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leave. Their servants, thinking the sa- glanced at the tumbled heap which sur- hurried their train thither, showed that 
hibs would sit long at the feast, had rounded Sainton and cried:— the festical was not misnamed. Not only
gone off to revel with the rest of their “May Allah bear witness this night the ladies of the court, but the wives
hind, and there was a wearisome delay that thou hast saved my life, friend from and daughters of the chief nobles, occu- 
whilst one guard after another was des- beyond the seas. I did well to help thee, pled the stalls, and, while Walter was 
patched to search for them, the truth sud nobly hast thou repaid my service, busily superintending the unpacking of 
being that each chuprassi seised the op- But where is thy brother? 1 trust he his bales, he heard the Emperor himself 
portunity himself to indulge in libation has come to no harm r chaffering like an old wife about the
and eat the sweetmeats provided with When last 1 saw pirn he was instruct- ra]ne of a penny.
lavish hand for the hSusehold, before hq mg Prince Jahangir in the art of fence, He was bargaining shrewdly with a 
fulfilled his quest ~ *aid ?,toopm* to recOTer hu- hat beautiful Kaslimiri, and receiving as

The wedding cortege had gone, the which had fallen. good as he gave,
night was dark and cold, and the pati- Ha, sayst thou? 'Youjd that I had “What do you know of merchandise?” 
ence of the belated pair was fast ebbing, given the lesson in his stead. Search for . . <.yu m b_ a goo<] King,
when a hubbub of shouting and firing, him, I pray you, whilst I conduct this “« ^amly you He a BOor trader/’ 
mixed with the screams of women and lady to her father. “4nd von are selling Inferior silk bythe neighing of horses at some distance, Nur Mahal, who stood near seemwi And you are selling infer»^ si y
rudely disturbed the broking silence. 1 to be in a somewhat subdued mood. «Srted

“Gad'” roared Sainton. ‘T thought There was a new note in her voice as cover a bad apple, he retorted,
there would be a fight ” she murmured:— "If your Majesty can only admire, my

“The Prince has attacked the escort. “Heed me not, my Lord, but look for face,” said she, “I fear you must go
He means to slay Sher Afghan and the stranger. My heart misgives me as where you will be better served.”
carry off the girl. What can we do?” to his fate.” “Ohe„here is a prude! Come, accept
cried Walter. Sher Afghan gave her a quick glance, my price and let me take my compli-

"Bide where we are. Here copies clearing his eyes in wonderment. Before ments elsewhere.” 
news if I be not mistaken.” he could reply the girl darted forward. ,.And wbat sball I say when I render

Indeed, the loud trumpeting of an.elm “See, here he comes, and with him a short account to the Sultana?’ 
phant, and the shaking of the earth UB- prjgoner. For my sake, if for none oth- —p.,. her that the King thought youer> ,et there be “ forther bloodshed!” iU.^Umg^ he showed™VMvo?.”° 

in fnl? retreat The , The appeal was timely. Walter, hold- ‘•Tour Majesty is reputed to be a bet- 
of the Diwan—those Jahangir, whom' he had purposely ter judge of women's nature. Then, in- wbo1 were left ‘at toe1 entrance—barred kept in Uie background until the turmoil deed, the Sultana would regard me a 

the got^and left the Englishmen stand- b»d.«ubd«fd. uow advanced. But toe curiosity.”
ing outside. But there was a lamp there .bfadh j füV “Oh, go to! You are vain as a pea-
and toe row of little lights on top of the Mger torenew^itoel taterraited “ck. Here not npt a pice more!”
wall lit up the roadway sufficiently to 7™™’ to renew a duel mtemipted Qe threw down some copper coins,
reveal the approach of the elephant. g word bnmd toi wîv^ elephant' •>“. and affected to drop a number of gold 
He came with the speed of a galloping W“N0t ” he erM determinedlv “The pieces b>' accident- ®»«. lad? promptly
horse, his trappings flying in wild disord- „be,"jSd .ta covered them with a fold of her san,
er and his trunk uplifted in terror. Be- ... ™\f.*ni aDd Akbar strolled away to another
hind him raced a mob-of armed men, but * JSSSJUT”Jht -w.î «Ww“tall. Among the money she found a on his left side, managing a fine Arab gemiernentoould fight over a worthier ^ ar ^ thg gift of a jewel was a 
with consummate skill, and cutting and w^an. wnii« you were detending ner gignal gign of royal favor.
Prtore^aMroeir leaning was raised to strike you dead.” “They tell me an elephant broke loose
Prince J&nimtfT. The Persia , * The Persian stood as though he had outside the Diwan’s house last night,’
Sr vrtth equal^fury to^kilTor maim his been stabbed indeed. He bent a piteous said Abbar, stopping in front of Wal
ing With equal iury ™ of glance on his wife. ter and eyeing him keenly.
the Meehant^and toe durance in height “Is it true,” he asked brokènlv, “that “FoF a little while 1 fancied it was a 
betwèe^toe’huge brute an^toe ho4e, you would hâve done .this thing?’ whole menagerie, your Majesty,” was

5 jl if not impossible for She shrank from him. the quick answer,either comptant to injure toe other. “You forced me to wed you,” she pro- “So. And this other elephant, the 
vtt Sh?r Afghan’s face was bleeding, tested. “I did not loveyou.” Hathi-sahib, made a pen for toe beasts?

and Jahaneir’kclothes were torn. Evi- Plucking a dagger from his belt he “Assuredly they found him occupation
to?mahou?tumJdehnisaobhedi?nimo=ste? ^’Tdreamedto conquer the fickle heart '"’T* well.
towards the Diwan’s residence. of a woman,” he said. "If you were him at work, Meanwhile, you shall not

Daidnd «her Afghan. Mowbray saw minded to end your woes by my death, lose trade because young blood grows 
the white distraught face of Nur here is my unprotected breast. Kill me! hot. What is the value of your wares?'
Mahal He fancied though the whole It is my desire. Better that than an “A lakh and a half, your Majesty.” 
iW^Ment was fleeting as a dream, that assassin’s blow at the hands of the “Bones of my father! They must 
ihe held a dagger in her right hand, but woman I lore.” have told you that ‘Akbar’ meant ‘a
his Attention was distracted by Roger She burst into a passion of tears, and mint’ in your language.” 
shouting—- fell to her knees. “The meaning of your Majesty’s name

“I can see nowt for it but to cleave “Forgive me, my Lord, she sobbed, |g known far beyond the confines of your 
Tahansir in two as he passes. and her grief-was music in Sher Af kingdom.”

And*cloven the Prince assuredly would ghan’s ears.. If, indeed,, his wife regret- “Ha! Thy tongue is glib! And what 
have been for Sainton had draivn his ted her attitude he could afford to he ;g my repute with your King?” 
long straight sword, had not the ma- magnanimous. Throwing "word and “I have been told that he regards your 
hout suddenly wheeled the elephant dagger to toe ground he bowed to jfajesty1 witih great respect, which is 
against toe gate, upsetting the snorting Jahangir. . , , . saying much, as he is held by many toArab bv the maneuver, Jahangir was “Your Highness has been misled by b/a ”er>. s^lomon.“ 
thrown almost at Mowbray’s feet. The idle tongue,” he said. Tidings ofthis “Aye. the wisest fool in Christendom,” 
elephant charged the massive doors head brawl will reach the Emperor as fast aa broke in Sainton, in English, 
downwards, and they were tom from man can ride. Let you and me hasten Mowbray smiled and Akbar cried eag- 
toeir hinges as if they were paper bis presence and together seek his clem- er,T._

The arch collapsed, there was ency.” “What sayeto the Hathi?”
a crash of falfing masonry .and rent jt was a proposal which could only The translation which Walter rend-
woodwork, and the great brute himself, emanate from a chivalrous sou 1, but d accurateiy made him laugh heart-
stunned by the shock, fell to his knees. Jahangir was too enraged by his defeat, .,

And that, was the manner in whictt too embittered by Nur Mahals apparent „j doubt not thou hast an apt phrase 
Nur Mahal, on her weddmg night, came gubmiSsion, to avail himself of it. „ t0 describe me when my back is turned,” 

the Garden of Hearts uelignt. ..j ne,ther plead nor make excuse, be aaid t0 Roger.
he said. “Go you in peace with your „lf yoar Majesty leaves behind you 
bride. I call Allah to witness that J. tbe jabb and a half demanded by my 
have been misled by none save Nur partoer j ghall at least say that which 
Mahal herself. My followers have fled, ^ ..
though I am glad to see some of the "And
liare-livered dogs cumber toe ground. “That none but a royal bisd could cast 
Give me a horse and-d shall nde alone, el)Ch feathers.” 
if your foreign ally grants my liberty. "Biammah! Aught but that!

The lowering anger in his closely set four winds 
eyes, the quivering lips which scarce knave in India, for they will read it that 
could form the words, showed that Jah- none but a poyal goose could lay such 
angir was not only keenly resentful of egeg.”
his plight but that he scorned Nur Ma- Qf course toe imperial quip was much 
hal for her meekness. The appearance appjauded by those who stood near, and 
of toe Diwan, agitated and faltering in Akhar was so pleased with his own wit 
his steps, put an end to a scene which tbat he 'called for pen and paper and 
at any moment might have assumed a TOmmand*d an attendant to write an or- 
new phase of violence. The aged states- der on the Treasury for the amount 
man, when his first alarm was sped, named, fer, strange to say, this far-

than of seeing and intelligent monarch was quite 
illiterate. He could scarcely read, and 
his signature-was a mere scrawl. Nev
ertheless, his hieroglyphic» covered, in 
this instance a cmudderable sum, its 
English equivalent being £16,000. See
ing that the cost of transport of their 
goods amounted to only one-third of the 
sale price, both Mowbray and Sainton 
had the best of reasons to rejoice at this 
rapid change in their fortunes.-

But’ Akbar knew the value of money 
«s well as the poorest of his subjects.
Turning to a corpulent nawab who had 
lanehed loudest at his joke, he said:—

“Now, Agah Khan, thou slialt see that 
ready a seller as a buyer. Look 

at this roll of Persian silk. Think of 
the joy it will cause toy household. Is 
it not cheap at two hundred gold mv>- 
hurs. or shall we say two-fifty,' as thou 
wouldst not care to rob a man who scarce 
knew the value of his commodities.”

Agah Khan, not at ail elated by this 
twist of the royal humor, hastened to 
say that two hundred and fifty was the 
true price, at which figure he would cer
tainly purchase it. He knew Akbar.
Had he hesitated the figure would have 
risen by hundreds a minute.

“Nay, he not so shy, Nur-ud-din,” call
ed out the Emperor after one who af
fected an interest in another stall. “Here 
be spices of Gondar that shall make 
thee eat until the mirror reveals 
twice thy sise. What shall it be?’

“Fifty, O King of Kings,” was the 
quick response. >

“Fifty! When each grain doth seas
on a meal! A hundred at the least?’

“Be it so, shadow of Allah on earth!’ 
said Unr-ud-din; yet he looked so dismal, 
for he was a reputed skinflint, that 
Akbar smiled grimly, and there was dis
creet mirth with this masterful salesman.

"Gad!” whispered Sainton to Walter,
“I begin to catch the drift of the King’s 
bargpin. He hath a nice wit,”

In half an hour Akbar hod sold three 
fourths of their stock and retained the 
best quarter for nothing. They, all 
aglow with pleasure at this successful 
close of their venture, watched the pro
ceedings hi patience until the Emperor 
approached them again.

"It grieves me that affairs in the Dek- 
kan will detain me today,” he said, look
ing fixedly at Walter. “Visit the Treas
ury tomorrow, come hither at the hour 
fixed for this evening, and then journey 
with all speed and good fortune back to 
Surat.”

Now, Walter read a hint into the 
words. He 'bowed deeply, assuring the 
Emperor that he would obey his com
mands to the letter. Then, Akbar hav
ing gone, lie and R<«er went on their 
way with light hearts.

In a land where intrigue was rife, the 
signal favor shown by the Emperor to 
the two strangers was in every man’s 
mouth. This was clear from the respect 
paid to them as they rode forth from 
the palace. Each menial salaamed, and 
officials who had surveyed them with 
hauteur during their first visit rendered 
obsequious attention.

They were yet some little distance 
from the baxaar when two richly clad 
nobles, mounted on fine Turkoman Arabs 
overtook them, drew rein and entered

their Surat partner were ruined.
Walter’s dream of gaining a c mpe- ' 

ten ce and sailing speedily to England 
and Nell'e Roe was shattered. In his 
despair he debated with Roger the ad
visability of quitting Agra sec etly, and 
journeying towards Calcutta by river.

But Roger swore, with qua nt oaths, 
that he would beard Jahangir in bis pal
ace and shame him before all h’s nobles 
if he did not fulfil Akbaris behest. Mat
ters were in this desperate plight when a 
royal messenger was announced. , 

Wondering greatly what new develop
ment fickle fate had in store they ad
mitted the man. He salaamed with much 
ceremony and said:—

“My master, the Emperor Jahangir, 
second Sahib-i-Qiran,» bids the illustri
ous strangers wait on him tomorrow af- 
teh he appears at the jharoka (window) 
to receive the blessings of his subjects.”

Here was the unexpected happening 
in very truth. Had Kingship made Jah
angir a King? Would he rise superior to 
petty considerations and treat them with 
justice? Who could tell? As Roger

into conversation.(Continued.) were guards there, mounted and on foot, 
who challenged all comers. The Eng- 

“He knows us, too, growled Sainton, lishmen had taken the precaution to de- 
“Why should we not requite him for the tain Sher Afghan’s messenger- and he 
ill he would have dohe us. ‘Return good was useful now in preserving them from 
for evil,' saith the maxim, and twill questions and delay. Clearly, the Fer- 
be a good deed to let some of the bad sian warrior obeyed his master’s behests 
blood out of him.” to the letter. He not only knew the

“No, no. It would ruin our cause importance of speedy fulfilment of on 
with Akbar. Though he is our enemy, order but he did not disdain to use all 
he is less able to work us harm in this requisite means to carry it out. 
heathen land than in our own country. Outside the gates stood a troop of 
Let him pass. I vow he takes us for horse, toe stalwart sowars being either 
malign spirits, come back to earth to Rajputs or Punjabi Mahomedans, as 
vex him.” c „ . both of these warrior races found favor

Certainly the aspect of Dorn Geroni- at the court of Akbar. The transient 
mo’s face as the palki moved on and his gleams of fitting lanterns fell on their 
carriers resumed their song was toatof accoutrements, and revealed tbe pres- 
a man who gazed at a threatening vis- ence of several litters, destined, the 
ion. Incredulity blended with fear at young men thought, for the comfortable 
first, to be succeeded by a glance of ut- conveyance of Nur Mahal and her ut
most malevolence as his,shocked senses tendant women to the bridegroom’s far- 
resumed their Sway. That he recognized 0ff domain at Burdwan. 
the two friends was not to be doubted. Within the peaceful garden a different 
Sainton's gigantic stature alone marked spectacle presented t itself. The Dl- 
him out from other men, and, at that wan’s vast household' had used every ef- 
season of the year, their garb did not fort to make a brave display notwith- 
differ materially from the clothes they standing the short notice given. A myrl- 
wore when the Jesuit left them to their ad little lamps festooned toe trees or bor- 
fate on board the Spanish vessel in the dered the ornamental waters and flower- 
Tiiames. beds, whilst toe main avenue from the

He closed the curtains of his palki gate to the house was brightened by 
with an angry gesture, as though the Chinese lanterns and carpeted with rose 
sight of them was displeasing to him. leaves.
Yet Dom Geronlmo would have been a The guests were conducted, by a new 

lucky man in that hour had he blotted way, to yet another portion of the mag- 
them from his memory as well. pificent garden, and here they were

Nevertheless, his contemptuous action suddenly introduced to a spectacle which 
served to hide from him the fact that held them spellbound for a litle while. 
Roger reached out a long arm and de- In the midst of a green plot was an 
tained a fellow who - was hastening ■ to artificial lake, square, and protected by 
the rear of the Jesuit’s retinue. a small and beautifully carved white

“Whence comes thy master? he said marble balustrade. From each side ran 
gruffly. a causeway to a circular island in the

“From Lahore, sahib,” was toe stut- centre, its surface almost Wholly occu- 
tering reply, for the-man-was frightened pled by an exquisite - baraduri, -or strm- 
by the size of his questioner. mer house. The delicate fantasy of the

“And whither is he bound?’ . structure might have been designed by 
“To the court of the mighty Akbar, gome Florentine artist„ Inlaid with 

O protector of toe poor.” jaspar, carnelian and agate, it rose with
“Hath he been long in these parts t superb grace from the setting of the
“I know not, huzoor. I am a poor dreamy lake, whilst the causeways from

roan—” - the dark red sandstone enhanced its
“Treat him easily, Roger, put in peurl-like sheen in toe rays of the in- 

Walter. “See now, brothers here is a numerable rows of tiny oil lamps which 
rupee for thee. How is thy master ran a]ong every cornice and bedecked
known?” ' „ _ „ each tier of the plinth.

“He is called toe Fire-Father, an- Fountains in the lake itself, and the 
swered the native, reassured by toe sight shimmering waters reflected now the 
of the money and the relaxation of Kog- starry gleams of the lights, and again 
er’s grip. “They say he earned the name the solemn shadows of a row of tall cy- 
from the Emperor himself, because once, press trees, standing in stately order in 
when a moullah disputed with him, the the background and silhouetted against 
black-robed one challenged the moullah the unimaginable blue of an Eastern sky 
to enter with him into a raging fire. The foy night.
oue would carry the Koran and toe Jn the baraduri a band of native musi- 
other a Book by which he sets great cians were squatted on a rich carpet, 
store. Then, he said, it would readily They made a deafening row with sitar 
be seen whether Mahomet or He whom and daf-tbarki, murchang and mirdang, 
le calls Christ were toe more powerful, instruments with sounds as barbarous as 
But the moullah hung back, and toe their names, but capable, perhaps, o' 
Emperor laughed, I have been told. soul-stirring music to ears tuned to their 

“Aye,” said Roger in English, he torture. Near them, covered with heavy 
hath faith enough and to spare, I war- cloaks, sat a bevy of nautch-girls, who 
rant ye. Anyone who beheves that when the married pair had set forth on 
Spain can win her way in England will their first march, would be summoned to 
believe owt. And as for fire, God wot, the warmer rooms inside the mansion, 
he hath the stomach of a salamander for to dance there and sing tlieir love songs 
it. Now, had I been the moullah, I until dawn.
would have bid him go first into toe 'Between toe lake and toe house stood 
flames, when, an he survived toe ordeal, a mighty elephant, eleven feet high at 
Mahmoud should be scouted • as -a, rank least. • - His -enormous proportions were 
imposter." . magnified by a great silver bowdah with

They could obtain little further m- TOOf and curtain, and by the long trap- 
formation from the servant so they pjngg jjf scarlet cloth, embroidered with 
bade bim hasten after his master, and, gold thread, which swept down his mass- 
to still his tongue, Walter gave him an- lTe flanks nearly to the ground, 
other silver coin. That this fine brute was to provide

Though toe presence, of Bom .Geroni- toe triumphal, car for Sher Afghan and. 
moia Agra was an omto of badfortune" his wife was evident, when, in a covered 
they agreed, in converse over a meal of court beyond, Mowbray and Sainton 
which they were much in need, that his saw the Diwan and ®her Afghan enter- 
animosity would be exerted in vain if taining a number of native gentlemen, 
they maintained the good relations al- Active servants, clad solely in white, 
ready established with the Emperor, threw garlands of jasmine round the 
Akbar was renowned for his religious neck of each guest or offered golden salv- 
toler^nce. The tale told. by the native ers of pan supan, the savory betel leaf 
was one of many which revealed this so dear to Eastern taste. There was 
generous trait in a ftilèf dèftervêdly Wên expectancy in the air. The bride would 
entitled “the Great.” The Jesuits, com- soon come forth and pass forever from 
ing to India in the wake of the Portu- the enchanted garden. '. *
guese, were already well established in Itimad-ud-Daula received them with 
Agra, where they were then building a grave courtesy, and Sher Afghan, who 
splendid church. They and the Capu- seemed .In no wise disturbed by the 
chins, composed, for the most part, of known fact that Nnr Malial hated the 
learned and truly pious men, not only ‘sight of him, made his English friends
commanded respect by their discretion welcome. _„ ,
and Christion meekness, bpt won the ad- “I have met few of your nation, he 
miration of the educated classes by their said to Mowbray, but my heart has 
scientific knowledge. It was probable never gone out to a_«tranger as _ to you. 
that the religious zeal of a fanatic like and your brother. Yon snail not suffer 
Dom Geronimo would be' restrained by because J leave Agea-. • -I ha-ve spoken 
his wiser brethren. His intemperate to the Diwan concerning your affairs, 
language had earned him a typical sou- Rest content for a little wnile.^ When 
briquet, which stood out in curions con- matters are settled over there- ana,ne 
trast to the charity of the doctrines nodded scornfully towards the palace— 
preached by eminent missionaries like “he w;’I bring yoii forward agam. xon 
Father Joseph d’Acosta, a Portuguese, may be obliged to wait a month or two 
and Father Henri Busee, a Fleming. for your money. The Diwan

“I have heard,” said Mowbray, ex- vise you of this, and you may trust him. 
pounding some such theory to Roger, If it be so, come to me:at Burdwan, and 
“that the Emperor once became hnpati- I shall show you how to tul a tiger. 
ent at the reproaches of the moullahs, “How little maI? se«
who were ever denying him the use of ture,” confided Walter to Sainton when 
certain meats and wines. ‘If these things the Persian was called away. xon 
are forbidden by the Koran;* sai l lie, will perceive, Roger, that we should 
‘according to what religion can a man have missed a good deal had we not 
eat and drink as ne likes?* ‘That is the come hither tonight, 
teaching of the Christiana alone,’ said “He talks of the killing of tigers, but 
they. ‘Then let us all turn Christians,’ I vow he will first have the taming of 
said Akbar. ‘Let tailors convert our one,” said Roger. Here comes the 
loose garments into closer fitting coats, bride. Saw you ever such a spitfire ; 
and fashion our turbans.into hats.* He Soul of my body, Fd liefer charge a 
frightened them, sfid they all declared tow of spears than riimb into yon silver 
that, however it might be for common turret by her side. Yet Sher Afghan is 
men, the Koran did not affect the sot- a proper man, a finer fellow by half than
eF “Be "that as it may," said Sainton, rare, little for either,
“and the tale la not unlike some in vogue bnt would sell her happiness for a dia- 
abont oar own Jamie, I am a believer in dem.” ■ -
portents. Here we are in Agra, and not “She looks a quean of that sort. l 
a whole day before we ran np against a ken nowt of love, such as folk make 
girl and a black robe. In London—” songs about, but my mother always telt

“Yon will anger me, Roger, cried me never to wed a lass for a dowry. 
Walter in sudden heat, “if you speak She said it bred a heap of mischief and. 
thus of Nellie Roe and Nur Mahal in few fine bairns.” -
tbe same breath.” | Walter laughed, discreetly enough, but,

H “Bcod, you flare up in the twinkling „t that Instant, Nnr Mahal, who had îro- 
of a quart pot, the sheer name of which, perionsly flung aside her veil and was 

” gives me a thirst. What the devil! has i preparing to mount into the howdah on 
it not a queer semblance to magic, to y,e kneeling elephant, looked straight at 
say toe least?’ . _ him. , , ~ .Mowbray grudgingly admitted so Her face was deadly pale, and her 
ranch, but their discussion was interrupt- ]nstrous eyes Rhone with a strange light, 
by toe arrival of a messenger who, on paj„ struggled with anger in her glance, 
behalf of Sher Afghan, apologized very gbe wag defiant yet humiliated, and she 
handsomely for his master’s apparent shrank from the proffered hand of her 
rudeness in leaving them so hastily at the husband as though his touch would de- 
palaca, and invited them to toe weddmg Me her. When her gaze fell on Mow- 
ceremony that night at the residence of bray she singled him out for a specially 
the Diwan. , . .... scornful arching of her eyebrows and

“Here is a spark m a horry to light contemptuous drooping of her beautiful 
a bonfire,” cried Roger when he disen- ]ipg Considering that he had seen her 
tangled the request from a maze of com- t),at day for the first time and had 
pliments. , , „ scarce exchanged a dozen words with her

“ ’Twas the Emperor s command, he was taken aback by her evident dis- 
said Mowbray, dubiously. “I suppose dajn
we must go. He befriended us greatly. Somehow, though no word was spoken, 
though I hold it the wiser thing to send thoRe wonderful eyes said to him:- 
a civil excuse.” . „ I “Yon, too, have come to -witness my

He rose to bid their servants prepare ; degradation—yon, in whom I thought I 
their beat attire, and Roger eyed him had found a new lover.

■ with a smile. , . .. For some reason, unknown even to
“Aye aye” he murmured to himself, himself, he bowed sorrowfully. When h 

“Everything goes the same old gait, as ,ifted his head again, Sher Afghan was 
the man said when he tried a second seated beside his unwilling sponse, a 
wife. Here we are, off to the feasting. | gorgeously-clad mahnnt was prodding the 
Thank the Lord if there be fighting to elephant’s head with a steel ankns, and 
follow I shall not be snared this time the stately animal was marching off 
like an owl in daylight.” . into the shadow of- the cypresses, his

Indeed, the first visible indication of pnth being marked by two winding rows 
any unnsnal event in progress, when 0f lanterns. ... , ,
they crossed the bridge of boats before Feeling themselves slightly ont of 
gaining the pavilion in the Garden of : p]ace among the nnwabs. omrahs •aru’ 
Heart’s Delight, savored far moreof ai0ther grandees who formed the Diwan s 
campaign than of a wedding. There j guests, the Englishmen soon took their

At first, Walter answered their courte
ous inquiries unguardedly, but a ques
tion anent the préviens night’s escapade 
revealed a hidden motive. He describ
ed the affair jestingly, robbing it of seri
ons import.

“Nay, friend,” said one, the elder of 
toe pain “we heard Akbar's words. 
Prince Jahangir, a profligate and a 
drunkard, hath grieved him by his ex
cesses. Had the edge of thy sword fall- 

Jahangir’s neck, instead of the 
flat blade on Ms wrist there would have 
been little harm done.”

“A bold speech from 
know not”

“Would that a bold action by one 
whom we know not had rid the land of 
a pest!”

Amazed and somewhat distubed by 
this outspoken declaration, Mowbray 
wheeled his horse squarely towards toe 
speaker.

‘H would have you realize that my 
companion and I are traders. We have 
no concern with the court beyond toe 
sale of our goods,” he said sternly.

“Traders should not have enemies in 
high {daces.”

“We have none.
“Why, then, is one of the foreign) 

preachers closeted with Jahangir 
toe ninth hour? Why hath this same 
preacher spread toe rumor in the ba
zaar, that you are spies, emissaries of a 
king beyond the black water who is 
sending armed ships to prey on our terri
tories in the west?’

Hefe was unpleasant news, indeed. 
Mowbray must have looked his annoy
ance, because the other continued eag
erly:—

“This black gown hath established 
too great an influence over Jahangir. 
Were he dead, and his brother Khusrow 
recognized as heir, all would be well, 
and the store thou has made today 
would be quadrupled.”

“To whom do I speak?”
*“I fear not to give my name. I am 

Raja Man Singh, and this other is the 
chief of Bikanir.”

“Why do yon tell me these things?’ 
said Walter, sorely troubled, for the men 
were grandees of high position.

“Because, in God’s name, if Jahan
gir comes in front of thy sword, plunge 
it into him.”

Roger, who gathered the drift if not 
the exact significance of the talk, broke 
in in English :—

“If they’re thirst for Jahangir’s blood, 
Walter, bid them slit his weazand them
selves."

They evidently read his ejaculations 
ns hostile to toe Prince, for he from
Bikanir murmured:-----

“Good! The Hathi hath trumpeted." 
Now, Roger did not like the nickname 

given him by Akbar. He stretched ont a 
huge fist towards toe Rajput and roared: 
“I kill only in fair fight. Beware lest 
the slaying be done now, when, per
chance, we may win not only the Emper
or’s approval, but .that of hia eldest 
son.”

-His attitude surprised them, bnt they 
showed no fear. Raja Man Singh said 
coldly:—

“I have spoken. Many hours may not 
pass before you feel my words, not ut
tered without cause.”

spurred. his horse, and the other 
followed him in a sharp canter. They 
soon vanished ,in the distance.

The incident, perplexing though it was 
would not have troubled them greatly 
gave for toe reference to Dom Geroni
mo. Here was one whose rancor was 
implacable, his spleen being probably 
augmented by their presence in the 
Mogul capital and toe notable success 
they had attained. When they recalled 
the Emperor’s advice as to their depart
ure they saw that there was dangerous 
undercurrents in existence which might 
swamp the argosy of their fortune if 
they did not conduct their affairs wit£ 
exceeding discretion.

Hence, they hailed with joy the invita
tion from the Diwan to make his house 
their own during further residence in 
Agra. In toe caravansary they were 
surrounded by strangers who might be 
in anybue’s pay. In the Garden of 
Heart’s Delight they were, at least, un
der the protection of an influential min
ister, whose abode even Prince Jahangir 
was compelled to respect, else he would 
nto have resorted to toe ambuscade of 
tbe previous night.

But the blind god, having tossed them 
towards the smooth haven of prosperity, 
blew them back into a storm with ma
lignant caprice. That night, toe Diwan 
died suddenly, poisoned said some, while 
others held that Ms end was hastened 
by the turmoil attending Nnr Mahal’s 
marriage.

Application to the Treasury for pay
ment of their order was futile. They 
were assured, civilly enough, that no 
money could be disbursed until 
Diwan was appointed, and, when they 
kept the appointment by Akbar, they 
were told that the Emperor, overwhelm
ed with grief at the death of his favorite 
minister, added to the news of toe ill
ness of one of his sons, Denial, at Bnr- 
hampur, was secluded in his private 
apartments.

Day after day they waited, devising 
many schemes to secure their money 
and leave a city they would gladly see 
the last of. They lived in toe Diwan’s 
house. None interfered with them, and 
the place itself was an earthly Paradise 
wherein they would be well content if 
other matters had progressed to their lik
ing. The warning given by Raja Man 
Singh had no justification in fact. Jah
angir half apparently forgotten their ex
istence, while Dom Geronlmo gave no 
sign that he concerned himself in any 
way about them. ,

Walter not only visited the palace 
daily, bnt wrote letters, none of which 
received 'an answer. _ At last the truth 
could no longar be hidden. Akbar, who 
had reigned over India fifty-one years, 
wus stricken down with paralysis. In 
the words of the chronicler, “His Majes
ty, finding that his last moments had 
come, summoned all his Omerahs to hia 
bedside. Wistfully regarding them, Çe 
asked forgiveness of any offense ho 
might have been guilty towards any of 
them. Then he gave a sign to invest 
his son, Jahangir, with Ms tnrbail and 
robes, and to gird him with his favorite 
scimitar. He entreated Jahangir to be 
kind to the ladies of the family, to dis
charge all his (Akbar’s) obligations, and 
never to neglect or forsake old friends 
and dependents. The grandees prostrat
ed themselves before their. dying lord 
and did him homage. The King repeated 
the confession of faith, closed his eyes, 
and died in all the forms of a pions Mus
ulman.”

The worthy scribe no doobt intended 
his concluding sentence to dispel, once 
and for all, the rumor which found cred- 
enc with many that Akbar had a decided 
leaning towards Christianity. However 
that may be, toe tidings of his death 
sounded" the knell of the adventurers’ 
hopes. Not only had they lost toe for
tune within tlieir grasp, hot they and

en on

one whom I

said
“We mnn eat a good breakfast, buckle 

on onr swords, and trust in Providence.” 
ets." a title conferred by historians on 
Taimnr, and assumed by Jahangir.

since
CHAPTER X. I

“Ont of this nettle, danger, we pluck 
this flower, safety.” 

—“Shakespeare, “King Henry IV."
Jahangir received them in the Hall of 

Public Audience. If he wished to inspire 
respect by a display of magnificence, hia 
appearance and surroundings were well 
calculated to achieve this purpose.

The fine building itself supplied a fit
ting shrine for regal splendor. The Ara
besque roof was borne on Byzantine 
arches, which gave free access on three 
sides from a delightful parterre. It was 
closed on toe north, as here it rested 
against the higher ground wMch contain
ed the private apartments. A raised 
marble canopy stood ont from toe centre 
of the built-in side, the floor being some 
eight feet above the mosaic pavement of 
toe hall. This retreat held the Emper
or’s throne, to which a small door com
municated from the back.

The throne was elevated on a dais of 
silver steps. Four massive silver lions 
bore an inner canopy of gold, curiously 
wrought and emblazoned with jewels. 
Tavernier, toe French traveler, himself 
a goldsmith, estimated the value of this 
wonderful structure at so mony millions 
sterling that later Mstorians have held 
toe sum named to be incredible. Never
theless, it made a brave show in the 
clear light of an Indian interior in the 
(Old weather. Not less striking was the 
figure of Jahangir himself. Robed in 
white muslin, his belt, scimitar, dagger- 
hilt, and scarf literally blazed with dia
monds. . On his turban reposed a Persian 
diadem with twelve points, each termin
ating in a large diamond of purest water 
and most brilliant lustre. Within a mass 
of sparkling stones in the centre was 
set a "Shimmering pearl of extraordin
ary size and value, while a necklace of 
smaller bnt exquisite pearls served to 
enhance the lustrons ornament in his 
crown. Tavernier, probably with reas
onable - accuracy, valued tod diadem 
alone a* two million sterling.

Gronped near him on tfye steps of toe 
dais, or on thé platform, were several 
court' dignitaries, amidst whose gorgeons 
robes the Englishmen’s eyes quickly dis
cerned the cassock of Dom Geronimo. 
A host of officials and nobles of lesser 
importance thronged toe floor of the 
great hall, and toe scene was one of glit
tering animation at the moment the two 
friends arrived, the only sombre and 
sinister note being the unrelieved black 
robe of the Jesnit.

That they were expected was demon
strated bv the sudden stilling of tongues 
and craning of necks as they approached. 
All men made why for them, as men 
will, though, the path be to the steps of a 
throne, when they think a fellow creat
ure is doomed to instant death or torture. 
It was common knowledge that these 
two had not only thwarted Jahangir's 
amours and laid violent hands on him in 
the process, bnt that he was their credi
tor. in his father’s behalf, for a consid
erable sum of money. What better rea- 

conid there he for hanging the pair 
of them forthwith ?

Yet, some prudent souls, noting the 
fearless glances cast around -by Sainton 
and his less colossal bnt powerfully built 
companion—thinking, perhaps, that the 
Emperor might call on hia faithful sub
jects to seize these two—edged away 
from tile vicinity. It would be much 
easier to yell than to act when Jahangir 
cried “Maro!”*

“Desperate neefl calls for desperate 
•deed,” growled Roger as they strode 
rorward, side by side. “If it comes to 
a figlit, let me sweep a clear space with a 

or two. Then I shall càtqh thee 
by the belt and heave thee up at Jahan
gir. It will take him by surprise. Bring 
him out, as a keen dog would draw a 
badger. " Once we have him on toe floor, 
perchance we can make terms.”

Walter laughed gaily. The suggestion 
that they should terrorize the whole Mo
gul court by sheer force was ludicrous, 
end its humor was not lessened by the 
knowledge that they were both in a posi
tion of imminent danger. The presence 
of the Jesnit in close attendance on the 
Emperor was, in itself, an onunous sign, 
and tile mere sight of him Drought a 
glint into Mowbray’s blue eyes which 
boded ill for Jahangir if Roger’s last 
daring expedient became necessary.

They advanced near to the marble 
canopy, and, doffing their hats, bowed 
respectfully. Roger, with an eye over 
his shoulder, thought that the eager 
mob of courtiers was inclined to. tread 
too closely on bis heels. With his left 
hand he pressed the hilt of his long 
sword, and the scabbard, sticking 
straight ont behind him, seemed to indl-, 
cate that lie did not intend to be incom
moded.

Anyhow, those in the rear read his 
wishes that way, and anxiously whisper
ed to others not to thrnst them forward, 
while the wiser men, who had kept aloof, 
noting tlie strange expression on Jahan
gir’s face, thanked Allah for the wit 
which stationed them in 'a safe place.

Walter, who, of course, acted in the 
assumption that Jahangir had sent for 
him in toe most friendly spirit, began 
the conversation by addressing a neatly 
worded compliment to the monarch on 
his accession. .. .

“It is the happy law of nature," he 
said, “tbat tlie setting of the sun shall 
be followed by the rising thereof. May 
your Majesty’s reign continue for as 
many as that of your illustrious father, 
and may the brightness of your glory il
lumine the earth !”

•Literally, "Born under favoring plan-

I am sorry I did not see

screens

hack to
CHAPTER IX.

“Why didst thou not smite him to toe 
ground £nd I» would have given thee ten. 
shekels of silver.” what will it be?”

—2 Samuel xviii. IL

Jahangir was on his feet instantly. 
Sher Afghan should not escape him now
UD“To ^e!^dhe£yS.aSa,“Sparrnot!
,$>Tehl ™rphluat1strageg.ed"terise );ut 

failed. He was dazed by hm-terrific im
pact against toe solid gateway, oner 
Afghan leaped from the howdah and 
rushed joyously to meet hia frenzied an- 
tagonist. Perhaps the fate of India 
would have been settled then and there 
for many a year had not the mob of
pursuit,* swept'betwee^the'rfritis^ilany
of the sowars were thrown by crashing 
into the immovable bulk of the squealing 
beast in the roadway: most of the oth
ers either reined in, expecting to en
counter a. fre&U foe, or were carried past
^YV^ilter, in whom the fire of battle had 
extinguished the dictates of prudence, 
whipped out his sword, faced the en
raged Prince, and engaged him ra rapid 
play. The curved scimitar of the Bast 
had no chance against toe straight Eng
lish blade, wielded as it was by one 
versed in the art of European swordB- 
manship. Jahangir was disarmed, Ms 
wrist nearly broken when he would have 
drawn a dagger, and Mowbray, closing 
fearlessly pinned him against the base 
of the wall- His infuriated 
was no puny youth, bnt Walter was now 
at his best. He tripped Jahangir, got 
him~fiown, and gripped him by toe
th“Yield,a2feol", and lie quiet. If Sher 
Afghan finds thee he will slay thee with-
OUInDtoe5road a remarkable change had 
taken place. The elephant’s assault had 
dislodged a long and heavy >K>n baf 
which served to prop the door from 
within. Sainton; alert as a fox in an 
emergency, saw it lying MMdst the rains. 
Ail ordinary man would find it a difficult 
thing to lift, but Roger, sheathing Ms 
sword, picked it up and used it with 
both hands as a quarter staff. He leap
ed back into toe melee and made on
slaught with tins fearsoine weapon on 
mèn and horses alike. In the press, the 
Prince’s retainers could not use their 
arrows, and their cumbrous matchlocks, 
once discharged, could not be reloaded 
readily. As for their swords and short 
lances, of what avail were such bodkins 
against the raging giant, nowing down 
all comers with a ten-foot bar of iron? 
Who could withstand him? Those who 
eseaned him fled, and the clash of steel 
beyond tlie circle of light told that Sher 
Afghan’s followers, though dispersed by 
the first unexpected charge, had rallied 

coming to the assistance of

The
would blow hither every

thought more of the morrow 
the present excitement. He bade Sher 
Afghan undertake the interrupted jour
ney in a litter as soon as his wounds 
were bound, and he despatched Jahan
gir to the fort with a strong guard of 
his own servants.

By this time the dazed elephant had 
yielded to the enrses and endearments 
of the mahout. He rose ponderously, 
and marched across the ruins of toe gate 
to his stable.

For some reason the Diwan would not 
allow Mowbray and Sainton to return to 
the caravansary. He may have feared 
for their safety, or perhaps he found 
comfort in the thought that Roger, 
mighty man of war, slept under his roof.

Before setting ont a second time Sher 
Afghan came to the chamber allotted 
to them. He threw around Roger’s 
neck a magnificent gold chain studded 
with turquoises.

“Let me gild the bond of steel which 
rivets our friendship,” he said.

To Walter he handed a dagger, with a 
handle so encrusted with, diamonds that 
it blazed in the light of a lamp like a 
single huge stone.

“It is worthy of tile hand of my friend 
and the heart of my enemy,” he cried 
nor would he harken to their protests, 
bnt hurried away to the waiting litter, 
and Nnr Maliai.

“How read you the riddle of this 
night’s doings?” asked Roger, when they 
were alone once more.

“There is no riddle. ’Tis nothing new 
in history for a woman to plot for a 
throne.”

“Bnt the wench blew hot and cold. 
One minute she was for striking her hus
band dead and the next she was tame as 
a pet lamb.”

“There yon have me. 
sorry that a brave man like She? Afghan 
should be enamored by such a siren.”

“By the cross of Osmotherly, Walter, 
I come to think I ken more than you 
of the ways of women. Now, marie me, 
she is a hoyden of some spirit. When 
the Prince would have reived her she 
was willing enough, and tempted to aid 
him withal. Bnt when the fight started, 
she hnng back, like a doe watching two 
contending stags. Her husband was the 
better mnn and the greater gentleman, 
and he more to win her by a five 
minutes’ contention than by a month’s 
wooing." .

“Yon are right, Roger, but yon had 
most to say in that respect. Now, let 
ns rest. Jahangir was no mean antagon
ist. He struggled like s bull when I had 
him on the ground. I am weary.”

They slept late, and, when they had 
dressed and eaten, were at a loss wheth
er to go or stay, as the Diwan had hast
ened to the palace soon after daybreak. 
Bnt their doubts were quickly resolved. 
A mounted messenger from the Diwan 
bade them bring their packs with all 
speed to the fort. The Emperor had 
laughed when told that Ms heir was ly
ing abed with sore bones, and i gave im
perative orders that the bazaar should 
take place as arranged.

The man told them that the fair was 
the Khos-roz, or “Day of Pleasure,” 
and the scene In the garden of the zen
ana, when Mowbray and Sainton had
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and were
their chief. . .Sainton, who thoroughly enjoyed the 
fight, ceased his exertions when he saw 
Sher Afghan helping Nur Mahal; to 
alight from the howdah. A crowd of 
guests and armed vassals, attracted by 
the noise of the conflict, had run from 
the house, and the obedience rendered 
to the Persian’s orders by a fresh batch 
of horsemen advancing out of tlie dark- 

showed that the assailants had been 
completely routed.

But some remained. Six horses and 
more than twenty men were prone in 
the dust, and few Of them moved, for 
that terrible bar had touched naught 
that it did not break. The fallen ele
phant blocked the gate and tlie big York- 
shireman held the road. None could 
come out from the garden save by a 
wicket, and neither friend nor foe daréil 
to approach within striking distance of
^°Sher Afghan, who bad not earned hie 
name, “Slayer of Lions?’ by bragging,

■ess

ets.”

•'‘Kill them!”
(To Be Continued.)•Collar or circlet.
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