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FROM THE REV. THOMAS JACKSON.
Lbndon, July 31, 1871.

My dear Mr. President,—1 beg to acknowl
edge, with feelings of lively gratitude, the very
kind letter which I have just received from the
Conference, expressing regret at my absence,
respect for me personally, and sympatby with
me under the infirmities of old age; for it is
pleasant to be remembered by those whom we
have long estecemed and loved. It is true that
for some fifty yearsI was aregular attendant
at the Conference, and took a lively interest n
the whole of its proceedings ; that the infirmi-
ties of age press so heavily upon me that I
durst not undertake a journey to Manchester;
and that if I were there, I could not attend the
sittings of the Conference with regularity, nor
hear much of what is said in that assembly. I
bave felt it my duty, therefore, to remain at
home ; but while sitting in my quiet siudy, my
beart is daily in the Oldbam-street Chapel, and
my prayers are offered to God, beseeching him
to sanctify jour intercourse with each other,
and direct all your proceedings. No sight in
this world would be to me so gratifying as the
sight of the Conference ; yet I murmur not. I
have had my day; and God's will be done!
Yet Methodism is dear to my heart, for it is
just seventy years this month since I found
peace with God in a Methodist prayer-meet-
ing, and sixty-seven years since I received my
first appointment to a Methodist circuit. O
what have 1 seen, and what bas my heart felt,
in connection with this good cause during this
ldng period, in which bave been comprehended
times of severe trial and times of great pros-
perity, when ten or even twenty thousand per-
sons have in one year been added to cur so-
cieties.

Will the Conference excuse me if I say that
the present state of the Connexion perplexes
and troubles me. If I rightly uaderstand the
facts of the case, we aie at present in a new
position. Our lay friends have attended the
Conference Committees in an admirable spirit,
not calling tor organic changes in our institu-
tions, but tendering their advice in the kindest
spirit, and presenting their contributions with
unwonted liberality ; the societies are in a state
of profound peace ; we bave chapels of larger
size and in greater number than at any former
period ; we have a greater number of preachers,
both travelling and local, than we ever had
before ; there is a greater amount of scholar-
ship in our-pulpits than there ever was before;
we have regularly organised tract societies in
every part ot the kingdom; and have some
Lalf a million of-children in our Sunday and
day-schools ; and yet for some years we have
done little more than retain our bold of the
societies; and the last year our number has
decreased! For this sad fact there must be a
cause. Whatis it?

1 think that the entire history of Methodism
will go to prove that in exact proportion” as
spiritual religion has prevailed among our
people, they have set a high value upon the
class-meeting ; and as they have become luke-
warm, and worldly in their spirit, they have
become irregular in their atttendance, and bave
shunned direct religious intercourse with theis
I regard it as an established fact,
that indifference to the class-meeting is a sure
sign of religious declension. Inall real re-
vivals of religion the converts flcck to the
class-meeting like doves to their windows.
People must be awakened and converted or
they will never mecet in class with anything
like regularity.

What then is the grand instrument of con-
version? The answer is,—It is effective
preaching. There is a direct connexion be-
tween the pulpit and the class-room. If then
the people come unconverted, to hear us preach;
they remain unconverted, and if one after
another, they drop into eternity without any
signs of a preparation for heaven; this, I fear,
is an indication that our preaching is not what
it ought to be. We explain and explain what
everybody understands; we prove and prove
what nobody doubts; and we do not reach the
It cannot be said
of us as it was said to wrestling Jacob, ** Thou
hast bad power with God and with man, and
hast prevailed.”

A volume of Methodist biograpby bas just
appeared, which is entitled to more than ordin-
attention. It is the Life of Joseph \Wood, by
our esteemed friend Henry Williams. To a
great extent Mr. Wood was a model Metho-
dist preacher; abard and successful student of
the Bible, an able and impressive preacher,
and an example of pastoral visitation, com-
manding the love ot children, and speaking
kindly to scrvant men and womer on the sub-
ject of salvation. His path through lite was a
path of glory. When I read his life T was
humbled that I bad not done more to promote
the cause of Christ. I wish the record of his
spirit and labours were in the bhands of all his
brethren.

In the prospect of a Lloody war I suggested
to the Conference the propriety of recommend-
ing in our circuit towns weekly meetings of in-
tercession, such as were common in the early
periods of Methodism. Though the matter did
not then command atten’ion, I will repeat the
suggestion at present. Iniquity abounds;
the love of many waxes cold; preaching ito a
considerable extent it unsuccessful; we are
threatened also with the cholera, and to what
extent its ravages, should it appear Jamong us,
will produce lamentation and mourning, and
woe, who can tell? In this emergency, O Lord,
to whom shall we go but unto Thee?

If anything in this hasty letter should be felt
to be offensive to anyone, I trust it will be for-
given. Above all things, my desire is the re-
ligious prosperity of the Connexion.

With unfeigned love to all the brethren, I am
my dear Mr. President, yours ever most sin-
cerely,

consciences of our hearers.

Tinomas Jacksox.
The Rev. the President.
The tollowing is a copy of the letter sent by
the Rev. Mr. Dixon.
FROM THE LEV. DR. DIXON.

Bradtord, July 29, 1871.

My dear Brethren, the President and Secre-
tary of the Conference—I thank you and the
Conference for the aflectionate and hearty ex-
pressions ot sympathy and love contained ia
your letter Your appreciation of my poor
services is far too exalted. 1hope I have been
since/re in the matter you refer to, but especial-
ly on the question of Popery, I am still as
confounded as ever. That Protestant England
should become Popish is a fearful considera-
tion, and yet its growth in our country ap-
pears so obvious and rapid that I am afraid the
Man of Sin will again have possession of our
country.

The Methodist body has a very important
duty in this respect, and ought, as I think, to
do its best to prevent so deadly an evil.

Although I am somectimes rather depressed
in spirit, I gather conselation from reflecting
on the position now occupied by Methodism.

The field we partially occupy is next to wuni-
versal—namely, the United States, Canada,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland, the West Indian I4-
lands ; and in Europe we are in France, Switz-
erland, Germany, Italy and in Spain, whilst we

' feated the calculations of the craftiest of

partially occupy the Western Coast of Africa,
the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, and India,
China, Australia, Fiji, and many other islands
of the Pacific.

In my solicitude I often go over these places
with very great interest and encouragement.
From onr commencement Methodism bhas ra-
ther been a creation thana reformation. Mr.
Wesley neither put himself to reform the
Church and State, but beginnig with the low-
est of the population, be sought to createa
Christian Society out which all the rest had
arisen. He seems to I ave made the Conference
a central power of this creation, and of which
youin your present session have arisen, aud
with you now rests the duty of carrying on this
great creative work. I doubt not but it will
still go on. Let us recollect that at first this
work was purely spiritual, that when Mr. Wes-
ley and John Nelson lay upon the floor with
their saddle-bags for a pillow, they possessed

of God in their hearts. Strive, my Jear breth-
ren, to keep the spiritual uppermost and fore-
most,but I see in all Church history that though
the spiritual was always the originating pow-
er, it invariably ended in the ecclesiastical pow-
er that ecclesiastical power in its turn crushing
the spiritual power. l
1 trust that this will never be the case with
us. Praying, my brethren, that the Holy Spir-
it may richly rest upon you, and that your de-
cisions may all tend to the glory of God, 1
am, your affectionate but uaworthy brother,
James Dixox.

To the President and Secretary of the Wesley-
an Conference
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How wonderfully different in the charae-
ter of its events is the summer now hasten-
ing to a close from that of last year. The
chief summer months of last year witnessed
events of the most startling interest. First
during that period the world listened with
breathless attention to the story of the quar-
rel between the Governments of France and
North Germany respecting the Hohenzol-
lern candidate for the crown of Spain.
Then came in hot haste the reckless declara-
tion of war against P russia and the promul-
gation of the Infallibility dogma from
France. lnstaotly almost there followed
that grand uprising around the House of
Brandenburg of all Germany, which sur-
prised many wise people, and utterly de-

Imperial French statesmen. Soon after
¢ here eame tidings of the fall of the Papal
power at Rome. On the great theatre of con-
flict for a time, there was the silence of pre-
paration ; and men listened from afar in ner-
vous dread day by day for the fir:t sound of
the clash of arms between the terrible com-
batants. Alas it was heard all too soon.
In the first days of August the curtain was
rolled up, and the pitiful heavens saw the
beginning of such a spectacle as has rarely
affrighted and afflicted mauvkind. There
was the combat of Weissenbourg, the slaugh-
ter of Woerth and Forlach, the awful car-
nage of the three days counflict around Metz,
in which from first to last full half a million
of men, armed with the most deadly wea-
pons of slaughter, stood up in mortal strife.
What surprising events soon followed the
caging of Bazaine and his forces—the sur-
rounding of McMahon and his troops—the
capitulation of a great army—the capture
of an Emperor and the subversion of an
Empire. Never before had such a series
of events been crowded within the short
space of fifty days as last year filled the
world with wonder from the middle of July
to the close of the first week in September.
and those events are likely to prove as en-
during and wide-spread in their effects as
they were surprising in their character.
The interest with which thoughtful men
watched the rapid development of those as-
tonishing events was enhanced by the be-
lief that the area of strife was likely to be
ere long immeasurably widened. It seem-
ed probable that before the contest should
be brought to a close between the two great
but ill-matched combatants, almost every
nation of the civilized world would be drawn
into it on one side or the other. Sagacious
people could scarcely conceive the possibil-
ity of England, Russia, Austria, and per-
haps Italy preserving a strict neutrality
during the entire conflict ; and sensible men
would not have been surprised if the other
powers of the civilized world had by some
meaus or other also been drawn within the
sweep of the destructive vortex that was
threateniag to engulph the interests of many
peoples. Happily in the good providence
of God, the wisdom and energy of the
Gladstone Government were reudered in-
strumental in saving modern civilization
from the awful calamity of a general war.
With one exception, that of the subjuga-
tion of the Paris Commune in the early part
of the season, how tame in comparison
with the chief occurrences of last summer
have been the principal events of this one.
In France since the collapse of the Com-
mune, the chief event has been the grand
national subscription to the loan called for
by the Theirs Goverment to pay the first
instalment of the indemnity promised to
Germany. Very creditable indeed to the
patriotism of the French people was that no-
ble effort of theirs. In Germany nothing
of importance has transpired, unless we
consider the development of the Dollinger
movement among the German Catholics in
opposition to the infallibilty dogma, and the
apparent breakiog of Bismare with the Ger-
man Ultramontanists is eutitled to be re-
garded as important. The chief efforts of
the German leaders seem to have been di-
rected to the peaceful but effective consoli-
dation of the power and interests of the new
Tentonic Empire ; and these efforts appear
to have proved thus far largely successful.
In Austria nothing of unusual note has oc-
curred, but a wise and gratifying disposition
to cultivate a good understanding with
Germany has been displayed. Russia has
not given more than common alarm to other
Powers, and they have had a domestic con-
spiracy to deal with there. Italy has been
trying to provide for the independence of
the Pope while establishing its capital at

nothing but the Bible}in their hands and the love |’

chronic play of its factions to the gaze of
the new king. The Grand Turk has pot

been packing hi _bag for an early de-
parture from “Ople and Europe.
England has passed through a period of po-
litical disquiet, relieved however by the sa-
tisfaction felt at the thought of the settle-
ment of the Alabama difficulty substantially
affected by the Washington treaty. Dublin
has bad a riot, so has New York, and the
Dominion has enjoyed peace, and rejoices
in a generally good harvest.

Some tragedies there have been on a lar-
ger or lesser scale both by land and sea.
Baut the world is fortunate in that the sum-
mer of 1871 hasproved to be one of the
least eventful ones of that world’s strangely
cheqered history. J. R. N.

BOAT-RACING.

The secular Press has been recently very
generally occupied, and the public mind not
a little excited with the circumstances of
Boat-racing both in St. John/and this city.
What real advantage may have accompani-
ed the enthusiasm of these occasions we have
been unable to perceive. The cultivation of
a certain kind of skill and endurance is said
to be the principal object ; to induce among
our young men a love of athletic exercises,
which provoke innocent emulation, as well
as to qualify them for maritime life—these
are said to be_the intentions of Boat-racing.

Viewed as a national sport, or a mode of
physical training, it must now be very ap-
parent that we are paying too dearly for ad-
vantages, which, at best, are only seconda-
ry. It is certain that one life has been sa-
crificed to the ambition of the hour. The
very highest term by which the death of
Renforth can be designated, is self-immola-
tion. We hesitate to give it the name which
we think it deserves lest our intention in
writing this article might be frustrated by a
charge of heartlessuess. Our usual quiet
has also been disturbed by the introduction
amongst us of many characters whose only
object was to exercise their craft at the ex-
pense of ionocent persons. The mania of
betting has been beyond anything ever
dreamad of in our Provinces, extending in
some instances it is said to the extreme of
having property mortgaged that more might
be obtained for the wild venture. Hun-
dreds have been irritated beyond degree by
their losses; it may well be feared that
some are financially ruined through the

results of those sporting days.

The Government of this Province, not sat-
isfied with contributing largely from the
peoples’ money to the interests ot the races,
has encouraged the dissipation attendant
upon such seasons by lending itself to a ho-
liday, among all the clerks and officers who
occupy places in the city.

The interests of morality and religion de-
mand the most faithful expression from
Press and Pulpit, cow that the public mind
has had time to cool. If these hesitate,
where shall we find the necessary restraints
for excesses which, if they should become
as they threaten to do,an annual occurence,
will certainly involve us in additional cal-
amity? Apartfrom the direct judgements
of God, there is misery attendant upon all
enterprises which go beyond proper bounds ;
and i1 the modern modes of conducting
horse racing and boat racing, it is not dif-
ficult to foresee that, with general encour-
agement, they will disturb and vitiate the
place and morals of our fair provinces.

METIS.

Dear Mg. Eprtor,—This word has
rarely, if ever before, appeared in your
journal. To many of your readers it is un-
known ; a brief explanation, therefore, may
not be unwelcome.

Metis, (pron metteese) in Manitoba ile-
notes ** half-breed,” the offspring of one
Indian aond one Kuropean pareut. Here
the word has several applications, the pri-
mary of which is to a river that enters the
St. Lawrence, at about the centre of the
county of Rimouski, 205 miles below the
city of Quebec. The Metis is not naviga-
ble, it is rapid, about fifty yards wide near
its mouth, where it is crossed by a wooden
bridge, of great elevation above the stream.
About three miles up its course it falls sheer
over a ledge of rocks, perhaps 30 feet high,
making thus a good instance of the charac-
teristic landscapes of our country.

From the river, as may be supposed, a
seigniory which lies on its right or eastern
bank took its name, ¢ The Seigniory of
Metis.” Seignioral rights in the province
of Quebec were greatly modified by the
local legislature some years ago. Hence
the Seignior of Canada is no longer the
aristocrat of earlier times.

Near the mouth of the river, the banks of
which are there very high, are two stores,
a post office, a smithery, an Inn. To these
there has lately been added a telegraph
office. This village is called, * Grand Me-
tis.” With scarcely an exception the vil-
lagers are French Canadians. About nine
miles to the eastward, on the shore of the
St. Lawrence, is another post office, known
as ** Little Metis.” This now appears
strange, as it stands in the township of
McNider, but it was named before -the
township was surveyed. The post master
is a farmer, and a Methodist. His house
stauds alone. He has hitherto sought in
vain to have the name of the office changed.
It is an inconvenience that there should be
two post offices named Metis within ten
miles, as some in addressing letters, do not
always remember, and others do not know
of the difference between the ** Grand,” and
the * Little Metis.” Thus it appears to
have come to pass, that the shore of the
St. Lawrence for several leagues, is known
by this name ; just as Miramichi, is a popu-
lous, and well known lumbering district,
in New Brnoswick, so Metis is a smaller,
less peopled, and farming neighbourhood
in the province of Quebec.

The land is chiefly clay, and by intelli-
gent culture in good seasons produces re-
munerative crops. The summer of 1870,
was exceptionally dry and hot. Hence the
grain and hay were almost valueless. The
present season has been moist, and other-
wise favourable. The crops are very fine,
and the prospect of an abundant harvest is
more cheering than for several years. The
river here is more than thirty miles across.
On clear days the old Laurent@n range of
hills in the rear of the northern shore is
distinctly visible, and seems to speak to the
scientific eye most impressively of succces-
sions of animated nature through milleni-
ums anterior to the navigation of the broad
and placid waters over which they keep
their silent and perpetual watch.

Metis has lately become a summer resort
of people from the cities. It is easily reached
by either of the boats of the Quebec and
Gulf Ports Steam Ship Co., but as there is
no wharf, the landing is sometimes dis-
agreeable. There is a public Ilall and a
large boarding house.- Private families
also accommodate visitors. One Moutreal
merchant has here a farm, and couutry
house, to which he brings his family every
summer. Arrived in the place, strangers

Rome. Spain has been exhibiting the

may be well entertained, and they caunnot

R —

SRS - =

S —

fail to find the air invigorating, and much
cooler than in places remote from the sea.

The Intcrcolonial Rail Road will come
within four miles of this place. The work
is progressing rapidly, the expenditure on
the section being more than $30,000 per
month. The work is heavy in this vicinity
owing to the depth snd width of a valley
which the road must cross. The line is
very sinuous, and will be cut through forty
feet of rock in one place, and laid on high
embankments in other places. When the
road shall be completed Metis will be more
easy of access, and then a large increase to
its summer population may be surely ex-
pected. One recommendation of it for
those who go to the sea side is, that within
a distance of four miles, there is a Presby-
terian Church, and a Methodist Church,
with a resident minister to each. The
writer is acquainted only with the latter.
The Rev. Henry Irvine, is the present
minister of the * Metis” station, who, with
his excellent wife, make themselves very
agreeable equally to the residents aud the
visitors. Three public services are held
every week. During this season Mr. Ir-
vine has been aided by a supernumerary
minister, who as many others, is in Metis
for his health’s sake. The services on the
sabbath are well attended. Visitors, to
whom Mrs. Irvine lends her melodion,
meet weckly to practise as a choir. Our
hymns are thus sung more attractively than
in the winter, and the congregations are
increased. The church is unfinished. A
railway contractor has lately erected a
large pew to which he brings his family
with exemplary constancy. He has also
put np a suitable desk, much to the comfort
of Mr. Irvine. A class is regularly met
after the preaching on Sabbath forenoon.
The Sabbath school comprises sixty schol-
ars, many of them being young men.
These and others are tanght by lady visi-
tors, so that the interest of the small Metho-
dist Church is promoted by their piety and
accomplishments.

Except ** Gaspe,” the most easterly cir-
cuit of the Canada Conference is ** Metis,”
which has been worked well in the five
years since it was occupied. This will ap-
pear from the returns published in the mia-
utes of Conference. The number of mem-
bers is 26, on trial 5. The contribution to
the Church Relief Fund was $4.98, Contin-
gent Fund $4.23, College Fund 83.34,
Supernumerary Fund, $7.22 To the Mis-
sion Fund, the contribution was no doubt
proportional, but it is not published in the
minutes. The report of the Missionary
Society is not at haund, the amount there-
fore cannot here be given.

The English speaking residents are a
small minority. The Methodist congrega-
tion therefore cannot be large. Undoubt-
edly the * habitants” are accessible for
evangelizing purposes, but they must be
approached by one who only speaks their
mother tongue. The Conterence has not
yet been able to place a French speaking
minister upon the charge. The importance
of mission work among the French of this
province is commanding attentjon, but the
time has not yet come for any great move-
ment by them towards the Methodist church.

A colporteur has lately been here, selling
the Holy Scriptures. He disposed of forty
copies in less than two days. Let ushope,
it should also be our prayer, that in the
history, and moral effect of these, the di-
vine promise may be exempjified, * My
word, that goeth forth out of my lips, shall
pot return unto me void, but it shall accom-
plish that which I please and prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.”

Praying fer a good year in every depart-
ment of our work,

I remain, Dear Sir,
Yours truly,
E. B.

Metis, Auyust, 1871.

NEWFOUNDLAND CORRESPON-
DENCE.

Dear Mg. EpiTor.—Allow me through
your paper to thank *J. G. A.” for his zeal
in publishing in the Wesleyan of the 2nd
inst. a petition for ‘‘a spiritual guide,”
signed by several inhabitants of Red Bay,
Straight of Belle Isle, bearing date March
98th 1871, which was * clipped from the
Montreal Witness of the 2Ist ult. Your
kind and considerate correspondent is quite
correct in his statements and suppositions
concerning those men in reference to their
country and religion. They are natives of
Carbonear and are by birth and training
members of the Wesleyan church in this
Island, and richly deserve the sympathy
and assistance so earnestly solicited in their
request for help. Their case has been
known for some time to several members
of our District ; and it would have been met
if sufficient means could be obtained to sup-
port a missionary in that locality. But
they are not the only people, neither is that
the only place within the presumed limits
of this District requiring our attention and
labours. Owing to the migratory charac-
ter of this Island there are now, I venture
to say from ten to twenty places in addition
to those recently occupied by us, where
Methodist ministers or missionaries are
wanted and they would be very gladly re-
ceived. The spiritual state of the scattered
and isolated Methodist communities in ma-
ny places in this Country and the Labrador,
calls loudly for the Christian sympathy and
active benevolence, not only of our Confer-
ence but the great Methodist church gene-
rally on the American continent. And 1
can but reiterate the appeal Mr. A., makes
to the young men of our church;in his very
timely and praiseworthy remarks on the
important subjects introduced into his letter,
which immediately follows the above nam-
ed * petition for a spiritual guide.”  There
are doubtless many young meun who are
willing to become caudidates for our minis-

try ; who will wisely avail themselves of |
the invaluable privileges enjoyed by ”"":‘:‘midwl on the occasion, and addressed the
| meeting in his usual most happy and affec-
10| S S [ tive manner.
these are willing after their College course | Addy and J. S. Allen addressed the audi-
has expired to labour in places where their | ., .o" with few, but spirited and well-chosen

who are trained for the ** the sacred office
in our Theological Colleges. But not all of

services are most wanted. Are mnot the
souls of the poor and spiritually destitute of
our people, who to earn an honest livelihood

are compelled through pressure of circum- | .1 o¢ our Home Mission campaign. ‘The

stances to locate in isolated places, as pre-
cious as those of the elite and refined, who
live in stately mansions and enjoy every
blessing which nature, art, wealth, afflu-
ence, education and religion can lavish on
them?

Is it because a wise Providence has been
less bountiful to the one than the other,
that they are not to receive our attention
and to be denied the gracious privileges of
the gospel, which Christ has said ‘is
preached to the poor?” Do they not stand
in greater need of our preaching, pastoral
visitations, and their collateral advantages,
tham many of those who are favored with
this world’s goods?” Oh! let their call for
help like the ** Macedonian cry,” find a re-
sponse in the hearts of all—ministers and
people. Let something be done, to meet
these exigeneies, to fill these gaps in the
walls of our Zion, to cultivate these wastes
in the vineyards of our Israel, to bring these
neglected ones into the fold of the Great

Shepherd and Bishop of souls. Let the
wealthy members of our congregations duly

for the talents intrusted to their care, and
with hearts filled with sympathy for the cause
of their Divine Redeemer, nobly give of
their wealth to spread the gospel among the
poor and needy of our countries aud Dis-
tricts ; that at least it may be said to them
by Him who saw the poor woman casting
her mites into the treasury,  Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.” Again I say, let some young men
with hearts thoroughly alive to the spiritual
waants of those who are perishing for lack
of knowledge, and who will not fail to appre-
ciate their readiness to come forthand offer |
themselves and their services unreservedly
to the church of Christ. Let many be
found in our Zion who will willingly conse- |
crate themselves to this work, and with
sanctified learning and pure gospel charity
emulating the spirit which so beautifully |
characterized the lives and labours of a!
Carey, a Judson and a Hunt go forth into |
our vatural and moral wilderness, and sow- |

som as a rose.
joicing bringing their sheaves with them !”
I am, Dear Mr. Editor,
Yours respectfully.
J. P.
Conception Bay, Newfoundland, Au-
gust 23rd 1871.

(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)

THE NEW SCHEDULE,

It has long been felt that much time was lost
unnecessarily at our Annual District Meetings,
in ascertaining and tabulating the statistics of
different kinds. A Resolution was
atthe recent Conference, bearing upon this
matter,and the Conference ordered that 500 co-
pies of a Schedule should be printed for use at
the Anpual District Meetings. A Committee
was also appointed to prepare a form of Sche-
dule such as would best meet the necessities of
the case.

This Committee has accomplisbed its object,
and the printer has done ample justice to tle
design. A regular Circuit Account occupies
the principal part of the Schedule, which will
show at a glance the various items received and
expended baving a distinct line revealing the
* Total amount raised on the Circuit."”

A foot-note intimates the established rate ol
Salary on Dependent and Ilome Mission Cir-
cuits, so that there can be no mistake: while
the old mettod of including various merely
nominal items such as Board Quarterage &c.
&c., is abolished. The Financial Secretaries in
issuing these schedules may insert in each op-
posite the *‘Children’s Fund claims”, the
amount demanded from the Circuits by District
regulation. Signed by the Circuit steward this
Account becomes the authoritative source of
information in regard to Circuit Finance, and
by being kept on file will invariably ensure
correctness in the records of District Meeting.
Attached to the same sheet are a ‘*Circuit Sche
dule,” and another for ** Connexional Funds.”
These are designed to supply all the informa-
tion usually included in the investigations of
Conference for publication in the ** Minutes.”

Properly worked the Schedules must save
much precious time to the Districts; dispense
with the weary process of eliciting information
upon statistics, by presenting questions to each
Minister in detail ; and ensure barmony in the
records of Districts as reqiired by the Confer-
ence.

The Book-Steward will have these Schedules
in his possession. Financial Secretaries would
do well to order them as required in time to is-
sue them a month or two in advance of the
Annual District Meeting. The expense will
be but a small fraction for each, and may be
collected from the Ministers at District or
included iu the general District expenses. .

The foot-note states that ** the Schedule is to
be filled up and returned to the Financial Sec-
retary not later than the week before Annual
District Meeting.” Upon the faithfulness ot
the Brethren in {meeting these conditions will
depend much ot the success conected with
this most useful measure of the Conference.

A. W. NicoLsox.

introduced

FREDERICTON FINANCIAL
TRICT MEETING.

DIS-

Dear Eprror,—According to advertise-
ment our District board met in the Wesley-
an Church, Fredericton, ou the 30th ult., to
transact its usual business. All the minis-
ters were present except Bros. Weddall and
Strotherd from the north. The océasion
was one of great comfort, unanimity, and
expedition all of which are justly attributa-
blein a great measure to the reforms which
our Conterence has wisely adopted in its
financial policy. Never did our business
matters run more smoothly and satisfactorily
through the whole Connection than they
have done for the last two years. The ad-
vantage of our excellent ** Home Mission
fund” is obvious in two important particu-
lars—the occupation of new aud hitherto
uncultivated ground ; and the lessening of
unprovided for deficiencies on all depend-
ent circuits. This is just as it should be.
Long may our Home Mission movement
live and prosper. After our usual routine
business was disposed of, quite a while was
devoted to [the all important question of
personal dedication to Christ and the work
to which we believe he has called us.
Judging from the tone and spirit of the
conversation we have good reason to hope
for the large fulfilment of our earnest
prayer—** Oh Lord revive thy work !” The
day closed with an excellent

HOME MISSION MEETING.

His Honor Lieut. Governor Wilmot pre-
The Rev. Messrs. Sutcliffe,

words, which we feel assured will tell fav-
orably upon their hearers. The meeting
{was in every respect worthy of the inaugu-

brethren left this morning for their homes
in excellent condition and spirits.
With kind regards,
Yours siucerely,
L. Gagrz,
Financial Sec'y.
Fredericton, Aug. 31, 1871.

TRURO DISTRICT.

'embodied in a resolution to

these deserts shall soon rejoice and blos- | Mr. Cassidy founded upoun Isaiah 66, 13
And when the great har-|
vest time shall come many shall return re-| parative smallness of the attendance at our

| the front or tumble off backwards.

to the entire Connexion received due con-
sideration. '

Bro. Reid furuished a statement of the
admirable method that obtains in the
town of Traro, for raising the Pastor’s sal-
ary and after comments and remarks by
others, the sentiment of the DBrethren
the effeet that
we conform as fully as pgssible to Primi-
tive Methodist customs in this department
of our work.

The couversation held with regard to
God’s work in our hearts aud on our cir-
cuits, was edifying and encouraging. Full
consecration and entire devotion to the
work of saving souls seemed to beé the aim
and purpose of every preacher.

Considering this and the fact that at
least two new churches are likely to be de-
dicated to God's worship during this year,
we are hopefully looking for a year ot great
prosperity both spiritual and material

In the evening we were permitted to at-
tend service in the Methodist church  Pic-

was

ing beside all waters the seed of eternal life | tou, and listen to a beautiful discourse from

Oune remark now Mr. Editor. The com-
| Committee Meeting, and the letters ot ab-
| sent  Brethren produced upon at least
one mind the conviction that Truro Distriet,
covers by far too much territorial
thereby involving much - fatigue,

area,
expense

portant counexional gatherings. Having
said this much we leave the matter to those
older, wiser and better.
' l‘»_\ nl'\l\'l'
A. D. M
Sv}:lr‘mlw r 1, 1871,

S

The Rev. Dr. Green of Toronto during
his recent visit to the Maratime Yrovioces
wrote a series of letters to the Christian
Guardian—No. 5 of which is as follows:

A TRIP TO THE SEA SIDE.
Harrrax, August, 1871,

Dear Bro,— This morning 1 bad the pleas-
ure of seeing the Guardian coutaining my let-
ter ot the 18th ult., and considering that the
whole was crowded into one small sheet, and
not a line rewritten, I must say your printers
have done me good justice. When we parted
| we were talking about the Luildings ot Halifax.
There are but few buildings in the course ot
erection now, but I am told quite a number of
respectable dwellings were erected last year io
the south-west part of the town. In this re-
spect, we discover a marked diflerence between
| your city and this. In Toronto buildings are
rising up in all directions, and in aimost every
street ; and it does not require much reflection
to induce one to believe that this enterprise is
being overdone, and may, ere long, produce a
re-action detrimental to some ambitious specu-
lators ; but here all is quiet, though reots are
much higher than with you, and good houses
When the

Railway is finishad, it will doubtless impart

exceedingly scarce. Intercolonial
such an impetus to trade and commerce, as will
put new life into these Chebuctonians and in-
duce them to extend their city—now four miles
long—further up the Basin, and -along the
North West Arm, where there are many charm-
ing spots unoccupied.

The Poor House and Lunatic Asylum are
The for

mer built of granite and red brick, is just fin-

beautiful and commodious edifices.

ished at a cost of £260,000, and is a fine com-
manting building, occupying a good site in the
south-end. The latter is built in a lovely spot
on the east bank

seen {rom every part of the barbor, and from

of the Basin, and may be
most parts of the city. Indeed, it is impossible
to imagine a retreat more lovely for the poor
or better calculated to
sooth their deranged minds and restore them to
health, than the one here provided. The
building stands upon an eminence about 200
yards back from the Basin, with a gentle slope
of ground in front descending southwards to
On this beautiful declivity is
a large garden, recovered from the primeval
rocks, and planted with fruit trees, roots and
flowers. It is laid out in sections and terraces,
with summer house, grapery, lawns, walks and
croquet grounds, where the insane sons and
daughters of sorrow may smell th» sweet per-
fume of flowers, cultivate the plants, or divert
The grounds in rear are
intersperscd with pasture fields and groves ot

demented sufferers,

the water’s edge.

themselves at play.

spruce, pine, alder, &c., with hill and torest in
the distance.
buildings, fortresses, spires rising up in their

In front is the city, with its

beauty and strength, and nearer by, the ample
harbor with cratts and sails floating about in
different directions, with the ocean in one di-
rection and the village ot Bedtord in another.
There have been 315 patients under care during
the year, 70 of whom were admitted during
that period. I preached to about 200 of these
last Sabbath week, among whom was one who

that his brother was dead. He had nearly pad-
dled himselt over the Basin when the Doctor
orvetook him. When asked why be left, he
replied that ** God told him to go and attend
his brother’s funeral.” ** Well,” said the Doe-
tor, * and God sent me after you to bring you
back {again.” said he, ** It was
God who sent me away, but it was the Devil

"

*“No! no

I remained and took
tea with Dr. DeWolf, the Superintendent, and
his excellent lady, which gave me time to go

who sent you after me.”

through some of the wards, which were very
clean, the beds good, and the inmates orderly.
The city is also favored with an Asylum for the
Blind and a Military Hospitall

‘I'he churches of Halifax -are not very large.
Of these there are seven Episcopalian, five
Presbyterian, three Wesleyan, three Baptist,
three Roman Catholic, one Congregational,
and one colored Methodist.
in two of these—Brunswick and Grafton. The
Jruuswick Street Church is spacious, has a
rich interior, and will seat 1,200 people. The
gallery is much too high, with groined arches
above and below.

I have preached

The pulpit corresponds in |
height with the gallery, is ample, rich and beau-
titul, but rendered extremely awkward for me,

inside, by reason of a dais, a fixture more than
a foet high, on which we are obliged to stand

when reading or preaching! Toa man of low
stature such an arrangement may be tolerable,
but when I stc pped upon it, batore a large con.

gregation, I trembled lest I should pitch over

The Grafton Street Church is just the re-
verse of this, and more in the style of the Cen-
tenary Church in Hamilton, with a reading
desk, merely on a spacious platforn:. It is

Pursuant to notice the Financial Com-|
mittee of the Truro District met at Pictou!
on 30th ult.

There were present of the ministers, Bre- |
thren Read, Emsley, Harrison, Wasson, !
LeLacheur, Morton, Tweedy, Brown, Cas-|
sidy and Mills :—of the Circuit Stewards, |
Brethren Burns of River John and Huestis
of Wallace.

In the absence of the Chairman, Bro. |
Tweedy conducted the opening services, |
and subsequently Bro. Cassidy was elected |
to preside.

The financial interests of the Circuits se-

a

{ brick, and is very chaste and beautiful, with

not as large as the Brunswick Street Church,
but will bold about 1,000 people ; it is built of

wodern arrangements and improvements. On
entering the vestry, in the rear, last Sabbath
morning, we passed by several graves with
monumental stones, designed to perpetuate the
memories of their peaceful inmates. Among |
these was one over the silent resting place of |
that memorable saint and heroic pioneer, the
Rev. Wm. Black, who was the apostle of the
church and the father of ‘Methodism in Nova
Scotia. Peace to his ashes, and honour to his

and loss ot time iu attending these our on-|

===aem

consider their many responsibilities to God ' parately and of the Districts in its relation memory; for * be being dead, yet speaketh.”,

After the setmon we had th

muaing at the Lords table with 1)
Mr. Pope, the father of the
Rew

geatlemaoly Book Steward ot

pleasure of come

n 1.\‘.\19
the

Conference, and the
the

as well as with the Rev. Mr, I'“l‘
tor, and a large aumber ot
Christ.  The od re
freshing, mducing us t N3 ! ml it is good

her

ywers of
SETVICES  Welt

for us to be
The good people to be g
»pitable

A '._.r;,.

social and loveable r
as they are fiend

number ol

respectable p ! ed upon us o
our arnival, and we have tound it imposs .

I ble o
find an evening for all ose who lave kindly
excelient host

invited us to their Lomes Oy
hostess, M and Mrs.  Morre w,
1

undone which can add o our

and leave

hap
while

nothing

piness  or contribute  to cur cujovment,
the younger members o this well-

regulated
household—three ot whom, James, M ATy and
Matthew,are members of the Church—have laig
us under many obligations by their

Indeed, our

tar, has been one of unmim

attachment
and kindness. visit:to this city

thus tled  pleasure

and enjoyment; forming one of those bright
:\l";il .‘“1'.“) \i“",‘ m our pil rimage,

on which

christians can retlect with great s tisfaction,

and to which they can look back  with grati-
| tude and delight.

I ast week Mre. Morrow  dr
the Gold Fields in - Montague

‘ nessed the tedious and

Ve me
Here

1.) r
laborious processes by

over to

we wil-

{ which the precious me tal s brought up from
the rocks below, and separated from the quartz

to which it adheres when tourd  bedded in the

bowels of the carth. There are

W0 mines
bere, the best ot which Prlnl‘;p to Mr. Law-_
[ son, of railroad notoriety.  Itas 200 tect deep,
} I'he vein of

TOCK

| dug down into the sohd
|

[ quartz containing the gold is very narrow, and
| they have to dig up a large amount of rock on
]: ach side of it, in order 1o get roow to quarry
he gold.  Two tubs are employed, worked by
One  of up filled with

while the other goes down;

a horse. these comes

| rock, as one of
|

| these is being emptied above, the otheras being
| E

[ filled with water below, and thus they alternate,
|

| one bringing up stones and  the other water,
E I'he stones  are emptied nto a box, and the
[ water emptied on  to wash “hen, when the
fruitless stones are cast asule, and the ‘I“‘"‘
ol to the

mill, where it is ground up tine, and the water

shovelled into a eart and  carried
which is constantly running upon it, carries off

gold falls to the
bottom mixed with dross, which has to be sep-

the lighter material and the

arated hy another and a more refining process,
Mr. Lawson, who took much pais in showing
us his mine, says that his quartz sometimes
gives eight ounces to the ton, but averages
about two and a half ounces pure gold.  The
country in which this gold is found is a desolate
little but  barren rocks

dwarl shrubs of birch,

1t mr\h places can

wilderness ; you sce
and huge stones, with
alder, spruce, Juniper, &ec.
yield gold, iet those who thirst for it dig unti
they find it; but christians, and sinners (0o,
should remember that there is a mine of pure
gold, always accessible, which yiclds no quartz,
nor earth, nor dross.
Very truly, yours,
ANSON GREEN,

4 ey e

THE COLONIAL QUESTION
The prospeet " of a federation

‘x.iuuin‘
ales such

as presented to us by Mr. Jenkins is certains

Great Britain and her principal ¢
tainly very attractive. T'he mind likes to re-
pose itself on the contemplation ot this vast
combination of States ** on which the sun nev-
er sets” moving cach in its proper sphere, and
still forming part of'a geoeral system. It would
certainly be a fine thing to sce o many free
people governing themsclves, whilst their del-
egates in the Halls of Westminster were stody-
ing interests common toall.  Butis the thing
regarded as other
than a brilliant chimera ?—\We believe not.
But one need reflect only a short time to
see wl.nT a tremendous (l('l’;lllgl'lm‘lﬂ 'ﬂuu

practicable and can it be

follow suchi a change in the secular “institati-
England like, and probe
is profoundly stir

ons of Great Dritain.
ably to the same c¢xtent,
red by all those ideas so destructive of social
order.  She possesses all the elements which
The ql:mget-

ous classes whose bolduess increases every day

constitute the dangerous classes.
who are becoming more and  more, "will not
fail to profit by this excellent occasion.

of the

abyss of revolution is the antiquity of its insti-

That which still keeps England out

stitutions, the involuntary respect which they

inspire, the difliculty, always enormous, of
reversing an established Government, and the
eminently practical spivit of her people. Y
stability of ber institutions is the sole safeguard
which exists in England against social convul-

sions, such as will very soon complete the ruin

bad started for home that morning, fancying Lof France. The English people who are known

as a l"'“l‘l" determined and practical, will not
encourage agitation and discontent. "I'huugﬁ
willing to change their existence, even to the
very foundation, they will sacrifi :¢ nothing of
that which forms their great strength, and will
not furnish Messrs Odzer, Bradlaugh and oth-
ers with an opportunity of seecing  their social
théories triumph.
rest the true

This danger, which will ar-
the nuly
idea
Has he found 8
bappy mean which will suit all ths colonis and

hiberty and

statesman, constitutes
serious (lilﬁwuh'\ to the realization of the
propounded by Mr. Jenking
adapt itself; a common basis ol
and power and autonomy, which will be cqually

satisfactory to all.  Because it would not be

possible to accord to one what would Le re

tused to another, without great danger ot de-
slr(;)ing the whole system trom the very foan-

dation, since it would be again necessary to
authority

on matters which woald otherwise be regarded

confide to the Federal Parliment an
as local.

It one conriders the degree of civilization, of
moral and material advancement 1o which the
different Dritish i

have armived, bt 8

colotis
possible to make but one answer,

A uniform constitution tor all is a
And further.

chimera.
What would became in the case
of an Imperial federation ot the Provinciat Lege

Neither

ova Scotia hold

Australia?
Qucbee, nor N

lightly their autoncmy.

islatures of Canada and
Ountario nor
1o wish to furce them
would be to sow the ;n.nm of oppression, of
fail to

enfeeble, if not 1o destroy, the whol organizs-

discord and of strife, which would not
tion. In the hypothesis of an Tmperial  feder-
ation it is evident that the central lumrrwnum
be too fecble to command with success and 0
make the ¢xtremities respect at; and it would
be just as powerless to confront an Kuropeon
This belplessness
would arise from a lack ot zeal in the coulonies

or American compllcation.

to expose themselves to war, to destruction and
to bloodshed, when all would Le u;riu{-ml to
Jenkins has
l,\,.iliun

their recognized interests  Mr.
well understood the difli -ulty ot the
he has taken. He has shunned  with extreme
care the exposnre of any means of arriving 3¢
He insists even thatno  diss
cussion shall take place.

It is, nevertheless, the first question he will

the desired end.

The

>




