Jeaders of theold Liberal party in
" order to obtain for us the privileges
we enjoyed, and here was a Gov-
ernment calling itself Liberal, de-
priving our le of these cherish-
ed privileges. hen he looked at
the blue eyeand bland smile of
the Leader of the Government, he
found it difficult to believe he was
a tyrant; but he had been told he
was a tyrant and his actions in
the House seem to justify the
statement. After all, when he
took & look at the history of the
?cﬂt, he found that all tyrants,

rom Pharaoh, who compelled the
Tsraelites to make bricks without
straw, down to Henr, VIIL. and
even later, were fuir, blue-eyed
men, The depriving of the Dom
inion officials of the right to vote
was placing them on the same
plane with paupers.

—

The Leader of the Government
and other members on that side of
the House, during the discussion on
the disfranchising bill said time
and again, that members of the
Domihnion civil service had asked
to have their voting privileges
taken from them. The members
of the Opposition repeatedly chal-
lenged '.Eem for the proof of these
assertions, and on Thursday after-
noon adduced the most uncountro-
vartible evidence to the contrary,
when Mr. Shaw presented to the
House a petition bearing the
names of one hundred and twenty-
six Dominion officials of the dif-
ferent branches of the service,
praying that they be not deprived
of the right to vote for members
of the Provineial Legislature
These names, Mr. Shaw pointed
out, had been signed to the peti-
tion inside of two or three hours,
and proved most conclusively the
fallacy of the Government's con-
tention that those officials desired
%o be deprived of their votes.
Many of the names to the

ition were those of men known

be s Liberals, a circum
stance which still further demon-
strated the untenableness of the
ition assumed by the Govern-
ment. The  presentation of the
r;tition was a surprise to the
overnment and fell like a bomb-
shell in their ranks; still they
brazened it out, and without the
slightest scintilla of argument an
nounced their determination to
carry the bill through the House
Dr. Jenkins characterized the bill
s a retrograde movement, which
must necessarily be the litical
death of those who introduced it
He quoted the Hom. Edward
Blake's words to the effect that
not only should one man have oze
vote; but he should be compelled
o record that vote. According
to this bill, the idea of the Gov-
ernment was - one man no vote.
Insteadjof protecting the voter,
the bill killed the vote. Hon Mr.
Gordon said he would not believe,
4ill he saw the vote, that fifteen
men could be found in the House,

who would vote for the bill. It Agai

wul‘:iolvat the liberties Co(f)‘ a
great of our people. ex
and WhelZn went back to antiquity
for precedents when framing our
ituti Among the institu-
tions of ancient Greece was the
jc Council, in which

man who brought ina measure
% a fellow man of his lib-
0

trail. Hedevoted thegreater part of
his speech to reviewing what had
been done by preceding Govern-
ments, and to telling the House
“what I found,” and “what Idid”
when “I came into office,” to use
his own words. This circumlocu-
tory style of presenting the budget
was, no doubt, adopted with the
hope of diverting the attention of
his hearers from the real condition
of the Provincial fiLances.

DespiTe the verbal frippery
with which he surrounded every"
statement he made to the House the
Leader of the Gevernment was-un-
sble to disprove that the two Con-
servative Governments which im-
mediately preceded the present
Administration, greatly reduced
the annual expenditure of the
Provinee, while relieving the
people _from taxation; and that
they let the balanee to our credit
at Ottawa much larger than when

they came into office. - These are | men

facts which must appear anything
but agreeable to the present Gov-
ernment, when contrasted with
their own actions during the brief
period they have been in office.
It is true that both the Sullivan
and McLeod Administrations oe-
casionally had deficits; but they
were prevented by a hostile coun-
cil from earrying out measures of
reform and retrenchment. The
present Government, however,
with a majority in both branches |,
of the Legislature has, each year,
had a deficit, and has besides
saddled a permanent debt upon|,
the Province. Judging their fut-
ure by their past record, the deficit
for the present year will probably

be the largest in our political |3

history.

Tae fallacy of the Premier's |see

statements and the speciousness of

his arguments were plainly appar- | %8¢€
ent, when he came to deal wit the|,

question of revenue for the cur-
rent year. His estimate of revenue
from a!l sources, as will be seen in
the report of his Speech, wus $264,-
350. The estimated expenditure,
for the year amounts to $283,045.
Now, admitting that the revenue,
as here estimated, may be realized
and that the expenditure shall not
be greater than the estimate, we
have, to begin with, a deficit of
nearly $20,000. But it is altogeth-
er unlikely that either one of
these conditions shall be fulfilled
In the first place, there is at least
one item of revenue which is not
likely to be realized that is the
<sum of $60,000 from the Land
Office. It is well known that the
receipts from that office must each
year grow less and less The
amount received last year ‘was
$43000. Inthe face of this how
ean the Leader of the Government
have the assurance to tell the pub
lic that he ex $60,000 from

that source during the present|y,

year? Nor is the Land Office the
only place where there is likely to
be a falling off. The total revenue
receipts last year were $245,652,
and how can & greater amount be
hoped for,during the present year?
in, in the matter of expendi-
tare, it is not all likel that the

Government will be uble to keep|f
within the bounds of the estimate. |
There is no provision made forle

election expenses, and it is well
known that a general election

mnust take place before, the usual
time for meeting the i

comes round again.
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