them roam about in freedom. My little chickens
I do not keep shut up at all, ecen for a day after they
are hatched, but of their own free will they remain,
generally speaking, s the hen house for about the
space of two days after, iill they gather a little
strength, and then they go ont and make themselves
at horne in the yard and drying green. We have
great advantages in the way of mising poaltey, our
hens having a good mn in two meadows, o sinall
orchard, a drying green, yard, and o fine wood.  The
wool, however, i3 rafler objectionable, as it ix
rather frequented with foxes, who have more than
ouce made inroads on my hen houre. to my great
gricf and indignation. I hope my litile chickens and
duchs will go on and succeed as well as they have
began. Iray, Mr Lditor, how ranch de yoa charge
for giving information, and let me know by return of
post. Belicve mo to remain,

Yours truly,
Miss A, LEITHL

“ The Hermitage,
Ancaster, C. W,
Norte pr Epiton C. Farxer—Though the above letter
was not meant for publication, we cannot resist the
temptation to pat itin print. We are much pleased
to receive such a comwmnaication, and to find that
young people are reading TuE Canapna Finuern, and
hecoming interested in rural pursuits. One page of
the sheet of note paper on which the above fotter is
written, contains a sort of “ Family Register™ of our
little friend’s ducks and chickens. The pen hasbeen
lightly drawn across it as if she repented of givingeo
full particulars, but we are sure it will interest our
readers o8 it has done ourselves. It is as fullotws :—
* Decks AND COICKENS TERTAINING To Miss . Luiru.
CHICKENS.
10 in one brood ; 2 in one brood ; 2in enc hrood ; 1
in one brood.
DUCES.
11 in one brood ; 9 in one brood.
Total—35.
DEAD.
2ducks; 2 chickens.
*« All doing well, and well taken care of. °
We would inform our young friend that we do not
charge angthing for giving information, and if she
will send us any questions she would like to ask, we
will answer them in Tne CaNava Fanuer, and then
they will benefit others as well as herself.

@

Nrw Cavannay Hysrip Grare — “1 ™ males e
following cnquiries :--* A short time ago yon men-
tioned a grape vine of great promaise, and which was
Lihely to be the vine for Canada, belonging, 1 wnnk,
to Mr ArnJld of Paris, C. W. T should Like 10 read
samething more respecting it \What are jta eperial
good qualities? Isitearly? Are there plants of it
tor sase at the nght seazon? And at what price?
And Low shundd Mr. Aroold Le addressed 2 Wiy
does be not advertise 7

Axs - By referring to our issue of Noi. 1, 1885, our
eorrespondent will find Lis yuertivns fully answered
en far ag the qualities of Mr Arnold’s grape arocon
eorped It is early, though further experimeant Is re
qnired to antlorize aetatement as tothe average date
of itariprning  There are no plant=f.rsale, nor will
there be any, until the grape is more fully tested, and
a suffirient stock of young plants raised to make it
worth while to bring it ints the market. In duc time
Wwill be advertised.

Two Qrertes.—4 A gubecriler ** enquires as fol-
lows :—1. “ Can _you or any of yonur numerons rea-
ders wstruet me how o mend India-tabber.

o Is theie any guch WMz as a chwead poche. e
~ro~copr, whicli could be used for examaning poris &t

Ass- L Weare unabie to give the required infore
mation, bul some of out readers probably can.

2, Avery hands ad powertal microscope, come
posed of three lenses, is manufactured by Me.C e
ter Oplician, &c., of this ¢ivy,  price §.00,

Loraro-Dicene Maciuinr.— L. Tl 7 of Lone
don, Co W, wrilvs s Conld you intorm me, through
your paper, if there is such a'thing made in Canada
as a machine for taking out putatoes, an il =0, where
they are to be got and about what price one would
be, Ir you can answer this in 3 0ar nevticue 1 should
feel mach obliged. *

Ass— There ate two or iiree potduadig_ ing
machines made in the Unved Sates, bt g0 fai oo
we hoow, the implament is not manalaciored i
Canada.

How 70 DE<tROY ANTs—"* A\ Corrcepondent™ cn-
quires as to ** the best method of eateniminating these
tiny peats of the lawn and the garden.

Axz—We have published in past mumbers of the
Ceaany Fanxen several suggestions for the destrue-
tion of the-c annaying little wretehrr  Wo subioin
w0 more ¢ cures,” which we estrast from a recent
issue of the Gardenrr's Chronic'e. Says the first i~
* Take 1 1b. of black soap, digsolve it infour gallons
of water, and seatter the solution through a fine v, <
over the tans and ne<t=. Death will encae The
remedy shoulid be repeated until all are destroyed,
taking care, however, not to water the 100'3 of plants
or todestroy grass on lawnz.  str the tup of the nest
on a hot day, sprinkle with the rolaion, an 1 the re
sult will be eatislactory ™!

The second is supplied by <A Vonld-be Gardener.”
It i3 as follows:—*1 have been greatly troabled
with aats in both stove and green hons, and have
tried several ways of getting rild of them ; the snost
cffectual of which has been to get a bestle trap bait.
ed with o moderate quantily of «uzar in the bottom,
anad to put it in their runs at nighic o the morning
the trap will be found to benearls full. Haves
bucket of hot water elogo at hand, «nd inmerse the
trap init. I have killed thonsinds in this simple
manner. I have tried guane-water, and aleo sprink-
ling dr; guano in their paths, but without the least
effect.’

Ghe Ganads Farmer,

TORUNTO, UPPER CANADY, JULY 16, 1506,

Among the Apiaries.

We bave vecently visited a number of apiaries of
varivus gizes, and havea few  thing: to note for the
benefit of vur readers ia reference to what we saw
and huard wlen among them.  In the fiest place we
were surprised to fiad in bow backward a state the
art of hec-keeping is among Canadian farmers,
Very few comparatively, keep bees, whereas there
sbould be an apiary on every farm. Those who do
heep them, nath very rare exeeptions, follow the old
style methods, and know little or nothing of modern
improvements and duscovenics s apucalture.  Vur
Ligsted expenience 1 reference to the matter made
us duffident and modest at ficst, bu: we svon found
that « . oludy of Laagstruib, Quinby and oiber bee
publicatious, tugether with a yuear s vbservation of
bees in @ moveable comb hive, had put usin practical
acguaistanice Wi the subject far abicad of men who
conld boast of twenty or thirly years cxpernience in
the old fashioned way. Scveral bee-kecpers wih
whum we met, had never heard of moveable comb
his¢s, did not hnow be utility of smoke in tamung
and handling Lees, and could give very littleaccount
of e hayits of these Little inscens. The fact is thixy
with the cummon bux or straw hives, and old-time
methods of management, the bee-world 48 a realm ol
mystery.  * Shaduns, clouds, and darkness rest
upon itv" Duee heeping is a venlure Istead of 4
science,~a lotlery iastead of o business, Seve.al

thing2 were {old us % ald fashioned bee-keepers
which they could nnt explaio, but which we had
1o Jdifliealty in accountin: for. I lost a stock fo that
hive last winter thougl there was apienty of hionep ™
Explanation. for want of ventilation the congealed
- aistyre slopped the passages, nnd the bees could not
wot to their slores.  * A fino lato swarm perished in
that hive.”  Lxplanation. they were rolibed by the
other bees, andd had tos listle honey o 1*ve through.
Srratieeat of all, we were lold of stocks that got
throngitthe winter well, bad plenty of howey when
set out in the spring ; Lut they ate up all their honey
and did not make caough to livoon! The infercaco
wasihiat a lazy At ha:d taken the bees,—thiey wonlda’t
work,—aud so had wnething to cat and  died,
Human beinga will sometitoes take fits of laziness and
starve qor want of e bread they might have by
working for it, but bees nover o this.  Iad theso
bee-keepera nsed maveable-co:nb hives and watclied
theiv beeg, they wouhl have known what the matter
was. They wounld have uscerlained that there was
this yeara stange failiwie of the honey harvest be.
tween apple-blossows and whivo clover,—just ata
titne when the quantity ol younxg brood to be pro-
vided for, iimmense quan.itics vt Loaey were needed
for howme consumption. Jlad they discovered this,
and fed theie bees fera few daye, they would have
gaved them.  We might give other illustrations of
the want of practic sl aequaintanee with this suhject
which came in otr way. suflice it tosay that our
little tour amone the bee-hives has thoroughly cons
vinced us that peopie who will stick to the old hap-
hazard way of keeping bees, and will not read and
mfoim themselves on the subjest  had better Iet the
thing alone, for they cannot rationally expect success.
In our climate, there are certain precantions that aro
absolntely cssential. It i3 different here from those
warter countrivs of Europe, where bees may be very
much left to themselves, and where they thrive evenif
neglected.  Itisnot laborious work that they need
liere in looking after them ; there is nothing required
that is so arditons as to discourage auyone, but there
must be some knowledge ¢, the nature and habitsof
t} ¢ bee, and alittle attention to those wants which
man i3 to supply as asmall refurn for the gencrous
hoard of sweetness the bee makes for him. We are
free to confess that we met with no instances of sig-
nal success in bee-keeping among those who adhere
to box and straw hives, and are not posted in modern
ideas and improvements. JBut we did meet with
several inetances of downright failure, and witk somo
cases of fluctuating * luck,”’—gord and bad, which
ought to bo exchanged for steady intelligeat success.
As a case coming under tho last remark; we met with
a farmer who last fall had seven hives of bees, only
two of which had wintered over. Dut {hese two had
“done £plendid this soring.” They bad maltiplied
to seven, ono hive having swarmed twice and tho
othier thiree times.  Now, in all probability, thoy were
allowed to increaso in some such way last year, and
weak swarms with an insuficient store of boney were
rermited to brave our long winter and to perish
with hunger. I some of the weak stocks had been
doubled or trebled, anda little attention paid to
feeding them toward spring, there might have been
say four strong stocks to begin business with the
present season.  The locality is evidently favourable
for bees, or tle two stocks wonld not have multiplied
as they bhave done this unprapitious season, and with
four strong stocks therc might casily bave been an
increase to ten of sufficient size nnd vigour to collect
Ionry enough and torpare  Such increise is all
that could be desircd Ly any reasonable bee hecper
We urge it upon oar readers that they tahe pains
to inform themnsclves on this and on all other puac.i
a«d matirs pertaining to rural cconomy  Why
sbould we shoot in the dark, when we may have ti e
Llaze of full day Lght *

In the course of our aplarian travels, which were
not, huwever, ou eatensive as wo cuuld bave wished

we met with sume pleasing exceptions to the fore,



