PAFAL BULLS I FAVOR OF FBLTMASONS. .9

1

the Germon Stopemesons, eertoin
oxolngive riglda? Bro. G. Willicm
Spoth contribatss to . the. London
Drecivwsod of Jonunry 26th, 1888, the
following curious cnd inforesting in-
formotion on this subjeot:—

: ow, 8 te the popel buils.
The perzisteney with which this 2.
aertion crops ap appears to me to be
founded on somothing more then
sheeprralking, There are two. ob-
vious soarces from which. this tradi.
tion springs. Firat, tho generalstate-
ment in the “Porontalin,” which is
well known to oll of us; and, second-
1y, & very deteiled list of iraperial exd
other confirmations of the privileges
of the Steinmetzon, given by Heidelw
off on page 21 of the “Brubiitts dep
Mittelalters,” Nurembery, 1844, 4to.
This list, os far as regards the im-
perial confirmetions, is roprinted in
many works, the latest being Bro.
Gould's "*History,” pege 172; ond go
far i3 epporontly not opea to doubt of
any sort. Amocngst these confirma-
tions in Heideloff oppear tiro bulls—
Alexander VI, Rome, 16th Sept.,
1502, and Lso X., pridie Uzlendarinm,
Jenuarit, 1617. Xless, on page 5 of
his “Freimovrorai in ihrer waheen
Bedeutung,” bewails the unfosiuncte
fact that Heideloff omits to justify his
asgortion by guoting his authoritiea or
sources of inforrantion. Neverthe.
less, the follewing passoge on p. 285,
second edition, tould s2am to chow
thet a3 far a3 Gezmony ig concernsd,
Kloss was reody to admib the shove
two bulle. He iz cnecking of. tha
wellkmown statemsud in tho “Paz.
entelin,” snd soye:  *“Tho stotoment
concerning the troveling Nasone, at-
tributzd to the colebrnted swyohiteat
Wran, choold oropgs ol the moze
sospicion the closer wwe investigate
the emrromnding cirenmstancas, the
inoredibility of vhick is of cxos evi-
dent, 22d the wmworz w2 considen
the pecibility of tho fooks pavected,
We pzw, fherefr=s cnavibe tha vhels
trodition #ama pat into the rouths of
Achimede ezd Weon ta cu cdtoronh ol

-

edorpiog the Guild legonds, whish
moy ba bozed on the pppcl cenfirmn.
tions zeolh gronted to th3 Gormin
Htonemenong in 1502 ond 1517.” Ho
than confescos the inphility of Powa-
haell, of Krouss, of Klogs, and othess,

{to digcover o ringla bull, ond con-

clndes, from ‘mony oirdumstoness,
thet such corld not hove existad foxr
Baglend; but, a8 we hove scon, ke
evidontly beliaves in the. two quotsd
by Heideloff, 23 above, for Germeyy.
Thi: eredulity on the pard of sueh o
oritia a8 Klosa would appear ramark.
chle, but I will presently show that
he hps good reasons for the belief thet
isin him. I will, howevey, first ro-
vert to Heideloff, On p. 23 he states
thef the Germsd Stonemsesons ressiv-
od an indulgence frora Pope Nicholng
IIL. (1247), which was rerowed by ol
his snecescors up fo Bonediot XII.
(1824.) Bro. “Bookworm” will thugs
ses ot & glonee whence Rebold cnd
Gyr toke their statoments. It is difi-
cult to proveanegative, snd I om not
in o position to deny this stotemen.;
but, if trne, whore did Heideloff ob-
tain hisknowledgs?  Heidelefl sursly
conld not heve invemted ift; smeh o
procesding would bo too berefncsd
end hordly pessible ontside the poges
of Fellon; there must, thsrafore, exigs
some soxt of precedent for the soser- -
tion, and I regret my inshility to dis.
gover it, despite tyo years of patiznt
resezvels. Bub why does Eloss bs.
liove in the bulls of 1502 and 15177
In 1518, Monday after Corpns ChrisH,
the Liodgs ob Modgehbnre patitionsd
their primea for o confirmaction of
thair ordinensss, they bovieg jush ce-
osptad tho Strasburg Brotherhook
(1489), ond deolared that if ony pork
of thezs crdivamses dizplenced bim,
thoy wera willing fo oltor them, ol
wogs excepiing the ohicf cutivles,
which hed beon cenlizmed hy papel
and fpporial rafbority.”  Tos Steae
burg Liedza, in thelr guovesl with tho
Arweborg Lelge (this lattsy bed up
to that roowent mob jeized the pon.
exod band, bénrnzs thay wphdd
tarma ef four yeors' apuicnbis




