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REV. GRIFFITH JOHN.

For mure than thirty years Rev. Griffith
John has labored in China under the
auspices of the London Missionary Socicéty,
and by Dis speeches and writings has ex-
cited a deepand widespread intevest among
the English speaking nations in the great
work of vpening Central China to Christian
missions.  Others have had more tragic
tales to tell, but no missionary. of recent
times has enkindled deeper emotions in the
breasts of old and young than he, when he
has related, -in words on fire of God, the
simple tale of what God has done for him
and his beloved Chinese converts.

The first impression of everyone who
meets Mr. John is that he was born to be
a missionary. The conviction deepens as
you converse with him.  One more gifted
with the human qualities which arc so ad-
vantagdous-in ¢ winning souls,” or endued
with more of the tact and power needful o
“hecomo all things to all men,” could not

be imhgined. A charming frankness, both

i specch and manner ; the power to put a .

question which would entail a confession,
in such & way as to extract that admission
withoutb giving offence; a voice which con-
veys sympathy through the medium of the
simplest words ; and an casy self-possession
which wing confidence yet ensures respect.
These ave combined.with a strong and at-
tractive physique, ‘great intelligence and
-energy ; whilst,beyond all,is a power which
makes you feel that you are with one n
whom dwellsthe *fulness of the Spivit,” and
“whois ¢ furnished completely unto every
“woud work.”  The involuntary culogium,
recently passed by one of the heathen,
whose claims he had been opposing, was,
*That Foreign teacher was a good man,” '

T My, Johin’s preaching there is great
power of expression. e Jias equal control
_over his thoughts and his feclings,and main-
Staing o fair balance, heing free from the
“eoldness of the philosdhherand the ravings
of the enthusiast. The simple langunge,
cand aptillusteations adopted, always suflice
to convey the- thought or emotion,  In
“this he shows sume of the chief require.
metits of the ovator.  There is also a clenr
and well-modulated  voice, the persuasive
carnestness of which his a péculiar power
Jover heathen people unaceustomed to
such addresses. '

That lic has great Nnguistic aptitude is
‘evident from the faek that in ‘Sixteen
:months after his arrival in China, he wis
able to preach in Chinese so as to coimmand
the unqu.nhhul admivation of those who
were well acquainted with the language.
Bosides tlieso ('llx.xliﬁc.»timls, our brother
has strong faith that it has “pleased God to
reveal'his Son in him, that he might pred.ch
him among the heathen.”

It may interest our readers to know some-
thing of his carly. ]lfb. Hu was born:ab |
Swansea, in 1831, of parents who were re-
fdrkable for their Christian zeal and pu,t;y

Mr. John's mother died’ of chole A in
1834.  When about eight years, of age; he
was received as a mémhgr of . Ebenezer
Chapel, Swansea, and even then he fre-
quently took part in the public prayer |
meetings, Shortly after. this, he entered
the employ of Mr. Williams of Onllwyn,
who was a godly man, and soon perceived
the promising character of the lad. Iein-

therefore, .occasioned when he suddenly
withdrew from all public efforts, justifying
his conduct by in_odesb references to his
yquth,'nild consequent inexperience, For
& tiine he exercised his giftsin more private
forms of Christian work,” At length, yicld-
Hing to the solicitations of his wminister, and
‘the mote prudent counsels of his friends, in
his’ sixteentlh year he recommenced his
pulpit efforts in different parts of the prin-
icipality, and with similar results. Every-
‘whero he wenb ib was soon manifest that in

Grllhth Jo]m God was propzumg a mighty
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vn,t.d him to become an mnmtc of lus

house, and treated hint. with gieat kind<.
Here, at Lho early age of fuurt(.(.u,;
e Cln‘isbums] Svans, the Apostle of . \\ ales, |

ness.
he began to preach i in \\’dsh.

From the frst he gave evidence of. pu‘s'-’

sessing oratorienl gifts of the highest Ul‘d(,l"
The people . were dolwlmud to hear lum,
and invitations flowed ‘in from various
churches in Lhe ngighborhood, - Awmong
the crowded .Ludmnccs nauy wers " heard to
say, * What mannor of child is'this I’ and
the strongest hopes” were entertained that
a'brilliant future awaited him in-the minis-

try of the Gospel. Much surprise was,

witness for Himself, and px'cdicl;ion% were
,uob'w.iutin'r of afame and carcer of useful-
mss 'ts wreat as” that of thie vum"ttcd

It was represented that a course of study
.wuuld be of great bgnchb, and-hisi father
asked tho Rev. 12, Jacob, ' who was then
minister of” Khenezer Chapel, b\'.'msou, if
the would teach Griffith « little.” . The
kind-hearted pastor had given helpto other
young men who wero prepating for the
lmmstny, g0, in N ovunbcr 1848, he won_b
to reside with. Mr. Jacob and remained

unnl 1850, when he { e Bregon Cols

— —

A with! blessm" to thousands; -
| ing England, in 1855, he murried Miss M.

uLy .ul.]omin«r,'luul ‘tbout; ‘400,000 more.

In 1849, his father died of the same
complaint as his mother.  The bitter grief
which he manifested at the grave so
kindled the compassion of Mr. Jacob that
he said he should never know tlie lnck of
an carthly father ro long as ho'lived.  The
relationship thus formed has been main-
tained with touching ardor on both sides to
this day. -

From his own statement to a personal
friend, we learn that he applied himself
carnestly to study, with much success, and
entertained the hope of -becoming a popu-
lar pregcher. Whilst indulging - in this
prospect, God met him and cast out the
carthly ambition, and inits place inspired
a desire to be o missionary to the heathen,’
Friends romonstrated and mgucd in vain
about homeo claims—the Macedonian ¢ry
wag being iterated by the Spivit in his
heart. At first his thoughts turned to-

wards' Madagascar. .Pbl'h-lp.‘§ the f: ct ‘pf
‘his flune b_cuq?r She-dinightel of o
first missionaties in that laiid had prom pted
this fcelmrr but after a furthef course’ of
study ab Bedfor(l;,‘]w. 1éft -himself. .in ‘the
hands of the Dirdetors of “tho  London
Missionary ,Socloty, awho appointed him to,
' ecision wluch has Dbecn- fraught
Before leav-

lege.

A

J. Griffiths, * daughter of Rev.” David
Griftiths, who, labored for many years in
Madagascar,” Mrs: Joln was o very effee-
tive worker, and did much good in a quict
w:ty R . .

“He first cntcu,d upon fm'ewn service ab
bh.mulhu, whu'u muoh uscful information

was gained. «-Bdside the ordinary work of
the stationié coioperated in pioncer efforts
by accompanying Rev. Dr. Edkins in 1857
to Svochow, Tn 1858 he established sta-
tions at Sung Kiang, and other places.  In

July, 1861, in company - with® Rev. R,
Wilsen, B.A., he removed to H.mkow and
Taid Lhu fuund.ct;mn of a pu‘m.mcnb “station
in’ that ;eity, which is the plmupu.l placo
fur-commeree ‘in- Central Chiua, and then
conitained i bout; 800,000 peopl‘., whilst the

With ch.u‘act,(,nstw promptuess Mr. John
pre.u.ht.d t;‘ o first dny of his entry into
llnnl\owf -’lt, hag .Ll\V:lyS been so with our
I)rut,lmr—lvork first, personal matters after-

wardz. And “only this cuthusiasm and
capability forarduous toil could have made
tho ]llSLOly"ut this Mission such a long
series of s ccesses. No one can read
thlouu'h Ius mmual reportsand letters with-
out- seeing .-tlmb underneath all-the facts
nnmated bh' L runs an mdumlmblo spirit

Between Aprll and. Septcmber 1868 he
travelled over 3,008 nules, visited Chengtu,
capital of Sichuan,.:and - Han-chung,. in
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