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prizo list :—Bishop's prizo—~Rev. E. A. Harris, B.A.  Binney ex-| Let x=a sought side, 13—z is another, and )

abition—C. I1. Fullerton. Almond Walsford testimonial- J. . V10 10 -x) (10 - 7) (10 - 13 - x)=square of area ; equate with
Silver.  Stevenson's scholarship—A. B. Murray., McCawley scho- o 300+4-3¢*
larship—C. E. A. Shmonds, ‘I H. Hunt. Px—3), and ?=-'m-

T'ho subject of the historical essay for the Akins’ prize, was * the L il PG apon 210 4w iy 1 : 3.
County ofj\'ictorin.” I'he winuer, Mr. Patterson, is a graduate of | 1'% md':s :m..s "I "'l ares {‘ ! ‘;.h'wh Js';,rcalt)er (tl].w;l 11?:{ the fieuro
Dalhousie, and at present Principal of the High School at New Questions :—If the angles of a square be dis 3} ed, 1’ &
Glasuow, becomes 1'-hombus; could we ever geta ra}xomsll mgo:z:) :I‘?ur 'Ss-
The Provincial Educational Association meets in annual sc(x;sio:i, tional area 1 . OBN RELAND, Tergus.
at Truro, on the 15th inst. Tho programme of essays and ad- I ON N :
dresses includes the names of Chief Sﬁpegim'emlem Crocki;tt. of COMPETITION IN EDUCATION.
New Brunswick ; Chief Superintendent Montgomery, of Princel | .\ . :
Edward Island ; Dr. Rand, lof Acadia College ;&I’rilfgipnl McKay, To the Editor of the CaNADA SCHOOL JOURNAL,
of Picton ; Professor Eaton, of ‘I'ruro, and other gentlemen. The|  Sie,—I am glad to see from your article in the SciooL JounNaL
occasion bids fair to be oreof great interest. of July 2ud, thut you disapprove of prize-giving in colleges and
The closing exercise, of the Provincial Normal School, Truro, { umversities. I regret to gee ?h‘_‘t}‘?“ do not ‘f"t"‘ely dlsapp}rov(;;‘of
tako place on the 14t% sust. The attendance has been the lavgest | the practice schools. I think "‘{ is a mistako ?3“91_’05‘;‘ 1at dhie
of any of the thirty yeirs during which the institution has been | gher motives of “']""}"510“_51’03 of “53"3.0‘ o ¢ uty, o re;p;)ln-
training the teachers of 1Tova Scotia. sibility for the use und cultivation o 'Go -given faculties, an 1©
love of knowledge both for its own sake and as » power for good
. —cannot be made sufliciently operative with children to enable us
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. to dispense with such a stimulus as the desire to win a prize. You
¥ . dent, urgs one danger attending prize-giving—the tendency towards dis-
Fom our . B Correrpondet honesty on the part of the pupil when he is asked for his record.
The mnth annual meeting of the Prince C .unty Teachers’ Insti- | Allow me to specify others. The competition for prizes leads usually
tute took place m dummerside on the Lith and 25th of May. {to ** crmnnung,” and 13 generally fatal to the aduption of sound
Good :nducements are otfered to atiend.  Besides the professivnal methods.  The dwuly lesson takes the form of a recitation of what
benetits received, reduced ratway fares, and two teaching days i has been memorized, the best marhs being secured by the pupil who
each term, are given for the purpose, and members are not slow to | can repeat the lesson most accurately in the very words of thotext-
arail themselves ot these advantages. ‘lhough 2 pragramme of | book.  Competition for prizes impairs the moral nature of thechil-
nve papers was prepared, only two could besubmitted—une by Miss | dren, not merely by substituting a low motive fur a high one, but
Ramsey on_Teachwny ; Conscivus and Unconscrous, the vther by | by making cach cumpetitur look on the others as rivals and ene-
Mr. Bears, Vice-Prisaipal Davies dchowl, on the Comrse of Stady. |mmes.  This species of emulation has a direct and powerful ten-
An ampression 1s deepening, that the true work of the Institute is | deucy to crush vut every spark of gencrosity, and to convert cven
to take mnto considerution wmeasures for the immediate Lenefit of § the naturally well disposed into mean-spirited and unaimable mon-
the teaching profession, rather than indulging in vague generalities {strosities, The prevailing feeling of the many unsuccessful pupils
on the purpose, prospects, and necassity ot * the thing called edu-jon exhibition day is not one of cheerful sympathy with the few
cation.”  The need of orgamzation among teachers 1s strongly felt, | prize-winners, but one of ill-concealed envy which the praises of
and, 1t Institutes serve to develop an exprit-de-corps atas cuucciwd,g].uugmlcss teachers and trustees will cunvert into a deep and
they wil have accomplished a good worh,  Auything tending toabiding sense of injustice.  If children were not so hard to spoil
advance the interests ot the teacher cannot faul tu have a bendficial § the bad effects of the prize-system would be more easily seen, but
intluence ou the schools.  The mterests of the two are identical. | 1 cannot understand huw any thoughtful and ohservant teacher
There 1s much to contend aganst.  Young men and women obtain g ghould fail to detect them,
licenses, and they wust get schools and teachers of years’ staudmg | Clusely cunnected with this subject is that of payment by the
aund of good record are crowded vut of ther situations. It s ex ;State according to the amount of work done, ns ascertained by
tremely to be regretted that supply fullows su clusely un the heels | examinativus, -~ You quote sume striking remarks in this connec-
of demand that the teachers oonght whose services can be obtained | ton from Archdeacon Farrar.  Referring to cextain other countries
for tho least money.  This gives nise to grave eials, unless sceurity | comparison with England, he says. ¢ Nowhere does a single
and pertiicnce are established. It cannot 1casunably be exooled | penty of the States’ muney depend on any examination, nowhere
that a man will ive his best thuught and cflurt 1o that which will |15 there a system of individual examination, nowhere is thero that
engaze I but for a very few ana ancertan years. Though seatly (striving after percentages or the mechanical accuracy which causes
haif the revenue ot the province 1s appiied to education much re- janguish to teachers and so much weariness, nowhere are there such
maims yet to be done. It 18 mtolerable that teachers, under thistmcees of worry and anxiety.” How is it possible to secure freedom
vicious system, should be kept i uncertamty from year to year, | from tlis ** worry and anxiety,” if cither prizes or school grauts
that they have to protect themselves by beiny aiways prepared for jare made directly dependent on the results of either periodical ex-
tns emergency, having contnually shoes on their feet and stafl in aminations or daily recitations 7 I venturoe fearlessly tho assertion
hand ready to go forth mto new and untried ficlds.  While thus | that where the teacher and pupils are working with such competi-
prepanng tor the future they are only obeyiny alaw of nature, but  tion m view the work done 15 not of the best character.  Nothing
1t 18 fatal ag far as they aro concerned to that ** latest gospel — buvw | tends inore surely to substitute ¢ cramming ™ for intelligent and
thy work: and do at.”  1f the members of the Pnnce County Teach | reasunable methods of imparting instruction, and of training those
crs Institute . any degree enablo teachers with justice to them- jfaculties the education of which is tho highest function of the true
selves ta do the work which hes nearest to them ther meetings will | tenclier.  Knowledge acquired by rote, as it is apt to be acquired
not i any wisc have been in vam.  The otheers for the cusuing, by pupils compeling wic& other pupils, and in schools competing
yearare i—A. D. Fraser, presdent; A A. McLellan, sceretary. | with other schouls, 18 of little value oven where remembered, and
The retinng ofticers are: A, J. McDougall, president ; Jobh A, very littlo of it is carried for any length of time in the memory.

. If qis 2=}t

.

MacPhail, secretary. J.o AN Toronto, July Gtl:, 1885, Wat. Housrox.
Gorrespondente, Riscellancous,
To the Editor of the CaNapA ScHooL JOURNAL. REFORM 1IN FUNERALS.

A few weeks ago I proposed in the Caxana Scnoot Jounyai, to] ¢ Onecof the greatest reforms in modern extravagence, powp,
find a tnangle \‘-hosg area and three sides shall bc} mtmnal,_shnlll and show,” said a prominent divine, * will, in my opinion; be made
Ce . 3 o« K 9 \ . i o
have the p(,nmcicr_.o, and contain a greater arca than ‘th? tr{‘mg ®!in funcrals and the customs of mourning within the next genera-
whose sides are 5, 7, 8.  As I have acen but two Jourvars Ido tion." =
uot know whether any onc has attempted the case. on. . -
The area for 5, 7, 8 is 104’3, a surd. ¢ \What will cause it 7” interpolated o reporter.




