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Among the many books that have been written for the instruc-

tion of the Canadian emigrant, there are none exclusively devoted

for the use of the wives andI daughters of the future settler, who

for the most part, possess but a very vague idea of the particular

duties which they are destined to undertake, and are often totally

unprepared to meet the emergencies of their new mode of life.

As a general thing they are told that they must prepare their,
minds for some hardships and privations, and that they will have

to exert themselves in a variety of ways to which they have hi-

therto been strangers ; but the exact nature of that work, and

how it is to be performned, is left untold. The consequence of

this is, that the females have everything to learn, with few oppor-

tunities of acquiring the -equisite knowledge, which is often ob-

tained under circumstances, and in situations the most discour-
aging ; while their hearts are yet filled with natural yearnings after
the land of their birth, (dear even to the poorest emigrant), with

grief for the friends of their early days, and while every object in

this new country is strange to them. Disheartened by repeated

failures, unused to the expedients which the older inhabitants

adopt in a¥y case of difficulty, repining and disgust take the place

of cheerful activity; troubles increase, and the power to over-

come them decreases ; domestie happiness disappears. The wo-


