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V. That for two y*ers the individual in question should be on probaion, and the pate n
for hie land shuli d not issue till the second year was ended, when he and hi' children afte
him siould be deemed capaule of execisiîg the ightLq and privIeges, and to be liable to all
the duties and all the chartes incident to the re4t of the Queen's subjects ; aHl protection
for debt cntracted since his first entry on ha land should ceiase.

I am quite conscious that the outline of the scheme above suggested is most imperfect,
Lut his Excellenry has directed me to state it even in this f9ri, in the liopme that it may
lead o onme information or 4tisuge-tion4 beaa <&red by yourseif or other benevolent persons
interested in the wellare and progress of the Indiana race.

Rev. W. M'Mrray, D. n.,
&c. &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(signed) Bury, Supt. General.

10E. The Rer. gentlemaîn, as will be qeen by a reference to the Appendix, in which his
answer i« quoted at length,* highly approved of the plan here shadowed forth, proposing at
the same tme some stght nodifications of ils details.

107. The greater part of yonr Excellencv's scicheme as interpreted and commented on in
Mr. M'Murray'm letter, appears to me very practicable, andi he department migrht immedi-
ately berin to carry it out with great advantage; but there are one or two points on which
I venture to subnit some obervations.

l0. This seheme, though comprehen«ive and embracing all that concerns the object of
which at imntediately treats, is not, I think, capable of beirg carried out without strong
efforts being rnade in another and parallel direction.

109, I would reiterate that the most civilized Indians are those who speak the English
or Frnch languages. Indeed no desree of improvement ever takes place in an Indian's
condition and mode of life tili he earns the languaaze by which lie is surrounded. I venture
humbly to sogrest to your Excellenicy that in any modification of our present ystem, a
knowledge of the English language should have a more prominment place than it has at

pfesent.

110. All other plans directed towards another class of wants, teaching the Indian the
habit of taking care of his own concerna, and giving him, lhke the white man, an individual
interest, May, I think, go on at the sane time, theoreticallv, but will be found practically
only to succeed this prinary want. I mean to say. that till an Indian has learned Englih
or Prench, and eo placed himscif on an equality with the population by whom he is sur-
rounded, he will not, in most cases, take advantage of the other. An Indaan, ignorant Of
these tonguo", labours under insuperable difficulties.

111. As an in4tance of its good effects, I may mention' the Hurons of La Jeune Lorette.
Their proximity to Quebec has forced them to learn French, and indemd has obliterated the
Indian languaze ; they, in consequence, though vot possessed of a foot of land, or enjoywg
a farthing ot annuitv, treat on equal terms with their white neighbours, and have lost almost
entirely the distiniguishinz chaacte:rist:cs of Indians.

ladi.. Protection
Act.

112. The next point ta which I would humby direct vour Excelle:ncv's attentioni i4 Mr.
M'Murrav's answer to question V. It is there proposed, that " for two> years the individuals
in question should be on irobation, and the patent for 'his lands should not issue till the
second year was ended, when he and his children after him should be deemed capable of
exercs.ng the rig.-hts and privileze«, and to be liable to all the charges incident to the rest of
the Queeu's subjects ; all protection for delbt contracted since his first entry on his land
sbould cease."

113. Mr. M'Mîrriav, in ihis answer say. that two vears is too short a probation, and sut-
gests four vears probation. He therr, pasnw_ to the consideration of the Indian after
fulfiling his peniod of probation, proposes the aboli.on of the Indian Protection Act.

114. Two yemrs ertainly, as Mr. M'Murrav savç, appears to me too short a probation.
But I do not think that evtn after the extended period he proposes, it would be weil abso-
utely to put the f-e of the lani out of the liand of the Crown by an ordinary patent, at

least for a few years, until it was proved by expenience how the scheme is likely to work.

ilà. Perhaps the preferable plan would be to grant a license of occupation for 10 years,
convertible into the grant of fe, either to the first occupant or his chlildren, at the end of
that period, proiued the <roA n were satisfied with hs conduct during the Mterval.

1IIL Some m&ch scheme as this. appears to be ii contempLtiou in the United Saies.
I cut the following from the " Philadelphia North Amercan " newspaper of August the

i1th, as it appeanto bear o the su bect :
" Bt the latest development of our Indian relation is, perhaps, the most important as

afecting the fate of their race. What we allude tio may be inferred from the following facts;
in the etate of Mieligan there are about 7,000 indians, in varios stages of civiinatDao.
With theM the United States Govemnent has lately made a treaty, wtich look& to their
att tely becoming ctazens. This treaty provides, that each head of a famdy shal have

a permianent

•Appdiz, Na, S.

1:
1

I.


