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labours: to have made a biffory of the Swuthern cha-f

veries, would not have been fufficient ; at the fame time
the narratives are not circumftantial enough for a work
of compofition ; perhaps, indeed no fingle voyage can
give authentic memorials for fuch a work, without fill-
ing up by a web of conjeture what is wanting in the
original. | °

By a free tranﬁanon opinions and dedudtions mxght'

have been formed without foundation in the original.
There is no room for a reproach of failure in not effefling what
1S mot atte pted., This is not meant as a work of elocu-

tion, or Iitérary compofition, but a collection of inftruct-

ing fa&s : although I am convinced an endeavour to have
miodelled this work as much as was confiftent with the
view of preferving the expreflion of the original, would
have failed in fatisfying the reader of nice ears: the at-
tempt muft have employed much more time than I can'be-
flow on a fubje& in which I cannot be perfonally engaged,
as I was not bred up in the royal mavy ; and if I ever am a
competitor for literary fame, I fhall take up the penona
topic more generally engagmg though in fuch an age as
this, there cannot fail of being fome, to whom informa-
tion, in any drefs, will be acceptable. I am not an author
by profefion, and neither write for my. daily bread, nor from
lucrative views, but from the  defire, which every man ought
to feel, of being ufeful to fociety, and to let the public
thare in his labours and refearches.

I have been induced to publith the Spanifh voyages be-
fore the voyages made by:the Dutch, although thefe
voyages are ready for the prefs ; becaufe I fhall be glad
to obtain fome furrher elucidation on this interefting {fub-
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