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THE CHIEF WITNESS.

Tt is generally admitted that the degree
of credit to be attached to the statements of
a witness in a very great measure depends
upon the character he bears. If the witness
is known to be an upright and truthful man,
who has never been mixed up in any ques-
tionable transaction, and whose word is as
good as his bond, his testimony will be im-
plicitly believed by those who know bim,
even where it is nob corroborated by circum-
stances or the evidence of other witnesses.
But, when his character will not bear inves-
tigation, when his antecedents are bad, and
when it is known that his unsupported
word is not relied upon by those who are
best hequainted with him, then his testi- -
mony requires to be strongly confirmed by
oir t; , by d ts, or by other
witnesses of greater credibility. This will
be admitted by all reasonable and impartial
people. :

" Let us enquire now, who is the principal,
indeed the only, witness against Sir Hector
Langevin in this MoGreevy. scandal’ busi-
ness? It isone Mr. Owen Murphy, other-
wise, Mr. Owen Eugene Murphy. Mr.
Murphy is a gentleman from New York
‘city, where he lived some twenty-eight
years. Mr. Murphy thrived in New York.
He was a builder and contractor, and being
a little ambitions he became an . Excize
Commissioner and - the treasurer of the
Board of Excise without security. He was
also elevated to the position of Sehool Trus-
tee. While he was treasurer of the Board
of Excise of New York, a gréat deal of
public money passed through bis hands.
Some of this money he spent in carrying
the elections of the candidates of his party ;
‘some he lent to friends, and some he appro-
priated to his own use—intending, of course,
to return it to the Treasury whence it was
taken. But things did not turn out as Mr.
Murphy expected—they hardly ever do in
" such cases—and he found it convenient to
Ieave New York, indebted to the people of
New York some $50,000. 1In the language
of plain peopls, he was a defaulter to that
amount; and, although it is some fourteen
years since he left New York, that amount
stands against him stilfon the books of the
commission. Indeed, it is not Mr. Mar-
phy’s fault that it is not $10,000 more. For
after he had been a short time' in. Canada,
~ tie was 8o very modest as o give his friend.
‘Mr. Nicholas Connolly » chegue on the’
"funds that belonged to the Board of Excise
for $10,000. The New York people were
by this time better acquainted 'with Mr-
Owen Murphy, and did: not honor his
cheque: . iic i R
Eugone Murphy is. When placed i |
position of trust in the city of New York
e appropriated to his own use $50,000 of
tthe people’s mmoney, and afier he came ‘to|
Canada tried to get ten thousand dollars

more. How much credit ought to be at:

tached to the unsupported testimony of such
a man we leave every person of common
sense to judge. ; . ek

We see, by late telegrams to, the Winni-|
peg papers, that when Mr. Murphy came to.
e cross-examined with respect to the alleg-
ed payment of ten thousand dollars to Sir
Heetor Langevin, his' memory failed  him.
He could not tell whether it was in 1886 or

conld he say whether it was in midsummer:

«or midwinter, or'from what bank he had|{

agot the money, or what were the denomina-
#ion of the bills. Hismind had suddenly]
- bedome a blank with regard $o the transac-
- tion. So distressed was he, while under the
~hands of the cross-examiner, that he fainted
—awhile attempting to answer a guestion.
For fear that some of our readers wmay
~%think that we have misrepresented the
‘character and the doings of Mr. Owen
Eugene Murphy, we-will reproduce, from
the Montreal Gazette, part of the cross-ex-
amination from what has all the appearance
of ‘being a verbatim report.
Was the audit (in New York) against yon?
A. T was not there to see whether it was or

_not. Z :

Q. Did you hear about ‘it? A. T used
820,000 in"the election. - Some of it for my-
self and some for my political friends, and

when the time came that they promised to
1pay the money they did not make it good.
the excitement of the fight between
7Kelly and Tilden, in the election of 1876, I

. thad been ca g & great deal ofreal estate,
and it fell and depreciated very much, and,
with the expectation of making - it good, I
drew an extra $30:000. That is the whole
story, end I do not care who knowsit. * *

o witness—Then, as; a matter of fact,
you left New York a defaulter to the exten
of $50,0007 A. Yes. . =3

Q. And that default remains against you,
0o matter what was done with the funds?
(. Tt remains against me.

Then, with regard to the cheque for ten
sthousand dollars more, after he arrived in
‘Canada : -

Mr. Osler—I want to ask you one or two
questions on another matter. 'When you
came to Canada, did {rm draw any chegue
on New York? A. Yes

Q. How much was shnt__chuT:: for? A.
$10,000, to the order of Nicholas Connolly.

Q. You drew that cheque on the fun
that belonged to the Board of Excise, or
that were in your name as treasurer?

8.

Q. And so, after you"came to Canada, you
signed a cheque “O. E. Murphy, treasuarer,”
and handed it to Mr. Connolly for collec-
tion? A. Yes. ;

There are mén who will, without scruple,
take advantage of the Government who are

.- perfectly square and honorable with their
partners, and in their dealings with private
individuals. But there was one private
transsction about which Mr. Owen Murphy,
while on the witness stand, refused to

. .speak, on the ground  thst he was not
bound to criminate ' himself. - This was
with regard to' selling a certain note for
$400,000 to Mr. Robert McGreevy. Here
are a few questions and amswers with re-|
gard to that transaction : kG

(Robert MoGreevy), by which you spld him
a note for a pretty good sum, Ld.n‘% you?
A. Thatis & question I will answer in
another place. - I do notthink I am forced
to answer it here. - e

Q. Did you:sell him a note’ for $400,000 ?
A. I decline to ~answer that guestion
here. : g

Q. Did you have a note for $400,000 ]
You will state, I suppose, your réason  for
declining to answer 2 A. I am sued in a
criminal suit by Michael Conuolly, abont &
transaction, with a note claimed to-be for
$400,000, and-I'decline to answer anything
connected with that. 1

Q. Do you refuse to answer because it
may tend to criminate you? A, Yes.

. There .is a criminal indictment
with reference to that? "A. ' Yes, and
also with reference to Robert McGreevy.

Q. The indictment is for conspirucy ?
A. I believe so. J J

Q. In connction with the $400,000. A. 1
believe so.

Q. And it is because there is an imdict-
ment pending against you in the Criminal
court at Quebec ? “A. I d e to answer
any further questions in tion wi
that. Iam sued criminally and I might
give testimony here that would - criminate
me; I donot think it is fair for counsel to
ask me these questions.

The story respecting that note has been,:
in part, related by our Ottawa correspon--
dent.” Inorder thatour readers may be
able toform a fair estimate of the character
and . credibility of Mr. Owen “Eugene
Murphy, we will repeat it here:  One wet
afternoon Mr. Michael Connolly and Mr.
Murphy, to while away the time, amused
‘themselves by drawing ap notes of hand for
Hetitions sums. The one Connolly drew up
in Murphy’s favor was_ for four bundred
thousand dollars. Here is a copy of it : °

¢ On demand I promise tgry toMr. E
Murphy, or order, four hundred thousand
dollars, for value received, without defal-
oation or discount.

* & (Signed) Micuamr CoxNorLy.”

The note bears no date. 'When the part-
ners were tired of this kind of fun, Con-
nolly tore up the note that Murphy had
given him, but Mr. Murphy kept Connolly's,
and, some time after'the partners had quar-
relled and separated, Murphy sold this note
to Robert H. McGreevy, who attempted to
collect it. * McGréevy  did ‘mot succeed in
getting any moloy,‘/bui "he did succeed
in  getting himself “and Mr. Murphy
prosecuted. for = conspiracy. The case
is' before. the . courts and has
been twice postponed on. the - motion
of Murphy’s counsel,in order that witnesses,
who were alleged to ‘be. absent from. the

' .

‘country, might be secured.

We do not think that fair-minded men,
when they know what sort of & man the
chief witness agaiust Sir Hector Langevin
is, will feel inclined to attach much import-
‘ance to his unsupported testimony. They
will naturally ask for corroborativeevidence,
and if the books of account and chegue
books, now before the parlismentary com-

| mittee, do not confirm what O. E. Morphy

 dollars, $hey will, in considering: the case,
feel it their duty to pay no attention what-
ever to the statements made by that witness.

THE ORGAN A BAD ADVISHA.
The organ of the Opposition very kindly
points

and considerately points out the conrse
‘which the CoLONIST ought to have pursued
with regard to the dispute between the
Superintendent of (Education and the Prin-
cipal of the High School. It says::

Tt was the duty of the Corowist, when
the. Times attacked the Department, to
ascertain the truth of the charges pre-
ferred, and, if untrue, to' demonstrate it in
black and white.” Bl
_ The Covonist wonld do what was both
- wrong and foolish if it undertook to inter-
{ere in the manner pointed out by onr con-
temporary. Newspapers are very useful in
a community as long as they keep within
their proper sphere and do their legitimate
work ; but they 'are nothing better than
mischief-makers and nuisances when they
take upon themselves an authority which
they do ot possess, and undertake work
which they are . not competent to perform.
It is not the business of newspapers to set-
tle disputes between teachers and the.offi-
cials of the Department of Education.
They have no autherity to do 'this kind of
work, neither have they the means at their
disposal to make necessary enguiries.
The injustiee which would be sure’ #o be
perpetrated if newspapers took upon them-
selves to settle disputes between individuals
would be simply monstrous. Knowing this,
when the Times attacked the Department
of Education, we’ reminded it that it had
heard only one. side of the question, and
asked it, in effect, to suspend its judgment
until the case had been tried by the
comstituted . authority. = We ' did. not
defend the officials of the depert.nfent,
neither did we take the part of or condemn
the Principal of the High School. We
simply protested against trying this case
by newspaper, and showed how foelish and
malicious the Times was in taking for
granted that the Department was in_ the
wrong before its officials.had been afforded
the opportunity  of making any explana-
tion. .If we had taken the course which
the Times prescribes we would have acted
quite as foolishly as the Times has done.
There'is a proper way of proceeding in such

A, | cases which we pointed ‘out at the time,

Until the matter is placed regularly before
the authorities, it would be improper for
the Superintendent of Education to say
one ‘word more than he has already ‘said,
and the CoroNist woiuld be making itself
as ridiculous as the Times has done if it at-
tempted a defence of the Department: be-
fore a witness has been heard or a paper
examined. vo s !

If the Principal had done what we believe
he ought to have done—if he feels aggrieved
—appealed to the Government for redress;
and if the Government had refused to hear
bis complaint or to do him justice, if it was
found that he had been: trested unjustly,
then the Times, having all the facts before
it,. might, with perfect propriety have

Q You had & tramsaction with' him

criticised the action of the authorities.

41, | tainty for uncertainty, and of

witaess o the paymient of the ten thoussad |

{in the sealing region that will aid

| seals will be scattered over the wild waste

But, when it blindly attacks the Govern-
ment, without knowing whether thie officisls
have done right or wrong, it simply makes
a fool of itself, and does what it can to
[ bring journalism into disrepute in this Pro-

vince.
P e e

COMMON SENSE.

_ The people of the State of Washington
are beginning to find that the unsettled
'state of things at the coal mines, and the
frequent outbursts of violence .there, are
bad not only for the mine-owners and, the
miners, but for the community in general,
as well as for the prospects of the country.
Thisis what the Seattle Post-Intelligencer
says in its yesterday’s issue :

4Tt is certain that if we are to have the
fullest advantage of nature’s: hounty in the
form of coal deposits in: this vicinity, there
must be a “new deal’—s substitution of/
regular work for spasmodic work, of cer-

mouthpiece of such unworthy associates.

we should bs in the majority on

opportunity of expressing  their views.

the Mainl

cost of mining for maximum cost. There
must be such a change as will, in short,
maleecoal chesper and’assure its r
supply. This does not mean that labor
nust waste and receive less, but: that there
must be less loss through strikes and inter-
ruptions, The business community is be-
ginning to understand all - this, t0 see
that in‘the end it is a sufferer from the
mining ~troubles. equally with the ‘mise-
owpers und the mine-workers. And that
the  facts t:f b:ho h‘imm 3& bg-
inni : . thus® TS s
?h?mﬁnt assurance - for ~ speedy and’
rmsnent settlement of  the troubles.
re is ‘still ‘another interest in this
matter connected with the public, and that
is the repute abroad of these continued dis-
turbances. It is undeniable that fthey are
givhgntvheoonns and state ‘a bad name
with investors. rvative men do mot
care to risk money where there is: constant
inharniony between capital ‘and labor, and.
wil}d\ufﬁ;giv« such a' country a wide
berth. - mining troubles will, most un--
justly, bub in fact nevertheless, hurt our
credit if they shall not very soon be amic-
ably and permanently composed.” %
This is a sensible and & m‘wﬁed view of
the subject. The Intelligencer is favorable
 to the miners and it is a warm advoeate of
the interests of labor, but it sees that the
want of harmony between mine-owners and
winers that bas existed so long in Washing-
ton, both as a Territory and a State, has done
harm in the past to workingmen and every
other class, and if better relations are not
established soon, it will do still greater
harm in the future. - :
SANGUINE.

Sir George Bxdeq:-—’ ) M. P.,’hl!oﬁﬁ'
in the utility of his mission. He isre-
ported to have said to a New York inter-
viewer : ; Fofe

f“rorhﬂttely.the,dbr:n has been taken
| in hand in time, snd, when we return from
ot expédition, probably in November next,
I am confident the back of the problem will
have been broken and a solution ooy
Itis, we feas, a grost deal more likely

Sea a disappointed man. If what ex-
perienced Bealers here say is true, he will at
this late seasom, ~sée ‘very little

say ‘one . solving the problem
which the arbitrators' will have to tackle.
And it is still more unlikely that he will
hear anything from those he will meet there
that it will be sufe to rely upon. ~The

of waters, and the few that be can -catch
sight of here and there can give bim no idea
of the numbers that frequent he sea. From
all we can hear of it, Behring’s Sea is a very |
dreary place during the months of August,

sioners will find that their mission will be
almost as fruitless as that of the proverbisl
wild goose chase. They will, however, see
‘how little there is to be seem which will be
instructive. -They will find that, as far as
their part of the work is concerned, the dis-
‘pute has ot been taken in hand in time.
To geb any information worth bringing
‘home, the commissionersshould havestarted
for Behring’s Sea more than $wo nionths

ago.
RS
THE SECTIONAL ‘GRADUATES.

The kind of journalism popular in Van-
couver would strain very severely the con-
sciences of editors living in any other city.
bat we suppose where writersare compelled
to'draw upon their imagination for facts
from day. to day, such an article as the
Worldls, entitled ** Sectionalism Run Mad,”
can be ‘produced without - turning ' a hair.
It is impossible that a whole ‘community
can delight in glaring falsehoods and, for
the benefit of those who wholove the truth,
we now present briefly the real facts with
regard to the University movement. .

The World says they, on the mainland,
had done all the hard work in connection
-with the initiation of the movement. ‘The
factis they had nothing to dowith its
initiation. The first mgeting in connection
with the subject was called . by the Mayor
of Victoria, at the suggestion of a few gen-
tlemen who were interested in higher
education. The first bill was pre
pared  in. Victoria aud put  through
the ~House by Mr 8. Duck, then
one of the b for Vietoria. If
Victoria had desired to take advantage of
its opportunity it doubtlessly could have
framed that bill in ‘its own interest, but
those d in the matter were gentl
men, and therefore ‘acted with perfect
loyalty towards the whole province.

What then was the hard work -to which
the World refers of the Mainland people?
Why, it was in seeking t6 amend the origi-
nal bill so as to give, the Mainland such a
preponderance on the Semate as to leave
Victoris at their mercy. They proposed

convocation, and their conduct at the last
election leaves us without any doubt as to
their purpose in thus' seeking to pack the

. and Oectober, and the commis-|:

ten members to be placed on the Senate by |

university onght to be settled on_ far other
grounds than the mere numbering of heads,

appointees should be changed, and their ap-
pointment - is* only for omve year, Vic-

only one representative on the Sen-
ate, namely, ' the appointee of

| City Council; and, by the way, theMainland

| the Mainland men. The bill, as passed last
session, gave Convocation seven represgnta-
 tives; there are 55 members of Convoeation
in Victorisand 80 on the Mainland. The
 members in Victoria- agreed to nominate |

Island gradustes any representation at all.
Victoria has never claimed the' University,

| but has been ready to submit loyally to the | any were misting. His bank book did mot

of  the
‘otkl 9 . .

in ofir possession, a pamphlet, entitled“Infor-

‘repatatory college, and its teachers prom-
ised professorslips, The World bas been
‘bappy in ite title, for here, surely, is sec-
‘tionalism run mad, ‘and here, too, are
grounds sufficient to justify honorable men
refusing to belong to a Senate compos-
ed of men whose interest seems to be the
booming of a eity, and not the advancement
of higher education. 2 it

MURPHY 8 TESTIMONY:

Mr. Owen Enggn:__l-(nrpby’t‘ ‘Career as &
contractor and a negotiator for contracts is

standpoint, instructive. = The good old-
fashioned way of doing business did not suit
Mr. Murphy. Tt was not, we e,
exciting enough, and did not enmable him
and his partners to make money sufficiently
fast. Like a great many other peopls Mr.

according to bis own story, wanted fo get
competitors out of the way, and it was his
great desire to have a friend in court or in
the Public Works Department.  Being
active-minded and ingenious he proposed to
his partners to secure the good offices of
Mr. Thomas McGreevy, and to accomplish
that end he proposed to them to give him
$25,000.  The sum was to be paid for get-
ting the cross-wall contract on such terms
as would enable the contractors to recoup
themselves and have a snug margin of profit
besides. According to his testimony every-
thiog went merry as a marriage bell. ~ The
partvers agreed to pay the money and give
the notes of the firm for the amount. Mr.
Murphy got the notes and paid them over,
not to Mr.:Thomas McGreevy, aa he would
at first have the world believe, but to his
friend and crony, Mr. Robert McGreevy.
This'was brought out clearly in. the cross-
examination. The following extract from
that examination is taken from the Toronto
Mail’s report ;—

What day was it the §25,000 in notes was
paid over?

I cannot tell you that.

Was it after the t was executed ?

To the best of my knowledge, that isso.

1 want to get a cleurer statement from
you of the parties present when the notes
were handed over?

To the best of my recollection they were
all guen , Larkin, Nicholas Connolly, and
I believe Michael Connolly, Robert Mec-
Greevy, and myself, and I think Thomas
MecGreevy came down stairs after a while.

Doion think that . Thomas was pre-
sent when the notes were kanded to Rob-

ert? 4

I have no recollection, but to@@he best of
my opiion, he was not. . .
. You ha
Thomas being there ? :

. That is mycedle.qﬂon. hin s

Has that always been your - recollection ?

Then it is .
dence at the tgp“l{

e World vefors triumphantly to the

lotter of the Rev. E. D. McLaren, which

®

. It has, I think, - ; ?
ly an  error. , ‘Your evi:.
of page 43. ¢ You

swer, * Yes.”. * Did you give it tohim?”

answer, *‘ Yes.” What you say at page 73

| appeared in its columns, and affects to ineer | is that tbilii""‘inoorrac"‘ t, that you would not
at ‘the gentleman Who o completely %@0 swear positively.
answered him in our columns.  All we need think he was pre
say about Mr. McLaren’s letter is thata
more unfortunate specimen of special plead- | to Mr. Thomas McGreevy, and, for anything
ing never came under our observation, aud | that even Mr. Marphy knows to the con-
wecan only wonder ‘that so able a man | trary, he may not have seen a cent of the
shonld have allowed himself tobecome the | money he is accused of having taken as pay-

See how the Rey. gentleman reasons. We | wall contract. There is & very important
are in the majority as to populstion, and {link in the chain of evidence wanting.

the Senate. 'But he forgets that he has ;
no authority to speak for any portion of | They were taken up not by the Connolly
the Mainland, outside of the two cities of Brothers; who signed them, but by Mr.
Vancouver and Westminster, and he ought | Murphy personally, It was he who retired
to know that & large portion of the Main. | the notes as they became due, by the firm’s
land would prefer Victoria, had they ‘any | cheques drawn in his own favor. It is

Farther,he forgets that Victoria has at | it has not yet been shown who pocketed it.
least, a population equal to the two cities of | All that is known as yet is that the notes
d, and that, even'if that were |of hand were placed by Mr. Murpby in Mr.
ot the case, the question of the site of a|Robert H. McGreevy’s hands.

But Mr. McLaren said Victoria had eight | paid to Sir Hector Langevin, there is not
members on the Senate, and - the Mainland | s particle of evidence except that of Mr.
thirteen. Did ‘Mr. McLaren forget that{Murphy himself, to show that the money
members of the Senate appointed by the|was so pesid.
Government, by the Medical: Council, by | when Mr. Murphy was cross-examined as to
the Law Society, and by the Teachers’ In- | the details of' the alleged transaction his
stitutes weré chosen to represent these in-} memory failed him eompletfly. - He could
terests, wherever their home might be; and | not tell when he handed the
did he not know that when these present | Hector, or what kind of wmoney it was.

toria would in “all  probability have |in the Winnipeg Free Press of the 8th inst.:

the | it was midsummer or midwinter he paid the

men worked hard to prevent the cities hav- | from the bank, but could not tell what
ing any representatives in the Senate, so|bank. It would be either . the Union or
determined were they to have the whole Bank of B. N. A. He thought he paid the
power in their own hands. How i8 he|ypother or not he had himself drawn the
Senate, if it exists, compcsed at present ?| cheques on which he got the money, or to
Vancouver has six representatives, West: order the
minster, four, Victoria, one elected for- that | What kind of bills he
purpose and four who hiappen ' at present 1o | {ransaction.  Osier then by’s
reside in our city, but who may be. chosen, | main exminstg; lntt w_eekfe;genml‘l‘:pp{o-
next year, from the Mainland. = But now, fessed a good recollection of this sransactien
we come to some more of the hard work of

the best of my knowledge, I dom’t

t. SR
" So, after all, the $25,000 were not paid

ment for his influence in securing the cross-

What became of the notes after Mr, Robert
McGreevy  received them is not known.

known that the firm paid the money, but

With regard to the ten thousand dollars
which ' Mr./Owen Eugeune Murphy says he

It will be remembered that

mopey to Sir

Here is the sumimary of this part of Mr.
Murphy’s cross-examination, which appears

¢ Witness could not remember whether

$10,000 to Sir Hector ; he could not tell

where he got the money; supposed it was

money in the day time; could not say

were drawn, Had no idea
t, and professed to
the details of the

whose order the

have no recollection of

“had said he drew the money on cheques
him in the name of the firm, and

91 In general terms extremes of heat have

only three out of the seven, but the Main- | ment.
land men sent out a circular, blessed by. the | it

idence, | the lives of :all bacteria, but renders
miiter's algiturs i mrked ‘coufidén:] F92Y '

@m@& cohorts to secure thewhole |
| number, is, refusing to the fifty-five

-verdict of ‘any. impartial arbitrator, or to|show there were.” :

compete with the other . cities as to which | This, thet, is how thecasestood,afewdays
should make-the beést offer in the interests|ago. The $25,000 alleged to have been paid | I : )
to Mr. ' Themas MeGreevy has not beent| ited ibx..m-mera betrothed, who

; on. the housetopa it purpose ,to | whoi¥ associated  with Mr. Murphy snd
secure the university dt all'costs.. We have | Mr. Tarte:

mation for Travellers,” in which it is stated | have beer guilty of malfeasance ‘in  office;
that Vaneonyerwill soon haye the university. | and there is no evidence. except that of
Whetham College was represented 'as the|Owen E. Murphy, = self-confessed defaulter
and betrayer of trust, to show that Sir Hee- |

ihtenltmg ing, and, if viewed from ‘the proper | Ments, is now, so far as we can see, in pre-

Maurphy does not . like competition. He, |

them to_Robert without }oa

cheques. Mu hy d that he could not
find any such cheques, and was not aware if

traced beyond M#. Robert H. McGreevy;
Mr. Tarte in tryiog to prove that-a Minister
of the Crown and a Member of Parliament

tor Langevin received a dollar, improperly,
from Mr. Murpby, or from anyone else.
There is not only not & . credible witness,
but not a circumstance or a document to

sworn to. Even the Toronto Mail, which
cannot be said to be friendly to Sir Hector
Langevin, says: “The character which
Mr. Murphy gives himself forbids the be-
lief that the varions sums of money reached
their destination until testimony is adduced
in support of Mr. Murphy’s statements.”
The case, as regards proof of these pay-

cisely the same position as it was when the
sentence we have qnot-e‘d was written.

ONE OF THE HANLON'S KILLED.

William Hanlon Fell During -8 Circus Per-
formance, His Neck.

CrinTox, Iowa, July 13.—During the af-
ternoon performance of Adam Forepaugh’s
show, to-day, the crane broke =uponggwhich
William Hanlon, of Hanlon Brothers, gym-
nagts, was orming, . He fell to 'the
gronnd. missing the net and striking upen
is head. He broke his neck and died al-
most instantly. {
Hanlon was 31 years old, was born in
London, and has for 24 years been associa-
ted with the Hanlon vaulters.  Last August
he met with a serious accident at the Aca-
demy of Music, New York, falling from the
dowme, receiving severe injuries and break-
ing two parquette chairs. ‘His work was on
the hori bar in the centre. Robert
and James Hanlon were doing - the  flying
trapeze. Deceased leaves a widow, but.hag
no children. Bt o
AR O NS e

FRENCH NAVAL MANOEUVRES.

Demonstration in the Gulf of Lyons—Sixty
Warships in Baitle Line, »os

Pazis, July 13.—The French naval man-
oeuvres in the Gulf gf Lyons ended to-day,

in the whole fieet_ attacking Toulon, Ribot
and Barbrey. ‘The military attaches of the
American, British and German legations,
and many senators and deputies witnessed
the attack. The torpedo vessels and shore
batteries - defended the roads against six!

warships, headed by & steel barbette whi

was extremely formidable. - After a furious
cannonade the ships advanced in one long
line and broke through the defenses. Among
the features of the manoeuvres was the use
of balloons in towing steamers. . The official
report of the French manoenvresinthe Med-
iterranian‘concludes : “The ironclads dur-
mg_thne days maintained without 'accident
s high rate of ‘It is incontestible
‘that ironclads of inferior speed, if ‘attended
‘by a sufficient number of light craft, can be
kept informed of the movements of a faster
enabled to - coun-’

MOVING PLANTS.
Interesting Faocts About the Mysterious
Org Called Bacteri

Bacteria are not insects or i
says the Popular Science News, but
plants. They have, however, the power
of spontaneous motion. ' Like other
living things they take in matter and
potential energy and give off mafter
and manifest energy.

In common with all vegetables not
possessing chlorophyll they require
organic food for the maintenance of
life, but they can subsist uponfood that
contains no proteid, being able to take
nitrogen and sulphur from inorganic
sources and carbon from orgahic
sources, and with water they build up
proteid material. They share respira-
tion in common with all living things;
taking in oxygen and giving off carbon
dioxide. Certain bacteria, however, do
not require free oxygen, being able to
unlock it from the substances in which
they exist; and certain chemical pro-
cesses attributable to them evidently
depend. upon this power of unlocking
oxygen from stable compounds. Bae-
teria are very widely distributed, being
present in the atmosphere in vast num-
bers, and also -existing in earth and
water. They cover the surface of our
bodies and line our entire alimentary
eanals; ‘fortunately, however, they are
chiefly of the benign variety, which
will not thrive in living tissues—hence
called non-pathogenic. .

These micro-organisms are among the
smallest objects which the microscope
reveals. A very common form of bac-
teria is that known as the bacterinm
fermo, which s an elongated, rod-like
cell about 1-25,000 of an inch in breadth
and less:-than twice its breadth in

killed by  antiseptics, and is always
found in putrefying or septic fluids;
hence it is sometimes called the carrion
or septic fnngus.

Cold (32 degrees Fahrenheit) suspends
the animation of bacteria, but does not
kill them; many- withstand a much
lower temperature. Boiling water
kills many bacteria, but those that are
in the condition of spores can with-
stand a much higher temperature or
can withstand the temperature of 212
degrees Fahrenheit for a much longer
time than can the mature bacterinm.

a more destructive action to bacteria
than extremes of cold. Heat without
moisture does not l_:eeess,u'ily- destroy
_some simply inactive.

AN INGENIOUS CIPHER.

| How the Friends of a ¥rench Thief Got

‘Themselves into Jail.
' Some years ago, sdys the Detroit
‘Free Press, the friends of a Parisian
thief adoptéd a decidedly nnique method
ofg:rrying a% clandestine corres-
ﬁhﬁ? _One day.
bim to give herlover an envelope:

This upon being opened was found to
contain simply a small lock of herhair,
| around'which was folded a leaf of a
boolk. - The jailer did. not consider it
worth his while to deliver this souvenir
to the culprit, and, therefore, threw it
aside. ¢ St

‘A day or two later a similar inclosure
was handed in at the prison gate and

-the course of a week another was left
by the same person. ‘This aroused the
suspicion of the governor of the prison,

coroborate what Murphy, the boodler, has | to whom had been detailed the circum-

stances. He determined to investigate

amined the printed leaf. 'This he found
was torn from a novel and contained
twenty-six - lines on each side. ‘He
then turned his attention to the hair
and discovered that there were twenty-
six pieces of unequal length. This puz-
.zled him for awhile, and then suddenly
jumping to the conelusion that there
must be some conn between the
nuomber of the printed lines and the
number of hairs, he laid each of the lat-
ter along the line of the page they re-
spectively reached, beginning with the
shortest hair, at the top of the leaf.

After changing them about several
times he discovered that each hair
_pointed to a different letter, and the
combination thus produced formed a

prisoner was given to understand ‘that
his friends had ascertained the day on
which he was to be taken to court and
were determined to make a bold at-
tempt to rescue him as soon as he made
his appearance.

Taking the cue, the governor adopted

1aid plans of the outsiders; the attempt
was made and, as a natural conse-
quence, the conspirators soon found
themselves in the same condition as the
one for whom they had planned the
rescue. : X

The Tiger's Courage.

The Bengal tiger has more courage
than the Hon, according to a showman,
who states that the matter was tested in
this manner: *“We placed a shooting
cracker in the respective cages and fired
the fuses. As soon as the fuses began to
‘burn they attracted the -attention of
both animals, but in a widely different
manner. The lion drew intoa corner
and watched the proceedings with a
distrustful and uneasy eye. The tiger,
on the contrary, advanced to the burn-
ing fuse witha firm step and unflinch-
ing gaze. On reaching the cracker he
took his paw and began to roll it over
the floor, * nd when it exploded beneath
his very nose he did not flinch, but con-
tinued his examination until perfectly
satisfied.  The lion betrayed great fear
when he heard the report of the explo-
sion and for quite a time could not be
coaxed out of his den.”

Deceptive Telegraph Poles.
In. Java the woodpeckers bore into
the :telegraph poles, deceived by the
buzzing sound made by the wires into
x belief thatNinseeh are concealed in-

wood. In Norway the woodpeckers
- have been found to bore into the poles,
‘but ‘more curious is the fact that in

)

length. It is non-pathogenie, easily.

while he was await-
the jailer was vis-

shared the fate of its predecessors. In

the meaning and accordingly first ex- |

 slang sentence, by means of which the |

every precaution to frustrate the well-|

COMPLICATED MARRIAGES,

The Two Nuptial Ceremonies Which Are
Necessary in France.

In the higher French classes the cys-
tom is that the civil or legal marriage
should be eelebrated before mayor or
magistrate the day or two before the
religious one, a custom whose origin is
the desire so show that they consider the
religious ceremony alone valid from 3
Christian point of view. The youns
bride returns to her family on 1éuvinzv
the town hall, and only starts for her
wedding journey after the marriage has
taken place in a chureh, in a temple—
as Protestant places of worship are
called—or in a synagogue. This creates
a rather equivoecal situation, says the
New York Commercial Advertiser, for
if, which is rare, but has sometimes
happened, some incident should occur
between the two ceremonies to delay
the second one, the husband and wife
wonld be legally married without being
so’in fact. I knew of such a case. Op
the night of the civil marriage the hus-
band received a telegraphic dispatch
calling him to his mother’s bedside,
who was dying, and who lived in a for-
eign land and whose illness had pre-
vented her being present at the wed-
ding. He left, received her last blessing,
and rendered her the last sad rites, and
was afterward kept at the place by busi-
ness affairs relating to her death and
which were of the greatest importance
tohim. This lasted for a month. His
wife, who was a devout Catholic, would
not have consented for anything in the
world to go and join him until their
union had been blessed by a priest.
During this interval the husband met a
cousin he had formerly loved. She suc-
ceeded in reconquering him, and he had
not the courage toconsummate the mar-
riage legally contracted in Paris. He
offered to be divoreed, but the young
wife’s religious scruples prevented her
from accepting this proposition, and
she asked for and obtained without diffi-
culty a legal separation on the grounds
of desertion. However, the husband
found a roundabout way, more or less
irregular, to marry his cousin in Hol-
land, where he lives now, but in France
he would be considered a bigamist and
his legal wife is' Mme. X., who has
never been his wife. The affair created
a great: scandal at the time in Parisian
society.

THE VILLAGE HATTER.

thi That Is I and His-
torical About Headgear.

The wool hat industry is native to the
soil in this country, according to the
New York Sun. Away back in colonial
times there was a village hatter, just as
therc was a blacksmith. He
made hats of felted wool, doubtless in
imitation of patterns: brought from the
" mother country by the latest immi-
grants. Wool felting, by the way, was,
“according to an ancient tradition, the
accidental discovery of the hatters’ pa-

R ia
ng to thelegend the good man,

| trudging along a - highway that
| lod - to_his monastery, found his fect

bleeding and blistered from the gravel
. that got into his sandals. Not being of
a penitential order, he paused beside a
hedge, picked some wool that passing

‘| sheep had left upon the thorns, and

thrust’'it into his sandals for greater
ease: 'Then he trudged onward, and on
reaching the monastery was surprised
to find the wool felted into a compact
mass by the constant pounding it had
received iromhis?eet. This hint was
enough, and in course of time the fu-
ture saint set up as a felter.

“From the monastery the trade spread
10 neighboring villages, and so over
Europe. In of time, too, the col-
onists brought it with them to America.
Here it flourished in a small way for
more than a century, until the stirring
activity of Americans led them to cast
about ' 'for labor-saving - machinery.
‘However, the factory system was not
thoroughly developed in this® country
until thirty or thirty-five years ago.

The factories do practically all the
work now, and all kinds of hats are
marvelously cheapened. Buffalo Bill's
cowboys buy their hats of a manufae-
turer in ecentral New York, andthey are
vastly cheaper than those made by
hand in Mexico. Cowboy fancy must
be studied by the manufacturer, and
there is a great variety of ornaments
on- these hats. One has an enamelled
leather band about the crown; another
;an elaborate tinsel owl on the front; an-
pther a stout twisted cord or band,
with a tiny baseball dangling from one
end. |

A
: The Sidesaddle.

The horrified opposers of the move-
ment  for women’s riding en cavalier
may be interested in learning that had
it not been for an accident of fashion
the gentler sex would be striding their
horses still, and . that the sidesaddle is
not an invention due to the advanced
modesty of civilization. It appears that
one Anna of Bohemia, eldest daughter
of a German emperor and wife of an
English king, introduced' the custom,
not from delicate repulsion to the old
method, but simply becadse she was af-
flicted with some sort of deformity that
rendered it impossible for her to ride
upon the saddles in common use. In
those days it was imperative that a
woman should ride, ‘accordingly the
first sidesaddle was invented. Royalty
had then, as now, snobbish followers
ever on the alert to adopt fashions hon-
ored by its patrbnage, and in a few
months every woman of place in Eng-
land possessed a sidesaddle and the
custom was established.

Dickens’ Bird “Grip.”
A letter from Charles Dickens to
Angus Fletcher, lately made public,
thus deseribes the passing of a bird im-
mortalized by the novelist: *Grip is no
more. He was only ill aday. I sent
for the medical gentleman (a bird
fancier in the mew road) on the first
D : of his indisposition. ' He
castor oil and warmgruel. Next day
the patient walked in a thoughtful
~manner up and down the stable till the
mmk twelve at noon, then stag-
‘gered twice, exclaimed: ‘Hal-loa, old
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