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preacher may be very clear upon the sinner’s ruin,

Dbut very dark and indefinite .upon the nature and

means of his remedy, He may succeed in con—
vincing one of the insufficiency of his own righteous-
.ness to make him'acceptable to God;; but fail grievous-
ly in shewing the all-sufficiency of the rightcousness
by faith,

Gad, as reaching to the th):pgts and intents of the
Leart, that the hearer is breyght to feel lis entire
imability, through inherent cotruption Lo do it. But at
1bis step of preparation for all the gracious disclo-
sures of the Gospel, his light goes out, ‘ The preach-

_er fails importupately -to direct him to the grace of

Gall in Churist; as that which ¢ worketh in us to will
‘and to do of his gdod pleasure,”” ¢ One thing is
negdful”’—that grand argument of the Gospel, whicb,
alter the failure of all others, has gained in all ages
#nd places such wonderful victories over the hearts
of the urgodly, the. simple holding forth of ¢ Christ

So fully does he teach the holy will of

parts around refer for the light in which they are
revealed, and the harmony of their every bearing.—
You can neither illustrate this system till you have
shown its central power and light, nor fully describe
its centre without exhibiting the various relations
and dependencics of its surrounding system.- The
centre is Christ. All lines meet in Him—all light
and !@fgcome from Him—all truth is dark till He
has risen upon the scene. Lesser lights are only to
rule the night : it is for the sun to rule the day.—
Now what is the best mode of exhibiting this wonder-
tul'arrangement of grace, so that he who runs may
read 7 Where will you begin ? At the outskirts of
the system, taking up first its remoter élements,
and reasoning on from one relation to another tiil
you get to Christ ? "To do this clearly you must
give it the time of many discourses. In some cir:
cumstances, and after a more direct method has
been well employed, it may.be well, . But supposin

in his sufferings, till the public mind shall be some*
what inured to the less offensive features of his-re
ligion, *No,” said St. Paul,. .*¢ lest the cross of
Christ sbould be made of nonc effect.” There wa$
a declaration of the Master whbich an apostle coul¢
not misunderstand ; ** I, if I be lifed up, will dra¥
all men unto me,”  In this they read the secret ok
their success. * Lifted up on the cross by his ené
mies he had been already. Lifted up in the sight of
all people, he was now tobeby the ministry of thé
word.  Their principle was, Gop ‘¢ giveth the in¥
crease,” and * hath chosen the foolish things of th¢
world to confound the wise;”’ thatno flesh (that ne¥
ther preacher nor convert) should glory in his pré,
sence; but that all may feel that it1s ¢ Christ Jesw
who, of ‘God, is made unto them wisdom, and right'
leousness, and sanetification, and redemptiow.”-*
.Here then, my brethren, have we our lesson.

g first, as well aslast and habitual duty, everywhérﬂd

sucified”’ in hi " d&i e 1 as . rywh
crucified” in his amazing Jove and abounding grac amidst all prejudices, ignorance and enmity, 18

his tenderness to pity—his freeness to receive—his
_power to save to the uttermost; the fulness of his
werits to remove the condemnation, and of his spirit
.%o sanctify the heait, .of the chief of sinners. Such

principles of the gospel, how can you keep them wait- Il confidence. .-Aé tho-oantre 4
ing so long in the dark ? They have come ta see the system, and at once set up the cross. Wem

a people-ignorant in a great measure of the first
;take ground ﬁ;t
the King ; and however unimportant may seem to exalt Christ in his death.—establish his propitiatoig

ou their ’tardv introduction, every thing seems to! . ish i iency t4
a preacher as 1 have endeavored to describe was in {hem impertinent, till they have b{;en ad%nit(ed to!i::::zcter "ph‘ﬂ“bl“‘?ﬁ 1t?mfuﬁli)¢é|eir;‘cy :)ourth:];::l: :
g great measure exemplified in the earlier ministry of his presence. You find your hearer asa béx'\i'ghted’where' a sinner begins )his ho %é an)(?l life. To op
the now evangelical Chalmers. "His labour was fruit-itraveller, afraid to continue his way, lest there be alyour pegotistion a v where elss is but to delay
less. It remained so till (to use his own words) he precipice at his feet. You may presént him with a|But having begun rfere what remains? The sm{b
got impressed, by the utter alienation of his heart'chart of his road, but how will it help him so long a8 yisen; nowgsee!ihat it rewains unclouded.always in fﬁ’
in all its affeclions and desires from God; it was not he cannot see? He waits the sunrise. One ray from view’from the pmotest.cil‘cle of your he,aréry 80 tb#
_till recongiliation to him became the distinct and:the sun will serve him better than a thousand mapsithe weakest arrdy lowest eye mny)see Now s,ou ol
prominent object of his niinisterial exertions; it Wﬂslto beread in the dark. ‘Then, but not till then,willlkeep up attentionto thiqysu reme object hy tellin}
a0t Lill he togk the scriptural way oflaying the me-\a chart of the country be important. Astronomers yéur peF:)ple all that the‘Scr‘i) tm.'en te{,. ot g,fChyia‘
thod of recenciliation before his people; it was Dot lin teaching the doctrine of the solar system, begin|Your business is that the tfxa « kno?v Christ ¢
till the free offer of forgiveness through the blood of with the sun. They procced directly to tell what it |be found in him.” Conseyuvntly thera is uothing. 1€
Christ was urged upon. their acceptance, and the is, and what it does. = This is the first thing to belyealed as ‘;'ergai',,;no to hi?n “tba{ is not profita
Holy Spirit given through the channel of Christ_’s‘understood. Nothing in the science can be explain- " {
_soediatorship to all who ask it, was set before ‘them'ed till this is cxplained. Let the teacher of the gos-
as the unceasing object of their dependence and their'pel system imitate the example, Sol erceiveathe
prayers; it was not, in one word, till the contempla--Apostles began.  In their preaching, I bechold no
giou af his.people was turned to these great and es-f radual,ceremonious approach from a great distance,
sential elements in the business of a soul providing %ke the parallels of a seige, to the one object of
{or its interests with God and the concerns of its'their ministry. There was one personage with
¢lernity, ihat he cver heard of those, changes of whom it was the immediate business of their apostle-
character and life, which before he had earnestly and ship to introduce {o sinners, ¢ Jesus of Nazareth,
zealously sought after. ‘ the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and
- Again : 2 minister, in aldition to the features al- truth.” There was one capital event in his history
reafdy deseribed, may make a great use in almostwhich was their immediate business to make known’
every discourse of thename of the Redeemer andito cvery creature, * Jesus crucified as a propitiation
occasionally, his person or office may be presented for the sin of the whole world.” To these their
with some appropriate prominence and taught with'ministry immediately leaped. Here they always
_uacxceptionable distinctness; and yet it may be only broke ground first ; and set up their tower of at-
when the text,according to plain rhetorical propriety,'tack. Just at the point where their enemies, in ma-
demands this treatment that Christ-is thus set forth; ‘lignant triumph, supposed the gospel had died, with
and the minister may not very frequently select such the cross of its entombed founder for its only memo-
texts as would thus constrain him.  Passing from'rial, bis disciples, in the triumph of faith, and lift-
. ene subject to another, their successjon may bring,ing up thut cross for a banner, made their begipning.
him in course, to sometbing involving of necessity Just that which lajd the stumbling bloek tothe Jew
. s concentrated attention ta the Saviour, in some of gnd secured such foolishness to the Greek, they a-
uhhe great beavings.of his work; and then Le wmay bedoptcd gs the head and froat of their preeching ;
S Uoniimucd and concluded, , |advancing boldly upon both,  Jew and fGreck, hike
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them, or that you have a right to keep back. f
are to make him known in the glory which he b;

with the Father before the world was, ‘Yhe love
the Father in sending his only begotten Son, and
the Son i1 coming to be madea curse for us, cab
preached only in view of the Son in the selfl existe
and infinite glory of the Godhead. You cannct
varate the cross for which he came from the thro
whence he came, without divesting his death ©
atoning virtue and his love of all its wonders. Int
same vital connexion is the Incarnation of the
of God. The mysteries of Bethlehem are clos
allied to those of Culvary. To understand ho¥
bore our sorrows, we must learn how he took oul'“
ture. You cannot teach Lis obedience unto the de'J
without bis condesrension to be born in the liken%
of man, In -setting forth the lamb of God, iq o
death as a sacrifice you must also set Lim forth i
life as ao example *‘ without blemish and with%:
spot.” There is too little preaching of ¢ the Wiy
that was in Christ Jesus.”” It was hjs prepa,tat‘g
for the sacrifice. It must be ours for all 'the b
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which that sucrifice has purchased. But the pre®
ing of Christ too often terminates with the eventd,
his erucifixion; as if when the.racrifice was .69
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