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ledge o n watching bees, which a little know- |  As I believe all after-swarms are a disadvan-
awg the matter would save, as well asto do { tage, I wish to tell the reader, before closing,

Whei :";hﬁ much anxiety in the matt'er: As to
€ apiay lrst swarm of the season will issue, b‘e
to gy ¢ ¥ large or small, I have never known it
the fipg, at such a one came with the sealing of
§W ms~q§een-cell' this being the rule with all
in alarg'e u% after swaxjming g'ets under }'leadway
e SWaaplar?’ especially with the Itahar.l bees,
swa"min Tms issne without any preparation f?r
u n-ce%lat all; others, when eggs are laid in
Wit S, etc.; but I never knew such a case
o noet first swarm of the season. Understand,
Beve, dids?y that a first swarm of the season
Issue without this preparation, but

the se:;?"er knew one to do so. Then we have
Sway, Og of the cell as the indications of a first
rearing' kNOW, all persons familiar with queen-
' KDOow that the time the queen remains

day.. 2 the cell does not vary much from seven
' Hence in seven days after the old queen

is hatcwuh the first swarm, the first young queen

eeq hsd'. If a second swarm is to issue, this
boyrg oledglns to peep or pipe when from 6 to 8

. If she commences to peep I never

o )Z“’afm to fail to issue, unless the object

i°nally bes was thwarted by the keeper or except-

ad weather. This piping is kept up for

foy) ‘36 to 45 hours, when, unless kept back by
€ather, the second swarm issues.

mun tem worthy of mote is, that the weather
tagy; € very bad to keep after-swarms from
og > for they often issue on ‘cloudy days, or
Thene;ea’st streak of sunshine in a rainy day.
y, 'rogam’ tfley come out at all hours of the
While ¢ ™ f_ive in the morning till seven at night,
ly bety, © time of issuing of first swarms is usual-
aj] %c(:fé‘ 9a.m. and 4 p.m. Then, as a rule,
ter (1 ) Swarms may be expected in 9 days
g ssue of the first swarm, instead of 12,
Cluge orle“d quoted tells us.  If the bees con-
Swarm still further. after the second
libgpy, - 1ssued, another queen is allowed her
Y, _Whlle the rest are kept confined in their
arg \:irteli:{gl fed through holes in the cells, so they
® whicy k}: of the same age and strength as the
t once 'as her liberty. The queen let loose
the sam 8ins peeping, keeping it up for about
the thi € length of time the others did, so that
D_r 1 g, Swarm comes two days after the second
sWyS afFEr the first. If a fourth, fifth, or
aftg, arm' issues, they come out the next day
the ; € third, and each other, so that, should
% aftey Swarm issue it would come on the 14th
L} the first.  Five swarms is the highest
" Wa":‘ver‘ kne.w cast from one colony during
%X haye 10g period; but I believe as high as
€0 reported,

er |

what I consider the simplest way of stopping
them when the first swarm is hived on a separate
stand, instead of on the Heddon plan. Ii the
first swarm issued according to rule, the first
young queen will be hatched in 7 days, and un-
less prevented, lead out a seccnd swarm on the
oth day. Taking advantage of this fact 8 days
after the issne of the first, when the hiveis
opened and all queen-cells are cut off, when we
have a sure thing in the matter, which can not
be said regarding any other plan dependent upon
the cutting of queen-cells. Where a person has
not too many hives I find it as good a way as
any to listen for peeping in the evening after it is
thought that a young queen has hatched ; and if
the queen is heard you are certain of her pres-
ence among the bees. If not heard, then listen
the next evening, and so on till she is heard,
when you know you are safe in cutting all cells.
In cutting these cells it is well to shake the bees
off the combs or else you may fail to see all of
them, in which case, if one remains a swarm is
Sure to issue.

. This article is written mainly for beginners,
for all of the older heads have established plans
of one kind or another, which—ahem !—are
probably any of them better than the above. If
so, won't they tell us about them ?

G. M. DooLITTLE.
Borodino, N.Y., May, 1887.
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From the New England Homestead,

THE SWARMING OF BEES.

WARMING is the result of a natural in-
% stinct of the bees to increase and multiply,
When colonies are populous and bees vig-
orous, it occurs early in the honey season,
soon after settled warm weather. This desire to
depart for a new home is usually brought on by
an over-crowded hive with lack of room, either
for brood-rearing, or storage, Or both. It may
also be caused at other times by lack of ventila-
tion, an offensive hive, an entire lack of food or
by the sun heating the hives so hot that the bees
depart without even stopping to build queen
cells. .

In a state of nature the surplus honey of a
colony is used in the spring to produce bees,
resulting in swarms ; the more heney the more
swarms. The bee master changes the conditions,
appropriates most of the surplus and has few or
no swarms. He allows the honey (with other
food) to be turned into bees, or causes his bees
to expend the greater part of their energies to
produce honey, as he chooses. A surplus honey
crop is always produced at’ a great cost of bee



