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COMPARATIVE RELIGION.

■■Quae est enlm gens, aut quo.l 
US bomimim, quod non ha tout 

£e doctrina anticipationem quam- 
Deorum?" aoks Cicero in his 

fTnus treatise Do nature Ceoruin. 
'"m the beginning of time, the iu- 
nate idea of a superintending being 
ür being8 has existed! In the mind of 
0 The religions of the fore- 

tiens, taking the term as m- 
, all of whatever nationality

lived before the Christian, rcvc- 
llhon. show a gradual evolm-ion in 
,he adaptation and realization of 
u , idea commencing with the very 

,™de primitive cults, and culminat- 
ir the higher philosophical views 

,ng Lt vi to us by Cicero in the 
’Crowork- The relations between 
fore-Christian religions were neces- 
'“JT, indistinct and certainly not 
f partly "because the religion 
h°8fle’hcathon consisted rather in 
° .\nd ceremonies than in any
rlt S|„nt belief,” as Bacon observes; 

too. owing to forced exolu-

SiWSChristian religions on the 
nntrarv are natxrally interrelated 

antagonistic. The Church foun- 
a h hv Christ had definite dogma j 

„d demanded assent thereto fr-.m 
a “ i„ the course of centimes by 
. and schism, members revolted 

assent and thus built up 
numerous sects that form the Chns-
“Mywc'comc to the after-Chns- 
. n stocc chiefly evidenc'd in 
FMCO and with what ideals tco 
SAdlv indicated,S study ef these phases of till- 

their relativity, and the i-ho

presentative of the Catholicism of 
his age, he rightly finds a place in 
the series. “Aristotle is everywhere 
the master oi est. l’homas. He rare
ly, if over, departs from' the master. 
All that is true in Greek fcthics finds 
its place in the vast syn-

j thesis of the Christian thinker,
j He does not destroy but ful-
! fil. He subtracts little but adds
j much. There is hardly oven a chance 

word of Aristotle that is not devel
oped1. and whole areas of Christian 

least .1 ot^'rs a,° added to Aristotle's mo 
so far as we can make out from ] ter*-v summary oi Grecian thought." 
vague indications ) is Moira or Fate. ^llf* 90 t*lc Church has ever aseimi- 
Fr. Huby suggests, and the sugges- j latc<1 w,tat good exists in other 
tion best meets the difficulties, that | s.vstomK of thought and action. Fr. 
it was a providential dispensation McNabb in a few introductory pagtxs 
fixed by Zeus once for all, and from 0,1 the Iifc of St. Thomas, shows 
which out1 of respect for established i ,low a “world-w-idc experience” 
order, he is unwilling to make any ! jjjtood ^10 philospher in good stead.

chy with Zeus as sovereign lord. A

This recent science has been a.I 
-oo little studied by Catholics, and 
it was with the view of satisfying a 
M\ nced that the Catholic 1 nth 
Society of England set about .saving 
a cheap series of booklets (price Id 
„ch ) dealing with the history of 
Religions. Wo noticed some time 

gi„ these columns the -rest tbiee 
iKtures, and since then another 
twelve have appeared. A'e Propose 
this week to devote ourselves to ti.e 
consideration of a few of these.

The "Study of Religions, by Rev. 
T de Grandmaison, may be regard
ed as an introductory pamphlet ex-

departure."
Another element in the Homeric re

ligion was the belief in a future
life:

“some, ’tis whispered, down in 
hell

Suffer endless anguish, others in 
El y si an valleys dwell 

Resting weary limbs at last on beds 
of asphodel."

•b •b •£
The next period is marked by the 

Theogony of Hesiod ( between 800 
and 900 B.C. ) who attempted to 
synthesise and classify the legends 
of the God.s. “It had, for the 
Greeks at least, the merit of giving 
a genealogical unity to their bewil
dering host of divinities, and of be
ing a convenient and handy table 
of reference."

Homer and Hesiod supplied a good 
basis of religion, and though legends 
of the Gods were often discordant 
the Greeks were scrupulously care
ful in observing traditional rites, | 
the due discharge of w-hich constitu
ted one’s claim to be truly “reli- : 
gious.” Father Huby gives some 
very necessary paragraphs on the j 
chief divinities with their out stand
ing features, on hero-worship, po
pular festivals, and the mysteries, 
w'hich represent the first break with 
the traditional mythology. The rev. 
w'riter s>peaks at length of the Eleu- 

presents a good 
of the ordinal of the 

strange ceremonies attached to them
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The wrorld was his province : his va
rious activities placed him among 
all conditions of men ; his were the 
^opportunities a master-mind hud of 
making a vast synthesis of world 
knowledge such as was possible to 
the 1 P.1 h century." St. Thomas and 
the Soul, Theory of Knowledge. 
Doctrine of G-od, Ethics, Soteriology. 
Asceticism and Mysticism, Political 
and Social Economy are the chief 
head-ngs under which the rev-, wait
er’s remarks fall, and t appended is j 
an example of St. Tlromas’ manner Am 
and method of argument. ■ :m i

When, as of late years, there has ! |r®' 
been such a senseless outcry against ! j>,-, 
Scholasticism, it is profitable to in- | 
vestigate matters for oneself, and to 
compare the vnpourings of modern 
with tthe weighty sentences of that 
giant genius of seven centuries nco.

A. B. PURDTE 
Other histories of religions publish

ed are: “Egypt." by Rev. A. Mai 
Ion . “Chien" by Rev. E. Wieger ;
“Ancient Syria" by G. S. Hitch
cock, B. A. “The Koran" by Rev. E. 
Power. S.J.
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Cliff Haven, N.Y., Sept. 9.—With
............. ....... .. .......................... appropriate remarks quite fitting

With the rise of Athens in political occasion, lit. Rev. Mgr. McMa-
i hon, President of the School, to- 
' day closed the eighteenth session of 
1 tho Catholic Summer School of Am- 
1 orica—the most notable year in the 
history of the beautiful f’atholic co
lony which bears the name of that 

| intrepid sailor and explorer, Sa- 
! muel Champlain.

In more than one respect has the 
\ session been worthy of note. The

supremacy and the huge development 
in all branches of art under the gol
den rule of Pericles, the Greek re
ligion was doomed, and with the 
advent of tho philosophers, the de
cadence set in. Thales, Anaximan
der and Anaximenes together with 
the Pythagorran school, passively 
hern Med the revolt: the Eleatic
school actively. Then came the in-
flucncc of the Sophists, the professed 1 mo,lth of Ju'y witnessed the tercet.- 

the ab- tPnavy colobratio-n. of the discoveryagnosticism of Protagoras, 
solute nihilism ot Gorgias, and the 
scepticism of Euripides. Pindar, 
Aeschylus and the “kindly" Sopho-ea a» ------ -- ~ w ih Aescnyius ann un<* lumny oopim-

planatory of the &ubjc - clos made a stand for the old order,
which we are concerned, aw iv. and go did thc ppopi0 at large, as wo.
ing terms of which an can judge from the punishment met-
prehensior is necessary, . * ( pd Qut to Diagorns, Protagoras and
Ugion. theism, amrmsm, totem.sm (e Socrates Tlitual and worship, 
most interesting parag P , however, rather than profession of
ancestor-worship, magi , scc_ - faith kept thc old religion together;
ra/ and revealed re g ^ then came th^ ctvnquosits of Alexan

der, and Greece was open to for- 
In the fusion of 

was charac-

don on the growth of tho science 
of Comparative Religion is most use
ful reeding, showing how the spo
radic activity of a -hundred years 
.~o in this branch of loarn.ng t.a« 
developed to its present dimensions 
making it a subject of universal and 
growing interest. Wo further rec 
to importance to Catholics when 
we learn that a great number ot 
authorities considered "all religions 
to be but the progressive manifesta
tions ot a single religions sentim mt , -v
incarnate, from age to age, in . - , Kcligion of thc Athenian
various manifestât,one acoordingjo Rov, H. Browne.
the nee.' and stage of cult , : R j. and "Aquinas," by Very, Rev.
rpT^eo”P Thems°unbje=tbmatter of j X. McNabb should be read after
tbTttudy of home reug^ etajo; Aw^°^r ,ant paragraph that 
scare and vague lot^obvio tho new rationalism in Greece pro-

offers a ^ start,d in thc time of Pen-
was based upon the study

eign influences 
ideas and races which 
teristic of Hellenism, a change came 
over Greek mythology." Later, the 
“Caesar-worship" of Rome was in
troduced into Greece and Asia Mi
nor, and added to the medley of 
creeds. Side by si<e with Rome, 
the Greek religion avlas* fell before 
the triumphant march of Christian!- (
ty.

of Lake Champlain, an event in 
which the Summer School took no 
small part and which brought to
gether on the beautiful assembly 
grounds many of the most eminent 
men of the day. Tho President of 
the Uni tod States, tho representa
tives of the leading nations of the 
earth, men notable in the affairs of 
Stale and nation, thc Prince of the 
Catholic Church in America, and 
many -of its clergymen—all to do 
honor to one who, though he cann
on a mission for one of the most 
powerful kings of his time, never 
forgot that the souls of men • are 
of more import than the discovery 
of srtrangc sens or the exploring of 
wilds as yet unknown to man.

The Tercentenary celebration, 
bringing together as it did three 

nations to honor Samuel 
hnmplain, was a splendid tribut
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and consequently 
the widest ^speculation 
most daring hypothesis. So the va- 
tholic must nestis beware. From si
milarity, identity is concluded, from 
a distant analogy, historical mter- 
•dependence! Great writers (most 
often rationalists ) on the subject 
have approached their matter with 
preconceived ideas and a predeter
mined philosophical attitude, mak
ing such their criteria, and adapting 
fact to theory rather than yielding 
theory to fact; “each scholar veri
fies everywhere, as common ground
work, what he holds to be the fun
damental religious elements. G. P. 
Tiele sees “spirits"; J • Q-. Frazer, 
“magic’W. R. Smith, “totems 
and "blood alliances”; Guyau and 
ïurckheim detect the “social in
stinct"; and H. Hubert the idea of 
"sacredness.

of physical phenomena rather than 
upon merely abstract lines of reason
ing.” Wiith the Sophists, who were 
at a time its exponents, it grew to 
1* discredited. This much-maligned 
bodv of men were “rightly or wrong
ly unpopular” writes Fr. Browne, 
but not give us the reason*. They 
were wealthy, they were powerful-, 
were dazzling. rhetorical but shal
low. and usurped the attention of 
tho Grecian world. They were hated 
by the true philosopher because he 
saw (or thought so) expression 
overruling thought : they were hated 
by most because they were powvt 
ful ; they were misrepresented by 
all. Their name was a byword for 
all that was odious. In 
their ill-repute, the new knowledge 

the era of freedom 
was at

But we can nor don the vagaries of , made headway ; t an infMtltie^' "He hath made ! and individualism was at hand . 
ol one blood all nations of men narrow prineiptes werelbeing »den- 
tor to dwell on the tace of the earth I ed-4he citizen hitherto a unit m 
... that they should seek the the supreme political unit which was 

Lord, it haply they might -eel after the "polls.' was becoming a Citizen 
■Him and find Him." (Acts xvii.) of the world

*fr .. .
The peculiar note of the ‘ Religion 

of Ancient Greece" (by Rev- .J- 
“Huby) was its anthropemorphising 
tendency, or disposition, due to the 
imaginative mind of the Greek, to 
Personify and deify the productive 
forces of nature. Recent research 
has almost completely upset the fa
vorite theory which derived all 
Greek religion from ancestor worship 
or hearth-worship. Their pre-Ho- 
oieric stone, tree and animal wor
ship, was not mere fetichlsm; the 
Greek was keenly sensitive M the 
force behind the matter, and ex
plaining all action in Nature by 
will and passion, transformed na
tural powers into persons. Father 
Huby concludes that "hit the earliest 
Period of which we bave any know
ledge the Gods adored are celestial 
and immortal beings." The Homeric 
epoch marks "the full bljoom of an
thropomorphism . ’ ’ The Gods of Ho
tter are idealized men, possessed of 
All passions and desires, alike to 
mortals in countenance amd limb. 
t«*t immoral, though liable to pain 
•nd suffering. Olympus, the home 
of the Gods Is sex organized monar-

__  and Socrates, who
I was the active apostle of this indi- 
I vidualism died in its cause at the 
I hands of the supporters of the old 
1 civic order and local patriotism.
! Fr. Browne deals with Sodrates,
I Plato and Aristotle, and ends with 
a note on the debt of Christianity 
to Athens. He aptly draws parallels 
between Plate and St. Augustine, 
and Aristotle and St. Thomas Aqui
nas. "In Augustine, as in Plato, we 
have a combination of the noblest 
gifts, reasoning power, enormous 
grasp of thought, a strong tinge of 
emotion, eloquence which moves 
rather than merely dazzles. Aquinas 
like Aristotle, represents oold, clear 
thought, excellent balance of judg
ment, restraint, neglect of ♦the graces 
of style, an unerring instinct for 
truth combined with intense devo
tion to its pursuit." And suqh was 
the philosophic work that the Greek 
bequeathed' to us, that Christians 
who came after them found it im
possible to substantially improve 
upon it.

. i,' A 4.
"Aquinos" by Fr. McNabb is a 

masterly study of the great thir
teenth century thinker, and as ra

il ot alone to one of the many 
figuçes in history- but likewise to 
the Catholic Church, the principles 
of which he planted firmly in the 
new world.

Catholics throughout the world 
should rejoice at the success of the 
Summer School session just closed— 
rejoice at the tribute to Champlain, 
as also to Commodore Macdonough 
in whose honor the month of Au
gust saw a beautiful shaft of gran
ite dedicated, crowning the tireless 
efforts of the officers of the Sum
mer School to mark the last resting 
place of heroes of the Battle of 
Flattsburg, who gave up their lives 
in t.heir country’s defence.

As crowning event of the session 
jufft closed, comes the annoimcement, 
of the Champlain Tercentenary com- 
missfan to the effect that beside the 
white birch cross which surrounds 
the Muff overlooking the Summer 
School grounds. and the historic 
lake, the heroic figure of Samuel 
Champlain, a monument to cost 
$50.000 is to be erected. For this 
much credit is due to Mr. John B. 
Riley, chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the School, Platts 
burg, N.Y., who together with Se
nator James J, Frawlcy and As
semblyman James Foley, and many 
other prominent Catholics, have done 
much to make it possible.

To the Ht. Rev. Mgr. D. J. Mc
Mahon, who has presided over the 
notable session to the Rev. Thomas 
McMillan, C.S.P., who prepared the 
fine lecture schedule, to the officers 
and the trustees of the School who 
without compensation labor to make 
so much possible, the gratitude not 
alone of the patrons of the school, 
but all Catholics is due.

Thc lectures this week were de
livered by Denis A. McCarthy, Asso
ciate Editor of the Sacrod Heart 
Review, Boston, who spoke on Irish 
Wit and Humor, An Hour of Irish 
Poetry, an Hour of Irish Folklore, 
and A Poet’s Outlook on Life.
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It is Wise to Prevent Disorder.— 
Many causes lead to disordersjpf the 
stomach and few are free from 
.them At the first manifestation 
that the stomach amd liver are not 
performing their functions, a course 
of Pannelee’s Vegetable Pills should 
be tried, and it will be found that 

..the digestive organs will speedily re
sume healthy action. Laxatives and 
sedatives are mo blended in these 
pille that no other preparation could 
be so effective se they.

New Chapel for Port 
Kent.

Generous Gift of Former Montreal 
Resident.

Never in «the history of Port Kent, 
has that pretty little village looked 
brighter than it did on Monday last 
when its inhabitants and t/bose of 
the surrounding country dunned their 
holiday attire and joined the num
erous summer visitors from the va
rious hotels at the laying of the 
corner stone of the new Sacred 
Heart Chapel on tho lake front.

This beautiful edifice, erected 
through the munificence ,if Mrs. Ed
ward Rowan, of New York, is in 
pure Gothic style, made substanti
ally of rubble stone and was design
ed by Mr. Elliott Lynch, architect, 
of Fifth avenue. New York. Callanan 
Brothers, of Keesvillc, were the 0011- 
traçtoijRand carried out their im- 
portantra-ork in the most satisfac
tory manner.

Shortly after two o’clock the 
guests commenced to assemble and 
by three o’clock fully five hundred 
people had gathered around the 
church.

The Reverend Doctor Driscoll, D. 
D., D.C.L., of Plattsburg, who offi
ciated, was attended by Father 
O’Riolley, of Keceville, Father 
O’Rielley of. Norwich, Conn., Fa
thers Murphy. Duffy, Flood, Pierce, 
Nolan. English. O’Rourke, and iwvo- 
ral others. The Rt. Rev. Monsignor 
McMahon, of the Catholic SunSmer 
School, was also present.

The ceremony of laying t,he corner 
stone was most impressive, the Rov. 
Doctor robed in his sacred ’ vestments 
and assisted by 1er, distinguished 
churchmen as acolytes, chanted the 
Litany of the Saints most solemnly.

Mrs! Richards, of Plattsburg, was 
the organist, amd Miss Fdith Rowan 
rendered Gounod's "Ave Maria hi a

Bee that ll

hag er barrel 
fee buy

CANADA

most charming manner. Mr. Clarenc.- 
McGuire, of Keesvillc, sang Cardinal 
Newman's “Lead. Kindly Light,” in 
hia usuall finished style.

The oration delivered by Dr. Dris
coll was truly a masterpiece of eru
dition, and those present were sim
ply carried away by his learning and 
eloquence, and tho forceful ness with 
which he expounded the sacred , 
truths of the Catholic Church.

A copper cose was placed in the :
cornel stone containing many articl 

of interest, including a complete net 
of the new 1909 coins, newspapers, 
etc., also the names of tho generous 
donors of the altars, windows, vest
ments and church furnishings Tin* 
handsome silver trowel which Dr. 
Drisooll used was presented to him 
by Mr. and Mrs. Rowan as a memen
to of the occasion.

After the churctv- celebration all 
were invited to partake of refresh- ( 
ments, which were served on tho 
lawn of “Grcystono," the summer 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ro- !

•A recherche luncheon was served in 
the large dining room which was 
embowered with yellow and white 
blooms, and the wants of the guests f 
were well looked after by a staff , 
of waiters from Hotel Champlain, , 
Bluff Point, who were kindly given 1 
leave for this particular occasion.

Mr. and Mrs. Rowan are former 
residents of Montreal. and have 
many friends here.

Had Stomach Cramps
Would Roll on the 
Floor in /Agony.

EMBARRASSING.

A rather pompous-looking deacon 
in a certain city Church .vas asked | 
to take charge of a class of boys 
during the absence of tho regular 
teacher. While endeavoring to im- i 
press upon thedr young minds the j 
importance of living a Christian life j 
the following question was pro
pounded:

“Why do people call me a Chris
tian, children?" the worthy digni
tary asked, standing very erect and 
smiling down upon them.

"Because they don’t know you.” 
was the ready answer of a bright
eyed tittle boy, responding to the 
Ingratiating smile with one equally 
guileless and winning.—Llppinoott's

Mr. Wm.
builder, Owen Sournï, Ont., writesh— 
4 Having read some of the testimonials 
of cures effected by Dr. Fowler’s Extras* 
of Wild Strawberry, I thought it advis
able to say a word of praise for its merits.

Some years ago I was much troubled 
with stomaçh trouble and cramps. I 
used to roll on the Aeon in agony, and ob 
one occasion I went into a faint aftes 
suffering intensely for four hours. A 
short time after this, in driving to tow», 
I was attacked again and had to lie down 
in my rig, seeking relief.

"When I reached the drug store I 
asked the druggist for a quick remedy 
and laid behind the counter until relief 
came. The remedy I received from the 
druggist was Dr. Fowler’s Extract of 
Wild Strawberry. Whenever, after thsh 
time, I felt cramps coming on, I found 
speedy relief in the above mentioned 
remedy, and I am now cured of this 
dreadful malady. The bottle is small, 
but its contents effect a marvelous cure. 
I can recommend it highly for the cun 
of cramps.”

Dr. Fowler’s Extract of Wild Straw* 
berry has been on the market for 64 yean. 
It is not a new and untried remedy. 
Ask for it and insist on getting what yew 
ask for. Refuse substitutes. They’n 
dangerous.

Price 35 cents. Manufactured only to 
The T. Milbum Co., Limited, Toronto, 0*»

SO HE WAS.

A teacher had told thc class of 
thc wonderful voyage of Columbus 
and how be insisted on continuing 
the voyage after the other men were 
clamoring to return- Then she asked: 
“Who was Columbus?" with the 
view of hearing how well they bad 
followed her talk.

One little hand went up.
“Well, Johnny, who was he?**The «nee with which corns and 

*rta mn be rewroxed bv Holloway's I asked tho teacher.
Core i« Ms strongest recoin- "Columbus was the gem ofCore

ation- It fails ocean," was the answer.


