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0 CHAPTER L
IN THE TAPESTRY ROOM.

AS1L CONYERS
leaped from the
station dogcart
before the Dig
chestnut was falr-
ly pulled up, and
dashed Uup the
broad steps.

“Any news,
8im?” he asked
breathlessly of the
old butler awalt-
ing bhim in the
arch of the door-
way.

“Not a word,
sir, not @& trace!
Oh, sir, it's & gore

stroke, and it's 2 sad house you ve'i:‘on;:

to, but Sir David and ™Y Lady'l b

fain to see you, and you surely can l;

us, alr”-—conventlonal respect and so;n

deep trouble struggling oddly together
in volce and manner.

If you could have come s0OTeT, T think
you might have brought hope with you,
but now—> Her volce broke.

“] would bave given my right hand
to have been here,” said Basil, passion-
ately. “but by some cursed change your
wire missed me, and has been following
me about the Loffodens, and then there
was the crossing; but it you can bear
to do it, for God’'s sake: tell me about
it. Remember, I've only had your wire.
1 know nothing more. I couldn’'t bear
to guestion Rogers as I came ltom_!he
gtation, nor even Sim—tell me what you
can. 1 can’'t take it in yet, it seems 80
impossible, but there must surely be
something that I could do.”

wrhat is the dreadful part, we are all
so helpless. 1t only there was anything
more ‘we could do than what has been
done. My poor husband tries to cheat
himseclg into fhe bellef that there-is—and
now you! Oh, my dear boy, forgive
me. 1 was almost forgetting what it
means to Yyou. I forget everything
now. Yes, you have & right to know."”

“No, mo, 1 don't mean that—never
mind about me. sSir David _wm tell

¥ -

eyes of a child In their absolute in-
nocence and vague wonder, and yet

. for imaginative onlookers there was

a subtle suggestion that thése bridal

flowers Were waking some new emo- - ¢

tion in the young bosom under the
swathing folds of maiden white—was
it shy hope, or fear, or Cchlefly be-
wildered shrinking? 1

There were few, however, who re- =

marked what might after all be'a
mere trick of the fancy, born of the
conjunction ' of that embodiment of
yvouthfulness and the white flowers.
symbol of the fulfilment of a wWom-"
an’s life. Those were inclined to re-
mark rather upon the superb brush-
work (f the plcture—the majolica pot,

a joy of color in its gaze of blue and

gréen, the waxen flowers, the goldén

fruit .2and the glowing leaves with

the. summer sky beyond—and to ~de= .
cide that but for the wonderful hatr, .
the colorlees young face and the -
slender white figure would have been -
overpowered by the sUmptuous sc- -
cessories. But that bright cloud of

hair of +. unusual tawny-red shade -

relentlessly into his brain; a spray ot
ivy rustling against the window pane
whispered ceaselessly, “Where?” Every
wandering breeze murmured jt—till
“Where? . Where?” filled all the dark-
ness and the silence. He had long
ceased to wonder at Sir David's unbear-
able restlessness, at his almost savage
impatience. Secretly he was conscious
that they were taking possession of
himself, and long before it was light
fe had decided that he would go to
Eddieston, a big seaport and manu-
facturing town, & long day’s drive dis-
tant, and try to follow up a suggested
clue there. Only too likely it would end
in nothing, -1ike so many another—over-
eager eyes decelved by some chance
likeness—but at least it would be better
than eating his heart out at Stormont.
Though he had trled to discount &
probable fatlure beforehend, Conyers

g realized that he had hoped more than
he knew from the bitterness of disap-

pointment when his quest proved unsuc-
cessful. A night at a ‘‘commercial”
hotel did not tend to raise his spirits,
and in the morning, as he stood aim-
lessly gazing out over the dirty wire
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There are other matters of
tion referred to in the spegg
the Throne which, however, ']
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moment. These as well
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