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enougb, how% shall 1 blame Persimmoris for counting very largely
upon the course of success and prosperity which he feit sure the
Lord woul give to him in return for bis handsome contribution
to the new church building? Blame hirn? No, îndeed. Hehad
gi'ven more than a tenth, and he had hoard more than one preacher
say in the pulpit and out of it that to give one-tenth wvas the best
possible business investment, for God assure to return it ail and
a great deal more. God wouid be in no man's debt. Why, surely
He can return il ail. Does Hie not own the earth? Are not the
cattle on a thousand hbis is, anid the gold and the silver? Kow
easy for im to turn back upon your hand thousands for your
hundreds.

Persimmons hiad heard ail this over and over again, and if it
dld not occur to the preachers that this wvas rather an unspiritual
and very w%ýorldly style of motive -%vith which to appeal to men
who find it bard enoughl to keep the world from possessing them;
if they did not discover that they were appeaiing to the Ineanest
kind of selfishiness, then I arn not going to biame IPersimmons if
he neyer thought of ail that, but just -%went on dreaming of the
high tide of prosperity which he feit sure the Lord w'as now about
to send upon him in return for a subseription of $1000.

It may be that I did sometimes, yea, often, talk with hixn about
other ways in wliich God's unforgetfulness of a good muan's w%%ork
and labour of love may be shown besides returning to imii a gift.
of money. It mnay be that 1 told hlm that the Iaughter of bis
happy eildren wvas music in myv ears, and so tried to lead bim
to sec how God -%vas remernbering him in this way, and that my
congratulations on his uniform good health, and bis wife's grace
an~d beauty, and a score of other things crowding around him,
were onaly an effort to show hlm that ail these things were speak-
ing of the great Father's bountiful love every bour of bis life. If
I did flot succeed very weil in leaving upon rny dear fr-iend's
n-ind the impression I wishced to leave, I just thought it mras be-
cause 1 -%as aiwa.ys a rniserably poor preacher, and w'hile tbat
fiattered mny vanity by rnaking me think myseif very lhumble,
and therefore in the sure road to, promotion, it alwa\r-ys saved me
from becorning censorious towards Persimmons, and so 1 neyer
thoughit of blaining hiin as seifishi or duil.

Also, I did sometimes venture modestly to assert that perhaps
God cared something about the prosperity and well-being of sweet.
eilidren whose parents liad not yet seen it their duty to me.asure
their obligations to God by using ten as a divisor, and that God
might graciously bless and prosper some who in straits bad flot
given even a twentieth, of their income, as weli as those who gave
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