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A TEMPERANGE ARCADIA AND ITS
FOUNDER.

All who can speak with authority agroe
that- the great outstanding curse of dur
country is “ the drink.” An evening paper
Iately termed it ‘‘the mother of many
miseries.” Weare roundly told by philan-
thropists that if the money which goes into
the all-devouring maw of the publican's
till were devoted to righteous uses, the
pauperism of our greab cities would recede
almost to vanishing point. With one con-
sont our judges say that the drink is the
‘parent of nearly all the erime. Stabisti-
cians declare that it compasses, directly or
indirectly, the premature death of 120,000
persons within these realms overy solar
cycle. Mr. Gladstone has made the start-
ling assertion that the roll-call of its vie-
tims exceeds those of war, famine, and pes-
tilence combined. o

One might naturally suppose that, as a
practical and sensible people, we would
make all speed to relievo the nation from
such a fearful incubus. Strange to say,
we do not. ‘The statesman we havonamed
has done much to aggravate the situation
—unintentionally, we doubt not—-by his
Grocers’ Licences Bill ; but neither he nor
his colleagues have made any serious effort
to ward off the giant evil, he has so graphi-
cally portrayed. And other Governments
have followed suit.
of our amazing supineness ?- In plain, if
somewhat' inelegant, English, it is this:
“There is moriey in it.” While we have
slept, tho enemy has been stealthily but
stendily sowing the tares, and a crop of so
called *¢ vested interests” has sprung up.
Tor these we calmly barter away heca-
tombs of the bodies and souls of men.
Strangest fact of all, the professing Church
of Christ is so implicated, by actual par-
ticipation in, and patronage of, the traflic,
or by the receipt of blood-money and hush-
money from those whom it has enriched,
that her collective testimony is - virtually
poworless,

A Dblack enough picture truly ; but none
too black. We turn from it with all the
greater relief to welcome a ray of light that
comes from across ‘‘thesilver streak.”  In
thesé days we' aro almost ready to believe
that no good thing can come out of poor,
unhappy Irveland. And yot it is there
that we find this great problem solved ; not
on n very extended seale, it is true, but
lango enough to show that it is possible and

practicable. "Tho name and fame of Bess-
brook have gone throughout.tho world.

turmoil and conflict towards.the peaceful

”

What ean be the cause |

Across the Atlantic ‘wo find’great conumu:
nities slowly strugeling through seas off

shoves of prohibition. Across the. Trish-

Chaunel we find o veritable Arcadia, where, |

in the words of one who knows' whereof
sho writes i— o R

It is a fact that we are happy.here
without that which is separating. so many
from God. The people.are quiet and con-
tented, while the work of God s flourish-
ing witong the youth.

Surely that is a phase of Home Rule

-that ¢ Whig and Tory,” Radical and Na-

tionalist should “all agree” to cstablish in
the Green Isle, from the Giant’s Causeway
to Buntry Bay. Meantime, let us-take a

peep at Bessbrook, an Ulster town . of
nearly 4,000 inhabitants. It was founded
as a temperance colony some forty years
ago by Mr. J. G. Richardson. He hasnow
attained to an almost patriarchal age, ']1'1‘1.\"-'
ing been born in 1818 ; for many years he
has been a leading member in the Society
of Friends, consistently carrying out their
principles of a humble walk with God, snd
carnest Inbor for the good of others. Like
his immediato ancestor, his worldly calling
is that of a linen nm.nufacturszr, and. his

firm has a reputation for genuine, honest
work:in. that branch of industry, as high as

' vth.:'x't;‘b‘njoyéd bj'"‘_tlio house of Morley” in

another branch. The Bessbrook damasks
are unexcelled, wo believe, in the markets
of tho world. - It has been said of the goods
that come from Mr. Richardson’s looms.
“Yox_‘\wmny purchase them in the dark.’
It we covered reams of paper we could for-
mulato no-higher praise than that. DBut
our object in drawing attention to Bess-
brook is mainly to gather from its history

the light it throws on the only satisfactory
_ o™ C I

solution of the ever-present and evor-press-
ing drink problem.

Mr. Richardsen and his partners chose a
spot in County Armagh, near which Mr.
Richardson owns an estate of 6,000 acres,
and thég{g erected a greatlinen factory, and
established the colony, as we have said, on
strictly temperanco lines. Tho motto was
“No qulic_—hous_e. " The natural corollary
is that-there is and has been no.prison, no
police, “no " paupers, and no pawnshop.

Only think of London being \[vitgllolj.t; cach
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‘ought to be done.

the health and morals of the people.

of the five items m that small peck of p's !
If our faith were strong cnough, and ours
works did but correspond, wo suppose it
The .hand of tho Lord
is not shortened ; therefore the preventing
cause must lic in. our unbelief, because of
which hie cannot do his mighty work.

It is true, no -doubt, that in Bessbrook
they began well, and thatis half tho battle.
The entive works, wo are told, employ
about four thousand men, women, and
children., Though the accursed  drink is
not to be bought in the township for love
or money, it can be had in Newry, which
is not threo miles distant. There is no
sumptuary law in Bessbrook compelling the
people to abstain. Some do wallk to the
neighboring town to procure liquor, but
the moral education” of the tcmi)cr:mcé'
sttcm has been such that the householdors
of the place have endorsed the prohibitory
avrangement by a vote of six to one,  And
so Dessbrook, to quote the expressive
words of an impartial correspondent of
Leaned wnd Water, ¢ stands out like a gemin
this sombre and commonplace world, and
like a star in the black sky of crime and
intemperance.” .

There do not seem to bo any workless
workers in Bessbrook. From morn to evo
the whirr of the wheels and the click of
the spindles are heard ; and the beautiful,
well-compacted material is” unceasingly
turiied out, to find acceptance with house-
wives, the wide world over, as the product
of clear heads, and supple, steady hands.
Some £70,000 per annum aroe distributed as
wages, bub it does not go to enrich tho
brewer and the publican, atthe expense of
Mr.
Richardson has erected pretty and suitable
homes for his workers, and no Court is
needed to reduce rack rents. There they
live in comfort and independence. Every
house has its garden, so that there isplenty
for the men to do during the leisure hours.
For winter . evenings thers is a Library
Institute, with its reading, lecture, and
recreation rooms. Thero is a dispensary,
supported by a common sick fund, to which
all contribute their quota. There are ex-
cellent schools, supported also by a small
goneral tax, in proportion to the size of the
family, There is a savings bank, the|
depositors in which receivo four percent
interest ; some of these have placed thero
goodly sums to meet the calls of the in-
ovitable rainy day. No sort of favoritism
is shown-in matters of religious creed ; for
thero are five places of worship—Episcopal,
Prosbyterian, Wesleyan, Society of Friends,
and Roman Catholic.  All these are sup-
ported by their congregations without tho

aid.af anw.awgteh from tho State. Like an
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