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who looks only to the present, and w
policy bas in va not foreign
the internal development of .
Granting all this, yet there will still remain
the possibility of a war between France and
Eogland, a possibility the more likely to be-
come a reality the more England msyap-
open to a sudden und vigorous blow.
m«. it is not in the English character
to rely greatly on the forbearance of others.
.Forbearance is not much of an English at-
 tribute, and a¢ to this matter, the English
to jodge others by themselves.—
;od\ing will satisfy them but to feel so
strong as to put an invasion out of the
question, and if the conclusion shall be
reached that the present defensive means
are not of this character, additions will be
made to them, regardless of expense.
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Children and the Church.

When the disciples of our Lord disputed
among themselves who should be the greatest in
the Kingdom of Heaven, their Divine Master
took a child and set him in the midst of thém as
an example of that bumility which befitted the
higbest exaliation in heavenly places, and then
clasping the little one within bis own sacred em-
brace, be said, *“ Whosoever shall receive one of
such children in my name receiveth me.” He
added the caution to those whom he addressed,
and through them to all who should believe on
his name to the end of time, * Take heed that
ye despise not one of these litile ones; for I say
unto you, that in beaven their angels do always
behold the face of my father which is in beaven.
For the son of man is come to save that which was
lost.” Again, when they who surrounded our
Saviour would  have repulsed those who brought
infants to him, he was displeased, and repeated
the declaration “ Of such is the Kingdom of
God.” Jesus Christ, then, has himself explicitly
asserted the salvation of infants. He who com-
prebended with the precision of the Infinite the
cause, the character, the effect, and the extent of
his Atonement, has condescended to assure us
that it is efficacious to cleanse the * little ones”
from the transmitted taint of the first Adam’s
transgression, and he has even vouchsafed an ap-
peal to our reason which is irresistible in its
force: “ For the Son of Man is come to save
that which was lost.” Were infants involved in
the curse which was pronounced against their
great progenitor ?—they are also included in the
blessings of the Covenant. Does the penalty of
death, not for actual sins but for inkerited cor-

*ruption,descend upon the unconscious babe ? —on
it 100, must the gift of life, the grace of pardon,
the blessing of adoption, be conferred. St. Paul
only expands, in bis epistle to the Romans, the
argument which is clearly implied in the words
of our Saviour. His conclusion is that, “ as by
the offence of one judgment came upon all men
to condemnatiop : even so by the righteousness
of one the free gift came upon all men to justifi-
cation of life.” Hard indeed would have been
the fate of all the infants who have breathed a
moment in time to be snatched away for eternity,
if, unable to choose between good and evil, they

_bad been treated as though they had embraced
the evil ; if, in fact, the power of Satan to stain
the soul bad been greater than that of Christ to
cleanse it. Far better bad it seemed that the
sentence should have received its immediate ac~
complishment in Adam, and his return to the
dust whence he was taken accomplished the dura-
tion of humanity upon the earth. Do not they

_arraign tbe justice, much more the mercy, of
God, who would meke his indulgence to our
fallen parents lead to the inevitable damnation

* of myriads of their innocent descendants?

There is, we 1everently thank our God, no
foundation in His Word on which to build so
dreadful a hypothesis. It affirms no truth more
clearly than that the infant members of our
families are clothed with the rights of citizenship
in his eternal kingdom. By that grace and gitt
of righteousness which bath abounded umto many
by Jesus Christ, they are prepared to reign in
life eternal. By that grace nnd gift they are,
at thefirst moment of earthbly existence, placed
in the position of favor with God which is al-
tained by those who have sinned, only through
repentance and faith. They are rescued from
the grasp of the evii one so soon as a soul in-
spires the infant frame, and nothing baut actval
sin can’ deprive them of their claim to eternal
life througb Jesus Christ our Lord.

Admitting these important truths, how solemn
and weigh:y are the responsibilities which de-
volve upon parents aud the Church! Is it not
well that we should enquire whether we are
guiity of despising, or lecting, these little
ones,—of retarding rather than encouraging the
approach 10 our Saviour of those whom he has
charged us to sufler to come unto him,—and of
being obstacles to those concerning whom Christ
bas said, * whoso shall offend one of these little
ones which believe in me, it were better for him
that a milistone were hanged about his neck, :snd
that be were drowned in the deptbs of the sa ?”
If what we bave asserted have, as we bo!d it has,
the sanction of the Divine Word, that infants
stand on the same ground of acceptabiiity with
God as adults who have repented and believed,
it follows that they are entitled to membership in
Christ’'s Church on earth. As the sign of their
adoption Baptism is their right. They are lambs
of the flock and must be fed with food conveni-
ent for them, The Christian parent is bound
to watch the buddings of the infant intellect
that he may train it up in the nurture and ad-
monjtion of the Lord. It should be his sedn-
lous endeavor to lead all those whom God has
given bim, to koow from veriest childhood the
Scriptures which are able to make them wise
unto salvation. Parents have come to regard
the baptism of infants as, a mere ceremony
which it is proper to have performed, They for-
get, or have never felt, of what it is the sign,—
It seems to be assumed that those whom Christ
has redeemed with His precious blood, and who
bave been adopted into the family of God, must
2s a matter of course become subject to sin, thas
the grace of God may abound, They are there-
fore left to themselves, exposed to the power of
the devil, surrounded by all that ministers to
the lust of the eye and the pride of life, and it
is boped that baving for a while become the se r-
vants of mn, they will, in God's set time, be

_converted and become the eervants of His dear
Son. But is it, under the economy of grace, a
necessity d being that we should 7¢ any period
of our existence be s0 fally with’,n the grasp of
the enemy of our souls thas dying then, we
should be eternally lost? '~ Afust we sin that
grace may abound ? “ Shs,ll we sin because we
mmwmh',b'“undegm? God
forbid 1" We affirm th ¢ those who refrain from
the incalcation of reli gious doctrine upon their
children, who do o ¢ treat them as members of
Christ’s Church ar d urge them toa 'n'(h in
grace, to the subj ygution of the carnal mmnd, so
that they may grow up into the fullness of the
stature of mev, in Chrigt Jesus, run a fearful
and unneces iy risk,
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bappily we think, some peculisr
upplhcm the work of grace ‘in
the souls of the young. Let us name the Class
meeting. Why should not children be the com-
panions of their parents, or the elder members
of their families, to these means of grace, Is it
ngt reasghable to suppose that their attendance
would be followed by good results ; that there, as
they beard the testimonies of God's people, their
tender souls would be better prepared to recog-
nize the influences of His Holy Spirit within
themselves, and tbat they would be led to a
closure with him? We have read with deep in-
terest some accounts which appeared in the Wes-
leyan Methodist Magasine, for January and
March of last year, connected with the conver-
sion of children and the formation of clasees for
their special benefit. One writes “ The clear
and decided experience of these children has
often stimulated and cheered me in my labour
of love. The little class-room was filled ; and
if any were in distress, those who had found
peace would plead with God in their bebalf, and
even refuse to separate until the blessing was

other | vouchsafed. Little girls not higher than the

table come and are remarkably attentive. From
six years of age up to twenty, all meet together.”
There is our Covenant Service. How solemn it
is, and how refreshing to the Christian soul, all
who have participated in it must have felt. Would
it lose anything of its solemnity and significance
if it were the occasion not only for remewed
consecration on the part of those who bave long
professed to know the Lord, but for a distinctive
act of profession by the youtbful members of
our families who are willing to avouch the Lord
to be their God and Christ to be their Saviour ?
The hint is not our own. It isa suggestion
which we find in the Magazine for June of the
present year, and is commended to consideration
alike by the source from which it comes, and the
inherent importance of the subject to which it
relates.

Letter from England.

(From our own Correspondent.)
ENGLAND, Sept. 23, 1859.

No subject could be so misty as is the great

Italian question just now. It is almost a
problem as to whether the question exists at
all. Everybody is asking what is the issue
of gigantic armaments and the tremendous
conflicts which Europe witnessed but a few
months ago. The free of all nations waited
breathlesely but a short time since for the
total emancipation of Italy. Daysol gran-
deur and liberty were to dawn aguin upon
the long political night and degradation
of the country. Louis Napoleon, of whom
the nations once dreamed as a despotic
usurper, and as a fell enemy of popular
liberty, was to be the deliverer of the land
of the Camsars, and the lates of Italy were
to improvise soul-stirring strains in honor of
the hero. All this seemed a certainty.
Though many sagacious ones could not fail
to distrust a man whose ige is more
Machiavellian than chivalrous,—though a
thousand voices from the deadly swamps of
Cayenne and other spheres of political exile
seemed to give the lie to the theory of a
Napoleonic crusade against despotism,—yet
these were the facts of the case : the French
Emperor, at the head of an army such as
his uncle never led, was slaughtering by tens
of thousands the invaders of Italian soil,
and rallying the patriots of the land around
his banner, as the standard of freedom. Just
when the end appeared to be gained, and
when another battle would have broken the
power of the Austrians, and driven them to
sue for peace on any terms,— Louis Napoleon
suddenly bangs out a white flag,—or as some
people would bave it, shows the *“ white
feather,”—pro an armistice,—and the
great hope of Italian liberty melts away like
a spow-wreath in the sunshine.
Of course there have been lotsof con-
ferences, at Zarich and elsewhere. Diplo-
matists have been scudding over the conti-
nent like clouds on a windy day, and, it is
to'be feared, with very cloudy results. A
large harvest has been gathered by Telegra-
phic companies, and all the Journals to the
general disgust of their suybscribers, bave
been filled with articles on the Dachies, and
heroic speeches of His Majesty of Sardinia,
who wiil speechify, to the great horror and
discomfort of his ministers,—~bat nothing
bas come out that may be considered tang-
ble. The wind-bag has produced nothing
but wind so far,—and what all the fighting
was for no one can tell. It is to be feared
that the question of Italian liberty remains
in statu guo,—ibat the vision of Louis Na-
poleon as the champion of fieedom is but an
ignis fatuus, —and that the whole story of the
last lew months s but another illustration of
ve olden fable: Parturiunt montes fnascitur
ridiculus mus ! | may as well say, however
that the last advices received irom Zarich
wnnounce the arnival of a courier from
Vienna, with instructions to draw up the
instrument for the treaty of peace, and the
documents for the cession of Lombardy to
Picdmont; not a word is said about the
Duchies, whose Dukes, by the way, are any-
tbing but Grand just now.

lutelligence will nave reached you res-
pecting our digorder in China, and the pros-
peci of a war with the Celesual KEmpire, of
a more scrious and decisive pature than any
we bave yet undertaken. From the des-
patches of the admiral commanding in chief
on the East Ivdia and China Staion, it
would ajpear that oa the 17¢h of June last
e proceeded to the mouth of the Peiho
river, with the object of intimating to the
local authorities the intended arrival of Her
Majesty’s Eavoy, and the Freoch minister,
—us well as of reconnoitring the existing
state of the defences of the river. The offi-
cer who was sent on shore by the admiral
to communicate with the authorities was not
allowed to land,—on the plea that there were
no officials at that station. A promise, how-
ever, was given that certain obstfuctions at
the mouth of the river should be removed
within forty-eight bours, in order to enable
the ministers to proceed to Tien-tsin, the
uearest official station. This promise was
not fulfilled, and evasive answers baving
been returned by the authorities to the ex-
postulations of the admiral, he proceeded,
afier due warning to remove the obstructions
by force. Bat he had evidently miscalcu-
tuted his foe, for almost immediately on bis
taking up an attitude of attack, a tremendous
fire opened upon the squadron from the forts,
of not less than 30 or 40 guns of conside-
rable calibre. Our troops, nevertheless,
with true British gallantry, succeeded in
landing,—and made for the forts, wading up
to the waist in mud, under a most deadly
fire. Nothing could exceed the valour of
the men. Competent witnesses affirm that
the records of Crimean heroism, and even
of the Balaclava charge, pale before the
story of this fight on the Peiho. But they
were contending against fearful odds. The
bravest soldier can do litile when up to hus
waist in mud,—and the forces had to retire
with considerable loss. Eighty nine officers
and men were killed, and three hundred and
forty-five were wounded. The gallant ad-
miral himself was severely wounded by a
splinter, and almost all the commanding
officers met a similar fate. The French
loss was slight. Three war steamers were
sunk by the fire of the forts.

different from
e guns were
Chinese,~and from what
and from the style
heml that the
entirely garrisoned,
Russians. Doubtless
of the disaster.—
umed that on a Chinese
station be bad to deal with Chingmen, and
his plans were laid accordingly. He was
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which can bardly be over-estimated. The
destruction of a British Squadron in Asia
will fearfully damage the prestige of Brit-
ish arms, and somewbat undermine the
work of years. Public opinion in England
does not go against Admiral Hope, who is
well known as a man of brilliant talents.—
His honest and ‘manly report to the Admi-
ralty, which frankly avows bis defeat, and
the his being very severely wounded, bave
won for bim sympathy and admiration. The
croakers, that is, the party of Jobn Bright
& Co., declare that we had wo right to en-
ter the Peibo at all, and tbat we were io
fact violating a treaty by so doing. Men
who are not worthy to be called English-
men, and whose province it is to vituperate
the action of all government officials, fairly
glory in the discomfiture of our troops. Bat
their glory will be short. His Mightiness
the Celestial Emperor, brotber of the Sim,
and first cousin of the Moon and Stars, will
bave to descend a peg or two in the Scale
of Mightiness for this. The Government
of Her Majesty and the French Emperor
are conferring together to inflict the chas-
tisement, and to demand the reparation
which the recent disaster demands. It is
time that the Celestials were brought to
book. They have long stood in the way of
the world’s civilization, and recent events
show that a polity of confidence and mercy
will pot do for them. Severe measures will
have to be taken. It is said that in the offi-
cial circles of Paris this business is looked
upou as & real god-send to the French Go-
vernment, because it may be the means of
extricating it from the awkward and danger-
ous position into which it bas been led by

is the intelligence of a possible casus bells
between England and the United States.—
It arises out of the vexed boundary ques-
tion, which has acquired the vastest impor-
tance from the recent gold discoveries, and
the consequent establishment of the Colony
of British Columbia. Islands, harbours, and
straits, which at the time of the settiement
of tke boundary question, were regarded as
of little value, have suddenly risen into con-
siderable impertance. A want of due de-
finiteness in distinguishing between two
channels, which in the treaty were counted
as oue, raises the question which is in dan-
r of assuming serious proportions. The
land of San Joan, in the Haro group, has
been forcibly seized by the American Gen-
eral Harney, without the production of any
authority from his own government, or any
notification to the British authorities. The
said General, who is a bot-blooded Souther-
ner, and of rather filibustering tendencies,
may have acted without authority, and in
accordance with the comviction that secms
to possess many American warriors, that it
is their special province to thrash Creation.
It is to be boped that he bas, and that he
will be compelied to swallow a highly indi-
gestible, though not salatary comestible,
known as “ humble pie.” We should like
to see General Harney at such a meal. It
is gratifying to learn from the latest advices
from Washington that the Federal Govern-
ment are likely to disown the General’s con-
duct, and it seemns to be well understood that
be acted upon his own responsibility in the
matter. But really it is a serious business
for American Commanders to be sailing
about the world at random, and forcibly oc-
cupying the islands of other Powers.

The lamentable accident which has pre-
vented the sailing of the Great Eastern for
some weeks coutinues to occupy the public
attention. It is difficult for a non-profes-
sional mind fairly to appreciate the cause of
the disaster. The following however is,
perbaps, a not altogether unintelligible ac-
count of the matter. The cbamber which
barst was formed by the funnel on the inside
and a casing oo the outside. The primary
use of this chamber, which was fiiled with
cold water, was to prevent the heating of
the saloons, as also to feed the boiler. This
water, being supplied to the chamber cold,
and drawn off when heated by the waste
gases passing up the funnel, first had the of
tect of keeping the water-casing cool, and
afterwards, when beated, was readily con-
verted into steam in the boiier. A swall
stand-pipe for leitiog off any steam that
might be generated within the chamber was
attached 1o it. This pipe was unpeces-
sarily and most unfortunately fitted with a
stop-cock. The tap was unhappily closed,
by an act of most unaccountable neglect,—
and consequently, when the engineer ceased
to feed the boiler from the chamber, steam
was generated, for which there was no es-
cape, and the chamber burst. The resalt
was terribie. The beautiful saloon was in
one momen (a total ruin, and worse still, some
half dozen men were harried into eternity,
and many others so frighifully mangled as to
be in the utmost peril.

_. As usual, it is quite impossible to learn
who is to blame. An ingag¢st has been held
on the bodies of the dead, and all persons
concerned have been most closely examined,
bat straoge (0 say, nobody seems to have
been responsible lor the management of the
vessel, and nobody knows who was ia charge
of the engines. The directors say that Mr.
Scott Russell, the builder of the engines,
was responsible for their working, and he
says that the engines had been given over
to the engineers of the company. It is at
least extraordinary that a vessel like the
Great Eastern should go to sea on a trial
trip, and that the authorities should have
made no arrangements for the oversight of
her engines. Most of those who have been
examined profess to have been entirely ig-
norant of the very existence of this fatal
stop-cock! The jury bave retarned a ver-
dict which lays the blame on a person or
persons unknown. Mr. Scott Russell has
contracted to repair the damages for £6,000,
within three weeks, and the directors bave
arranged for the vessel to leave Holyhead
for Portland, (U. S.,) on the 20th of Oct.

Notwithstanding this untoward disaster,
public confidence in the Great Eastern, far
from being weakened, is rather strengthened.
It is absolutely certain that such an explo-
sion would have blown to atoms and sunk ir-
recoverably any other vessel in the world.
The man-of-war could not have
stood the shock. Yet so grand are the di-
mensions, and so firm the construction of
this chef d'@uvre of natural science, that the
shock of this terrific explosion was scarcely
felt in some parts of the ship, the working
of the engines was not retarded one moment,
the noble hull was absolately unharmed, and
when she reached Weymouth the flag hang-
ing balf mast high was the only sensible evi-
dence of anything wrong on board.

Truly she is a magpificent achievement.
With her engines of twelve thousand horse-
power she could cut through a:three decker
without any one on board knowing of the

Ten thousand can be

catastrophe. troops
carried in her, with ease, to any part of the

| tic under the impulse of sieam. He was a

its [talian policy. Our immediate improve- | Glasz... known all the world over for his
ment in the relations between France and | beantiful -'ings on astronomy, and espe-
England is now confidently relied n‘ron. cially by h:-  ~atest work, # The Architec-

More startling than the Chinese difficulty | ture of the |icavens,” fell a victim to con-

sea is such that sea sickness will be entirel
superseded. If she were on fire in
a dogen places there couldbe no fear
as to ber ultimate safety Ina few moments
her engines would almost drown ber with
water, and her fire-proof compartments would
provide a safe refuge for her passengers and
crew. In time of war the very sight of her
would paralyze any fleet, and ber appear-
ance on the waters cannot but mark an era,
not only in naval science, but in civilisation.
Her first trip will always be identified
with a calamity even more serious than that
of the explosion and its results. A day or
two after the explosion, Mr. Brunel the em-
inent civil engineer, and in part the design-
er of the Great Eastern, was carried, in the
agony of paralysis, from ber deck. He lin-
gered but a few days, and died. The at-
tack was doubtless precipitated, if not indac-
ed by his anxiety respecting the ship. Some
of the mightiest trophies of engineering skill
which are to be found in the world attest
the genius of the lamented dead. If ever
one crosses a bridge whose arches are of gi-
gantic space, or passes underneath a dizzy
viadoct, the name of -Brunel almost invari-
ably suggests itself. He was the engineer
and designer of the Great Western Steam-
ship, the first vessel that crossed the Atlan-

man of singalar coolnees and even audacity.
When constructing a bridge on the line of
the Great Western Railway, he used a ce-
ment which was generally condemned, but
by him regarded with great confidence. Soon
after its completion, the bridge came down.
Eantering the directors’ room after the occur-
rence, where that sugust body was be-
moaning its loss, Mr. Brunel, with most per-
fect sang-froid exclaimed, * Gentlemen, I
congratulate you oa the fall of the bridge !”
*“ Congratulate us,” they cried horror strick-
en, “when we have lost tens of thousands
of pounds by it ?” * Certainly, gentlemen,”
answered the cool engineer, “ for I was jast
about to put up 200 bridges with the same
cement.”

Other great names are found in the list of
the recently dead. Professor Nichol, of

gestion of the brain, the result of intense
study, on the 19:h inst. The Right Honour-
able Sir James Stephen, the well known
historical essayist and lecturer, has also paid
the debt of nature. Sach men are a nation-
al loss.

A rumour was circulated last week, which
met with considerable confidence, that the
Emperor of the French contemplated de-
claring the freedom of the Press. Some of
the French journals were in hysterics, and
Eoglish journalism followed in the work ;
but such news was too good to be true, and
has turned out to be so much moonshime.
We have nearly had the credit of solving the
Eastera difficulty by swamping the Sultan.
On Saturday week, when his Highness was
quietly sunning bhimsell in his caique, a
British ship, commanded by an lonian cap-
tain, as pearly as possible ran him down.
Whether it was an accident, or whether the
Jonian thought it a capital chaace of pre.
cipitating the settlement of the KEastern
question, does not appear; but his Highness
is rather low about it, and demands explana-
tions. When Royalty goes a pleasuring it
should keep a good look-out.

Our English papera have beea for some
mooths quoting the most extraordinary sto-
ries from American contemporaries respect-
ing one Blondin, who, it is said, has been
performing the most murvellous feats on a
tight rope stretched across the Niagara —
We have been led to understand that the
said gentleman has been standing on his
head on the rope, wheeling a barrow across
backwards way, hanging by his chin, carry-
ing a man across on his back, and even drop-
ping from the rope into the boiling gulf be-
neath, without harm, and to the infinite de-
iight of tens of thousands of spectators,—
When we had been duly crammed with
those extraordinary deiails, another letter
appeared, declaring that Blondin was a
myth, and that the English people were
most gloriously sold, the whole story being a
malicious fabrication on the part of Niagara
hotel keepers, &c. Scarcely bad we swal-
lowed our chagrin when a gentleman from
Toronto dropped in upon the editor of a
Glasgow journal, and informs him that the
Blondin story is true, and that he had bim-
self witnessed the performance! Where is
Barnum?

Prince Albert, as President of the year's
meeting of the British Association at Aber-
deen, has delivered an oration Bélore one of
the most fasLionable crowds that ever as-
sembled in the North. The speech itself
is woithy of any man and any occasion.—
The wind-up was especially graceful and
elegant. Describing the peculiar character-
istics of the philosopher, he contended that
he was not a vain theorist, but a man of
practice,—02t a conceited pedant, but an
humble enquirer after truth; not daring on
presumptucus like the Titans, who stormed
beaven by placing mountain upon mountain
till burled from their height by the outraged
Jove. *“They are rather,” said the Prince,
“the pilgrims 10 the Holy Land, who toil
on in search of the sacred shrine of truth.”

Lady Fraoklin’s expedition in search of
news respectiog the fate of the commander
and crew of the Ercbus and Terror has just
returned. The gallant commander of the
expedition is furnished with the most accu-
rate intelligence of the lost voyagers. It is
ascertaioed that Sir Joba Franklin died in
the year 1847, aod that the two ill-fated
vessels were abandoned in the same year.
Tin cases containing records, skeletons,
books, watches, boats, guns, standing upright
against the boai’s sides, precisely as they
were left eleven years ago,—tea, tobacco,
&c., bave been found on the track of the
unfortunate expedition. It is at least com-
forting that the brave fellows did not die of
hunger. This sad question is now at rest,
and the voble minded Lady Fraoklin has
received a melancholy reward for her heroic
exertions. News has just arrived from the
Livingstony expedition. All the party are
well and in good spirits, and are progressing
in their journey.

Want of space compels me to hurry over
other questions of interest, such as the buil-
der’s sirike, which is like a little revolution,
—the St. Georges-in-the-East disturbances
—the Harvest Home celebrations — the
Smetharst case—the Army-flogging ques-
tion, and others of some importance. 1 now
pass to the revival.

The remarkable revival in Ireland is yet
progressing, and has given rise to vast con-
troversy both in that country and in England.
It has spread to Wales, and the greatest ex-
citement prevails in the neighbourhood of
Bangor and Carnarvon. Meetings are be-
ing held with brief intermission from six
o'clock in the morning uatil ten at night.—
Some of them are attended by 20,000 peo-
ple! Oa one occasion no less than 7000
passed over from the Lsle of Anglesea alone.

The Welsh do uot exhibit the same physical |
symptoms when under conviction of sin as |
do the Irish. Even Scotland bas caught the |
flame, and the cold, calculating ehurches of
the North are beginning to heave with life. |

The press of this country has taken up the
question, and on the whole in & satisfactory |

manoer. A leading article appeared in th
Times last week, and it is nou-nlkc:

column in the leading j to be headed
« Religious | » Some of the pa-
pers bave been very virulent in their attacks
upon revivalism, as might bave been ex-
pected. One paper, perhaps the cleverest of
the day, the Saturday Review, has published
a series of articles, which, if this be a move-
ment of God, are full of the rankest and
most audacious blasphemy. The msny
abuses which follow in the wake of all such
movements have provided ample material
for scurrility,—and of course we are far-
vished with startling accounts of the serious
additions which all the revival districts have
made to the local lupatic asylums. Siories
of miracles, &c. are also handed about with
great industry, and everything is done in
some quarters to disparage the work,—but
it goes on notwithstanding, and is assuming
proportions every day which must soon com-
mand universal attention.

In our own charch, whiel there is a gene-
ral advancement, there has been no particu-
lar development save in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne. Here for some months the Wesley-
ans have been holding a daily prayer-meet-
ing for the outpouring of the Spirit. On
the invitation of the Rev. Robert Young,
the Superintendent of the Circuit, and long
known as one of the most fearless apostles of
Revivalism, Dr. and Mrs. Palmer, from the
United States, have been induced to visit
the town. Special services have been held
daily in the spacious chapel, which has been
crowded on all occasions. No less than
tour hundred persons gave evidence of bav-
ing been savingly converted to God during
the first week of those services. The work
is still going on, and affecting all classes. A
gentleman connected with a large brewery,
and the owner of several beer-shops publicly
avowed to give up the business, as being
opposed to his sense of right. All denomin-
ations of Christians are joining in the move-
ment, and one of the clergy of the Esta-
blished Church has opened his church for
prayer-meetings. In my next I hope to be
able to record further progress.

Your readers will not expect any Metho-
dist news in the mounth of September—there
never is any.

Letter from the United States.

From our own Corresponden
THE TEMPERANCE REFORM.

The cause of Temperance is receiving
special attention at this time, In Massa-
chasetts its movements are assuming & new
form, which must do incalculable good. A
“ State Temperance Alhance " bas been or-
ganized, and it bas commenced the publi-
cation of a mouthly paper, called “ The
Temperance Alliance,” under the editorial
management of Dr. Jewett. It is
that the “ State Temperance Alliance " shall
coosist of, at least, ten thousand persons, who
shall pay annually into the treasury of the
society one dollar each. The ten thousand
dollars are 10 be expended in publishing the
new temperance paper, and giving it a wide
circulation—in employing agents in canvass-

ing all parts of the State—and in p-omoting

the cause in such other ways as may be
jodged best. About three thousand names
have already besn obtained to the Alliance,
with the prospect that the remaining seven
thousand will soon be secured. The new
paper—*“the Temperance Alliance ”"—has
reacbed its third number—and is a spicy,
stirring thing. The editor, Dr. Jewett, 1s
well known for his ability as a writer. His
keen wit is terrible when used against an
opponent.

THE SLAVERY QUESTION.

As our General Conference approaches,
the discussicn of the sulject of slevery in
its connexion with the Methodist Episcopal
Church, becomes more earpest. The edi-
tors of our papers are entering into the dis-
cussion with spirit, and are resolved, if we
can judge from their manner of writing,
that it the great evil is not rightly disposed
of at the General Conference, it shall be no
fault of theirs. Dr. Stevens, of the New
York Chnstian Advacate & Journal, has
been discussing the subject for weeks, and
has now published the substance of his edi-
torials in a pamphlet entitled * An Appeal
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, concern-
ing what its next General Conference should
do on the Question of Slavery” The ob-
ject of the pamphlet is to influence the
Church to take no action, or next to none, in
its next General Conference on the vexed
question. He thinks the Conference might
safely order the following note put into the
margin of the General Rule in the discip-
line:—

“ Forasmuch as there have been various
opinions respecting it and the general posi-
tion of the church on slavery, injurious to
our characier as a church and embarrassing
to our Soutbern Border, therefore it is the
sense of the Confcrence that the only cases
of slavebolding admissible to our commu-
nion, fccording to the significance of our
standards and the opinions of our fathers,
are such as are consistent with the Golden
Rule, and these are admissable, not for the
sanction or perpetuation of the * great evil,”
but for its amelioration und ‘ extirpation !’ ”

All our other editors, with perbaps the
exception of une or two, are for having some-
thing more done—something that will look
like excluding slavery from the Church.—
Some advocate that the “ General Rule ” on
the subject should be so altered as to make
non-slave-holding a condition of member-
ship. This latter view prevails pretty gen-
erally in the charch, both among ministers
and laity, in the non-stave-bolding States,
Should the General Rule be so changed,
the border Conferences, or portions of them,
threaten to set vp for themselves as a dis-
tinct organization. So here we are, as the
Yankees sometimes say, “in a fix.” Our
General Conference sits the first of next
May, and we hope by that time the people
will get sufficiently enlightened on the sub-
ject to act rightly. That any church
should be connected with tlavery, we ex-
ceedingly regret; and that any church in
the nioeteenth century should be willing
that slavery should remain in her, is to me
not only strange but unaccountable. May
the Lord direct us in the matter !

OUR MISSION WORK.

From all our mission fields we receive the most
encouraging information, The Lord is opening
the way before the missionaries, and in some
instances is giving them extraordinary success,
India, with ber 200,000,000 people is mostly
accessible to Christian missionarice, and already,
such is the power of Christianity feit there, that
the native population bave put themselves on
the defensive. At Bombay they find it neces-
sary to have a paper to defend themselves against
Christianity, At Madras they have assembled
ten thousand strung to petition Lord Stanley,
the S;:retsry of bSetne for India, that hindrances
may be put in the way of propagating the gos.
pel in that land. Is not this mo::shopefgull
Surely the gospel must be exerting great power
in In_dia, or such efforts would not be made to
stop its progress!| In China the field for Chris-
tian labor is quite as encouraging. Indeed from
every point of the great mission field the call is,
¢ Come over and belp us.” What a responsi-
bility {on the Church! O that the Church
were awake to the world's conversion! She
must awake to this subject—but when will she ?

CAMPMERTINGS,

Our Campmeetings for the season
Muﬂ.ﬂnhunuhmﬂ‘:”mm

from them, They bave been followed in many
places by glorious revivals, and all the
cburches that have attended them bave been
revived and strengthened. These meetings
have become a sort of institution among us,and
if properly coanducted, must be produetive of
incalculable good.
THE MORMONS,

Late news from Utah represent the Mormons
as being in a most wretcbed condition. They
commit the most abominable crimes, and pro-
fess to do it in the name ot the Lord. Marders
are very common among them, and committed
by the leaders of the Church, and all done pro.
fessedly by a revelation from heaven. Poly.
gamy is practiced by multitudes, and by most of
the members. They bave recently come in
conflict with the United States army, baving
killed one of its officers, Trouble is anticipat-
ed The npext arrival may bring the intelii-
gence of a bloody war, Itisa puzzle to the
Government to know what to do with these
strange people, ‘They must be brought to sub-
mit to good laws, and the sooner the better,

POLITICAL.

Our country is on the eve of another great
political struggle—our presidental election.—
The political parties are marshalling their bosts
for the contest. Tbere are properly buttwo par-
ties in the field, the Democrats and Republi-
caps, and they are divided now mostly by the
slavery question, Neither party bas yet noan-
pated its candidate, bat preliminary arrange.
ments are being made, and the whole country
is being stirred for action.

LITERARY,

Several new publications bave just made
their appearance, attracting no little attention.
Among them is “ Ten Year's of a Preacher’s
Lite,” by Rev. Wm, H. Milburn, from the
press of Derby & Jackson. This work is writ-
ten in the fascinating style of the author, and is
full of the most choice and stirring incident. It
will have an immense sale, The same house
bas also issued * From Duwn to Daylight,” by
“ A Minister's Wite.” This belongs to the
“ Shady " and ¢ Sanny Side " literature, and is
one of the best of the class we have read.  Its
story is well told—its ch well & —
and it bas a fine moral and religions tone. The
writer, it is presumed, writes from experience,
It cannot fail to find readers, and will do good,

Messrs Padney & Ramel have jost issued the
history of the » Reformation in Sweden ™ by L,
A, Anjou, tramsiated by "Lamry M. Mason, D.
D.  This is & work of gre:: value, containing a
vast amount of important information, Won-
derfolly bas God wrought in that country.
Toe history of the reformation is full of interest,
and cannot be read without profit, It is written
in fine style.

The same house bave issaed “ The Romance
of the Revolution ;* being 2 history ¢
sonal adventures, romastic incidents, and exploits
incidental to the war of Independence. Here
is a work cootaining a real history of facts, and
we can only say it is one of the most thrilling,
stining narratives of which we bave any know-
ledge. To be understood it must be read.

Sept. 1859. CeciL,

The Normal School.

Mg. Ep1ToR,—Knowing that you are desirous
of obtaining interesting intelligence from various
parts of the province, for insertion in your use-
tul paper, I now send you some items relative to
the cause of Education. The Normal and Model
Schools of Truro are widely known as very use-
ful institutions, whose establishment has given a
new era to the history of Education in this pro-
vince. Under the able management of the
talented, and indelatigable, Superintendent, the
Rev. Dr. Forrester, and the effective stafl of
officers in both institutions, the cause of Educa-
tion bhas received an impetus which, we have
reason to think, will extend to the most remote
and obscure parts of Nova Scotia. The tiaining
of Teachers for the great object of cultivating
the powers of the young and rising generation,—
the fature men and women of our province,
must be a very important work,—which if effect-
ed, 80 asto produce uniformity of system, and
that of tha best kind, is worthy of the attention
and concurrence of every well regulated mind.
The gathering of Teachers from different parts,
to be instructed in the best system of Education,
and to bave their minds increasingly cultured
by competent professors, is one of the most in
teresting spectacles, toa lover of buman progress,
that can be desired. It must produce the best ef
fects.— Under the able management of the Super-
intendent of Education, we have no doubt, the
Normal School of Truro will be increasingly
uselul, and supply what has long been a lack,—
a large number of competent Teachers for our
province.

The examination held at the end of the Sum
mer Term we attended with much pleasure, on
Wednesday and Thursday the 28th and 29:h of
September. The exercises were commenced in
the usual manner, afier which a short Lecture on
the proper method of reading was given by the
Superintendent, and examples afforded by several
students that were good and effective. These
exercises were varied by pimultaneous reading.
The students were examined on the laws of Pro-
sody,—the structure of the different kinds of
Edglish verse, and acquitted themselves credi-
tably.— Questions were answered by the Students
on the rules of Arithmetic, and sums given in
mental Aritbmetic ; tome which we thought
sufficiently long and intricate for the use of slate
and pencil, to aid in solution, were readily, and
accurately, answered by a number of the Stu.
dents. They were then examined concerning
their knowledge of the books of Euclid, and
made to solve some interesting problems in geo
metry.

love for the profession of a Teacher, and a
deep, beartfek, interest in the cause of Edgca.
tion in the British provinces

Several gentlemen addressed the weeting at
the request of the Su;wnn'(-mlvr_(. and one
generously cffered to presen: Five pounds 1o the
Institation, to be competed for by Siudents
the Normal School, and given fo the
the best essay, or the two best,
or Scientific subject.

An address was read by one of ke Stulents
in bebalf of the whole, conveying srateful, apd
pleasing, sentiments to Doctor Forrester for bye
faithful, affectionate, ard able «florrs
Superintendent ; and also thanks
officers of the Institution for their

of
author of

on any Literasy

as their
to the otber
instructions,
and the constant interest manifested on their
behalf.

The Superintendent read the names of (he
Students who had become entitled to diplomas.
I'his no doudt was the most important part of the
exercises to the Students, ani one productive of

very varied feelings. Two ycungz gentlemen
were named as competent for Teachers mn Gram.
mar Schools ; and are to be recommended ag

such. We hope that those who were unsuccess.
ful in obtaining honors, will not be impeded in
the path of mental improvement, but believe
that perseverance and patience will be the best
remedies for disappointment, and prevent in
future its occurrence.
made of several of the Students who had not
obtained diplomas ; it was stated that they bad
been equal in diligence to the successtul candi-

Honorable mention was

dates, but in consequence of commencing the
term with a more detective education could not
the bonors of the Institu-
tion during the present term.

obtain with them
These d:hgent
Students may comfort themselves by the assur-
ance that continged appication in mental train
ing will bring them to the position that the more
bonored students bave attained. ’
T. I Davigs
Truro, Nova Scotia, September 29, 1850,

Reception of Rev. J. Hunter.

The Congregational Soirce of
Church, held tor the purpose of welceming the

Chalmer's

Rev. Jobn Honter cn bLis return trom England,
took place on the evewng of Wednesday, 28(h
wit.  lhis debighital re-onwu was beld in Tem
perance Hali, and wili long be remembered by
each ove of the many bundreds wio were pre-
scnt, not only for the inicliectual feast aflorded
by the varous speakers, but also for the artrety
skill displayed in the decorations of the Hall —
We are among those old fashioned folks who can
not but regret that with the smoke and bustle of
our modern days, Queen Mab and ber fary
elves have been banished from city and trom
glen. Ever since last Wednesday evening we
have felt disposed to behieve that they were lin-
geriog near us ; at any rate, ol this we are cer-
tain, that if they are gone the fair daughiers of
Acadia are well able to supply their place. We

| know not bow many of the fairies had been in

Temperancg Hall preparing for this occasion but
it was very evident that busy fingers, guided by
elegant taste, had been there. The first thing
that cangbt the eye on entering the room was
over the platform a banner draped along the wall,
and before it blazing in large letters of brightest
gas-light the word “ WELCOXE,” while below, as
a peudant, bung a splendid garlacd of ever-
greens and tlowers. Tables covered with the
good things of this life occupied the whole body
of the building. Tea, coflee, fruit, cake, were
there in abuudance, while the rich flowers, in
vases or formed in pyramids and towers, with the
bundreds of bappy faces around, ccmbined to
form a tableux vivant of rare beauty. In front
of the gallery, opposite the seat placed for 1he
guest of the evening, was 2 beautitul picture
frame made of flowers, within which
wrought with roses the pleasing words * WgL-
comk Home.” While sight and taste were thus
gratified, a rich treat for the ear was provided by
a large band of amateurs, who favoured the com-
pany by singirg at intervals a selection of Praims
and Hymns with great spirit and effect.

The banquet was presided over by James
Forman, E«q., ove of the elders of Chalmer’s
Church. Aiter a Pralm had been sung at the
request of the Chairman, the Rev. Professor

were

Lyle in an impressive manner asked a blessing.
At the close of the repast ibauks were solemnly
returned by the Rev. George Boyd. Mr. For-
man then read an address from the congregation
of Chalmer’s Church to the Rev. Jobn Hunter,
congratulating him on his restored health, and
giving him a kind welcome home. To this Mr.
Hunter returned a hearty and suitable reply.—
The remainder of the evening was spent in a
manner even more pleasing and satisfactory than
its commencement, as it aflorded an opportunity
for clergymen of different denominations who
were present to exemphiy the substantial unity
of their common Protestantism, while one dis-
tinguished layman threw a new light on the sub-
ject, by pointing out some of the aspects in which
the Puipit is regarded frcm the Pew. The Rev.
P. G. McGregor in a powerful address on the
pastoral relatio: ship gave utterance to weighty
thoughts which will not be soon forgotien : the
Rev. Mr. Sprague set forth the present aspect
of Missions with vigor and effect ; while the Hon.
W. Young gave practical evidence to an admir-
ing audience that even on a tolemn subject it
was possible to be both witty and wire. Of the
Rev. Mr. Brewster's address we wiil only say, it
was endcd all too soon ; the Rev. C Churchill
closed the list of speakers by proposing thanks
to the ladies with his accustomed felicity of dic-
tion and manner. The doxology baving been

Numerous questions relative to Chemistry were
answered in a pleasing manner by the Students, ;
proving that they bad given attention to mauy of :
the truths of this interesting and useful science. ‘
The same remark is applicable to their examina-
tion, at tbe suggestion of the Rev. Professor
Ross, of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
in Botany.

Tte Students evinced a competent knowledge
of ancient and modern History, or, at least, of
the grand periods to which the questions related.
They were then examined on the structure of
sentences, and made to analyze them, so as to
show that they understood their nature, and
grammatical construction.

The exercises were rendered varied and more
pleasing by vocal and instrumental music, prov-
ing that many of tbe Students had successfully
coltivated their vocal powers, and that the ne-
cessary and frequent use of many harsh unmusi-
cal terms of ecience, had not untuned their voices
for pleasing cadence and melody. They were
examined by their Teacher, Mr. Williams, in
the first part of the afternoon session on the
principles of musie.

A’ number of the Students in the Normal
School were employed from 9 until 11 o’clock of
fb° second day’s public examination, in teaching
in the Model School in the presence of many
spectators. Those that we beard acquitted them-
selves ereditably. At 11 o’clock, Teachers,
Students and Spectators went into the Normal
S'cbool. when after appropriate devotional exer-
cises, the Superintendent gave a lengthy, inter-
esting, and very abls Lecture, on the Normal
eystem of Teaching, and of Education, inter-
spersed with important questions to the Students
to elicit thejr knowledge of the characteristics of

the system they had been learning. The Doctor

evinced in this address, a becoming enthusiastic of Halifax

.

sung, and the benediction pronounced by the
Rev. G. Boyd, the assemblage separated amid
general expressions of delight at having spent so
pleasant as well as profitable an evening.— Com.

General Intelligence.

Colonial
Domestic-

ProvINCIAL SECRETARY'S O¥rick, Halifax
5th October, 1859 —His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant- Governor, by the advice of the Executive
Council, bas been pleased to make the following
appointments :

To be Justices of the Peace :
In the County of Cape Breton—
Patrick Cadogan, of Bridgeport.
Douvald McDougal, of Mainadieu,
In the County of Cumberland—

Charles Ward, in place of James Ward, re-
signed.

In the County of Richmond—

David Grouchy, William Levisconte, James
Ballam, Angus McLeod, Lawrence Devereux,
and Heory Fixott, M. D,, in the places of the
persons undermentioned :

Desire Boudrot, deceased; Henry Cowley, re-
moved, from the County ; Peter Campbell. In-
sane; J. Jobnston, resigned; Cornelius Piley,
and George Wincey, deceased.

In the District of Shelburne—

Thomas Grigry, Elijab Hagar, in the places of
Abiel Hagar, and James Wilson, Jun., resigned.

To be Commissioners for taking Recognizances
of Bail and Affidavits, and for relieving Insol vent
Debtors :

In the County of Richmond—Thomas Leaver,
George T. Handley

To be Health Officer for Port Hood, Inver-
Dess :

8. G. A. McKeen, M. D.

To be the Registrar of Deeds for the County

¥
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