" - vailed) was ‘all 'that could be wished:

? HE first duel recorded in history is that
#E. - of David and Goliath, when the giant
\\\‘24’ was slain by a stone propelled from a
"'-‘f; . sling in David’s hands. Then we have
i the mortal strifé between Jonathan
e and Pudeus, mentioned by Josephtis;
the combats between Artebarus, the noble Rq—
man, and the barbarian, and of Sloga with his
antagonist. These instances show that duelling
was countenanced by the Hebrews and the peo-
ple of the ancient republics. Duelling in Europe
wag introduced before the Christian era and
soon became universal for the redress of private
wrongs or for the gratification of private hate.
In France, royal edicts for the suppression of
the practice proved futile, and to the present
day cartels are issued and accepted and duels
fought; generally, however, it is pleasant to
note, without bloodshed. In Great Britain and
Ireland the code was often resorted to on the
slightest provocation. Sir Jonah Barrington,
in his sketches, mrentions two hundred and
twenty-seven duels by Irishmen during his life-
time. Queen : Elizabeth attacked duellihg by
restricting fencing schools ; but this did not pre-
vent her favorite, the Earl of Essex, from fight-
ing a duel. When word was. brought to Her
Majesty that he was woundéd, she is said to
have exclaimed: “I ain well pleased. Essex
was becoming intolerable, and this will be a
lesson to him.” In modern parlance, the Earl
was “getting too fresh.”’

Many of the most noted Englishnien in the
past and preceding centuries fought duels, for
various reasons. Castlereagh, Pitt, Fox, Can-
ning were all called out. Edward III. of Eng-
land fought a Frenchman named Ribatimont in
Francey and having vanquished him, loaded him
down with favors, remarking that he was a
brave man. Francis I. of France in 1577 ¢hal-
lenged Charlcs V. of Gérmany. The challenge
was accepted, but the monarchs never met.

O’Connell, having killed an antagonist in A

duel; was never the same tnan again, and de-
clined all subsequetit calls. to’ mortal combat.
In-1835, Disraeli (lord Beaconsfield) challenged
Morgan O’Connell; son of the “Liberdtor,” for
words spoken by his father in debate. O’Con
nell, senior, thus referred to Disraeli: 1
«“I cannot divest my mind of the belief that,
if this fellow’s genealogy werestraced, it would
be:found that heiis the lineal ‘descendant and
true “heir-at-law of the’ impenitent thief "Wha
atoned for his crime on the eross.” - . 4
This sarcasm- struck Disraeli, s who was of
Jewish erigin, like a poisoned arrow. Morgan
O’Connell declined 'the challenge ahd Disraeli
threatened to castigate the elder O'Connell, but
the threat was never carried out. S

The duel in 1804 between Alexander Hamil-

ton and Aaron Burr, in which Hamilton fell, is.

always referrgd to in American annals as a
most , deplorable affair. Hamilton was the
young republic’s greatest statesman, and a close
iriend of Washington—albeit he was a Briton,
having ‘been born in the West Indies. Burr,
who had been vice president, was suspected of
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traitorous designs against his country,  Aditer
Hamilton’s death, Burr was shunned, and died
in abject poverty. i

Henry Clay and John. Randolph, two. emi-
nent. Americans, fought. Clay /took deliberate
aim at his antagonist, and missed. Whereupon
Ranpolph fired his pistol in the air, remarking:
“I would not have seen him fall mortally, or
even doubtfully, wounded, for all the lands
that are watered by the King of Floods and all
his tributary.streams.” The combatants then
shook hands, embraced and were éver after-
wards friends.

In California the code was recognized, and
the declination of a challenge was regarded as
evidénce of cowardice. 'Gen. Denver, in whose
horor the City of Denver, Colorado, was named,
killed E. A, Gilbert, a.member of congress from
California, in 1852, John Nugent, editor of the
San Francisco Herald, wounded an antagonist
in. 1852, and in 1853 met Thomgas Hayes, an
alderman, when he was’ dangerously’ wounded,
but recovered.

In the summer of 1858 Nugent was sent to
British Columbija as a special commissioner fto
inquire into the-treatment of Americam citizens
by our government, they having complained of
unjust and oppressive laws. Nugefit was cor-
dially received and entertained by Gov..Douglas, -
and visited the mines on .Fraser river 'On
his return he submitted a savage report, al-°
leging that the treatment of'the American min-
ers by our government should " call‘forth at
least a remonstrance.~ The réport was pigeon-
holed at>Washington and no-dction was ever-
taken. i :

In 1854 GRorge A. Dribble, a midshipman
in the United States  serviee -in"" California,
fought E. B. Lundy, @ Canadian; of “Lundy!s '
Lane. Both showed a couzages# worthy ofa

better cause. Dribble was killed. i

In 1854 there came to- California: Lofa
Montes, an extraotrdinary female. Through heér
intrigues she had caused a popular rising about
six years before in Bavaria, ‘where she becagi
the companion of the King, Louls, wha ereatdd
her the Countess de Lansfelt. Her conduet there -
was scandalous, She was an Irish girl, appeared
first in Paris as a danseuse and created a great
sensation there. Duarier dnd Bouvallon, Par-:
isian swells, fought about " her,.and. Duarier,
whose “friend” she was at fhat time, was kille
At the inquest she said, “Uf-was“a bettésr sh
thah Duariér, and'if I had liknow#t that Bouvals:
lon watnted satisfaction, I would haye fought
him myself.” i S e
.. After coming to Americg Lola was!con-.
stantly in trouble because of hier, pugnacious dis-
position. Her admirers were many and severat. '
fistic encounters; and -duels-restilted from: ef- -
forts to win her favor.. Finally,'she married Pat:
Haull, a well known nan abodt. San Francisea,

«“just to get rid of him,” as-she-expressed it. A

few days later she horsewhipped hes hsuband
publicly and applied for and got a divorce..
Hull was a good-natured fellow; sloppy in his
habits, not over-clean, and. very .fond of a

. N

by -her former-admirers

gdence being*given,

-being- conducted  frt

“drap,” and a big “drap,” too, of the “ctater.”
One evening, speaking of Hull, she said the
world was divided ‘into three = classes, Men,
Women and Its. “Pat Hull,” she added, ‘is an
£ i :

The Countess was met by a friend of mine
one evening at supper with a few other young
fellows. She was fond of wine, smoked cigar-
ettes and told racy storigs of her Parisian ad-
ventures and of the Bavarian court. She was a
fascinating woman, an excellent conversational-
ist, very intelligent and a fairly good actress:
But it was ‘as a dancer. that she excelled all
contemporaries. Every movement was a poem,
and it was deemed a rare privilege to see the
‘handsome credture in short skirts and tights
flitting across the stage like a fairy and assum-
ing. the poses for which she had become famous
on two continents, and which had captivated
King Louis and proved: his ruin. Her favorite
turn was the “spider dance,” which was very
suggestive, but not very vulgar. Lola’s chief
beauty lay in her coal-black eyes and her limbs.
She must have been very beautiful once, but
when she came to ‘California she had faded
somewhat—late suppers and dissipation had got
their work in on her face ; but, those businesslike
eyes—they were as bright and sparkling as ever
—looked. you through fand: through, and 'de-
sarnided- admiration; if not adulation. The weak
man whoonce looked ‘itite the deep well of

those soulful orbs 1ost himself, ‘and_ flounder-

ing ‘in-the depths, ¢dsf fame and: fortune and
character at her feet! . The wonien never took"
to” Lola.; * Lola.. Montes' was, not a womanly
woman,, - But, the men-raved -about her, . She
challenged seyeral of her admirers, but they got
out of the difficulty inl somie way, perhaps by thei

ayment of money. ¢ shi
paralysis,“which en - “fascinating’ career;’
and ‘she’diéd in a New York
‘rechiced to a crusts
A gentleman named: :

i P
iy 4

"1857.-was the United. States commissioner. for
. the ‘Pacific Coast,

re him .one day in.
1857 was brought ' 1
slave—by his late © - At that time, under
the fugitive slave lawya runaway slave, if caught
in a free state, coul

States comimisSioner;: pon satisfactory evis

tody for de

ety to)
place negro of pure
k as night. He had¥

and. was brought in 2

just an ord
African blop

been configed in
carriage 18 Mr. Jo

riot ;ocgurred. . The
made i 1

shed seemed imminent. It was with extreme
difficulty 'and only after‘a severe struggle that’
the prisoner remained fn the hands of the au~

#st she-Had a stroke of -

EEELE Gesel i -ings and comiugs no man could trace.

vextreme illness:

“ap escaped fugitive,
_haled before a United:
‘on ¢afth, for th

¢ remanded to cugs

N i ""."iéi”’"

on's office. As'he was™

.

thorities, and when he reéached the office his
clothes were in tatters, Johnston heard the
evidence and freed the negro, who was carried
on the shoulders of the blacks and their white
sympathizers to a place of security. For many
days Lee :was a “blatk lion,” and receivéd an
ovation wherever he went. '©One of the minis-
ters preached a sermon upon the event and
Archie occupied 2 prominent seat in a front pew
during the ' service. . A large collection
was taken up for his benefit, and receptions, at
which he was the guest of honor, were held. Ar-
chie seemed to enjoy/the attention he received,-
and had he had brains and education might
have reaped a fortune from a lecture tour; but,
as has been recounted, he was only 2 common-
place darkey who could neither read nor write,
and his habits were those of a-field hand or
stable man, so the town soon tired of him. Then
he came to Victoria, where he remained several
years and lost his reason. He fell into the habit
of standing at the cormer ‘of Yates and Gov-
ernment ‘streets, where formerly stood Bay-
ley’s hotel, a site that is now occupied by the
Imperial Bank building, and gazing pensively
in the direction of the Metchosin hills. = Day
after day, in fair or fine weather, in wind and

_ storin;-heat-and cold, with a dirty felt hat turn-

ed -back from his ‘forehead, clad in miserable
garments and wearing boots that were as holey
as ‘the ‘wooden pavement on Fort street, the
poor:darkey ‘stoodon the corner.  He toiled
ot ; neither did he spin. He spoke to no one,
answered no quéstions, just maintained his vigil
sHently* arid unobtrusively. His time for ap-

-pearing ‘was 'abéut<9 a, m. and his hour for

disappearing was about 4 o’clock. Where he
went 6 at night’or where he lodged’ was not

- known.. " The place where he took his meals (if

he ate’ at all): was’ never discovered. He was
altogether a’mysterious character,” whose go-
- Oné.day ‘Arehie hobbled to the corner with,
the aid of a stick and his face bore evidence of
5. He continued to drag himself
to the corner for some weeks, and at last he
came no more:- What becamé of him must ever

‘remain -an pnsolved mystery. He just dropped
-out of sight.. He hadibeen bought and sold and

;¥

whipped :(his body bore the marks of the lash),
+ starved, woinded and .despised ‘while
1, for t fofe reason that his Maker
idbestowed on.him a black skin. .May, he not
e b : w:.to" a realm wherep the
tot drawn and where, those who
re go up highér than those

egt one long ‘summer day?
d her: own little. fugitive slave
101861 a2 gentleman resident at

Oiy:ﬁbxa,:-faiﬁﬂ?\’fisii‘rﬁ ¢ here, brought his. black

. Body ‘servant with Him. - The servant was a

slave. ‘Although perfectly content with his sur-
roundings; h&wag '"iﬁ.quced to desert his master
and ‘take up his abode with Victoria friends.

He did- not-again return to servitude. “There
‘was some excitement on the wharf at the foot

of Yafes street 'when the master reasoned with
and endeavored to induce his “chattel” to re-

turn with him: Wt the doctrine that ‘once a
slave sets foot om British soil he is free, was a
plied and recognized in this case. "-

Referring again to the duelling era,brings
up the face and form of a dear friend who has
long since passed on. His name was Racey
Biven, and he was a journalist. He was a lit-
tle scrap of a man, scarcely five feet: but he
was a plucky fellow, full of noble sentiments
and good thoughts, and chivalrous. In appear-
ance he was rather grotesque. He wore his
rich yellow hair long, and it fell in heavy folds
upon his shoulders. His coat was of fine blue
broadcloth, with short waist and long skirts.
His boots were high-heeled, and he carried o
gold-headed cane, which had been his father’s..
I confess that when I first mét Biven (we were
then strangers) I was inclined to laugh out-
right —his get-up was so funny. He resembled
a Beau Brummel gone to seed. When I came to
know him 1 congratulated myself that I had
restrained the desire to laugh, for he would
have struck mie with his’ cane, or challenged
me, and I should have missed making a most
delightful acquaintance and, perhaps, should
not have lived to write this article.

Biven had married a daughter of one of the
old Mexican families with lots of land and lit-
tle. money: The money was soon spent, and as
the land, which is :now werth many millions,
was: then worthless, my friend was forced to
return:to journalism to eke out an existerce.

One day while passing,along a ‘downtown

p-

‘street, a big, burly-man named Dorsey insult-

ed Biven. A challenge was sent to Dorscy,
which he accepted, and ‘the two, with seconds,
surgeons and friends, proceeded to the Oak-
land side to fight. The affair’ had got noised
about, and hundreds followed the principals and
seconds to the field of battle. Buggies, express
wagons, carriages and ‘every coficeivable con-
veyance were impressed-to carry the multitude
to the scene, and those who could not get con-
veyances . “footedit,” the road “being lined by

an excited concourse.” -~ Lk

" Arrived on ‘the ground, thirty feet were
paced off and the’men took their places, pistsls
in hand. At the‘word both.weapons were dis-
tharged, Dorsey’s ‘ball entered Biven's left
wrist, tearing away a bone or two and crippling
him slightly, g‘i‘"\?eﬁfs ball struck his antagonist
squarely in the waistband and drove the top

_button of his frousers.into the skin .of his

stomach. Biven grasped his.woundedarm and
1iig pz':madt hﬁ%ﬁ@g’mﬁm position Jike a
Stoic,.Dorsey, believing that he was anortally
wounded, fell to the ground and roared for a
surgeon, - The .examination. showed that his
wound was superficial, although-painful. Like
beauty, it was only skindeep, and the flattened
bullet was picked.up.on the ground, -

“Racey,” I asked him one day, “how did
you feel when you faced Dorsey?” -

“Why,” replied the plucky little fellow, who
lay in bed with his arm bandaged, “I felt calm
and safe, fer I did not believe the good Lord
would allow' that miserable hound t6°kill me.
And He didn’t!” e RETL
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ational Difficulty

9 HE one hundred and twenty-second  anni-
veérsary of the St George’s sociéty of Hali-
fax, was celebrated last night with a ban-
quet at the Halifax hotel, says the Hali:
fax Herald, in its issue of April 24th. The
feature of the postprandial proceedings
was:.the elogquent plea made by Mr. Jus-
-tice "Russell for a greater imperial idea~—
for faith in the glory of our destiny.

himself he had unbounded confidence. 'The banquet-
ting hall was decorated with the Union Jack and the
Cross of St. Geéorge, the menu was excellent, and the
spirit of camaraderie and good fellowship that pre-
The company
surgounding the tables was large and brilliant, In
tak ‘thair was C. E. W. Dodwell, C. K, who for ths
third time had been placed in that honorable posi~
tion, On his right sat Governor Fraser, Mayor Mac-
lireith and Mr. Justice Russell, on his left, Chief Jus-
tice Townsend; Brigadier-General Drury, J. C. O’'Mul-
lin and S.. M. Brookfield. = S % &

It was a few minutes after ten ¢’clock when Pre-
sldent -Dodwell rose to propose the King. Before.do-
ing this Mr, Dodwell referred briefly to the prosper-
ous condition of the society, its. increasing member-
ship and its ‘enhancéd usefulness’'' Mr, Dotdiwell ex-
pressed the regréts of the premier, the attorney-gens
eral, the bishop and others at inability to be present..
Telegrams of gréeting and good wishes were = read
from sister societies in New York, Montreal, Toronto,
Ottawa and Guelph. It was also, Mr. Dodwell said;
the 122nd anniversary of the New ¥York society, and
from Guelph came the honored- assistant vice-presi-
dent of this society. A cordlal welcoms was given
to the guests of the soclety and then the toast “The
King” was given and honored..

In proposing “St. George and Merrie England,”
President Dodwell sdid some pleasant things of Eng-
lishmen' in a happy way. They had been said to be
less loyal than other Britishers, but their loyalty is
not the kind that is shown on the surface so unmis-
takeably as that of others. But it is none the “less
deep.
showing hig loyalty in the same way, but on occasion
he does manifest it, as witness Mafeking night in
London. | Mr. Dodwell asked the society to drink to
the toast of the evening, “8t. George and Merrie Eng-
land.”  The toast was enthusiastically honored,

Mr. Justice Russell responded in fine style. After

some appropriate preliminary remarks, he said that
in the Greville memoirs an incident is told of a man
whom Greville pronounces one of the wisest men he
ever heard of.
the Tuileries for wandering about with a bandage
over his mouth and jaws. When he was brought be-
fore the maglstrate and questioned as to the, motive
and meaning of this singular procedure, his . reply
was, that he was a very impudent person and had
discovered that he could never open his lips without
getting himself into trouble. Hence he had concluded
that the best thing he could do was to clamp himself
.up in the manner that had led to his arrest..

I am reminded of this. incident by the reflection
that the last time I had the temerity to spealk from a
public platform, I becameé involved in a controversy
Wwith no less than half a dozen open antagonists be-
sides an innumeérable company of anonymous com-
mentators. I was about making up my mind to adopt
the expediént of the wise man of the Tulleries when
the task was laid ngon me of speaking for.8t. George
and Merrie England. But 1 suppose I need not fear
that in this loyai assembly awd in this English ecity,
anything that can be sald to tt}a honor of St. George

For

/fathers.

The Englishman does not feel, the need - of:

He was arrested in the Gardens of.

. bourné-and Mr. Ewart, I should rather ‘ask Lord Mel-

or the praise of Merrie England will ever expose the
speaker tp the necessity of defending himself in the
newspapérs. The city in which we dwell was foundea
under the auspices of St, George,.and by an offshoot
from the stock that has made :the glory of Merrie
HEngland, some of its best blood has come from the
veins of those who left behind them all their earthly .
possessions and saw before them nothing but a long
vista, of poverty and hardship that they might be true
according to their lights to the England of their fore-
They made their choice- more than a hun-
dred years ago, and I think one of the greatest prob-
lems of world politics that presents itself for solution
at the present day will bé found to be -intimately
bound up with the question“whether in the midst of
our abounding prosperity, in peace and plenty and
security, today we are prepared to confirm the choice .
that our ancestors made on thelr own and our behalf
a century or more ago. :

I should not have thought that this was a live
questfon if it had not been gravely discussed by a
distiriguished publicist a few weeks ago under the
auspices: of the Canadian club. J, 8. Ewart, K. C.,
who discussed this question recently in Halifax and
St.-John, starts out with the thesis that the present
imperial reldtions ¢annot perpetually or even inde-
finitely continue, that-a great nation such as the
Dominion of Canada, with its territory  stretching
from sea to sea and from the rivers to the ends of
the earth, eannot forever more continue in even theo-
retical subordination to a government in which it is
not represented. To this proposition every thinking

' Canadlan and every self-respecting Canadian. must,

it seems to me, subscribe, but the solution présented
by Mr.sEwart must -have seemed to the most super-
ficlal of those who heard him, an dmpossibility, and
it has been criticised by Mr. Fraser, who writes from
Harvard university with unanswerable force. M¥T.
Ewart's curious political structure with its aggrega-
tion of self-governing commonwealths, each having
its independent power of making treaties  involving
the possibllity of peace or war, and yet all subsisting
under & commop sovereign, is really the most remark-
able political conception that ever entersd into the
mind of man. Of course Mr. Ewart is no fool, and
it is easy to see that his common sovereignty of King
Edward and his successors ig merely a concession to
the feelings of those, of whom there are, I trust, very
many, who would be shocked by the proposal to cut
the tie that binds us to the motherland, and break up
the British empire into a hundred fragments.

Against these  derisive "counsels, while: they are
perhaps legitimate questions for discussion, I think it
is rione too soon for those of us who think otherwise
to raise our voices. %

There was once a British premier who was the
typical representative of Merrie England, whose uni-
versal solvent for the political problems by which he
was from time to time confronted, was the solution
of laissez faire—“Can’t you let it alone,” said the easy
going Lord Melbourne to many-a difficult and pres-
sing problem, and it is really surf)ﬂsln'g how many
apparently insoluble difficulties' will in Some fashion
find themselves remedied in course of time by this
very simple manner of treatment.. The future of
Canada, which to my mind, means the future of the
British empire, may not be one of thosé questions,
but if we must -make our choice between T.ord Mel-

bourne's question, “Can you not let, it alone than

Mr, Ewart's questions, with its implication of an af-

firmative answer, “Can you not pull it to pieces?”
Think over the matter for a moment. . When oun

7

~took a definite stand by the side of England

ancestors, or those of many of us here present, exiled-
themselves to Halifax and the sister city of-St. John;
when our fellow-countrymen- 6f Ontario ‘came over
the lake to York and laid the foundation of what has
become the beautiful city of Toronto, the intellectual
centre, I suppose, we may failrly consider it of the
Domhinfon of Canada; when our French-Canadian
fellow citizens, under the leadership of a loyal ﬁlerggf,

n the
great imperial crisis of the times that tried men’s
souls, what was the vision that Held them true to
their allegiance to the British crown? Was it not the
conception of a united empire, a great family of kin=-
dred nations grouped abolt the ' old homestead—
with. common interests and ecommon aims, with the
sanf® ideals of civic ‘virtue, of human liberty and
political progress, presenti: a common front to all
the hostile forces of the world about them. and bound
togg&her-in an -indissoluble union for mutual protec-
tioff and-defence? But Mr. Ewart seems to be telling
us that thissis all an idle and impossible dream, and
he hds traced with infinite:‘cleverness - the proposal
and the abandonment of one after another of the
varipus expedients that have been £rom time to time

-presented with a view to making our Imperial réla-

tions more logical than théy are ‘and rendering our
imperfal union more effective for the purposes ' of
common defence, and more just than it is now in the
incidence of the imperial burden. He has followed
these projects one after the other to their graves, and
he does not pretend to be a miournier at the obsequies.

His logical conclusion I8 that the solution of the prob- .

lem of imperial union is an impossibility, and al-
though he does not, I think, quite definitely 8say, or
did not in the address to which 1 refer, his answer to
the question of Canada’s future is independence.
Now I weuld be greatly Iimpressed - with Mr.
Ewart's demonstration that the solution of the im-
perial problem is impossible, if it " were not that
throughotut the whole course of our history as a na-
tion, we have been doing impossible. things. Hardly
one of the great political events that have gone to ‘the
expansion of England and the conselitation of Britisa
power throughout the world has not seemed an im-

. possibility until it was actually adcomplished. From

the days of the Heptarchy down to our own, from Al-
fred tHE Great down to Edward the Peacemaker, what
great imperial event can you poifit me ‘to that did not
seem ‘as difficult at the moment and as  apparently
insoluble as the political ‘puzzlés over which Mr..
Ewart has been worrying our minds and disturbing
aur peace?  'Was the repulse of the Dane less difficult,
or-absorption of the Norman, or the curbing of King
John, or the triumph of the Long Parliament, or the
union of ‘Scotland; or the winning of the battle of
Plassy and the founding and consolidation of the
Indian empire, or the overthrow of Napoleon, or the
conquest of South Africa? How many times was the
movement for confedera,uon dead before it was finally
accomplished? . And if we turn our eyes away from
our own empire for a moment and regard the achieve-
ments of ‘men of sur own race and lineage in tHe
great republic to the south 6f as, what problems of
statecraft have we to solve that present greater dif-
fieulties than those described b'y John Fiske in his
illuminating work of the criti

history, when it seemed as, if fhe results of the revo<"
lutionary war were to be thrown away in foolish ¢on-

. troversies over the supposed ~confilcting . interests of

the various states, and the union of hearts effected
by a common peril bade fair to be dissolved the
bitter ‘and violent wrangles of the continental cong-'

ress,  If Mr. Bwart had been living in those trying

I

-period of American

days he would have seen that'a federél” union-of the °

thirteen commonwealths was agp idle and - impractic-
able dream. But Madison - and = Hamilton thought
otherwise, and just as to their philb!o?hfcal ‘and pa-
tlent fortitude it is due that in place of ten or twenty
independent sovereignties with all their infinite possi-
bilities of perpetual war, we see over all the lower
half of ‘this great continent the Pax Americana now
firmly and for all time established, so let us hope, in
spite of all the failures of specific schemes that Mr.
Ewart has so triumphantly recorded, a solution re-

. mains to be discoversed by which the colonial status

which is so galling to Mr. Ewart may be thrown off,
without dissolving the empire which it has cost so-
much in blood and ‘treasure to establish. ' . X @

I believe that with patiénce and Providence, all the-
difficulties of which Mr. Ewart' makes ‘suchk moun-
tainous obstacles in the way of ‘a -consolidated empire
may be surmounted, and the political geniug that has
bullt up so fair a fabric of imperial gredtness and
power is not going to let the ‘whole structure fall to
pleces. If the discordant intérests of thé old Ameri- -

- can eolonfes could be harmonized into a united nation,

if the atates of Germany, Catholic ‘and .Protestant,
north and south, with all their divergent interests and
discordant séntiments could be welded into & united
power and become 8o strong as in the 'opinion. of
many to be a menace to the ascendancy of Britain, I
see no reason why we, instead of continning to build
up and consolldate should emter upon the downward
career of disintegration and dissolution. Our prob-
lems are many and difficult ds they stand. It is not.
clear, that the solution offered for them by the policy
of disintegration could open up more serious difficul-

ties than those which it would thus emdeavor 1o re< \

move.

. Samuel Crawford, who so often has delighted the
North British soclety with his Scottish songs, follow-
ed with a good English song, “The Island home of an
Englishman.” .He was warmly encored and responded
by repeating a part of the song. ; - 3

Willlam Crowe proposed  The Governor-Geperal
and the Governor. . ’

His Honor Governor Fraseér, who on rising was
loudly cheéred, responded in his custothary good
form. fter some happy pleasantries, the vernor
alluded ‘to the.speech of Mr. Justice Russell, whose
words had been timely and such as are much needed
in Canada today. The people from which we  have
Sprung have settled -eyery issue that has eome; to
them-—settled them honestly and rightly - according
to the light that they had. They.will settle the issties
that are yeét to come.  His honor objected té6. the
raiging of lssues that are only imaginary. He was
willing ‘to leave the questions of the fufure in the
confident hope that theyi would be djsposed of sensibly
and honorably, and for lne g00d of the world and the
empire. Those people who are restive, they don’t
know why, who are. wise beyond. their intellect, are
unnecessarily worrying. They are taking on them-

selves burdens which they had better leave alone. The -

British people are equal to any emergency that ma,

come before. them, and Capada will.be xcn?a&le a lansd'
worthy of its people and worthy of the empire . of
which we are a part., The three national forces of
Canada—Scottish, Irish and English-—can be. depend-
ed on to pighteously and gleriously work out a na-
tional destiny, even greater perhaps than that of the
3?&'32& which we sprang. ‘governor was loudly
s—Hollowing his ‘speech was a good song well sung
WA & WiKe, s .
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Dr. Themas Trepaman proposed. the teast “Can-
ada.”” He was brief but comprehensive :and much to
the point. The drinking of the toast was actompanied

by the singing of “The Maple Leaf Forever.”

The response was given by Chief Justice Towns-
hend. About this time last year, his lodship said, he
had the honor of being at the Guildhall on the .occa-
ston. of the- grand'bahquet to the colonlal premiers.
All who were'Breat and distinguished in ¥ngland were
the&é.‘ ‘What was the object of the banqbet? It was
to ‘honor Britain's children’ gathered from the four

uarters of the world. Who was ¢alled to respond to
the chief toast? Not the premier of Australia, of'the
Transvaal or of New Zealind, but the premier .
Canada, the empire’s oldest colony. Among othe
present whom Canadians know and homor were Lord
Strathcona and Sir Charles Tuppér. After ‘the ban-
quet, 8ir Charles had said to him '(Chief Justice
Townshend); ‘“That speech of Bir Wilfrid was ‘the
grandest and best that could have béen made.” - Sir
Charles was at political enmity with Sir Wiltrid in
Canada, and it pleased him very much to -hear the
veteran statesman speak in that way of the premier
of Canada: v " i e T 2

One sentiment the chief justice wished to leave
with the company on an occasion likg this
England was to the fore, was this: = What we should
cultivate is pride in our country and pride in our
race—satistaction that we enjoy the advantdge of be-
ing Britons. The chief justice, in concluding, took the
opportunity to speak of those who advocate the inde-
pendence of Canada as mmndm 8 most foolish
propaganda and one that & w
to anything. ) i

‘W. A. Major, the formier secretary of the society,
proposed the toast “The Canadian forces,” coupling
with it the name of Brigadier-General Drury, who on
rising was given a round of wearm applause.

General Drury took -the. hearty way in which the
toast had been received as a. compliment to the Cana-
dian forces. He spoké first of the permanent force,
seen on our streety and in our barrack yards, but
leaving the company to form their own opinion of it.
He was sorry we did not see moré of the active mi-
litla. They were the backbone of the military force
of Canada: He had had considerable experience in
one way or/another, and he felt that he could honestly
say that no militidmen with a fuller sense of their
responsibilities or ‘constituting a better class of men
than the militia in this city and provinee were to be
found anywhere in General Drury. said that
in thisghe was s ng in no ‘'mere spirit of flattery.
The mill had good opportunities for attaining

oiild never amount

tia here
proficiency and they avalled themselves of their ad-
ventages in a most creditable way. -

~ Mr. Marsh nq,n&:; 8o0d nuniber in fine style. Then
céme toasts to “Our Sister Societies,” proposed by
Robeért Theakston; “Our Guests” and “Our Next Mer-
rig Meeting' :

After a'Suffragist riot outside the British House
of A mons, a constablé was asked by a meémber if
th,e)‘r had had manimgple in the row. 3

. Never saw such a sight here in my life, sir.”

1 “Really? Were they very unruly?” -

‘An;r i ‘;'!gut kicking and scratching, and. going

on W /
And you didn’'t get hurt?” :

#No, ‘thank you, sir. ¥ou sde, il am:a married
man, so I know how to handle, women.’—Mrs. Alec
Tweedie. R S :
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