
ual discernment as well as physical discern
ment* and in both cases the action is voluntary. 
We may close our physical eyes and the uni
verse will appear dark ; we may open our 
spiritual eyes and all will appear light, iu 
either case the process is simple and voluntary. 
If the New Testament teaches one thing more 
than another, it is that faith is a voluntary 
act. After the truth has been discerned by 
any one he may not be able to describe it to 
another; but there are so many things that 
cannot be described and yet we know are real, 
that inability to tell to others what is the great 
spiritual truth or even to define it to ourselves, 
is of no importance. We all know what cold 
is, but we cannot describe it. 'We all know 
that the! perfume of a flower is real, but wo 
cannot prove to one who has no sense of smell 
that there is such a thing as perfume. We 
cannot tell in words what we mean by sym
pathy, And so why need we doubt that there 
is such a thing as spiritual life because we 
cannot tell what it is like? It is “the peace of 
God that passeth understanding.’'

its shortest diameter, and between fifteen and 
twenty feet deep. Its sides are perfectly 
smooth although somewhat irregular. There 
is always a little water in one place, where 
the bottom reaches the normal level of the 
river, but about two-thirds of the bottom is 
composed of stones of varying sizes, none of 
them being as large as a cocoa-nut. The third 
“weir has its lower side partly broken away. 
It is about as deep as the “Great Well." Hie 
part now remaining complete is slightly spiral 
and is about three feet in diameter. At the 
bottom, which is a little below the normal 
river level, there is a boulder a little smaller 
than the “well”; it is nearly round. At the 
point where these “wells” are the river is■(■■■■■■IBipHpilttlPm nar-
rowest. One can with no great difficulty 
throw a fair-sized stone across it. There is a 
cataract which at low water has a height of d 
about eight feet- The opposite side of the 
canyon presents the appearance of a huge 
fracture, and the general appearance of the 
canyon indicates that at one time the main 
fall was situated just above the wells, so that 
the torrent would pour directly into them.
The theory of the formation of these great pot
holes is that thé falling water acting upon 
the stones in the case ôf two of them and upon 
the boulder in the case of the other ground 
out these great cavities.

The holes near Constance Farm may have i 
had a similar origin. There is it is true not 1 
very much evidence apparent on the face of 
the land that a river formerly flowed over it; 
but very great surface changes have doubtless - 
taken place since holes were formed. Possibly 
a very close examination might disclose evi
dence of a former-river not now apparent. It 
is possible that it may have been a sub-glacial 
river. The description given in a previous ar
ticle of the glacial rivers of Greenland may 
cast some light upon the- possible origin of 
these holes. We can imagine a glacier cover
ing the land and arrested sufficiently in its 
motion by the rocks in which these holes arc 8 
found, to cause a crevasse into which a surface 
glacial river has plunged, the falling water 
causing the formation of these holes just as 
the gçeat holes above referred to seemed to 
have been formed. We do not say that this 
is the explanation of them, but it is a possible ! 
explanation.

,

-o-
THE GLACIAL PERIOD

Dr. Mawson, who headed an Australian 
expedition to the Antarctic continent, or An
tarctica, as Sir Ernest Shackleton calls it, says 
there is evidence to show that at a recent 
period, geologically speaking, the Arctic Zone 
was occupied by an extensive land area, which 
reached as far north as New Zealand and 
South America, and that it was submerged 
for the greater part, after which a period of in
tense cold caused the formation of glaciers, 
which obliterated all traces of habitation or 
habitableness. It ib only upon some such the
ory as this that the màmipoth, statues of Eas
ter Island can be satisfactorily explained. It 
may be that the sculptors, who carved these 
monuments, and the aboriginal .New Zealand 
race, which the Maories supplanted, may 
have been survivors of the people of Antarc
tica. While it is unsafe tp draw conclusions 
from a few premises, it seems as if the great 
Ice Barrier of the South could not have been 
formed under the conditions now existing 
there, but rather that we must assume that it 
was the product of a much colder period in 
the earth’s history than the present.

• It is very clear that if mankind lived- be
fore the Glacial Period in the North Tempér
ait; Zone, the âction ôf the ice would have ob
literated all evidence of-any progress to which 
he may have attained, and yet even admitting 
She annihilating power of moving continental 

i. ice-sheets, the-fact that the Drift Is .not los- 
silliferous is hard to explain. Indeed it'may 
be frankly conceded that some of the phenom
ena assigded id the action of the ice hardly 

compatible with such an explanation. 
Among these may be mentioned the occur
rence of deep deposits of clay, which in some 
instances are found to contain wood in a per
fect state of preservation. The fact that ex
isting glaciers -do not produce true "till,”' that 
is, what is ordinarily known as hard pan, seems 
to establish prima facie that former glaciers 
did not. It may also be^meqtioned that some 
of the characteristics of the drift are not found 
in the moraines of such glaciers as have been 
examined. To explain these differences, geo
logists suppose that the ice period was fol
lowed W a period when there was a rapid and 
continuous flow of water over the surfaces 

ireviously been glaciated; but Pro
fessor Nicholson has pointed out that in order 
that glacial detritus might be sorted out and* 
stratified, it is necessary to suppose.' changes 
in the direction of these water currents; other
wise there would be a complete denudation of 
some areas, and a heaping up of sand, clay and 
gravel in others. Altogether it may be said • 
that the best authoritiès upon the results of 
glacial action in by-gone times are not very 
well agreed upon them, and that most of them 
find it convenient to avoid pushing their the- 
ories'to a conclusion in every respect.

Here mention may be made.of those inter
esting phenomena known as pot-holes, of 
Which there are some -small illustrations in 
the rocks near Constance Cove farm. The 
writer of this article was able some_years ago 
to make a study of the great pot-holes found 
imthe canyon of thé St. John, in .New Bruns- 
wieje, below Grand Falls. In. some respects 
this-is a very remarkable canyon. It is about 
a mile long. In places its perpendicular walls 
are more than 200 feet high. At its head the 
river plunges over a precipice 75 feet high, 
and in the canyon, locally known, as the Gorge, • 
it descends 50 feet more in a succession of cat
aracts with intervening whirlpools and swiftly 
moving stretches of smooth water., The can
yon varies in width from a hundred to three 
hundred feet. The rocks are of the Upper Si
lurian series, the strata standing vertically, or 
nearly so, and being bent, in sharp curves. 
Strata fully a foot in thickness, are bent, as 
sharply as one cart bend his elbow, in a suc
cession of curves. In one place the surface 
had been worn quite smooth and looke like 
Weird mpsalc.
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ENGLAND! DEAR ENGLAND 1

A Song of Victory
Poetry and music by Charles MackayA Writ

ten on. the occasion of the Fall_ofJSebas- 
topol.

Where is the slave, who of England despairing, 
Aids not her cause when she summons her 

sons?
Where is the knave, who when foemen_are 

dating,
Earleys for safety, or crouches and runs? 

England ne’er grew them,
Her soil never knew them : 

Wholesome’s our earth in our isle of the sea I 
'Maidens would flout them,
Our children would scout them :

We’d hoot them with scorn from the land of 
the free.

-

seems

$
1

Foemen may dare us with haughty defiance, 
Low as Sebastopol’s towers shall they fall ; 

Strong in the right of immortal alliance, 
England and France shall o’ermasfer them 

all.
Shame and perdition 

- Shall track their ambition,
Justice shall gleam in the glaive that we bé*r. 

And nations benighted 
To victory lighted,

Shall learn from our greatness what free 
can dare.

England ! Dear England! our fathers before 
us

Bled for thy freedom and left us their fame. 
England, our darling! the mothers who bore 

us
Gave us their blessing entwined with thy 

name.
Ours be the glory 
To better thy story,

Lofty and pure be thy banner unfurled !
If great we receive them 
Still greater we'll leave thee, 

England! Dear England! the queen of the 
world !
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A POET PASSES

“The Dream goes with the Dreamer." Nay, 
not so. -

Passes the Rose when mortal vision dies?
Shall we decree no tender breezes blow 

Beneath wide alien skies 
Because none feels théir lingering caress?

The whispering music is iow breathed in 
vain, 1

With no wind-harp within the wilderness 
To catch the wild; sweet refrain. j

ug

- j
O Poet, O Interpreter, the dream 

Remains with us who may not understand ; 
Across vast spaces may some radiant gleans 

Reach us from that far land 
Where thou bast gone, and make the darkness 

glow
That we may follow where thy feet have 

led.
“The Dream goes with the Dreamer?” Nay,

not so ; . , ; H
The Dream is with us, uninterpreted. i -

* "-M. E. Buhler, in The Century.

About mid-way of this canyon occur the 
pot-holes, known locally as the Wells in the 
Rocks. They are three in number. One of 
them, the highest above the normal level of 

but overflowed at freshet, is about 
five feet in diameter, almost perfectly circular; 
it is about five feet deep and the bottom is 
curved like that of an old-fashioned iron pot. 
This “well” is always full of water. The top 
of the Great Well is; a little lower than that 
just mentioned. This is circular but has an 
irregular outline. It is at least eight feet in |

Oi
the river
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THE STORY QF FRANCE oné who did not believe as he, or rather as his 
wife did, and he not only brought all his 
people to embrace Christianity, but set himself 
tp work very successfully to exterminate 
Arianism. Thus we see upon what seemingly 
minor matters the course of history seems to 
turn. *

the finest in the world, Cyrus besieged him in 
his stronghold, and after many days his army 
succeeded in scaling, the yvall and entering the 
city, but, according to one story, he was ."not 
to witness the humiliation of his rival.

“When the day of despair arrived, the king 
could not resign himself to tears and servi
tude. Within the brazen-walled court he 
erected a funeral pyre, on which, together with 
his chaste spouse,-'and his bitterly lamented 
daughters of beautiful locks, he mounted; he 
raised his hands to the depths of the ether and 
cried:. Proud fate, where is the gratitude of 
the gods, where is the prince, the child of 
Leto? - Where is now the house of Alyaltis? 
• . . The ancient citadel of Sardis has fallen, 
the Pactolus of golden waves rung red with 

-blood; ignominiouslÿ" are the women driven 
from their well-detkedChambers. That which' 
was opce my hated, foe^is now my friend, and 
the sweetest thing is tondie.’

; • “Thus he spoke, aihd tfrdered the softly 
moving eunuch ,to se4,/y;e to the wQo.den struc
ture « The maidens shrieked and threw their 
arms around their niother, for the death be
fore them’was fhat most hated by mortals. But 
just when the sparkling fury of the cruel fire 
had spread around; Zeus,.calling up a black- 
flanked cloud, extinguished the yellow flame. 
. . . Apollo of Delos, seizing the old king, 
bore hint, together with his daughters of ten
der feet, into the Hyperborean land,, as a re
ward for his piety-, for <no mortal had sent 
richer offerings to'the .-illustrious Pytho.”

There are other endings to thé story, one 
of which states that Gyrus found Croesus on 
the funeral pyre, and, overcome with pity that 

v„„ .11 t , ,, . . , so .great a monarch should meet so cruel a
„ Cartd ,hC eTeSS1C? 2® r,ch death, he caused the flames to be extinguished,
as Croesus and most of you know that Crocs- and rescued Croesys and his qucen a*d their
dred wJS who lived a great many hun- daughterS) that be. treated the Lydian king
out somethin! ™re about him ; his “ought with a11 resPect’ ,beg°w,ed ,hçmor= and /ifts 
to be an interesting one * “?on hl?> a?d made htm his dearest friend and

*L*t rtr'T hu”dred sT:t„;?,au;d™,
dnZ °f ! •COU”try became of the great Lydian king, and the mys-

»“* to tile dignity, of hi, memory.
beautiful horses, and the king’s cavalry. Some THE OUEST OF TRUTH
weeks ago we read of Gyges, an* of hbw he A

ent and his father * AV ,.??Cçn^ a»d especially,those,oivtopics akin to religion,
•had ht father was Alyaltis who , , being read over and over again. While it is
ohajLbcen, a brave and Virtuous monarch, as eratifyine to know that the feeble efforts here

s s$mt as ■ t
friends. When he came to the throne of Lydia . en here foAlSn ând comf^ ^ f "T 
he was thirty-five years old, and had had his
eyes opened to the folly of idleness, so he set and * >•** CX"
about his kingly duties with the firm defermin- &oyed should be wdl considered: ^ " *“*
ahon of winning the people s favor,, and this But what our correspondent says suggests 
he was soon able to do, for under his gay and another thing, namely that the quest fottruth
handsome exterior, the Lydian king masked a is confined to no oneset oi men but is
strong will and high ambitions. Behold him on almost in every' place and often inthen shortly after; his succession; arrd when-he places where its existence would not he
had killed or banished all those who had plot- suspected. Pilate’s ; ■ question • What is
ted to overthrow him and who had laid false truth? is being asked by thousands who
claun to the Lydian throne, makingwar against do not hear a sermon in years who
all the Greek cities in Asia Minor, which sur- rarely enter a church and to whom the
rendered do him one after the other. Croesus Bible is only a natriê- To all inquirers we
treated these little republics with the greatest would say that absolutely fundamental truth
generosity, bestowing gifts to all the temples. is probably not attainable.' Much has been
Like his ancestor Gyges, he wished to pro- said and written to prove the origin of evil
pitiate tile Apollo of Delhi and the follow- the nature of sin, the reconciliation of wrong
ing quotation will give an idea of his prodi- W1th a universe ruled by an Omnipotent God
gahty in respect to his offerings to the gods: and problems of a like character but all such

‘ On one occasion he is said to have sacri- discussions leave the .questions’ where thev
ticed three thousand aqimals, and burnt, more- fmd them. And the 'reason of this is plain
over, on the pyre the costly contents of a pal- enough. Granting the existence of an omni-
ace—touches covered, with silver andr gold, potent and^omnisciçnt Creator we find our-
coverlets and robes -of purple, and golden selves at once confronted^ with the fact that
vials His subjects were commanded to con- there must be limits to our capacitv to under-
tribute to -the offering and he caused one hun- stand all that mâv be in the Divine Mind. Hu-
dred and seventeen hollow half-bricks to be man intelligence has found this hard to admit
cast of the gold which they brought him for Hence we have systems of-theology that be-
that purpose. These bricks were placed in gin and erid in mystery, a growing cult of al
regular kyers within the treasury at Delphi nosticism. and an expanding circle of indiffer-
" a C' vd the,t°P of the P‘le w»s surmount, enCe. When men are asked to accept teach-
th such a size that ings which their reason rejects they are verytcC Zld6Stal statue toEether were worth likely to become indifferent to the Subject to 
£1,200,000 of our present money. Theçe, hdw- which such teachings . are applied. Agnosti-
ever, formed only a tithe of his gifts. Many of cism, which is not a belief, or a creecf or a
he objects dedicated by him were dispersed plilosophy, but simply a state of mind’ mav

, al . 1 c®”^ury later, when the temple was be a very proper attitude towards the higher
^d f?Und tbelr way into the treasuries . truths, the unexplainable truths of God.

0 e Greek states . . . among them being Nevertheless it may bè taken as certain 
an enormous gold cup and four barrels of sil- that all truth necessary to human welfare is 
ver and two bowls, one of silver and one of within the range of human intelligence, and as 
S a,l human intelligence is not of a high order, it

seems to follow that; necessary -truth is sim
ple. Now simple truth must be something 
that can be demonstrated beyond a question, 
It is an elementary truth, upon which the 
whole science of mathematics in all its various 

f branches is based, that two are more than 
' one. This is a simple, self-evident fact. It 

does not require proof. Have we anything 
like"this in the domain of spiritual truth? If 

= we accept the teachings of the New Testa
ment, we are- compelled to admit that the 
reality of spiritual life may .be as apparent as 
is the fact that two are more than one. The 
fact is discernible by each individual for hiih- 
self. There may be secondary evidence of it 
in the livts of others, but the primary evidence 
is in our own consciousness. This is what St. 
Paul meant when he said that certain things 
are spiritually discerned. For there is a spirit-

The fame of the beauty of Clothilde 
spread far and wide from the court of her un
cle. Gondebaud, King of the Burgundians. Not 
only was she reported to be beautiful, but 
her education and her talents were great. 
With these qualities she combined youth, and 
being of royal descent, she was well fitted to 
be the bride of any one of the highest digni
taries. Her father was Chliperic,
Gondebaud, who had put him and her two 
brothers to death, and he had also caused her 
mother, Aggripina, to be thrown into tie 
Rhone with a stone tied to her neck. Thus 
the young girl stood friendless, uncertain as 
to what her fate would be, for Gondebaud, 
though professedly a Christian, was a cruel 
monster. When Clovis, who was then only a 
little more than twenty, heard of the loveli
ness of Clothilde, he determined that she 
should be' his bride, tie- accordingly sent a 
messenger to Gofadebaud, asking for her hand. 
The Burgundian king did not desire to assent 
and he was afraid to refuse, for the fame of 
the young monarch of the Franks had reached 
him, and he dreaded the revenge his hot spirit 
might take, if he were thwarted. There are 
several accounts of what followed, but we will 
give that of Gregory of Tours, who lived very 
shortly after ihe event took place, and may be 
assumed to have received the story current in 
the days of Clovis himself.

A Roman named Aurelian was chosen as 
the messenger to acquaint Clothilde of the 
desire of her suitor; but so carefully guarded 
was she, that Aurelian had to disguise himself 

mendicant. The young girl received him 
willingly enough, and there were no objec
tions from her guardians, for it seemed to be 
safe enough to permit her to see a poor man 
in rags, who came asking for alms. As was 
the custom of those days, she caused him to 
be seated and proceeded to wash his feet. As 
she bent before him, he leaned over and whis
pered : “Lady, I have great matter to 
nounçe to thee if thou wilt grant 
audience.” Clothilde was ready for an ad
venture, and she readily arranged for a pri
vate meeting. When they, were alone, Aure
lian gave her the message sent by Clovis, at 
the same time han^itlg her that king’s ring 
in token of good faith. She heard the request 
with great joy, and giving-Aurelian her ring 
to present to Clovis, and a present of gold for 
himself, bade him,tell her;suitor to come with 
messengers quickly and demand her han.d, for 
she'said thaf Aiiridius, who was high in the 
counsels xit Gon4ehaud,,!migbt any day return-1- 
from Constantinople, where he had gone on a 
mission, and would undoubtedly prevent the 
marriage. Aurelian returned as he came. On 
his way he fell In with a mendicant, and the 
two traveled in company until the latter 
robbed him of his wallet and all it contained. 
Fortunately Aurelian was not far front home, 
and he sent out his servants, who soon found 
the thief and brought him to Aurelian, who, it 
is said, pummelled him for three days and 
then set him free. ;>

Pleased with the success of his messenger, 
Clovis at once despatched an escort to bring 
Clothilde to him. Gondebaud was for delay
ing the nuptials, but 'Clothilde hastened them 
on, and she was duly espoused in the name of 
Clovis, whereupon she set out on her journey 
in a closed carriage, wherein was much treas
ure. She had not proceeded far upon her 
journey, when she learned that Aridius had 
already returned, and she said to her escort 
that safety lay. only in her descending from 
her carriage and mounting on horseback and 
riding fonvard with all speed. Her course 
proved wise, for Aridius was no sooner re
turned than he persuaded Gondebaud that he 
had done a very foolish thing in giving his niece 
to Clovis. He said that Clothilde would be 
prompt to urge Clovis to take revenge upon 
him for the murder of her father, mother and 
brothers, and urged that a force might be de
spatched at once to bring the maiden back. A 
troop was accordingly sent out to fetch her, 
but she commanded her escort to disperse and 
burn and destroy everything near at hand, so 
as ,ta mislead an4 delay., her pursuers, while 
she rode forward to meet her future husband. 
Her character may be judged from her ex
clamation, when she saw the smoke arising 
from the burning villages: “I thank Thee, 
God Omnipotent,” she said, “for that I see the 
beginning of my vengeance for my parents and 
my brethren.”

The first effort of Clothilde after her

own
was

The conversion of Clovis was regarded by 
the authorities of the Church as a great 
achievement. Pope Anastasias wrote to him: 
“The Church, our common mother, rejoiceth 
to have borne unto our God so great a king. 
Continuous, glorious and illustrious son, to 
cheer the heart of this tender mother. Be a 
column of iron to sftpport her; and she in her 
turn will give thee victory over alt thine ene
mies. ’ Clovis read this blessing in a way 
that ^himed with his ambition. He forthwith 
arranged for the invasion of' Burgundy, where 
-Gondebaud had recently failed in an effort to 
reconcile the Arians and Athanasians. Gon
debaud recognizing his inability to cope with 
the young king, sent Aridius to him making 
overtures o{ peace, .which Clovis accepted on 
the Conditions that Burgundy should become 
tributary to him. To this Gondebaud agreed, 
and Clovis was at liberty to extend his 
quests and Christianity in another direction. 
In all his plans as well; as in the execution of 
them he had.the assistance of Clothilde, who 
was undoubtedly one of the mdst influential 
women of our Era, for it was due to her that 
the Franks became a Christian nation.

brother of

con-
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TALES OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

The Story of Croesusas a

us was a

an-
me secret

■Wüümi..... . mar-
riage was to induce her husband to embrace 
Christianity. She herself was an Athanasian, 
but Gondebaud and the Burgundians gener
ally were Arians. She argued long with Clovis 
to induce him to abandon Paganism, but he 
steadily refused. When their first child was 
born, she caused him to be baptized, but the 
little-boy died soon after the ceremony. Clovis 
reproached her bitterly, saying that if their 
child had -been dedicated to the gods of his 
fathers it would have lived. Clothilde prayed, 
says the narrative, for another son, and one 
was born to her. Stedfast in her faith, she had 
this child baptized also, whereupon it sickened 
and seemed at the point of death. She prayed 
earnestly, and the child was restored to health. 
Clovis

In return for this the whole of Greece 
united to do honor to Croesus. He and his 
subjects were granted all the rights of citi- 

ship of Greece in perpetuity, “the privilege 
of priority in consulting the oracle before all- 
comers, precedence for his legates over other 
foreign embassies, and a place of honor at the 
games and all religious exercises.”

Croesus brought about his own downfall' 
after a reign of almost unprecedented splen
dor, when he went to war against Çyrtis, arid 
invaded Cappadocia. The oracles had given 
him warning, but he had not ifttenpreted their 
prophecies aright, and Cyrus defeated him on 
the battlefield, and then when Croesus had 
retreated to Sardis, his own capital, and, re
lying on the-cold weather to keep his enemy, 
at bay, and had dispersed his troops, even dis
missing for the winter his splendid cavalry,

l
zen

was yet unconvinced, and it was only 
after his promise made in the heat of an uncer
tain battle, as related in the last article, that he 
seriously contemplated embracing Christian
ity. Even then he was baptized only with 
great reluctance. Clovis was a man who did 
nothing by halves. Having determined to be
come a Christian, he had no patience with any
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