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the joy of living—build 
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ginning to speak about the things she 
hoped to learn. To say ‘yes ma’am" 
and "no ma’am’’ seemed to her such 
a wonderful acquirement! It did not 
seem as if Harry and Margaret ever 
could come up to that. Surely she
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never had heard them thus speak to i 
their uncle and aunt since they had 
been here. But Harry’s sharp and 
scornful reply had showed that what­
ever he might do, his fund of knowl- 
edge on this point was not lacking.

But soon there came a turn in the 
tide of conversation and the little 
ones scampered joyfully a\yay to the 
wood beyond the meadow. It was so 
cool and lovely there. There was an 
odor from the wild flowers and the 
fresh young leaves which brought with 
it a delicious sense of happiness.

On and on through the dim forest 
ways they wandered, the shadows 
growing deeper and the stillness more ; 
marked. A brook invited them still 
farther on. Then a squirrel scudding | 
across the path led their footsteps ; 
still farther away from the mea­
dow. When at last they had chased 
the chattering squirrel up the tree 
which hid him so securely that they 
no longer saw the least bit of his 
bushy ta 1, and they turned back 
watching for him, all sign of the farm­
house and the green fields had disap­
peared. Even the direction in which 
home lay, had been lost. They did 
not at first know this. So that with 
little question as to the course they 
ought to follow, they set out and 
walked on and on, stopping now and 
then to look at some new mystery of 
the wood. Then Harry’s legs began 
to be tired.

“Let’s sit down a fexy minutes,” he 
said, dropping at the roots of a great 
maple. "Seem’s to me it’s a good deal 
farther home than it was when we 
came.”

"That’s ’cause we’re lost,” Margaret 
said, a tear starting in her eyes.

‘‘Don’t you know the way back, 
Maisie? Seems to me you ought to.”

The little girl turned to Maisie with 
a child’s reproachful look, and the lit­
tle one felt as if some way she had 
i'aileu sadly now of coming up to the 
requirements placed upon her. After 
all, her stock of knowledge was not 
very great. But she boldly declared:

“It wasn’t me who wanted to sit 
down. It was Harry. I’m ready to 
go on.”

And she stepped away from the 
tree as if to continue the wandering 
into ways which seemed to be grow­
ing more and more uncertain. The 
other two now gave themselves up to 
the care and guidance of Maisie. They 
felt so powerless themstlves, away out 
there under the dark trees.

“Seems as if it was going to be 
ivght, Maisie. You don’t s’pose it is’ 
do you? What can we do if the sun 
really and truly goes down.'”

Margaret looked over at Maisie so 
helplessly that the little girl’s heart 
was touched.

“I know what we will do."
And she fell on a great bank of 

moss. Her hands were clasped before 
hef. Her eyes were turned away up 
through the green tree tops.

“Dear Jesus,” she said very rever­
ently, “we are lost. But we are your 
little, children. We want to get back 
to Mrs. Perry’s? Won’t you help us 
now? We will be so thankful if you 
will.”

Harry and Margaret stood in silence 
wondering as Maisie spoke. This was 
something new to them to hear one 
speak so familiarly to the One they 
had always thought of as being so 
far away that he knew or cared little 
for children Eke them.
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Then Maisie rose and started on as 
cmirageously as if she were certain 
t'.ie way would soon bring them home.

It was but a moment more when a 
voice called away through the forest. 
Surely some one was looking for 
them.

The three cried back to the voice 
with a glad shout, and then they ; 1^ 
started on the bound. Over and over 
again they stopped to listen for the 
voice. Again and again it came to 
them, becoming more and more dis­
tinct each moment. In a little while 
they began to catch the gleam of light 
through the trees, and soon they came 
to the fence at tire-edge of the mea­
dow. There Mrs. Perry met them. 
What a joyous meeting it was, too!

By-and-by Harry dropped behind to 
whisper to Maisie.

“Do you do that every day, Maisie? 
Talk to Him. I mean. Your voice 
sounded just as if you knew Him just 
a, well!”

“Don’t ycu know Him, too, Harry.'"
Here at last was something about 

which she might help Harry.
“I’m afraid I don’t, Maisie I have 

always been kind of afraid of Him. 
Tell me how to get better acquainted 
with Him. It must be He heard you. 
Would He hear me just as He did 
vou ?”

“Oh, I know he would, Harry I Try
if and see.”

And Harry is trying.—E. L. Vincent 
n Christian Observer.
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