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Rigtt soon afier the death of §t Alban there was
great war in England, so that the craft wasalmost
lost uniil the time ol Atheiston a worthy King,
and he brought the land to rest and peace: he
builded many great works, as churches, albies,
castles and many othor buldings ; he loved well
the masons and he had a son catled Edwin, be
Toved masons much mote than s father id, and
he was a great practicer of Geometry, usinz much
to talk with masons and learned of them the Crafl.
Alterwards, for the love lie had to masons, he was
mude one hunself, and got of the King his futher a
Chartes, aud commussion to hold every year,once,
apn assenbly within the Realm ot Englaud, to cor-‘
rect within themselves defaults and trespasses that
were done withn the Crafi, and he held himseli an |
ausembly at work, anld made macong and gave
thum the charge and taught them the nanners of
masons, commanding that rule to be kept here-
after, and gave them the charter and commission
to keep, that 1t should be preserved among them
from tme to tume.

And when the assembly was met, he made a
cry that all masons old and young that had any
writing or understanding of the charges that was
beforen this land.or in any other they should bung
them forth, and there was some found in Greek,
rome in French, some n English, and some n
other languages, the intent of them were all one;
and he commmanded a book te be made thereof, to
teshify how the craft was first found, commandmg
to be read when any mason or masons should be
mode, that so they might know thew charge, and
from that time to this, assemblies have been kept
and ceniin charges have been given by masters
and fellows.

Here follows the worthy and Gedly Qath of ma-
s0ns ; every man that 1> a mason lake hieed of this
vharge, and if you find yourselves gty of anvy of
those that yon may amend and espeainlly you that
be charged now, to take heed that you kesp it for
1t is great peril for a man to forswear himself up-
on a book.

'

(OaT1.)

T'he first 1s that you shall he teue th God and
holy church, and that you use no heresy, no error
in your understanding or by the teaching of indis-
crete men ; also you shall be true liege men to the
King, without treason or falsehood, and that you
shall know ne treason but that you warn the Xing
or his council thercof ; you sha?l be true one to an-
ather, that is to say, 10 every waster and fellow of
the craft of masonry, and shail do to them as you
would thay should do to you, and that every oue
keep true council of Lodge and chamber, atd all
other counctl that ought to be kept in the way of
Mazonry, and that none shall be thieves, norin
thievish company to his knowledge, but be true to
the Lord and master that you serve and 1o see to
his profitand advantage; and also that yon call
masons your fellows and brethren, and no other
foul names; nor yon shall not take your fellows
wife to commit villainy with her, nar desire ins
daughter or servant to defile her, or them; you
shaﬁ pay teuly for your table where you board,
that the Craft may have honour wherever you go,
‘Those be the Charges in General, that belongeth
e.very mason to keep, both masons and fellows.
I will now reheas.e other churges singalar.

First, that no master shall tske upon tum any
Lord’s work orather man’s, but that he know him-
self be able and sufficient in cunning to perform
and end the same: so that the craft have no slan-
der nor disworship, but that the Lord may be welt
served and truly.  Also that nomaster take work
but at reascnable rates, the master to live honestly
and to pay his fellows truly as the manneris. Al-
5o that no master or fellow shall supulant other of
their work, (that is to say) if he have taken work,
orstand master of the Lord*s work, he shall not
puthum oot, if he be able .» cunningto end the
-game, Also that no master oy fellow take an ap-
prentice for less terin than seven years, and the
apprentice be able of his birth and of his limbs as
he ought to be, and alsa that no master nor fellow
take no allowance to be made mason, without the
assent of his fellows, at the least,- six or seven.
And that he that shall be hound and made mason
be audable and shires, viz, that he be free born and
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of good kindred and no boudsman, and that ho'fonr any such result, even though it should be true
have his nght lunbs asa man ought to have.|that like causes are in operation, 'Lhe sinte of
And thatuo work be put in trust with any that]sociely, aud the commou sentiment of the people
use to take journev, and that no wmasoa give pay in relation to such subjects, bave undergone radical
to hus fellows but as they deserve. And that no' changes since the period referred to, and the

tell>w slander auother falsely to the loss of his
good name, and that no ungodly answers be made
to any witlnn the Lodge or without  And every
mason shall prefer his elder before him, and that
none shall play at hazzard nor any other play,
wheteby they may be slandered, ~ And that no
mnastor ghall be common nbald in lechery, And
that na tellow 2o into the town on the night withe
out a fellaw that may bear him witness, that he
wasin an honest place.  And that every master
and tetlow come to the Assemhly if it he wathin
AU mules, i he have any warning, and stand thece
at the reward of inaster and fellows, and that overy

master and fellow fhe have trespassed, should,

stand at the reward of masters and fellows to
make their award if they may, and if not, then, go
to the common law, And that no mason make
mould square nor rule to any ruelle !yers. And that
no mason set liver within a Lodge nor without to
hew mald-stones with no moulds of hisown mak-
inz  Andthat strange fetlows should be cherished
when they come over the country, and set themon
work as the manner is, (that is to say) if be have
mold-stonesin place he shallset him a fortnight at
the least on work, and give him his hire; and if
there be rostones fer him,heshall refresh timwith
monov to hring him ta the next Lodge, and also
ve and cvery mason shall serve truly the workers
and truty 1ake an end of your work, be it task or
Journey. if vou may have your pay as yon ought to
have.

These charzes that we have receved and all

others thar helong to masonry. you shall eep, soj + Lue duties of ¢
tais book to|fur the neglect of them.

help you God and hold me, and by
your power.
Rfareh, 1860

Fryis.

Copy of Masonic Charge, delivered ¢ at Scarbo-

rough in the County of York, Englaud, the fenth
dav of July, 1505—before William Thompsen
Esy. I'resudent at said Lodge and several athers
brethren Free Masons.

‘The several persons whose names are hereunto
subsenibed were then admatted into the said ¢ fra
termtv.”

Ep. ‘TnonrsoN

Jo LamserT
Rost JouNson
‘Tuos LisTen
Samver W Buck
Ricuarp Hupsox

Clinton, C. W,

Mar. 10th, 1860. J. Wirton KeRr.

'poliuclans of the present day waould find it a dil-
‘ﬁcult matter (o re-enact the tragic scenes of 1830,
should they attempt it. Our danger hes in another
direction. Whatever of difficulty may be in reserve
for us as a Fraternity, isto emanale from among
ourselves, and as the natural result of gross ne-
gligence of duty. If the doors of our Lodges are
to be thrown open to the indiscriminate admission
of all persons who may apply for initiation, no
power on carth can save the lustitution from
degradation, and preserve 1t from those internal
dissensions and strifes which, as an unavoidable and
natural consequence, would deprive it of the pre-
sence and suppost of those whose connection with
itis no less essentia) to its rank amony kindrea
societies, than promotive of its usefulness. This
is the true source of ouc danger, and the conse-
vences we have to fear and guard against. We
30 not believe that a large incresse of members
necessarily implies a corresponding increase of
danger. Butwe dobelieve, that in atime of such
nuequalied prospenty as the present, thete is mose
(danger that improper persons can gain admisston,
than in seasons when 8 less amount of work is
done by the Lodges ; for the very plain reason that
ithe members in the former rase are over-crowded
ywith bustness ; while wa the latter, ample time is
allowed to comnuttees to make up their reports,—
‘(ewer dispensations are asked for, and the work is
better and more satisfactorily done. This, how-
levcr, ought notto be so  Pressure of business
Kexmmed to make any difference
e Lodge, asat i3 no justification
Io matters of so much
importance to the whole Fraternity as the admis-
sion of new members, especially, there should be
uo haste, no omission of any of the forms, no over-
riding or evasion of any of the requirements of the
by-laws of the Lodge, or of the usages of the
lastttution  The candidate should be required to

jought not to be

nstand the full probationary term, and the ballot

should not then be taken, under any circumstances,
except on the report of at leasta majority of the
committee. Il doubls should make against the
reandidate, and for the sccurily of the Loige. There
j1s no safety in any other -rule. If the applicant
icannot present a pasitive ~haracter, which shall
ib» satisfactory to the Lc e, he ought not to be
admitted  Negative qualities are no recommenda-
tion, #nd cannot be received us any guaranty o
fituess, .

Another loose practice has obtained in many of
the Lodges in some paris of the countty, which

NoTr.—Before the words, “at Scarborough, should be cor.recled as 'spegdily as possible, for
%ﬁmen above) the words begin thus—  We deem'no:hmg but evil can result stom 1t, namely, the

that at a private T.adze held”—(then continued,
s at Scarborouzh » &c) Such is the 1ndorsation on
the Parchment, as above. J. Wirtox Kern,

Chap.

The motto of the seal at heading is,
“ In the Lord 1s all our trust.”

—

HASTE. AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

‘rushing of candidates through the ceremonies with
locomotive speed. The accredited rute of Mason-
'ty is, that the candidate shall stand at least one
lcalendar month before taking a superior degrec;
and in addition to this, and in conformity aiso to
'nncien! practice, heis, in our best Lodges, required
to make, and exhibit in open Lodge, a certain
!measurc of proficiency in the lecture and essentials
"of the preceding degree, before advancement.
And in those Lodges where this rule isin force,
taml carried out in the fullest extent, we find o't

Many jodicious Brethren regard with anxiely, most reliable, intellizent and zealous Brethren.

mingled with senous apprehensions, the present' The ceremontes and lessons being better under-
popularity of the Order aud the consequent rapid'stood, their teachings and beauttes are tore Justly
inerease of members,u the Lodges.  They cannot!appreciated—the officers of the Lodge are ‘tnore
forget that it was wain'y to this cause, added to a readily obeyed,—otder is more easily preserved,
want of proper care in the selection of candidates, —the “members are harmonious and happy, and
that our Brethren, a quarter of a century ago,lthe Lodge is united and prosperons. In Lodges of
were indebted for the persecution which for ten this charac’er,—stimnlated to duty by love for the
years swept over the country like a-tornado, Osder and a proper self-respect,—there is very
prostrating the Lodges, and scattering their mem-'jiitls chance for improper persons to gain admis-
bers to the four winds of heaven,—many of themigion. They ure not very likely to escape the
so far indeed, that to the credit of the Institution scrutiny of » »mmittee who feel the importance
and the relief of their Brethren, they were neverlof the duty nitted to ther; and the personal
able to find their way back again. And although|responsibility which necessarily attaches 1o their
such might, and doubtless would, be the result of roport.— Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine.

another stnular cutbreak, and however desirable’

some such purifying process may be, the tecol-i i .

Jections of the past are notaufficiently agreeable to, To forget and forgive is the good man’s re
induce o wish fora repetition of it.” Nor: do- \velveuge.—-S'clulIer.



