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PARADISE LOST.

ORTUNATELY, the imp of perversity

did not urge us toward the chureh

where Mrs. Snowden broadcasted, her
full dress prejudices against those tyrannic-
cal Russians the other night. We read the
tenour of her very respectable plaint in the
columns of the press and we are to congra-
tulate ourselves at times that out receiving
set has not yet materialized.

We gather fsom the press that Mrs.
Snowden, outwardly, is pleasantly voieed
and handsome, ard that inwardly she has a
plexus of prejudice against any state of af-
fairs which 18 not attuned to her likin,
however progressive, constructive, or w
ordered it may be. In some respects she is,
by desire, patterned in the intellectual

groove alon which travels the mind of her
husband, ilip Snowden. He, however,
has it to his credit that he is somewhat of a
matter of fact man, and if his prejudices are
strong he strives to sipport them by matter
of fact methods. Witness his uncounted
speeches on the British Budget—from the
days when he was a volunteer apprentice
Chancellor to the day of his adoleseence
when he stepped into office. He has always
been a discipl€ of security and, coneerning
relations with Russia it was always evident
that with him security—at anyrate offi-
cially patterened, however real-—came first,
and the broad hmuan touch second. Mrs.
Snowden, in telling her years’ old tale about
her trip to Russia has had her feelings ruf-
fled by the things she saw and did not un-
derstand. A much better drawing-room
viewpoint of Russian affairs than that giv-
en by Mrs. Snowden has been given by Prof.
Sarolea of Edinburgh University. He spe-
cializes in languages and literature, conse-
quently surface appearances in conduet and
culture attract more attention from -him
than the tedious work of investigating the
undercurrents in social life,—exports, im-
ports, factors in production, housing, com-
parative prices, reconstruction or-. i)reak-
down, from whatever cause, in any indus-
trial avenue. The ap ce of distress is
enough with such people, whose culture is
but skin deep, to condemn any administra-
tion and' the code of its operations with
which they are unfamiliar, atfirst glance.
1t is munfest that neither Professor Saro-
lea nor Mrs. Snowden go very deeply into
the whys and wherefores of the awful sor-
didness of their own British social group-
ings, and if they are not very comprehen-
sive in that field them impressions abroad
are of very little va'ue.

Irregetwe of Mrs. Snowden’s old
Russia we understand the
ma Union delepﬁ recently re-
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But don’t say a word about mnghnd.

UNEMPLO

I' is perhaps because the area 'of their ad-

ministrative operatlons is 80 restricted

that municipal councils betray a- very
narrow vnewpoint when dealing with the
persistent question of unemployment Be-
vause seasonal faetors increase or diminish
the magnitude of employment, at this sea-
son when the unemployed are mere in evi-
dence than at other times and when they
camp on the doorsteps of the civic fathers,
the quality of aldermanic wisdom and the
width of its outlook is brought forth in
startling bareness. Locally, while hungry
men are now and then grudgiugly given a
crust or an impossible pile of rock to useles-
sly break by hand labor, this meagre charity
is dispensed in the proper and hungry
spirit, and virtuously and condescendingly.

The men are always called drifters, and the ~

City always, although it likes to have .on
hand some surplus labor, refuses to recog-
nise that surplus labor is necessary to the
system as we have it.

Looking over some reports on unemploy-
ment published by the International-Fed-
eration of Trade Unions, we find that in
‘their month of December returns there have
been shown increases of unemployment.
This, of course, affecting certain trades, is
‘‘seasonal,”’ but the volume of unemploy-
mént is always large these days anyway.
We publish these figures in anothef coiumn,
and would call attention to the fact that
they refer principally to members of trade
unions. There is a vast unemployed army
outside of the organiged trades at all times.
Our village pump aldermen would say they
were all drifters. -

We suspect, however, that these days
even city aldermen are aware of the fact
that unemployment is an essential feature
of the system of wage labor employment as
we have it today. The problem before the
armies of unemployed here, there and
everywhere else is at which door to grumble
loudest and from which department, Feder-
al, Provincial or Municipal they are to seek
recognition for the immediate relief any
such situation compels them to demand.

ALBERTA NOTES.
Business meeting of Local Calgary, 8. P. of C. is
held every Second Tuesday at 8 p.m.
Eoonomics COlass every Thursday at 8 p.m.
Address: 134a, 9th Ave, West, Calgary, Alblrtt.
; Bnrybody Weloom.

LESTOR ON THE PRAIRIE.

Comrade Lestor is again on a propaganda tour,
at present in Alherta. Al comrades there will, we
hope, give him every assistance in the furtherance of
the work of propanganda. :
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. Russia, no dount, is a-far ery rrom Pars- :
dise.

where the economie cudi dulo the curreney stab-
ilization Teached its hd‘llt in: “August last, after
which ‘the sutumn months showed a eomsiderable
decrease in nnemployment, November agsin showed
a slight inerease. Hungary and Roumania sre go-
ing throngh bad times on acecount of the deflation
poliey of their governments, so that there is a good
deal of unemployment in both. The following sur-
vey shows the respective degrees of unemployment
in different countries during the elosing months of
1924 —

Australia —According to the reports of 412 trade
unions, with-a total membership of 403,960, at the
end of September, 38482, or 9.5 per cent. of their
members were unemployed. The corresponding fig-
ures for the end of June, 1924, were 32,708 and 8.3
per eent., and for the end of September, 1923, 28,122
and 7.4 per cent.

Austria.—The number of unemployed in receipt
of benefit rose during the first half of December
from 115,000 to 130,000. On November 25th, 88,237
persons were in - reeeipt of unemployment benefit,
and at the end of November. 1925, 77,550,

Belgium.—Aecording to the reports of 1,492 re-
cognized Unemployment Fund Centres, with a total
membership of 612,230, 18,444 members were either
wholly unemployed or «oing part-time work at the
cnd of October, against 19,488 in the previous month
and 12,691 at the end of October, 1923.

Oanada.—Aeccording to information reeeived
from trade unions with a membership of about 155,-
000, at the end of October 6.8 per ecent. of the mem-
bers were unemployed, agaiust 5.9 per cent. in the
previous month, and 5.2 per cent. at the end of Oe-
tober, 1928.

Ozecho-Slovakia.—Aecording to the official stat-
isties the total mamber of unemployed at the end of
September was 73,006, against 78,774 in the previous
month. The number of persous in receipt of unem-
ployment benefit directly from the State was 7,418,
against 8491 in August; while those receiving bene-
fit through the eonecerns numbered 15,590, against
17.714 in Aungust.

Denmark —Aecording to the statistics oi the
trade unions which sent in rcports, 84,347, or S.6 per
percentage of unemployeed at the end of November
was 8.6 aBainst 6.5 in the previous month and 11.4
at the end of November, 1923. In the middle of De-
cember there were 27,518 applicants for work in the
whole eountry, against 25892 in the previous week,
and 32,000 in the middle of December, 1923.

Finland. —According to the statisties of the La-
bour Exchanges of the larger towns, the number of
unemployed registered at the Labour Exchanges on
the 8th November was 1,803, against 1,289 in Oeto-
ber, and 779 at the end of November, 1923. :

France.—The number of persons registered at
the Labor Exchanges on Nov 29, 11,868 (7,750 men
and 4,113 women) against 10,485 at the end of Oet.,
and 9703 at the endofNovemPer,1923. Thenum-
\ber of unemployed in receipt of benefit on December
4th was 479, against 415 at the end of Nomber
1923.

of ‘benefit was on Devember 1st, 436449, : against
426,72Q0n November 15th, that is to asy; there has
been an increase of 2.8 per cent. Reports from 42
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