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ANOTHER SERIOUS HERESY

CASE.

The troubles of the sects regarding
heterodoxy of doctrine have reached
the Society of Christian KEadeavorers,
whose chief object is to make the mem
bers more staunch in their adherence to
the various churches to which they
belong.

The international convention of the
Endeavorers is to meet in San Francisco
in July, but it has been discovered
that the Rev, Mr, Rader, who is chair-
man of the pulpit supply committee,
and is charged with the duty of filling
the pulpits of ail the Protestant
Churches of the city with special
preachers during the Convention, is

himself unsound in doctrine, as he has
racently been preaching in his own
pulpit sermons against the inspiration

of the Bible, and other fundamental
doctrines of Christianity. He follows,

in fact, the footsteps of the Rev. Lyman

Abbot of Brooklyn Tabernacie, or it

may be more correct to say, that with
out having taken Dr. Abbot's example
as his model, he is at all events preach
ing in exactly the same line as the
Brooklyn pastor,

Soclose has been the coincidence,
that on the very night when Dr.
Abbott was preaching his celebrated
sermon ou Jonah and the whale, Mr,
Rader was preaching in his own
church in San Francisco a sermon on
the very same suhject, in which, like
Dr. Abbott, he denied the inspiration
and truth of the prophecy of Jonah and
of the whole history of that prophat,
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of similar tendency, in one of which
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for n( atholics we are fully convinced
f the importance of religious teach

ing in the scheol-room, aad we would
not desire that Presbyterians or any
other denomination should be deprived
of it, if they could only devise a method
whereby the rights of Catholics and of
other denominations would not be in-
vaded, but if those rights are to be in-
raded by any underhanded scheme,

we must earnestly protest against such
scheme.

The nacessity of religious education
was strongly insisted upon by the
mover of the resolution, and the Assem-
bly, by adopting the resolution un-
animously, fully endorsed his views.
We must say plainly, therefore, that it
would not be possible for Catholics to
come to any arrangement whereby a
system of religious teaching could be
imparted to Catholic children by Pro
testant teachers.

The proposal of Dr. Caven and the
Assembly could not he acceptable to
Catholics, for the result of any such
agreement as proposed would be an ap-
parently nondescript form of religion,
which wehold to be insufliclent in itself,
The Assembly admits that morality
must ba based upon Christian
doctrine. Now Christian doctrine
would not be efliziently taught under
the echeme proposed. To teach Chris-
tian doctrine, it is necessary that the
groundwork and foundation of Chris
tian faith should be explained. To do
this it is neceseary from either the
Catholic or Protestant point of view to
show the teaching authority of the
Church of Christ, and here at once

there would ba a departure from the

neutral position which the Assembly

asserts that the Christian teaching of

the school would preserve.
Even if it were possible that a book
could be agreed upon which would

gatisfy all denominations, the neutral-
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| the teacher would begin to make com-
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would ba distinctly Protestant ;ll\xl
anti-Catholie, and th-- probability is

that they would go still further, and be
distinctly Presbyterian, or Anglican,

| or Methodist, or Baptist, according to
i the particulac views held by the |
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teacher.
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A VERY SERIOUS SCHISM.

Omish or Aumish Mennonites of
Ohio have a schism cn hand on the i
portant doctrinal point of the morality

e a1 ¢ Avclzo a8 Bl
01 the uss of nders and butt
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Russia, chiefly through German set-

is easy to see that it is only !
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some redress | obey the Scriptural command to * heay
| the Church”; but lh(' young men i
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tlers who under promise from the Czar
that they would not be required to
serve in the army, left Germany where

the laws requiring all to submit to

military conscription are strictly en-

forced. Asconscription is now enforced

in Russia as well as Germauy, many

Mennonites have immigrated to this

continent and have found homes in

the United States and Canada, as they

are thus secure against being com-
pelled to enter into the army, at least

for the present, it being against their

religious principles to do military serv-

ice. This and the Baptist doctrine

that adults only, to the exclusion of in-

fants, are to be baptized, form the

chief points in the Menuonite creed.

The Omish are the largest branch of
the Mennonites, and were founded in

Alsace over two hundred years ago by
Jacob Amap, being the most strict
among the Mennonite sects, which in

turn constitute a branch of the Anabap.
tists, by which name th

who hold

the doctrines of the American Baptists

are known in Europe.

One of the doctrines of the Oxish is
that it is a sin to wear huttons, or any-
thing but the plainest clothing. They
use hooks and eyes and belts, however,
to keep their garments in place, but
forbid suspenders, which necessitate
the use of sinful buttons. From this
fact they are sometimes called Hopker
Mennonites, and they speak of the

other sects as Buttonites.

The young men of the Omish sect
have recently been found out using
surreptitiously suspenders, and as a

CONSC

| Ohio colony is greatl

the persistent commission of so foarfu

juence, buttons, and the whole

agitated over
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a sin. The Bishops and elders metin

Couneil a short time ago, and a decrec
| was issued
and their concomitant suspender

1‘1 the young men demur againstthe

decision. They plead that they can

not comfortadbly or securcly wear

forbidding buttons |

Wa speak advisedly when we make | pantaloons without these aids to neat-

this statoment. We kuow how difficult
it is for teachers to abstain from incul- f thousand have been excommunicated !
! from the sect, and the
even with the present school laws in their heretical practice, and arve de- |

sating their peculiar views of doet

rine,
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set forth in his bhook, he re
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It might have been v\pe(!m‘ that
the trouble would have ended with

Dr. Workman's retirement, but this
has not been the case. He has :",
peared again upon the scene, and
time he involves Chancellor Il'.n'\'.':iaim
of the same institution,in the propaga

tion of views similar to those expressed
by himself,

About seven weeks ago a new book
appeared from De. Workman's pen en
titled ‘‘The Old Testament Vindicated
This was a reply to an article written
by Dr. Goldwin Smith, which appeared
in the North American Review for
Dacember, 1895, in which Dr. Smith
represents the Old Testament as
‘‘Christianity’s Millstone, " the purpose
of the article being to show that Chris
ianity has enough to do to maintain it
self without being burdened by the
necessity of vindicating the Old Testa
ment ag part of God's revelation to
mankind.

De. Smith, like most of the receat
assailants of religion, maintains that
the Oid Testament is not historically
true, and that if Christianity is to be-
come the religion of the civilized
world, it must throw the Old Testament
overboard, which is only as a milistone
hanging from Christianity's neck, and
sinking it in the waters while it is en
deavoring to float itself.

The cause of Christianity conld have
well dispensed with Dr. Workman's
defence of the Old Testament, as he
virtually concedes Dr. Smith's chief
contention, that it is not to be regarded
as arecord of facts, though he main-
tains that there is a mystical sense in

atements are to be received
es it a useful part of Chris
tian teaching.

which m

[t has become the fashion for hun-
dreds of Protestant theologians during
recent years to take this view of the
Old Testament, or some view which
wnounts to nearly the same thing, and

this is said to be the result of recent

doubt upon the authenticity and in-
gpiration of nearly the whole Old Testa-
ment, notwithstanding that it is quoted
by our Blessed TLord and the Apostles
as : the undoubted Word of God.
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