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March, but be says: ““we in Massachusetts do not
expect more than a month’s sleighing in March,~in
fact, not so muck ag that? The Maine style of com-
raent on the month indicates continued plenty of
snow, along with & milder temperatire and greater
length of day. Maine has undoubtedly a less bospit-
able climate than Western Canada, for we do not
have any more sleighing in March here than they do
in Massacbusetts, judging by the ashove quotation.
Our Yankee neighbours are Lard to persuade that
Canada is a3 good a country a8 New England. They
gencrally look upon it as n very artic region, a
wilderness of icc and snow far inferior to the Eastern
States. DBut we presume that our Province of Que-
bec is, on the average, quite equal to Maine, while
Ontario it .t3 casterly section i3 the counterpart of
New England in general, and in its westerly section
very like, New York.

It would be very interesting in itself, and would

> {hielp ty furm a basis of comparisoy, if parties with a

y antindts ;‘{( ((! \

e 3 et - « ARCII, with his
lungs full of wind, blows the trumpet of the year
a3 the herald of spring. Ile is a blustering month,
who, though he may scmetimes commence his
career in disguise, is sure {0 reveal his true char-
acter before we have done with him. Ience the
proverh, that if March comes in like & lamb it
will go out like o lion. The sprightly writer whom
we quoted in our last article on **The Month,” as
representing January and February in the character
ofa venerable couple with snow-while hair, speaks
of March as ¢ gome shrew of a maid, following up the
old people with o tremendous clatter of hrooms and
great clonds of dust.?

The rigour of winter sensibly abates during this
montb, as experience testifies and the meteorological
tablesdemonstrate.  We append the mean tempera-
ture of March at the points epumerated in our last,
with regard to January and February.

Stratford ..ieeiiiaiininnnn. vees 25°1
Hamilton coovevuviivinenennnn., 29°14
Barrie .....e.... veesesine ceees 33°02
Toronto .....copuqunn.. ceneress 2090
Belleville..ovenriiennninnnnnnn. 2§8°35
Montresl....ciocvveinaneeenn.. 26°16
Quebec ..., ieeiineensa.. 21900
St.John, NB....., sevnvenn.n.. 26°31
Hilifax...... teerevsssssensrese 20°00

Dr. Holmes tells us that the good peoplo living in
that extreme ¢ down East” polat, the State of Maine,
.Are wont to talk about havingsix weeks’ sleighing in

taste fur natural s:ience would observe the indica-
hoas in the vegetable nad animal creation of winter
changiag inlo spriug ia our climate. Some observa-
tions of tLis Linl kave beei: made by New England
naturii-'3, anl Lhere can be little doubt that eareful
invesligation would show considerasble similarity,
if not identity in some respects, between the two
countries. Miss Cooper says : “ Towards the close of
February or the beginning of Mareh, the skunk eal-
age (symplocarpus) makes a good guess at the time
of the year, and comes up in marshy spots, on the
banks of ponds and streams.” She conziders that
this is the first plant {o fecl the influence of the chang-
ing season. The little chickweed has flowered at
Rocbester on the 21st of March, ¢ Near the end of
this month, the alders throw out their tassels of purple
and gold, which are soon followed by the crimson
corymbs of the soft maple, the small brown flowers
of the elms, and the yellow plumes of the willows.”
President Hill,of Harvard College, says: “ The earliest
wild flower that I remember is the witch-bazel,
blooming at any timo from QOctober to March, when
the weather is mild; at least Ihave seen it near
Newton Centre, blooming as 1ato as February, send-
ing through mec a strange thrill of pleasure, and yet
waking me doubt whether to consider the mild Feb-
mary day a part ofa late autumn, or of an early
spring.”* Dr. Holmes tells us that «“as. early as the
first of March ground squirrels peep out of their holes,

and bluebirds havo sometimes shown themselves.

Robins make their appearance all tho way from the

first week in March to the first week in April. Some

of them linger with us on winter half-pay. throngh

the cold scason.” Thus remarkably does vegetable

and animal life fecl and manifest the effect of coming

spring, even while winter liogers with little short of
its full severity.

Go to these humble monitors, farmer; conalder
their ways, and be wise. Propare in esrnest for ibe

short but precioas term of spring, whose approaching
footfalls make echoes that waken plant, animal apad
bird, and ought thoroughly to arouse thee. Put the
tools in perfect order, sce thal the wagzens and other
vehicles are well greased, and let the ploughs be
ready to start so soon as the frost will let them. Se-
cure evergthing likely tosuffer from high winds.
Care well for working oxen and horses as the trying
time of hard work comes on. If possible, uso them
regularly, and toughen them for the approsching
ordeal. House breeding ewes that are to drop
lambs early, and take especial care of cows that
are soon to calve, supplying them with a liberal
portion of roots in addition to other hearty
food; clean cut cellars in good time to prevent decay
of vegetation and foul gmells, Roll winter grain if
the ground be dry enough. Sow cloverseed ona
light snow some still morning, if the scason opens
early. Repair fences and sagging gates. Have seed
grain in readiness. Clean up grass seed for spring
sowing. If you are fortunate cnough to own a maple
grove, by all means make some sugar, but doiton
the most approved modern method, so as to produce
a choice article, that you can use with some pleasure,
and show to your friends with some pride. Toward
the end of this month, those who wonld have good
gardeas must begin to think about making hot-beds.
Review and finally settle the plans for the season,
80 a3 to lose no time in hesitation and suspense
when the bustle and rush of spring work shall be
upon you. )

Turning from the practical to the poetical aspects
of tho month, we cannot more appropriately closs
our remarks than by appending the following beau-
tiful lines by William Cullen Bryant :—

Thoe stormy March {3 come at last,

With wind and cloud and chavgiog skies;
1 heartho rustling of the blast

That through tle valley gics.

Ab, few aro they who speak,
' Wila y montb, in praise of thee!
Yet, though thy wicds are loud and bleak,
Thou art a welcoae moath (o me.

For thou to norttern lands agaln

The glad and glorfous sun dost bring,
And thaa bast 1oin’d tho geatler traln,

And wear'st the gentlo uame of £pring,

And in thy reign of biast and storm
Swiles many a lopg Lright sunny dsy,
‘When tho changed winds are foft and warm,
And hoaven putson the blue of May

Theo sing alond the og rills,
TR R
ng down the
Are s.msuu out to weet the s

Tho year'sd ing beauty hides
Je'wiiry worcss the llen

4dud (n thy sternost power abldes
A look of kindly promise yet

B

Zuov brh:ﬁ':t ths hopo of those calm skiss,
And that soft time of sunny showers,
When the wide bloom on carth thatijes

Reows of a prighter world thau ours.



