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The Dying Soldier.

The sun bas set beyond the wintry sky—
The stars are twinkling forth—how cold and dim
They seem to shudder in the concave sky,

‘ The cross of old, Oh! beautiful and bright— | tunes recently published, of various funiliar? much of an increase in the amount of prayer Had it lasted half a minute more, all Nice
Oh! thou strong Saviour! Jesus Christ, restore | airs, as well as dances, waltzes,etc. Ibave, | for these millions? God has been encour- must have been in ruicse Several houses

My innocence once more,
! |
lTbou dost—thou posT—thy blood was shed
' for ME, i

| for instance, succeeded in getting in Jullien’s | aging to prayer.

Prima Donna Waltz, as well
others,
It has, of course, been necessary to affix |

as many‘

There bas scarcely been
such an instance in the history of the church
of his making it apparent what great things
be is ready to do E)r Zion, if only their faith

| are damaged, and our poor English Church
‘mucb shattered. The West end must be
| takendown You must not be anxious
|about me ; I am as safe here in the hands

At these dead faces — powder-stain’d and grim— | For e, foul-hearted, hardened son of earth— | to them eacred words, as yet; but the time | should prove equal to the exigency. Have ' of my Saviour as elsewhere. I cannot be

They sing my requiem hymn,

Vh thought ! what know yon burning orbs so
fair,

Of wandering dreams which madden human
clay—

Onward ye glide, above the twilight air,

While yon red pool that bath'd brave hearts
to-day

Reflects your shining ray.

How cold the wind is—how it moans along,

Through the torn drum, and shot dismounted
gun,—

Hush'd js the revel now—and bivouac song—

For many a brave there dawns no morrow’s
sun—

Hark !—+ Balaklava’s won!”

“Huzza!" 1 heard an English cheer—'tis
sweet

To hear one’s native tongue——once more—

) ¢ Huzza !”

What do they say? list—hark! they say
‘s retreat I"—

Alas! T may not cheer—the sabre sway

_ Of Russ is crush’d to-day.

1"

« Huzza!"—but I am dying—on my heart

1 feel the chill of death—where was I ?—oh,
Addressing ye pale stars ! and thus we part—
Fast from my side the purple blood-diops flow,
Pierced by a Cossack’s Llow,

Yon stars are shining on the brook which falls
Beside my tather’s mansion—far away,

In white-clif’d Albion—on the banner’d walls
My picture hangs—and oh! how oft to-day

It prompted hearts to pray.

Yes! ye are twinkling o’er my gray-hair'd sire,
Who sits to-night where I shall never be ;

And reads the Crimean news beside the fire—
And prays for his young soldier, o’er the sea—
God walts that prayer to me,

Pale watchers of the skies ! ye are the same
That glittered on my path when fyet a boy,

1 read in your vague page the roll of fame,
And wild, dim visions thrill’d my soul with joy—
Bright dreams without alloy,

Ye are unchanged—but changed is my youth’s
home— :

Where I have lived a lifetime in an hour—

When day dreams flashing like the sunlit foam

Swept o’er my spirit with a forrent’s power,

Then burst like the spray shower,

Hark ! ’tis the sound of rushing feet,
Hark ! hark ! ’tis the crash as the squadrons
meet— '

Hark ! ‘'tis the cheer of the stern hussar,
As:he strikes at the hireling hordes of the Czar,
And bathes his Blade in the tide of war,
Yon Cossack spurs his coal-black steed,
His lance bends like a broken reed—
The Crescent gleams like the moon in the sky,
While the banner-of England waves on high—
And the tricolor flutters and flaps as of yore
When stained in Marengo’s dust and gore,—
*Tis the Cross of Britain that gleams in the sun
As erst it gleamed over Ascalon,
When Richard Plantagenet fought and won—
Hark ! 'tis the peal—the artillery’s crash
The whirling smoke and the hissing flash,
The bayouet stab, and the sabre slash,
Huzza ! the plumes of Albion wave
Like snow wreaths on the air.

My. soul but wonders! I am with the dead
Not in the rush of battle—do I rave
The stars above me, and the earth my bed —

- Around me slaughtered men without a grave—

The beautiful —the brave.

Methought I led the charge and cheer’d them
on,

To what—to hew their fellow mortals down

A sworder for the freak—the vision’s gone

Hush! ’tis a dying groan—a ghastly frown

Tush ! for this world's renown |

Where am 1 ? in the stars, or on the earth 7—

Alas! I rave—for tlashes come and go,

And my brain reels with light—my father's
hearth

Did I not see my father *—~No! oh! no!—

I did but fancy so.

Well ! was not this my childhood’s dream—to
die,

With broken sabre in my red right hand,

The river air still echoing “ victory !’

And fame proclaiming through far Albion’s
land ~

The feats of my proud band ?

Alas! for human fame—how dark, how chill—
How sickening to my soul—Oh! were it mine
To win the laurell’d Ceasar's—would it thrill
My Spint once again ?—1I would resign

The bubble for some wine—

Or water—Oh ! for one pure draught again

Of the pure Thames—Oh! Father! God in
Heaven—

My spirit wanders—fever burns my brain :

Oh, God! and must I die, and unforgiven—

Lose earth as well as heaven,

My sister! did I dream of home? Ab, no!
*T was yonder trooper groping mid the dead :
How gt;r)’ is his face—how dark with woe—
Poor comrade, how that sabre-gash has bled—
Thou 'rt sped, stern brave, thou ’rt sped.

My sister! I shall never see thee more,
8oon shall I slumber by the Euxine wave,
And thou shalt read of Balaklava's gore ;

But never may’st thou see thy brother’s grave,
Amid the fallen brave.

Farewell! I may not see thee till that day

When God shall summon up earth’s sleeping
dead,

And shall I meet thee then ? 1 may—1 may,

And it may be to part—tor T have led

A sinful life, and dread.

Where shall I fly 7—the hour of death is come.

Hark! hush! who whisper’d to my shrinking
soul—

What thrills my pulses, like a muffled drum,

When throbs the morning air witb its long roll—

¢ Boldier ! would’st thou be whole ?”

Who speaks 2—Oh ! thou eternal God of light !
"T is JEaus—'t is the omUCIFIED, who bore

| Hail! King of glory—hail ! my spirit 's free— | may soon come when even these may be| we understood the language of his provi- | the first to flee, and I dare not stay one mo- |
' Oh! wondrous love !—Ob, mystic « second | ;

birth ! ” I
This is a sceptre worth ! !
Farewell, vain dreams of fame—England fare- I

well—
Farewell, my father, and my father’s home—
My sins are pardon’d me—I hear the swell,
The crash of heavenly music, o’er yon dome |
Where God’s bright angels roam, l

Oh! blessed CHRIST !—my strength was spent
for naught—

My years had flown in vain—vainly I die,

I might have told the souls that thou bast bought

| With thy dear blood, of fairer worlds on high,

| And won them to tke sky.

{ I dare not view that past—bless God ’tis gone,

{ Thou hast atoned, my Lorp, and all is well— |

' I ses the twilight glory of the dawn

! Of endless day—I come, IMMANURL—
The earth recedes—farewell !

Guysboro', Feb. 12. 1855.

From the New York Chronicic.

Church Music.

MEessrs. Epitors: You will much oblige
a subscriber and a constant reader, by pub-
lishing the accompanying thrilling remarks
on Church Music. They are well written,
and smack considerably, both as to matter
and style, of an'old book that belonged teo
father, called “ Dialogues of Devils.” 'The
importance of Congregational singing in the
public worship of Almighty God was ac-
knowledged among the Baptists, almost uni-
versally, fifty or sixty years ago; but the
signs of the times seem to indicate a strong
desire, on the part of some, to abandon the
-principles and usages of our fathers; and I
am by no means certain but that choirs and
organs, bass viols and flutes, will win the
day. Let us try to put off the EVIL DAY as
long as possible.

AN OLD-FASHIONED BapTisT PasToR.

The following letter from one of the mis-
sionaries of the Prince of Darkpess to his
master, upon the subject of Church Music,
was intercepted by some contributor to the
New York Musical Review, in which it ap-
peared :

In obedience to the commands of your In-
fernal Highness, I have the honor to report
the progress and present state of the impor-
tant enterprise committed to me, namely,
that of obtaining control of the church music
in America, and subverting it to the service
of your Highness, In performing this duty,
I am able to congratulate your Highness on
the progress which has already been made,
and the bright prospects for the future. It
has been necessary to proceed with some
caution in this work, in order to avoid, as far
as possible, alarming those righteous persons
who, acknowledging no allegiance to your
Highness,might otherwise defeat our purpose.
It affords me satisfaction to report that these
are in a state of as entire torpitude, with re-
gard to the musical portion of Church ser-
vice, as could be desired. In order to quiet
their consciences 1 have suggested to them,
that as they do not understand music, they
have no duty with regard to it; that they
must leave it to those who ‘have knowledge.
With a little caution, I believe that your
Highness has nothing to fear from them.—
They seem quite willing that you should
shape their music as you please. Indeed, a
large majority of church-goers, and even
members, seem greatly delighted with the
changes which have already been effected
by the agents of your Highness, and are dis-
posed heartily to second any future efforts.

I have the honor of reporting that the in-
troduction of opera-singers into church choirs,
desired by your Highness, has been so well
accomplished, that there is even a competi-
tion among congregations as to who shali
secure them. The secularizing of church
music has steadily progressed, with marked
effect, in furthering your Higness’ ends,—
Opera airs, dances and negro airs, have from
time to time been cautiously introduced with
impunity. It was necessary to move with
much’ circumspection at first, and according-
ly I attempted only some airs whose secular
associations were not so unmistakably on |
your Highness' side as might otherwise have
been desirable. Thus the ** Auld Lang
Syhe” was one of the first set to sacred
words for use in social religious gatherings,
and its success has been complete. Some
of those who were confirmed in their oppo-
sition to your Highness, have undoubtedly
used this air without much detriment 10 the
worship they were payng your Highness'|
great Enemy ; but it was a step in the right
wsy even with them, while with others, it
has served to revive thoughts of convivial
gatherings and other associations most favor-
able to our cause, just at a-time when it was
most important to your Highness to destroy
certain religious impressions which had been |
made. Other secular airs have from time
to time been introduced with entire success.
It is true that some stubborn foes have op-
posed a warning voice, but 1 have raised
against them the cry of *fanaticism” *illi-
berality,” etc. I have asked “if the devil
should have all the good music?” and simi-
lar questions, which have often silenced your
foes. Your Highness will, I trust, excuse
this liberty with your august name, in consi-
deration of my loyal purpose.

The introductivn of as much as possible
of your Highness’ favorite school of music,
the theatrical and its adjuncts, has not been
lost sight of. I have reported the success-
ful introduction of opera singers in the place
of the Asaphs, Hermons, and Jeduthans, as
leaders of the worship of those who have
withdrawn from the assemblies of your
Highness. The consideration of the disap-
probation with which your Enemy must re-
gard such worship, cannot fail to be a gource
of infinite satisfaction to your Highress.—
As the number of this class of public singers
is small, it is of course impossible that many
churches should be supplied with them. I
am, however, laboring in a similar work,
whose results promise to be much more ex-
tensive. This is the general introduction of
the music of the opera as church music.—
An important step in this direction as been
attained in the insertion in books of psalm-

I ing that even now the words are not very

dispensed with, and words more congenial
to your Highness’ taste be introduced.—
Meanwhile, I have the satisfaction of report-

important, from the fact that the majority of
church-goers give their chief attention to
the music. This absorbs their attention so
completely that when it is of a sufficiently
light and frivolous character, and especially
is surrounded with secular associations, your
Highness has little to apprehend from words.

In addition to this, I am happy to state
that there are some who openly advocate
music without any words at all, holding up
the idea that art is the principal object of
worship, and that perfection in art is the
great thing to which all efforts in chuarch-
music should be directed. That your Ma-
jesty will approve of this sentiment, I doubt
not, since whatever tends to dethrone Deity
must have a favorable influence on your
Highness’ cause.

The practical benefits of having the opera-
tic and dance-music and singers in the charch,
will at once occur to your Highness. Thus,
whilst the first tune is performed, a portion,
at least, of the audience will be reminded
how gracefully a favorite danseuse turned a
pirouette to that particular air the night be-
fore. In the second, they may recall how
deliciously some signor sang the same music
to its original amorous song at the opera.—

t is, however, unnecessary to expatiate, as
all this, and much more, has long since
occurred to the subtile cunning of your In-
fernal Highness.

I have the satisfaction of assuring your
Highness that I have large expectations of
what may yet be accomplished. So indif-
ferent to the whole subject of the singing
seem those usually active and watchful ene-
mies of your Highness, the clergymen, that
I apprebend you need to tear littla from
them. They may be easily quitted with a
mere sensual musical effect, so that if the
music goes smoothly, and helps to draw a
full house, they are satisfied. Beside, I
have been successful in many cases in stirr-
ing up the bitter opposition of the people
to any interference on the part of the minis-
ters on this subject ; so that for their own
security, it has become necessary in many
places for them to give up the singing exer-
cises entirely into the hands of the occupiers
of the organ-loft. Your Highness has well
remarked that if you can gain entire ascea-
dnaacy in the music-gallery, you need not be
afraid but that you can easily neutralize any
efforts against you which are made in the
pulpit. If I can now succeed in introducing
a foreign language, as the Latin or the Ita-
lian, I may then soon use the opera text;
the dresses and dances may soon follow,
rendering your success complete. It seems
almost too much to hope, but when what has
already been done is considered the idea
does not, after all, seem so preposterous.

There is one movement which is preg-
nant with danger to your Highness’ inter-
ests in respect to this enterprise, and which
I have not failed to oppose with all the cun-
ning and falsehood at my command. I al-
lude to the efforts which have recently been
made for the revival of Congregational sing-
ing. Should this style of church music
again come in vogue, there is reason to fear
your Highness’ interests will suffer severely.
If the people thémselves begin to take an
active interest, aud indeed actually to take
part in singin; the praises of God, my efforts
to keep out ibe true spirit of worship will, I
fear, be useless, for it is necessary in this
manner of singing to use only a few simple
tunes, and the exercise becomes one of ac-
tual worship, rather than a mere musical
performance. When the people take part
in the singing themselves, there is little op-
portunity for the introduction of your High-
ness’ servants from the opera, or of the at-
tractive opera and dance-music. I have,
therefore, labored actively iz opposition to
this measure. I endeavoured, first, to enlist
choirs and organists against it, by persuad-
ing them that if this style of music should
prevail, their services would be less appre-
ciated. [ have also urged, through such
mediums as I could command, that the high-
est form of art should be used in the praise
of God, and that in Congregational singing
this is impossible. I have succeeded in per-
suading some very good men to use this ar-
gument very pertinaciously, and to enlarge
upon it very extensively. I have urged
against those who are most prominent in
this movement, interested motives, and in all
other ways have endeavoured to destroy
their influence. In short, [ have left no la-
bor unperformed to prevent the success of
this measure, which I deem fraught with so
much danger, and which might prove as in-
jurious to your Highness’ purpose, as was
the universal psalm-singer at the time of the
so-called Reformation, iu the times of the
daring and reckless Luther, or at the time
of the renegades, who, fleeing your High-
ness’ authority, so effectually renounced the
world, the flesh, and your l{ighneas, on the
inhospitable shores of New England in 1620.

In a future report, I hope to have the
honor of giving a satisfactory view of instru-
mental music; for I have often found
easy to exert an important influence upo
the organist, and to induce him, in volunta-
ries and interludes, to serve your Highness
most effectually, by throwing out the most
fascinating reminiscences of pleasurable as-
semblies, most destructive to religious
thoughts and emotions. !

Assuring your Highness that I shall la-
bour unremittingly in the responsible work
committed to my care, and that I shall be
wholly devoted to your Highness’ service, I
have the honour to subscribe myself,

Your Highness’ most humble,
Loyal Servant, .
HeiGHAHRT.

Do Christians Remember China ?

China should have a large space in the
remembrance of the children of God as they
come to the mercy-seat. The Revolution in
progress in that empire is to bave a most
important bearing on the Redeemer’s king-
dom. The prevalent expectation is that, in
some way, by means of it, China is to be
speedily evangelized. But has prayer been
offered without ceasing that this greas result

may be gained? Has there been in faet

dence, or have we, on the contrary, taken it
for granted that he would earry forward this
work, even if his people should not make
known to him their requests? Some impor-
tant considerations oa this matter are con-
tained in & letter from Mr. Cummings, dated
Fuh-chau, July 1, 1854.° ¢ is with pleagure
that I have watcbed the effects of the réel-
lion upon the mind of the Christian public
at home. Its inconceivable importance in
relation to the evangelization of China seems
to be felt, and | am persuaded her spiritual
wants will not be neglected in the future as
they have been in the past. And yet do
Christians make it the occasion for earnest
prayer, as much as they ought? Do they
realize, as the exigency demands, that prayer
is 10 a great extent the only instrumentality
they can employ in the present state of
things for the good of these perishing milli-
ons; and that prayer was never likely to
effect mare glorious results in their behalf,
than in the approaching crisis? God in his
providence is shaking the old foundatjons.
In doing this he is employing an agency
which he has raised up, not in the heart of
the church, but in the heart of this heathen
empire, and he has 50 committed the work
to it, that in active efforts his people can
bave but little part in it. Ile is thus in

‘effect saying to them, * China’s redemption

I offer to you, not 8o much in return for
your means and agencies, as for your prayers.
The time for her recovery from idolatry and
sin, to the worship of the true God and to
holiness, has come. All things are now
ready. I only wait for the memorial of
your prayers to come up before me. These
I cannot dispense with ; for ¢ I will yet for
this be inquired of by the house of Israel to
do it for them.’ ”—Journal of Missions.

Earthquakes.

“ And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled : for all these things must
come to pass, but the x¥p is not yet; for nation shall
rise against nation, and kingdom agsinst kingdom, and
there shall be paninge, and PeeTILENCES, And BARTHQUAKSS
n divers places.” Mats. xxiv. 6, 7.

Among the natural phenomens connected
with the world we ‘inhabit, there are none
more strange as to their origin and progress,
and, at the same time, more astounding as
to their effects, than Earthquakes. De-
pending, as we- know they do, upon the ex-
pansive gases affected by the internal heat
of our planet, wetimes amount only
to a slight tremor of the surface of the earth,
upon a very limited scale ; but, at others, to
a violent convulsion, attended by successive
vertical, or horisontal, or rotatory vibrations,
which may extend not merely to one coun-
try, at a time, but simultaneously to an area
equal to one-twelfth of the surface of the
globe. The shock which was felt in our
city on Wednesday last, or rather the suc-
cession of shocks, for several appear to have
been recognized between four and seven
o’clock on that morning, extended from Ha-
lifax te Calais in one direction, and from
Calais to Chatham in another, visiting with
greater severity the neighborhoods ot the
Bend and Dorchester, than those in the vi-
cinity of our city. So far our immediate
telegraphic accounts bave informedtus ; but
it is very probable that it has extended much
further, and been attended with more serious
effects at some very distant point. The
mere fact that it was accompanied by the
hollow, rumbling sound that generally ac-
companies an earthquake, does not indicate
that this or the neighboring Provinces were
the points most affected by it, for this sub-
terranean noise is conveyed, not through the
air, but through the earth, at a great depth,
and often to an immense distance from the
immediate scene of its desolating work. It
has been known to extend to an area of 9,-
200 square miles, and to be heard six or
seven hundred miles or more from the point
where the principal effects have been pro-
duced. Indeed it would be difficult to define
how far upon the surface of our earth, the
indications of a catastrophe of this kind may
be indicated, by the communications of sound
below, on the tremblings of its surface above.
The earthquake which destroyed the eity of
Lisbon in 1755, was felt in the Alps, on the
coast of Sweden, in the Autilles, Antigua,
Barbadoes and Martinique, and in the
Canadian Lakes ; so that neither extent of
surface, nor intervention of mountains or
oceans can circamscribe the effects of these
alarming phenomena. For ought we know
as yet, the oscillations which shook our
dwellings on Wednesday last, may have
been only a natural telegraphic announce-
ment of some very serious visitation of some
part of the European continent. Indications
of this nature have lately excited alarm in
the ltalian States. At Turin, on the 29th
of December, two severe shocks were ex-

| perienced. At Nice, about the same period,

the etfects were more serious. The inbabi-
tants, it is said, were awakened at about three
o'clock, by * a singular sensation of hori-
zontal movement. Each house rocked gently
on its foundations, as you may have seen
young poplar trees swaying to and fro from
a strong breeze. In an instant the whole
town was on the alert. Every one rushed
out, avoiding the streets, and seeking the
gardens and fields, where many erected mar-
quees to shelter themselves from the night
air. The weather was delightful : the sky
studded with countless stars, and everything
above presenting a marked contrast with the
~~ufusion and disquietude of the population.
awon after a second shock, and then a third
increased the general terror to the utmost
point. Chimneys bad been thrown to the
ground, a long line of wall had fatlen with a

-| loud crash ; no one knew but that the town

was about to be swallowed up, and the sea
to close over the ancient Nicea of the Ro-
mans.” The Rev. W. Carus Wilson, who
was at Nice at the time, says,—* Never shall
I cease to look back oo last Friday morn, at
3 a. M., as the most awful and solemn mo-
ment of my life. | was suddenly aroused
from my sleep, by the most unearthly noises
and motions. It was not thunder above, or
a hurricane of wind, but like the movement
of a roaring steam engine in the cellars,
causing the walls to shake from the founda-
tions to the roof, the walls bending like
paper, bells ringing, glasses smashed to

ieces, dogs yelling, natives running out of
fboirhmudqing to the Virgin. . . .

\

| ment, if I was only here for pleasure, and
i'not as a protestor against Popery, and doing
{all T can to pull Christ's chosen one’s out of
Babylon.”

Gospel above, our Divine Master enumer-
| ates wars,. famines, pestilences, and EARTH-
QUAKES in divers places, as among the pre-
cursors of his coming ; and such we know

of his coming to destroy Jerusalem, and dis-
perse the Jewish people, Josephus mentions
the wars and rumours of wars that actually
did precede that event, and Eusebius, with

as to the occurrence, in divers places,
* famines, pestilences, and earthquakes.”
Now as the destruction of Jerusalem is ad-
mitted to have been, and to have been de-
signed, in the prophetic account of it, to be
a type of Christ’s final advent to judge the
world, or to establish his universal kingdom
on earth, by putting down opposing powers,
we niay look, in these latter times, for the
recurrence on a still wider scale, of such
events. War, pestilence, and famines have
already established their claim upon our at-
tention. It remains to be seen whether other
events will follow upon the same expanded
scale, and thus concur with the converging
lines of prophecy to point out a crisis of sur-
passing iaterest as near at band. We do
not assert that passing events, at the present
moment, are the signs in question ; much
less do we maintain that the earthquakes to
which we have alluded are to be numbered
amongst them. We koow how strong the
tendency is, in every age, to discover in its
own history, the immediate precursors of the
second advent ; but, at the same time, we
believe that a season will come, and that
prophecy sufficiently indicates that it will
be at no very distant period, when both
natural and political convulsions will indi-
cate the introduction of a new order of things,
in which the holy principles of a real chris-
tianity will pervade and effectually influence
all nations. With the Bible open before us,
we cannot forget that the earthquake has
been employed by the Sovereign of the
world, to indicate his presence,® to vindi-
cate the truth of his religion, and to punish
the opposers of his authority ; } nor can we
fail to recognize the fact, that under the
pouring out of the 7th vial, which, perhaps,
at this very moment, is taking place, the
judgments of the Almighty upon * Babylon
the great,” are to be attended by “ a great
earthquake, such as was not since men were
upon the earth, so mighty sn earthquake
and so great.”§ Whether the term earth-
quake here is to be understood in its literal
or figurative sense, or dotA, we do not under-
take to determine : there are able expositors
who advocate each of these views : but it is
somewhat strange that one of the Popes of
Rome, and certainly the very best of them,
if Pope he is to be deemed, even no less a
personage than “ Gregory the Great,” has
expressed his belief in the tradition that
Rome is to be destroyed, not by the Gentiles,
but by tempests, thunderbolts, and earth-
quakes. * Roma a Gentilibus non extermi-
nabitur ; sed tempestatibus, coruscis turbi-
nibus, ac terr@ motu, in se marcescet.”—
Church Witness. .

® Exodus xix. 18 ; 1 Kings xiz. 11.
t Matt. xxvii. b4 ; Acts xvi. 26.

$ Numbers xvi 30 ; Isaiah xxix. 6.
§ Revelation xvi. 18.

Dancing.

Dancing seems to have become a great
business of late. In New York, I perceive,
they dance for the poor. Ball dresses, and
carriage hire, and the fiddler’s bills, and re-
freshments, &c., must, indeed, leave but a
small per centage on the whole outlay for
the poor. Still a few shillings may be
scraped together for them in this way ; and
the pleasure of dancing for it will make it
peculiarly delightful to bestow the benefac-
tion. Some years ago, I knew a case in
which a Society, having an organ in their
church, danced to pay for it,—to pay the
balance of the bill,--and, I believe, to obtain
some other fixtures for their place of- wor-
ship. They had a grand time of it; and
the pleasure of dancing tor these articles, it
may be presumed, made the articles them-
gelves of double value in their esteem.—
Recently, I see it stated, a certain village,
some distance out from Boston, have been
dancing to adorn their cemetery. A few
years ago a young lady died in a ball-room.
Before she could be removed, "her mother,
rushing in, exclaimed, “Oh! that she should
have died in such a place as this!” In the
case now mentioned, death and the ball-
room seem in loving amity. Whether
mourners, who had recently buried friends,
joined in the mazy movements, is not stated.
Whether those still *“ in weeds,” could dance
to erect stones over the dust of their depart-
ed ones, or to lay out avenues, or construct
winding walks among their graves, may be
left to conjecture. In another place, 1 have
more recently heard of a ball for the benefit
of a young man who is sick. He is, I un-
derstand, in consomption ; and some who
felt pity for him, and for his young wife and
one or two children, determined to have a
dance in his behalf. The ball has just come
off: with what results for the poor sufferer
I do not know. If things go on at the rate
they seem proceeding, we shall by and by
dance to buy a poor man a shroud, and a
coffin, and pay his funeral expenses; or to
help him through, when his wife and chil-
dren die, and leave doctor’s and sexton’s
bills upon his hands. I beg that I may not
be thought wanting in sympathy for the
suffering or the poor, or cynical towards
those who would have becoming fixtures in
their churches, or becoming arrangements
in their cemeteries. But it does seem a
little incongruous that 'dancing should be
resorted to as a means of accomplishing
these objects. The lovers of this amuse-
ment may insist that ¢there is a time to
dance;” and there are objects, it may be
thought to follow, for which we may dance.
All this, however, implies that there are
times which are not times to dance, and ob-
jects for which dancing is mo¢ appropriate.
There is 8 beecomingness in certain things,
and an unbecomingness in eeriain things, a

_du.ngudwwhichhmtotho

In the passage quoted from St. Matthew's

were, in point of fact, among the antecedents |

several profane historians, is equally explicit, |

bighest taste and refinement, inteilizenc
and virtue of any community. [f the thinzs
above adverted to should pievail and become

common, it may well be anxiously inquired,

what will be the result on the moral sen=e
and moral discrimination of the fair New
England name, now so prominent in exccl-
lence ? If the poor are suffering, take caie
of them on the ground of duty to the poor,
and have the reward of the poor man’s bene-
factor If a good object is to be accomplish-
ed, accomplish it on priociples, and in a
manner consonant with its goodness. This
always elevates. This always tewice blesses:
Firat, him that does the good; then, him
that receives it.— Puritan Recorder.

From Correspondence of the Watchman
|

| The Aborigines of Victoria.

Loddon Aboriginal Establishment, Victoria,
August, 1854.

GENTLEXEN,—In my last communication

|

of /[ promised that on some futare occasion I

!would transmit to you some information
| respecting the original inbabitants of this
| now much-famed colony. The letters and
| documents, both official and private, which
have recently poured in upon England from
| this quarter, haye abounded so much in sta-
| tistical and commercial detail, and have been
| pervaded by such a vein of gold.—that it
may perhaps furnish relief to some of our
readers for a while to contemplate our =oil
under another aspect. It may also have a
tendency to resuscitate in some hearts feel-
ings of Christian benevolence, there being
too much reason to fear, that, from obvious
causes, the very existence of Victoria's
Aborigines is practically ignored by many
in their sympathies and their prayers.
Prevented, by the chastening rod of Heaven,
from continuing to labour in the regular
ministry, I sought, within a more confined
sphere, to consecrate mv energies on the
Missionary altar, and for the last two years
I have been quietly settled down among the
natives in the “ bush” of Australia,—occa-
sionally eating, drinking, and sleeping alone
amid  scores of these hapless creatures,
preaching to them of Jesus and the resur-
rection,—but for the most part located, and
having under my care a number of inter-
esting native children.

Circumstances seem to favour the suppo-
sition that the Aborigines ot Victoria possess
a Malayan origin. They invariably point
to the north as the source of their traditions.
Their complexion is dark, though not black
—being in general several shades lighter
than that of the West lndian negro. Their
personal appearance, though far from being
attractive, is by no means so repulsive as
Europeans frequently imagine,—their fea-
tures being occasionally well formed, and
even good-looking. Inthis respect they are
in advance of those of my native isle, (Van
Diemen’s Land.) Before the whites came a-
mong them,their clothing consisted of a single
rug, made from the skins of the * Opossum,”
and thrown loosely around them. The rug
is now commonly exchanged for the blanket.
the European costume. Indeed, so rapid,
civilization, that I have seen females out-
doing their more contented white sisters, by
wearing three dresses at a time, with a pro-
portionate number of under-garments ; all
tashionably adjusted,—except when the in-
nermost garment is, by mistake, placed out-
side,—and presenting as formidable an ap-
pearance as any English duchess. In their
babits they are, as is well known, exceed-
ingly migratory. They are incessantly rov-
ing from place to place—living, as they for-
merly did, on roots, fish, gum, grubs, and
small wild animals, &c.,—or else working,
for the time being, for their “ rations.” 'Lhis
strangely erratic disposition presents one ol
the most formidable barriers to their civili-
zation. They are divided into several dis-
tinct tribes, each possessing its own peculiar
language, and recognizing a * head” or
“chief.” Between these tribes there exists
the strongest possible jealousy. [ence, at
one time they were constantly engaged in
sanguinary conflicts, which tended rapidly to
diminish their nambers. This daring chi-
valrous spirit is at present but scldom

panic among them, as if some venomous
reptile had suddenly made its appearance.
Some of the superstitious customs of these
people are of a truly alarming nature, while
others savour more of the amusing.

I will refer to one which has proved the
most disastrous in its consequences. It
shall be given in the words of an indivi-
dual well acquainted with the native cha-
racter.* The native, in his original state
seems never to have thought it possible. that
death could occur from natural causes, ex-
cept, perhaps, in extreme old age. 1f his
relative died, it could only be by occult
hostile .influences, brought to bear by the
charms and incantations of his enemies.
The deadly influence or messenger came
from the ground, sent by the dread destroy-
er, whom they secretly fear and sometimes
worship. Directly the breath is out of the
body, they set to work to ascertain the an-
thors of the evil. The body is laid out,
and the ground carefully swept arouad it ;
two male relatives then dig a trench of an
elliptical form round the body, and carefully
examine the ground till they come to a
perforation in the earth. This they are
almost sure to find from the numerous in-
sects which live in the earth, or burrow in
the ground to deposit their chrysalides.—
Their directions and bearings are carefully
examined, and soon the tribe is fixed upon
who are supposed to have put this deadly
witchcraft in practice. Revenge becomes
then a sacred duty, and it is blindly and
cruelly sought.
male relations, go out, and treacherously
watch an opportunity of slaying some mem-

bers of the supposed hostile tribe, whe no |

sooner falls a victim, than his kidney fat is
torn from his reeking body, and the revenge
is complete. Then would follow reprisals.

barbarous custom has become nearly obso-
lete. The interment of a native youth on
an adjoining station took place recently
ander the following novel circumstances.

bollow tree of suitable dimensions, and de-
nuded of everything but its trunk, was first
sought for. The body, wrapped in a blanket,

—

® The extrast is taken from an excellent lecture recent-

ly delivered in Meibourne by E. T. Parker, Bsq., M. L.C.,

erly Prometor of the Aborigines, and one ot our

mest aceeptable Loeal Preaehers. The may be
obtained fyom Nisbet and Co. Londen.

Many of the natives, however, have assumed |

in certain instances, has been the march of |

evinced, though even now the presence of |
a strange or unknown native creates quite a |

The avengers, usually the |

I am exceedingly happy to state that this |

was then copveved by a native to the top of

red to the bot-

Lark were vext

the tree, and gradually lov
! Several large sheet

ced on the tup tor sect The grourid
mmediately around the base of the trunk
Hy swopt, and every
blade of grass subsequ ntly l\:{.;."\!(‘\l a3 an
When, how-
a conveuient
the
buried in

was sfterwards caretu

mnovator on the
ever, a death may ou
distance from the
body is brought to it, aud
the aboriginal cemetry.  Ca sm under
a modified form once charactsrised the abo-
Polygamy and infanticide abound
to a much more feartul extent.  Both still
prevail, but not as formerly. At first all
. half caste children were immediately destroy-
|ed. Now numbers are prescrved. Their
I religious notions appear originally to have
i been very few and very vague. * There
{ were, certainly,” says Mr. Parker, ¢ some
rior and bo-

himent,”

riZines.

{ traditions among them of a suj
nevolent Being ; but they seemed to have
no idea of Ilis being the creator and pre-
server of all things.” They possessed also
a distinet beliet in the of their
spirits alter death, and in the transmigration
of souls.  Their religious knowledge 1s ngw
of course, more truthful, though, in the m;ju,
exceedingly circamsceribed.

I wish [ could state that the general im-
| provement in the social and moral condition
{of the nafives was at present marked and
{decided. The masses are still deeply de-

graded. It is, too, a painful and humiliating
| fact that their association with Furopeans
[ should, in so many instances, have proved
highly detrimental.  Drunkenness is com-
mitting its ravages among them, and many
a poor woman daily falls a prey to the sen-
sual lusts of the prowling whites.  Oh, Eng-
| land, Kagland, the land of the free, and the
hope of universal man, close beside that
{ stream of truth which flows from thee as
| from a fountain to the ends of the carth, there
{also runs a stream of iniquity, dark and
| deep—equally ubiquitous in its windings,
| and pouring torth its waters, like destructive
| lava, wherever Eden might else seem again
| to bloom. Doubtless much greater benefits
{ might have accrued to the natives, liad the
excrtions made on their behalf—especially
1’ on the part of the colonigl government, been
{ at all commensurate with their claims and
f their wants.  Oa this point, however, [ will
| not enlarge, ns I have had occasion again
|and again to bring this subject before the
{ colonial papers, and as also, in reference to
J the complaints, which the writer in common
| with others felt himsell impelled to make, by
| way of stimulating the Government to in-
| creased activity, too many are already dis-
| posed to say :—

l Tantene animis cmlestibus irm '

T would not, however, intimate that no
visible fruit has resulted from past efforts.
I rejoice in many pleasing indications, I

| cannot epeak particularly as to the condition
of the natives in that district of the colony
| in eonnection with whom our Missionary,
the Rev. Mr. Tuckville, laboured for several
years. At a coosiderable distance inland,
there are employed two or three Moravian
Missionaries,—supported chiefly by volun-
tary contributions ; but, until very recently,
[ am told, their time has been mainly occu-
pied in acquiring a knowledge of the native
tongue. The Aboriginal Establishment,
with which I am myself identified, is the
only one at present existingz under the im-
mediate auspices of the Government, and
where special provision is mads for the
natives. About two miles from the Instita-
tion, there are several marricd young men
located on their own farms, who cultivate
the soil with a laudable industry, and pos-
sexs all the comforts of social life. A few
days since, I was much delighted to hear, in
reference to one of these young men, that
for some time he has been in the habit of
regularly celebrating family prayer, his hut
being then filled with other natives who
embraced the opportunity of attending.—
ILaving read a portion of Scripture, he raises
a tune to one of our well.known hymns,
and concludes with prayer. This estimabla
young man was, for a considerable period,
| one of my pupils. Although possessing an
| intellect naturally dull, he managed =oon to
Ioutstrip several others, by Lis uncommon
| thirst for knowledge and indefatigable per-
severance. I may farther add, that Tommy
| was duly married a short time since, at the
establishment, to a native girl, who fiad also
| been under my care,—the interesting cere-
| mony having been p-'rﬁrrm'-d hy the Rev.
Mr. Wells, stationed at “ Forest Creek.”
| In directing my attention more cspecially
to the education of native children, I soon
| discovered that I possessed mental material
{ of an order <uperior to what I had expected.
| As might be supposed, a somewhat abundant
| supply of patience and perseverance is an
I indispensable requisite in one who superin-
| tends such a department; but the general
progress of the boys has been uite ratisfac-
| tory. [ would not place them on a par with
[the intelligent New Zealander, but they
| certainly are not that dull, stupid, brainle-s
set of beings they are often repr wented to
'be. [ have a few sharp, clever boys, who
would easily put to the blush many an Eng-
| lish schoolboy that | have known. The in-
tellect of the half-caste is of a still higher
grade. Owing to the previous vicions train-
ing they receive whilst with their parents,
it is a more ditlienlt matter to convey effec-
lm“”y moral instructionsto the heart.  Bat
even in this re<pect [ have reason to ¢ thunk
| God and take courage,” as children they
| possess many good qualities. I Lave never
| found them addicted either to stesting, lying,
[ or fighting. To swearing, Luwever, and to
| other still baser crimes, the propensity is
{great. They are kiudly disposed towards
icu('h other, and are strongly attached to
| those who exhibit a real interest in their
welfare.  All the children | have met with
evince a considerable aptitude for singing.
| How often was my heart thrilled with joy
at our evening devotions, and after the Bible
‘ has been closed, to hear them simultaneously
| starting, * FFrom Greenland’s icy mountain,”
tor * From Egypt lately come, &c.”
i I shall not soon forget the impression
which this youthful singing on one occasion
| made on my mind, and also on the minds of
many natives. I was camped for the time
lin the midst of some hundred sad fifty of
these- people. Standing arowad a large
{ blazing fire, with the stars shining brightly
| above us, some boys that I hal taken with
| me, suddenly raised one of their fevourfte
tunes, causing the surrounding hills and
dales to re-echo with the praises of God.. It
is my own opinion that, however strenuous
may be the efforts made in bebalf of the

existence
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