
THE ENQUIRERh

-every pubUe authority or tending to weaken that moral force ».
necessary for securing that protection whiclh we have a right to
claim fron them.

Herefollow the rejectedreßections led into on theperusal of that
part of the Speech alluded to, and reported, at the 'head of this
article.

What loyal subject ! what true and faithful Canadi-
an, what man living under the Britiuh Constitution can read the
Speech fron the Throne on the proroguing or the Provincial Le-
gislature without shuddering, without feelings of the deepmest an-

Is it then really true that Government is palsied and
powerless ? Oh yes ! it must beso, or else our noble gevernorwould
not have ven-tured to teli it us in sé'solenmn a manner. Where then
shall we look for protection ? Are we then to see our lives expo-
sed to the nercy of ev'r lawless ruffia'n; our liberty constantly
imenacel; o4g 'property aiaàled;ctur wives and daughters ràvisl-
ed; are,we in fine threatened welh ail te horrors'efanardby? For-
bid it Heaven ! Let us hope that the worthy Repiséritative ofour
Sovereign will find in his own'euergxy the neâns of reservirg us
fromn the impending evil. Let us Föpe that his ti' and experi-
-enced wisdorn will suggest the proper .redyfor dotiuterneting the-
political disease, and enable him to sùeer safely thL Êablic .vessei
amidst the breakers with which she is surrounded.

On reading this, many wil1 exclaim that thel;ieture
is exaggerated and it may be so. .But can any one say, that.alth«'
not probable, things shall not .rçach that. extremity; that the
absence of a protecting power caunot lead to that climax of so.d
cial disorganization! It is therefQre the duty qf every true patriot
to come forward and shew his decided resolution. to len< bis. as-
sistançe against the impnending danger. -Happily ye live under a
Constitution .fomwhich we many derive the mvst eicacioý.means
-ofaverting it.

The wora-Cons-itution-is in every body's mouth,
but'from that which we see and hear every day, one is led to con-

-clude that, though the name be thus generally known, the idea at-
tached to the word itself is clearly understood by few. We May,
-go farther and say that the true meaning -of that word, has like
that of many others, never as yet been clearly and intelligibly de-
firfed. During the French Revolution it was every where posi-
-tively asserted that that Country had no Constitution. On the
question Vng put how it was possible that so populous an asso-
ciation as the Country contained, could have subsisted s many
wcenturies without a Constitutioh? A shrug of the shoulders .was


