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“WESTERN COLARION

e

Problems of The New Conference

HE Washington Conference has, Godlike, sus.
pended its labbrs and refers its more practic

able decisions to Geénoa.

““publie opinion.”” At any rate, it is

much

pleasant to ‘firmly resolve to find a solution for the

European problem’

than in the somewhat strained atmosphere of the

‘greatest democracy

be ““wanted’’ by the diplomats

The economi

ou Europe, dividing. rending, shattering all society
I 4 g i

m the eallous struegle for commercial

threatening, more and more mnsistently, the whole

ohity of commeres lentative suggestions and pro
poiat; g

posals are put forward

U. S. of Europ: All such proposals ultimately re
solve irto a scientifie

aiming, more or less, at a

exploitation of Buropean peo

ples by Allied capital. But the beginning is contin

ually voided by the unscrupulous ambitions of the

Allies themselves Commerece and profit are the con

erete expressious of npationalism and individualism,

and in the present stage of social development, guch

relics of ancient a-tualities are prolific with increas-

Ing dissensionrs.
But shifting the scene of discussion, does not exor

ecise the productive cause. That cause is constant,

developing from its own mertia, its inevitable ge

quence of results. Delay, but fortifies the trouble

and renders its fateful progeny more imminent. In

the European question. Britain and France are op-
posing powers. Stripped of war morality, they face
each other in defenee of palpable, and urgent neces
sity. Both are dominant with prestige, both are try
mg to stave off bankruptey, both are unde

American Imperialism

r hond to
To clear her feet from en-
tangling social chaos. Iirllmn required world wide

interconnection of trade 3ut that requires a re

stored Germany, Soviet and Oriertal
tranquility.

Rut France wants the map o
—La Belle France—-ie

recognition,

f Europe of one color
the domination of Enrope
Domination means power, and power means the con
That is why the coal of
the Rubr is needful to the iron of Briery ; that is why-
Silesia fell to Poland—the minion of France. That

i8 why thc bridgcheads of the Rhine are in French

trel of the means of power

ACTION FOR UNEMPLOYED.

Continued from page 2.

duty of a revolationary body to lead the workers in

these everyday struggles and to converge and co-or-

dinate their innumerable lines of aetion into one
great stream of revolutionary progress flowing on
to the social revolution.

Let the first of these two postulates for the time

be'ng pass for what it is worth, while our masters

with the powers of State and the power of extending

credits if need he, seek to negate it. But against the

He would be indeed
& conceited revolutionist who would suppose that
he was necessarily capable of leading the workers
in their evervday struzgles and that the workers
would be willing to he led by him. The mass of
thke worksrs so refuse to be led by anyone of their
class as to beleng to no organization. Most of those
who are organized will not stand for radical leader-
ship; they even resist radical membership, for rad-
ieals are irritating. Besides, to be honest with our-
selves, the revolutionary element, Jumpihg sueces-

second I mnst plare critieism.

A camouflage,
blending beautifully with the perennial verdancy of
more

under the genial skies of Italia,

Besides, the new venue is
at the heart of immediate trouble. and Italy, fhay

substanee of victory presses sorely

supremacy,

hands, why the Supreme
long by France, and why France
that domination is countered

That is also

another serap of paper)

with Eastern oil, prospect, and

offer & needful *‘base’’ to France in the Levant:

The French policy of recognition of Czarist debts
by the Soviet Government isolates Russia—a policy,

iong countenanced by Britain in the hope of erush
ing that
which
open contlict with Britain
est entai's }

haunt of tyrangiy,”’—and by

Nnow

And conflicting .inter
preparcdness
signally at Washington to chieay
sternly

cenfronted with European economics Eu

rope being in deht to America is. of course, under the

thumb of her ereditor. and Aimne
at all to the liking of her
moeratic endeavor

But the

quondam associates in de

calm necessity of economic
takes no account of legal debt

t1:d transforins it into an actual handicap. Be

caase, not gold alone. but trade (goods, bills and

hands) is wealth
the prestige of the circulating medium, and bank
ruptey falls alike on debtor and creditor.
quently the

Conse-
““open door,”” heloved of America, can
not awaken any sympathetic

Trade

response in her com

mercial competitors.

where and how they
will, is their common necessity, and trade they must,
be it never go dancerous, and the claim of the ered

itor 18 thus weakened hy the very urge of the debtor
to meet his obligations.

Britain strives with redonbled subtlety—vet with
& necessary increase of repressive force—to regain
her normal financial supremacy, and with

compar
ative success

America she consoles with flattering
sentiments, while she turns her carnest attention to
the immediate enemy at her gates, and in all prob
ahility, derives additional strength and assurance
from ‘the suspicions engendered at Washington to

combat her rapacions rivals She-is at one with
question, for a similar
the destruction of trade
thouch consenting to a reductic
1118 perhavs reluctant. for

ing is a key indnstry in

\merica on the submarine

reason carriers, and al-

n 1n capital tonnage
while costly, shipbnild
Britain, and anv reduction
there weakens her in the strucole for existence
strong with militarism. wide
' the open sera. stalwart against g

more assured with her new

iron and seemingly confident

Acginst her is France ;

stricken Europe,
possessions of ceal and

of her strength in the

problems cf the workers, have sur ly shown no cap

ability for leade rship, unless we confuse the securing

of a smali followine with capability

for leading.
There is further objeetion %0 be made. The labor
mouvement 1in all its various phases does not lend it-
self to co-ordination. to unity of purpose. Let us

look at some examples. In some places progressive

workers are urging a thirty hour week; elsewhere
equally progressive masters are enforcing a thirty
hour week as short time, and the slaves gre kicking
How here are the actionists to co-ordina‘e these el-

foris? Again, the tale has reached me that in a

certain city the different tailoring establishments, in
union assembled, voted for a reduction in wages:
one very capable cutter, who was opposed, how-
ever, to cutting his own wages, approached the boss
for increase-and got it; he was practically hranded
a traitor by his union for not adhering to their policy.
Where's the room for unity of purpose? One could
fill reams with similar instances. The entire labor
movement presents itself as an immense accumula-
tion of contradictory activities, and in it there can

sively to the most diverse policies on the everyday _be no unifled action without cloging off half of the -

Council was dominated so
withdraws when
why
France is en rapport with the Turk (the violation of

1 h&‘][m to maveh the S.
W. frontier of Russia: brings France into contact

resource.—and may

reparations,
1solate Germany. comes at last] into

The Allies, having failed

en warfare, are now
rica pipes a tune not

circulation

lm]x-ml, 1t opposes

If circulafhn swps with it stops

nte 18 an impossibility
one; no echerence for the other

of
forces of progress

sion of finanecial frenzies

than

ander capitalism. W

present

yrains

Near East, fatefully tray elling in 1922 the tortuous
paths of 1912. So perhaps do they pay court to the
brunette 'senora of the groves—which that
opportunist and frankly calculating dame may in
good time upset. For to her the Mediterranean lit-
toral is a goodly country
like Jehavoh—is no respecter of persons.

To reconstruct Enrope

(‘h‘v't‘

ind mechanieal power—

n terms of capital, means
credit—not the cancellation of indebtedness. To
But

how can Britain, whose ixterests are in a restored
Germany and a with

the restoration of

establish eredit it to establish trade relations.

productive Russia, consort

France, whose interests are

French finance, i.e., a disinherited Germany and an

altogether un-Soviet

Russia! And will—can—Amer-
1ca leave Europe alone? If America refuses further
credits, she will find herself all the quicker involved
in the entanglemeunts she is so fain to avoid For

)"'fnru’w_ l=ft to stew in its own Juice, becomes (seem-

ingly) the vassal of Franee exploited for the up

building of a French ““Uber Alles.’ Thus cut off
from common capitalist expansion 1t limits the ac

tivities of the rest; augments industrial chaos and
march of the red god in the Pacific. On

the other hand, if eredit reiations are advanced, the

h;nl»-l‘.\ the

industrial stagnation may be partially and tempor
arily relicved, but Europe becomes then the vassal
of the ‘““great west’’: her capitahsts, but ereditors’
agents; her vanquished Germany (necessitously re-
ane Soviet
admitted to the new comity of trade

Lope of France

lieved) Russia (implicitely victorious)

and the last
flickers out

The latter course would seem the more obvious.
Commenreial interest,
and

secmingly converge on this direction

national equity. Imperialist

ambition (so-called) humanitarian sentiment
And France,
For the
eccnomic of today is a vastly different complex
from its ancestor of previous days. Then the battle
of nationalist suprem-
acy, with scope for advancing accumulation. Now

1t 18 the naked Imperialism of international capital,

feemng, prepares to meet it. albeit in vain

was for the gilded “‘glory”™’

straddling the world in completed development. of
mechancial triumph, and social antagonisms

Em-

pire faces empire in deadly rivalry and mmplacable
necessity

Exist together thev cannot: to amalgam-
There is no room for the
; no possible ground
common action against the rapidly imngathering

And blindly, in the mad confu

the nations go. probably
—to their last aceounting of war. but certainly to

disaster, and through disaster to the democracy of
proletarian supremacy

lines of action

We are wage-slaves and cannot afford to be other

realists. We are, being class conscious, unit-

ed with our fellow slaves to secure better conditions

realize the hopelessness of

any material jmproyement of our conditions, but at
the same t:me we realize the necessily of keeping up

the fight. In all our strugeles conflicting policies

tiemselves. What are we to

do? One

thing, and orly one thing is possible—to use our

It may be poor equipment; but it’s all we

have to use. Stereoty ped orders cven though they
come by radio from Moscow, eannot help us. In all
matters of policy, in the conflict of craftism and in-
dustrialism, of nationalism and internationalism, we
can only apply what knowledge we have of the sys-
tem to the situation, and strive to increase our
knowledge to make it more useful; and above all
tkings to kecp the realism clear before us, to show
our fellow-workers what it is that is worth fighting
for. To make our fellow-worker a Socialist is of
more importance than drating up twenty perfeet
constitutions.

F. W.T.
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