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2aered Idyls. A inetrical version of Solomon's Song, with appropriate
explanations. By Pxca'. J.A-hs STRtONO. Hunt & Eaton, ÈJew York.
Cranston & Stove, Cincinnati. Wm. l3riggs, Toronto. Cloth, gilt, $1.50.
The turniiîz of this most ancient dramatic; composition into English

verse, and reproducing the spirit in the phraseology and thoughit of modern
times, is itself an exposition of the Canticles, whichi surpasses many of the
labored commentaries that have been ivritten upon it. The author accepts
the Solomonic authorship, that it was written on the marriage of that
rnonarcli to the Egyptian princess. The forty-fiftli Psalm, he regards as a
key to the iniagery and miany allusions of the poem, and views it as a
description of the week's wedding festivities. He has treated the book
:from. a Christian point of view, and conceives the song as belonging "1te the
Messianio prophecies of the Old Testament, and is tiierefore prolepticat in
its application to the final espousal of the Redeemer and Bis Ohureli.» It
does seern that Professor Strong has cauglit both the spirit and the idea of
the poem ; and while rising above the objective basis of mere secular luis-
tory, hie lias not been carried away in faney by a subjective view of it. Its
elucidation i5 so clear and enchanting that one reads it with the interest
and fascination of a perusal of Longfellow's «"Evangeline. " lai an appen-
dix lie critically elucidates the scope and style, authenticity and canonicity of
the book, and vindlicates luis exposition and interpretation. The style of
binding makes this a book for the drawig-room, and its style certainly fits
it, for the casual reader as well as the critical student. It should lie found
on the ta:ble in all our homes.

The Gospel of St. Mattheiv. By J. Mo--no, Gin3soN, M.A., L.D. Cloth 8vo,
450 pp. Willard Tract Depository, Toronto. Price $2.

This is the ]ast volume of the Expositor's Bible, which. is beingr edited
by Rey. IV. Robertson Nicol, M.A., LL.D., Editor of the Expositor.
Àlready during the past three years expositions have been issudd on Genesis,
Exodus, lst and 2nd Samuel, Judges, Ruth, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Mark, the
Episties and Revelation of John, Hebrews, Colossians, 1 Corinthians and
the pastoral episties. Critical, doctrinal, homiletical and exegetical coin-
mentaries are ail necessary and useful, but îione can be rcafly more helpful
to the preacher and teaeher than the expository. If tlue volume before us
is a sample, of the " Expositor's Bible," wve would pronounce it the best series,
as an aid to expository preaching, yet issued. The author of " The Ages
before Moses, " "The Mosaf o Era, " etc., lias, in his exposition of Matthew,
taken ,up the Gospel under the following subjects: The Conîing of the
Christ, lis lueception, Bis lerald, Bis Baptism, Bis Temptation, Begin-
ning of Bis Galilean Mnistry, The Gospel of tîje Kingdom, The Signs
of the Ringdoin, The Xing's Ambassadors, The Shadow of thic Cross, The
l'arables of the K.ingdom, The Crisis in Galilce, The New Departure, Last
Words nt Capernauni, Last Days in Peroea, To Jerusalemn, Confioet in the
Temiple, The Prophecy on the Mount, The Great Atonement Day, The
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