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" hundred wvoices.

May 29, 1903.

cent. Andrew Carnegie presented our city
with thirty thousand dollars for the erec-
tion of a public library, which is being
erected now, next to our church. Brant-
ford is called the Telephone City, on ac-
count of the telephone being invented here.
FLORENCE GLADYS W. (age 13).

North Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Editor,—I live in the city of To-
peka, State of Kansas. XKansas is in the
‘United States, and you live in Canada, so
we live in different countries. The Kaunsas
river flows through Topeka. On the south
side of the river it is called South Topeka
and on the north it is called North Topeka.
But South Topeka is the greater. We have
a tabernacie on the north side, and one on
the south side, but the revival meetings
are all over now. The one on the south
side was the largest; there were sixteen
churches united, and it had a choir of five
There were one hundred
small girls that sang in the choir, and
they were called Sunbeams, and the boys
were called Moonbeams. Evangelist Wil-
Jiams led the meetings, and Mr. Hicks, the
singer, had charge of the choir. ;

The tabernacle on the north side was in
charge of Evangelist Oliver and his .bro-
ther, and there were five churches united:

they were Methodist, Presbyterian, Bap-
and Christiai

tist, =~ Congregational
Churches. They had over six hundred
converts. JENNIE N, (age 15).

Mar, Ont.

Dear Editor,—I shall tell you of my hap-
piest holiday. It was when I was stay-
ing up in New Ontario with my aunt, who
had gone up there for her health. My
uncle, aunt, cousin, my sister and I 'had
gone up in June. We had built a.httle
cottage, and had it comfortably furnished,
and then moved into it. Everything was
delightful. My sister Edna, and my cou-
sin Lula, and I often went out on fishing
expeditions, and sometimes also we would
get up little private picnies. Near our

. cottage there was a beautiful little lake,
R

used to spend all the time I could
spare by it. As Aunt M.’s health improved
rapidly, we thought it might do her good
to*go to some of our picmics, and spend
more time outside. So quite a large picnic
was planned, and all the preparations were
made. On the morning of the picnic, Ed-
na, Lula and I crept softly outside, and
we went out to a pumpkin-field near by,
and gathered as many pumpkins as we
could carry, and put them under the seat
of the carriage which we were go}ng in.
We then went into the house again, and
went back to bed, as it was only half-past
four. But as we could not go to sleep, we
got up again, and in two hou.rs were hur-
rying off to the picnic. A prize of a pret-
ty little collie dog was offered for the girl
or boy who should catch the most fish, and
I was in hopes of getting it; but I did not,
and was much disappointed. A girl whom
I did not know got it. We had a splendid
dinner, and after all the dishes were wash-
ed, we took turns swinging on the numer-
ous swings in the grove. After each one
of us had had a good swing, we went in
bathing, and the afternoon sped away like
magic, and then we had tea. Soon Edna,
Lula and I made use of our pumpkins.
Once in the afternoon we had managed to
steal away unnoticed;, and had taken ouxr
pen-knives and made jack-o’-lanterns.
After tea, a large bonfire was built on the
sand, and we all roasted potatoes, corn,
onions, apples, etc. Suddenly Edna, my
cousin, and I came into sight, each hold-
ing two jack-o’-lanterus, and we were all
dressed as ghosts. When we came in
sight of the rest we hegan to scream and
make odd sounds, and sent old and young

running in all directions. We soon went

home, and to punish us for the fright we
had given everyone, we were made to walk
home. ANNIE M. M.

Sydenham, Ont.
Dear Editor,—My mother has copies of
the ‘Messenger’ nineteen or twenty years
old. She took it when she was a girl. We
get our mail at Sydenham, about three
miles away, and go to church there.
F. W. (age 11).

HOUSEHOLD.

The Boys’ Room.

(Mrs. J. W. Wheeler, in ‘New York
Observer.’)

She had returned from the ‘Mother’s
Congress’ with more than one good idea,
but the first and most important refor-
mation took place in the boy’s room, in-
deed, a blush of shame tinged her cheek
when she went into that little room, un-
der the eaves, and made an inventory of
its meagre furnishings, a double bed,
minus one castor, the mattress so worn
that it showed hollows made from the
sturdy bodies that slept there; the bureau
and chairs were nondescript, having been
collected from the cast-away furniture of
the other rooms, the small mirror would
not invite a careful toilette, even had there
been any commode for the preliminary ob-
lutions.

The carpet was badly worn in places,
and the shade fastened to a roller that re-
fused to go up or down, was arranged pul-
ley fashion with the remains of a kite
string; the walls were bare, and smoke-
stained, and despite the fact that the bed
was neatly made, and the room swept and
dusted, the atmosphere of the room was
cold and depressing.

Going to the bureau she found the top
drawer a most discouraging sight—a tan:
gle of collars, top-strings and neckties,
with the heavier articles at the bottom—
what a contrast to the daughter’s dainty
room on the floor below;

She immediately set to work, and in
three days one would not have thought
it the same room; only a small sum could
be spared for the improvements, but what
ingenious woman will stop for that! BShe
knows how to make dimes take the place
of dollars, and the zest with which the
boys helped proved the falsity of the say:-
ing that: ‘Boys do not care for such
things.’ ;

The actual cost of the transformation was

. $10.05; the itemized bill follows:

Wall paper . .-« s - - s -51.00
Point (mrixed)ooe - i . R0
Nialieh o ol i@t e D
BEAsE POl v v N e e ke B
Shle . PR R e e e e
Mosln. . v v v v e . 200
Enamel &loth. o < v o wov oo - .20
ORrtpet facks . o o s wiia o o OB
Braggheads s « Vo siv 7w 08
BOld BRIDE oo i e i o AD
PPN " 7 P v e RD
$oihan RS T SRS SR e b
Brackets i « . N e 10

2 wire couch beds. + . . . . 7:00

The boys took up the carpet and beat it,
took down the bed and consigned it to the
stable loft, pulled the hair from the mat-
tress, and washed it ready to be made
into two single ones, this brought the pear-
line into requisition, and a thorough scrub-
bing of the walls and floor nearly emptied
tgtel box. 'The boys did all the scrub-
bing, also cleaned the chairs and bureau
ready for the warnish, and puttied the
cracks and nail-holes on the floor margin
which their mother afterwards painted
with the mixed paint a soft shade of drab;
the paper a tangle of pink roses and foli-
age upon a creamy ground was used upon
the ceiling as well as the sloping walls,
and looked very fresh and dainty and the
new window shade with a spring that
would work, was also cream color, both
appearing to make the room larger and
brighter.

The painted margin also helped along
this line, and when the drugget, made from
the best breadths of the carpet fringed a
ia mode, was laid over several thicknesses
of newspapers, the walls and floor were in
perfect harmony. The bureau and chairs
looked almost new, after their coat of var-
nish, the worn cane bottoms of the latter
being removed and filled in with pieces
left fror* the parlor carpet, the tapestry
tacked with the brass heads.

A little carpentry work was necessary
in putting a partition into the upper draw-
er and making a deep rounding shelf
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which was fastened to the wall, using the
pair of brackets. This, when covered with
virhite enamel cloth and draped with mus=
lin, made a very serviceable and pretty
commode; when the mother brought up a

i st o,

toilette set from one of the chambers be-

low she said:

‘Now, boys, no more washing in the
kitchen sink and no more leaving shoes
about the stove and tramping down stairs
in your stocking feet, we’ll find a box to
put in the closet to hold the shoes.’

- The remainder of the muslin was fash-
ioned into a sash shade for the window,
and a ruffied and washable bureau scarz,
while the kitchen looking glass, no longer
needed, was exchanged for the small one
and made bright with gold paint.

The boys were enjoined to keep strictly
to their own side of the upper drawer with
their collars, neckties and handkerchiefs
and to try to turn over a new leaf in keep~
ing better order.

The large mattress, with the aid of hair
from an old rocker, made two fine soft
mattresses in> regular box fashion and
tacked with twine.

: Two old-fashioned blue and white cover-
lids, trundle-bed size, made very nice
spreads for these single beds, which the
mother wisely decided was best.

The pillow ticks were washed and re-

filled, and a square table that could be:
spared from the sitting-room was brought’

up to hold the boys’ ¢ trumpery.” The
sister added a pincushion and several pret-
ty things of her own making, which gave
the final touch of grace. The boys like
their room so well that they are not tempt-
ed to steal off and play cards in a neigh-
bor’s barn, and they are constantly plan-
ning something to add to its attractive-
ness, just now it is a book-case of spools
to use up the remainer of the gold paint.

A Day at a Time.

A certain lady had met with a very seri-
ous accident, which necessitated a wvery
painful surgical operation and months con-
finement to her bed. When the physician
had finished his work and was about tak-
ing his leave the patient asked, ‘Doctor,
how long shall I have to lie here helpless?’

‘Oh, only one day at a time,” was the
cheery answer, and the poor sufferer was
not only comforted for the moment, but
many times during the succeeding weary
weeks did the thought, ‘only one day at a
time,” come back with its quieting influ-
ence.

I think it was Sydney Smith who recom-
mended taking ‘short views’ as a good
safeguard against needless worry; and one

far wiser than he said, ‘T'ake, therefore,’

no thought for .the morrow, for the mor-
row shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.?

Selected Recipes

Apple Ginger.—Two pounds apples, one- \

half ounce essence of ginger, two pounds
sugar, one pint of water. Pare and cut the
apples (the slices must not be very thin)
and throw into cold water to preserve their
color. Put the sugar and water into a pre-
serving kettle, and when it boils add the
essence of ginger; then drain the apples
out of the water and throw into the
boiling syrup, and boil wuntil tender
and transparenf, but not broken much.
Pour into small jars. Root ginger may be
used instead of the essence.

Chocolate Cake.—Mix one-half cake of
unsweetened chocolate with a half cupful
of milk, add the yolk of one egg and
sweeten to taste (about two tablespoonfuls
of sugar are sufficient). Flavor with a
teaspoonful of wvanilla, which should be
added as the chocolate is stirred into the
cake. Leave the chocolate mixture on the
back of the stove to soften while the loaf
is made from one cupful of sugar, a half-
cupful each of butter and milk, two eggs,

two teaspoonfuls of baking powder sifted’
Sift in the

into two cupfuls of flour.
chocolate the last thing and bake in a slow
oven about three-quarters of an hour. This
may be iced with a soft-boiled frosting.



