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THE GRAIN

ermons for the Unsatisfied

By J. S. Woodsworth, Secretary of the Canadian We'fare | £Lague

I1.—Faces to the Future.

The world is divided

into  backward - looking
men and forward-looking
men. The backward-look-
ing man likes to quote
history, which shows that
he has never read it in
telligently He says his-
tory repeats itself, which
is precisely what history
never does. He refuses to
act  without well-estab
lished precedent and
thereby  shows  himself
lacking in the initiative
and courage that are esscn-

who aets s Tif “spiritual
forees wer thsent from
the world today \h
but this 1= new and dan
ROrous teaching! It s
not what 1 was hrought
up  to hehevs I'here
vou are again, my baek
ward-looking friend. That
was the most serious aeen
sation which the serihes
hrought wninst  Jesy

Fhey were, for imstane

punctihious about Sabbath

observane Jesus Wit

maore concerned thout

tial to progress. He @ilo
L’iZ|'~ ”n- heroes of !|;|~'
ages and fails to recognze
the true patriot of his ownday. He builds
the tombs of the prophets, and thus, by his
very absorption in the past and his in-
difference to the present, he shows himself
a true son of those who, in their day,
killed the prophets

It is easy to join the backward-looking;
it takes the effort of one’s life to keep
“eyes front.”  From our earliest child-
hood we were told to follow the example
of our elders who also elaimed to be our
betters.  In our school days, individuality
was suppressed.  The chief end of the
scholar seemed to be to keep the rules
The wild impulses of youth were repressed
by social conventions. The authority of
the law was duly impressed upon us,
not merely by those in authority and under
authority, but by our own bitter ex-
periences when we ventured to turn aside
from the beaten paths or to eross forbidden
boundaries. Many a comrade resigned
himself to what he regarded as the inevit-
able and “settled down' into the comfort-
able life of conformity, orthodoxy and
convention.  He had, to borrow a phrase
with a very different meaning, “joined
the great majority.”

Yes, that is the difficulty. The great
dead “mass of inertia’’ which calls itself
orthodoxy is always in the majority
The independent thinker, the reformer,
the man a hundred years before his time,
is always a lonely man, opposed and dis-
counted.

It is so mueh easier to act with the
crowd. The plaudits of the crowd, the
rewards of the crowd, the inspiration of
the crowd, the fellowship of the crowd,
the ethies of the erowd, the religion of
the crowd-all seem dominant.

Why not join the crowd? To cach
little seed is given a tiny spark of a some-
thing we call life.  This life is an expand-
ing force that breaks thru s protecting
envelopes, pushes up the clods, rises anto
the air, and becomes a mighty tree, =0
that the birds of the heavens lodge i its
branches. Similarly a tiny bit of humanity
forces itself into an inhospitable world,
loosens himself from his mother at arms,
breaks away from the home circle, and
thru storm and stress at last becomes a
man. Thus it is with all life | he
divine foree simply will break thru. That
is its nature.  When we cease to grow,
we begin to die.

“The way my father did”’—what usn
excuse for physical and intellectual and
spiritual laziness! Unless some one had
pushed forward the houndaries of civiliza-
tion we should still be all cave-men, or
perhaps be shinning up trees like the
animals who physically we most closcly
resemble,

“The way my father did!” As 4
matter of fact, my father was a progressive
man, that is why I admire him. I am
worthy to be called hig son only as I have
caught his spirit. My duty is not to
follow in his steps, but start in where he
left off to blaze a path deeper into the
wilderness.

Probably much of our Bible study is lost
time.  We are immensely interested in the
division of Canaan among the ten tribe
In the meantime, Canada is being divided
up and settled by people r"{ﬁr"-"“'”lK i
score of nationalities. Surely the Can-
adian problem ig, for us, of ‘”“”'"““']."'
more i]“l,l,rI““('l' than the (::r!:umm-h
problem.  “But,” you say, "fn_,.r] Wik
with the people in older time And
may we not ask, is He not with the people
of today? Then iz God the God of the
dead but not.of the living? The atheist
i not the man who doubts the historieinty
of the old testament stories, but the man

i

J. 8. Woodsworth

helping those in trouble
so they denouniced him ns
n Sabhbath

friend of |>HH|' ans and simners
they had been taught
and a tooth for a tooth
the wunheard of
cnemies

breaker \

OF ngiain
Neve for an eve
nnd Jesus taught
doctrin love  your
Traitor, away with him!

Let the modern prophet hear for his
cncouragement thie warning ol ‘|l~ll\
“The diseiple is not ahove his Lord,  If
they  have  perseeuted they  will
persecute vou also.

Nowhere more than in political life do
we worship the god of things as they
have been; “as it was in the beginning,
1k now, and ever shall be,” i the refrain
of the politician. - What precedent haye
we?  What did the other party  do?
These are the questions i which alone
he is interested

We need more men of the Oliver Crom
well type. In face of a great crisi, he
swept the mace from the table and stared
out to make history. But let ux, even
in this new country, propose sorset hing
new (the referendim for examfler, and
we are told that it s un-British, uneon-
stitutional, that it hasn't been tried or
husn't heen tested We are, of cours
not arguing here for the referendum, bt
we  submit that there = a prevalent
“stand pat” attitude that i not truly
conservative, that conserves nothing, but
simply blocks all troe progress. The world
i marching on and we must march with
it or fall behind in the race

The trouble i that both our ;uvllll"!xl
parties are fundamentally  conservative
They wish to conserve their own interests
They are not keen to launch out into un
known waters In this country they fail
to really represent the people Jut suy
gest that we do away with party govern
ment and of course both parties and all
their followers are up in arms. “Why
they excluim, “party government mude
Fongland They might have gone on,
“one party supported. King Charles and
the other party cut off his hend. We
could never do without party!’  Fo
irrespective of changing conditions and
modern needs, we consistently hold fast
to that which 15 good and that which
1= bad

Two men stand in doubt at the parting
of the ways,  One man turns to the right
He mav be wrong. The other man
refuses to move lest he should make
mistake.  He undoubtedly i wrong.  He
gets nowher

We are in the midst of a world war
[et some one have the hardihood to
sggest that wars may some time copse
that spiritual forees are more powerful
than physicsl, and again our wise men
shake their heads,  “Wars alwavs have
been and think of the benefits of war
8o the modern seer i« pushed to one side
a« an idle dreamer, an unpractical idealist,
a sentimental theorist, an  unbalanced
altrust

The argument seems to run “I'he
old prophets were stoned,  Jesux  was
crucified, they all eame to a bad end; lot
ug be practical;” and cheerfully we wet
about the oft-attempted but jmpossible
task of overcoming militarism by ineans
of mwilitari=m, of driving out Beelzebub
thru the power of Beelzbub, We are
consoled by the fact that at Jeast this is
no new-fangled or untried method

Perhaps our attitude 1# due to a lack
of imagination Ten vears ago a few
venturesome  ploneers  attempted  aerial
navigation Some _of  them  perished

Ah exelaifoed the backward-dooking
men, it can’t be done. Thruout the ages
it never hax been done It 1% against all
natural laws But the forward-looking
men,. laughed  at impossibilities”  and
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easing! So artistic! So sanitary!

“METALLIC”

X*f Steel Ceilings and Walls

If you once saw how handsome,
how rich, these Metallic Steel Plates
look, and knew how low-priced they
are and how easy to put up, you
would certainly think of a room
where you wanted them at once.
“Metallic’’ designs are up-to-date,
sharply embossed and highly artistic.

Handsome cornices, beadings and
mouldings give dainty, finishing
touches  Very durable, clean, wash-
able, paintable and fire retarding.
The first cost is the last cost. Rid you
of paper-hanging muss for all time,

Splendid for home, church, lodge,
school, public buildings, stores, ete,
Write for illustrations and prices,

g Fastlake' Galvanized Shingles, Empire Cor-
rugated Iron and everything in Sheot Metal

METALLIC ROOFING CO.,LTD.
Manslactarers
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Winnipeg, Man.
It is not convenient for me to pay my subscription to The Guide at present.
If you will continue sending the paper | will pay you $3.00 on Nov. |, to
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