THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK

sometimes 1 feel that as workers we talk too much of
wayerand means, and not enough of the motive power.
Nor should we set before curselves any motive lower than
the highest. What we need, is not so much instruction
w the work, as inspiration for it. If the heart is so full
that it must find expression, it canand will ind it. There
w no use in providing ways of working for those who will
wt work. And se I hold that our deepest need is & more
sdequate realization of the abaclute claim that our Cap-
ain has on us, His soldiers. Kingsloy mokes his Abbot
i*hilamon eay that if for oie day all éhrintinm lived a8
they should live, in that ohe day the whole world would
e iroughb to Christ. It is but a condensed way of say-
-y that when missionary workers are thoroughly conse-
rated, missionary work will be apeedily ncoomplished.

Ndw note the differences which there are between
1"hrist's followers and earthly soldiers. Earthly soldiers
nght, often they knmow not why, to glut the groed of
we conjuring oro, or to satisfy the petty quarrels of
nations,  Their meed at best is a little transitory fame ;
wwre often it is hardship, peril, wounds, death, an un-
suown grave. We fight for better stakes than these,—
~von for the redemption of the wurld, a crown of glo
ivr ourselves, and.beat and dearest, our Captain's ** V:ﬁ
done, good and Mithful servant ! Karthly soldiers fight
wder %eaden ible as themselves, whose wisdom often
imls, and to whom mistakes aro easy. Wo follow a cap-
‘st who nevor makesa mistakes, who has blundered at no
lialaklava! What would those brave soldiers who went

1 1o certain death at the word of command, even though
“they knew someone had blundered,” think of soldiers
+ho had to be pushed, and prodded, and coaxed, and led,
wnl driven into following an all-wise and almighty Cap-
win ! What do wo think of ourselves, as we see our own
~unble conduct as Christian eoldiers? “‘In what is our
comduct pitinble7”. 8end the question out into the
“'histian world around you, and bid it bring baock honest
wuinwor,—sink it down into your own heart, and lot it
ring up faithful reply,—and you will need no answer of
e

The Captain calls for reinforcemouts at the front, where
“he hosts of sin are pressing hard ; the fightors there are
‘sperately calling for help. ‘“More men' more
women ! ” is the reiterated ory that comes to our ears.
What are we going to do about it1 Poerhaps we cannot
2o wurselves ; we are held here by cords of the Lord's
-wn fastening. But you have children, 1 have children.
In. wo dedicate thom to this service? Do we train thom
1y for this frontier warfare? O no, Lord, not my chil-
Iren Some other mother’s!

The Captain calls for more monoy. We have heard
how, oftimes our mission schools are disbanded, our mis-
«onaries handicapped, points of vantage cannot be ocou-
jned, our work ngm is crippled for lack of money.
How many of us here to-day represent Christian families
whera the sponding for our own neods, real or fancied, is
by hundreds and thousands, while the casting into the
loord's trensury ia by tens and unita!

The Captain calls for our influence,—that subtlest
‘rayrance of our personality, —for our interest, our time.
We have intercst in the latest religious novel ; we give

ar influence toward the study of art; we have time
tir the ordering of our households, for the piokling,
wul the clesning, and the fashion studying in their
«wison. But we are content if our influence in this
watter of missions bo not nopuslly sdverse : wo have no
mterest in keoping up with missionary intelligence; we
have no timo for attending our branch or suxiliary meet-
wugs, ar for helping them along. No, dear sister, I do
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not mean you, mor you, nor you. I mean myaslf and
those of us who know that of us these things sre true
Such know too, that this is not the kind of allegiance

‘that the Captain demsnds, and has & ro

! right to
demand, from us. It is not the kind that wins theimttle.
We msy sing ‘*‘ the world for Christ " all we please. Wo
shall never q)ring the world to Christ by anything less
than that complete surrender of oursolves to Him which
says, meaning it,—

* Take mo, Lord, snd all my powees
Tako my mind, n.x! heart, my witl |
sud all

All my goods, my hours,
All E:O' and all I foel ;
All 1 thipk, and gpeak, and do,
¢ my woul and make 1t new '

Shall we be content with any allegisuce less absolute
than thie? The Captain will not Le. But some one will
say : “‘Tdo not feefnny such glad consecration as that,
and there’s no uso pretending that I do ; and 1 can't make
myself feel it either.” It is written in the beautiful
poem ** Gladys and Her Island," -

‘“Why, Giadye is & child. 8he has not skill
To shut hersell within hor own small coli,
And to bulid the door up, and tosay, * Poos mc *
1 am a prisoner’; then to taka hewn stone~,
And, baving bulit the windows up, to say
‘Oh, It Is dark ! thero la no sumhine hore:
Thore novor has been.””

Would that more of us were children, after the fashion
of Gladys: Would that we might throw wide the doors
and windows of our hearta to the light of God's indwelling
presence, and the sweet air of His i spiration! But we
shut ourselves within our own small compass, and lament
that we are straightened ; we bewail the darkness, while
wo will not bask in the sunlight. Bear kindly, then, in
cloaing, with a few practical suggestions from o fellow-
soldier.

First, one way-—the bost way—to cultivate the spint
of loyalty is to get acquainted with vur Captain. Go to
Him much snd often in prayer. The humblost private
has free leave to His presence. No formality nged inter-
vene ; our petitions have not to be countersigned by any
superior ofticer. Talk to him frankly. Take ybtur very
coldness, and half-heartedness, and disloyalty to Him,
that He may forgive it and do awsy with it. Getacquain-
ted with Him, too, through His great letter to his soldiers.
4 faithful study of the Bible, especially the Gospels, wili
nurture in you such an admiring love for Christ as will
not brook d:e thought of disloyalty. To know Him is to
love Him, and love but Him for ever,

Agnin, get acquainted with your follow-soldie: . with
tha condition of the battlefield, and the needs of the con-
flict. The more you know of these, the more you will
burn to be in the thick of the fray. To the end of this
knowledge read your Missionary Herald, and your Life
and Light ; read the Dayspring with your children ; gu
to the meetinga of your Branch ; make your own auxil-
iary moeting as interesting as in you lies ; holp your pas-
tor to get up a good, stirring missionary concert ; lose
no opportunity to get acquainted with a ‘‘ real, live mis-
sionary " ; in short, apen the doors and windows, and let in
the light and air.”You will wonder at the rapid growth
of your own deovotion to the One who leads in this
soul-stirring conflict.

But, after all, it is not a question of making one’s self
feel, but of making one's self be and do.  Consecration
must be primarily a matter of the will, of principle, or it
will live only in spasmodic gasps. You cannot mpake
yourself feel, but you can make yourself give an hodr of
your time, a dollar of your money, a little of your influ-
ence whore they are needed. You can aim, like Crom-



