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heur af his removal when it actually took place. 
Conversing with him a few days before bis death on 
the awful disease which was raging in our town, he 
with his usual heavenly smile said, ' It does not mat­
ter ; I soon must go : wheilier it be by the cholera, 
or (pointing to his swollen lests) this dropsy ; it is all 
the same ; I leave it to my Master to choose.’ But 
his days were numbered. On Sunday, Sept. 6;h, 
1654, he felt himself worse than usual. I saw him 
just before the time of evening service. Misconduct 
towards me was, as it.bad been limn the first hour I 
saw him, that of-the utmost kindness and nlfection. 
Knowing that my whole lime had been occupied in 
visiting the cholera patients at the hospital, and in 
their habitations, and in attending to the regular du­
ties of the circuit, lie feelingly entreated me to lie 
careful of my health, for the sake i.l" mv family and 
the church. I did not. however, think that his end 
was an n»ar. When called *o visit him early in the 
morning on which he iii< d, Sent, sth, I felt tiie force 
of the oft quoted language of Dr. Young : —

* The clumber where flic good man morts hi? fate,
1* privileged beyond the common of virtuous life, 
Quite on the verge of heaven.’

“ 1 I found him contending with tie last enemy, 
but in perfect possession of hi< rensm,, although so 
oppressed by the complicated afflictions «ttder which 
he laboured in his last hour, as to find Very great 
difficulty in speaking. ‘ l trust,’ Sir, said I, ‘ you 
now feel that Saviour to be precious whom you li tvc 
so long hebl forth to others.’ Hu said, * All is well ; 
nil is peace, no fear, no doubt ; let Him do as he 
will ; He knows what «s best,’ I referred to his 
long and useful life. He said very impres.sivclvV 
' Leave all that ; say no more. All is well.’ We 
joined in prayer, and his spirit was evidently very 
much engaged in the solemn exercise. Oil leaving 
the room I said, ‘ Yon will soon be in the glory of 
which you have so often spoken in the course of 
your long ministry." * J shall soon lie there,’ said lie, 
1 where Christ has gone before me.’ After which lie 
sank very fust, and spoke little, nml that with con­
siderable difficulty. His last words were, 1 Give my 
farewell blessing to your family, and to tho society 
ntid ‘ God bless you. All is well.’ ”

The monument which rises over Ids tomb, nml the 
cenotaph placed as a memorial of his worth, in the 
Chapel where lie bad so long held forth the word of 
life, exibit tliu following inscription : —

SiTcrcîi to tïjc îHcmovy ot
THE REVEREND WILLIAM BLACK,

Whose labours in the Gu.-pcl Ministry, 

fur half a century have been acknowledged, 
with distinguished approbation, 

by the Great Head of the Church, 

or many years

lie was the General Superintendent of the 

Wesleyan Missions, 

in Nova Scotia anil New Biunswick, 

where he is justly deemed the Father of 

Methodism.
To his lalxiurs, prudence, and paternal rare, 
is the Chorcli in ibis place much indebted 

fur its rise, increase, and prosperity :

XX nil its hi.toly w ill Lia name be 

associated ; andins inrimuv revered 

during its continuance.

He entered into rest vm September, «Cti it no 

aged lxmv years.

The character of Mr. Black is tints -ketelted by 
the Rev. Robert L. Lusher : —

“ 1 Although l fuel incoiiipent to do full justice to 
tlm character of the late Rev. XX'. Black, iii tiny at­
tempt at its delineation, yet, having been ttssocitvi d 
with him in the work of tho ministry—Laving seen 
<"itid conversed with him nearly every day for two 
years,ami having had the opportunity of hearing him 
preach once almost every Sunday, during that time, 
when his health would permit, I :tin prepareil at once to 
say that as a Christian, a Munster, and a friend, Mr 
Black was no common man. He was emphatically 
and scriptural!»', in mv estimation, a good man, mi l 
n great man. He enjoyed the esteem and veneration 
of persons of till denominations, an honour to which 
hi< virtues and talents entitled him. AmiulKo and 
condescending in his spirit, vet consistent nml divid­
ed in his character, nml serious and dignified in li-i 
deportment, he won the nllVrtjon nml commanded the 
i»spnet*of the poor oml the rich, who alike regarded 
hii* as the 1 minister of God to them for good.’ lie 
aflenionate and soothing exhortations to the one, and 
his juif-cmus councils and faithful warnings, whim ne­
cessary, *o the other, were in general us nerrpialdi. 
os they we-e salutary nml seasonable. I also rn: 
wider Mr. Unrk to have been a sound divine, and an 
original preacher. Ilis ministry was neither d< Haimi 
tory nor oratoi'cnl ; but Iming convincing ami per­
suasive, and genu-ally attended with a gracious influ­
ence from above, it was at once popular and usi lul. 
l’he benignity ol the divine character rather than 
tile ‘ terrors of the Loi |’—the pleasures and reward-» 
of piety rather than the->tern»l consequences of sin. 
were the topics on which If; seemed most to delight to 
dwell. It is believed that he was one of the nu»-t 
successful ministers of Hinder» times, ami that hun­
dreds ol" souls iii Nova Scotia. Newfoundland, and 
on the adjacent continent, ns the fruits of lii« minis­
try, will lie ‘ the crown of his ri-j-m-ing in the pre­
sence of the Lord Jesus at his eomisg.’ Wherever 
lie was, in the parlour or in the pulpit, he seemed 
to regard it as the business of bis life to ..ivc - oi'l«. .

11 ' Many of the societies in the Nova Se-iihi Di-triel 
were of bis planting, and for many y curs lie wanhid 
over them all with tile most paternal r.nd atix'.oii- so­
licitude, rejoicing in their prosperity, or mourning 
over any declension of which ho might be ir • and 
when through increasing infirmities lie rnuld no lon­
ger visit them or preach to them, he did not eense >.■ 
oiler up in their belialfhis fervent supplications to Al­
mighty God, that ihe gates of bell might never pre­
vail against them ! ’ ”

A number of general t ipies arc intro bleed mto toe 
thread of the Narrative, toge» her with “ Characteris­
tic Notices of several individuals ; with copious Ex­
tracts from the unpublished Correspondence of tin; 
Rev. John Wesley, Rev. Dr. Coke. Rev, Ereclmrn 
Garret-on, etc.,” which enhance the interest and va­
lue of the volume.

As to the manner in which the biographer has per­
formed bis part it is unnecessary for us at length to 
say. The latents ami learning of Mr. Itn-hey, and 
his qualifications ns a writer, are well known in the 
Provinces • and it is not affirming too mudi, v. hm


