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purposes of allorestation, lIreland s Tan
any other part of the kingdom, thanke
amount of preliminary work that has
On behalf of scientific rescarch ap

for the
ahead 0l
to the large

peen done
plied to apriculture, a claim of £75,000 was put

forward, and 1t s understood that the principle
involved has been approved, and that the project
is likely to materialize in the near future ILast
Iy, £10,0060 was asked for Irish fisheries ; this,
I;O\W‘\“’V may not be got without great difliculty
Still, the other three grants “get through'
all right, it would be, perhaps, not fair to com-
plain. « KMERALD 15LEK

The Sayings and Doings of
Donald Ban.
By Peter McArthur.
« yes,' ' said Donald Ban, ‘1 was at the sale
to-day, and, to tell you the truth, I would rather
been at a funeral. The sale meant the

have ]
death of a home, and, to my thinking, that s
worse than the death of a man who had hved

to the fullness of his days. When old Peter
Shiras was buried last spring, I was sorry to
lose an old neighbor, but he was well on to
ninety, and nothing else could be expected. To-
day nhis sons sold the farm and-everything belong
m;;r to him, and that means the end of Old Peter
and nis hopes.

«1le moved into the country before 1 was
born, and there is not a field on the farm that
he didn’'t clear with his own hands. The fences
are all built from rails that he split, and as I
walked over the place to-day I could see traces of
the old man everywhere 1 went e wrote his
life-history on every acre. I couldn’'t help smil-
ing when I looked at the ends of the rails, for I
could tell by the bite that he had cut every one
of them. He never got to be a good man with
he had been brought up as a sailor.

the axe, for
ite strength than by

He did his work more by bru

skill, but he did his work. Many's the joke they
used to tell about him and his wife in the old
days, but I have forgotten most of them. Still,

there was one thing. He seemed to think that if
anything went wrong, from a button coming oft
his overalls, to the roof blowing off his barn, it
could be fixed by putting a nail in it. A nail
was his cure-all for everything. He never could
understand machinery, and after his boys went ofl
to college, he always had to have a hired man
to run his mower and self-binder. If anything
went wrong, Peter would come yelling across the
field :

< «Can’t you put a nail in it ?’

““ But he didn't like to be joked about it I
eshing, when a pinion

remember one time, at a thr
The threshers were

broke in the old horse-power.
trying to fix things up, and Peter was standing
watching them, fretting and fussing because the
work had stopped and everybody was idle. After
a while, Tom Hyse stuck his head out of the mow
and yelled :

““‘Oh, Peter !’

‘ “‘What do you want 92’ snarled the old man.

‘Can’t you put a nail in it 2’

“1 actually thought the old man would climb
up the side of the barn to get at Tom, he was SO
mad.

““ But though he was a hard driver on his
men. and close with his money, it was a matter
of pride with him that at no time of the day or
night was his table without food on it. Every-
to his house was expected to eat,
and to have a cup of hot tea. He had come to
the new world to get a home, and his home was
to be a place of hospitality. But to-day they
even sold the old table he used to sit at the end
of and ask the longest blessings that anyone ever
heard His wife was a woman like himself, and
the best joke we had when [ was a boy was the
one (hat was going around about the first time
she ate peaches. After she had eaten a couple,
the farmer she was visiting offered her a couple
more, but she said :

‘ ‘No, thank you They are Vvery
tasty. but the seeds scratch my throat.’

“ Jut T saw the end of old Peter and Janet
a lawyer, and the

one who went

nice and

to day One of their sons 18

other a doctor, and they have no need of the
farm I guess it was because their father made
farming so hard for them that they got away
from it as soon as they got the chance. Farm
ims can be made the worst kind of slavery if
ane is not careful. Still, Peter meant well. It
wi~ home-hunger that brought him to the woods,

a home he wanted to make its
foundations sure with plenty of money 1n
hank, and that made him serimp and save. e
vanted a home that would stay in his family for
venerations to come, for he knew what it meant
1ot to have a home. His forefathers for genera
o1:¢ before him knew what it meant to work
1d that belonged to other men. and the hunger
for land of their own grew in them There
hunger like land-hunger, John and if that
Japanese, as

“bat is troubling the Germans and
will keep them 1n

of the plain

and when he got

papers say it 1s, nothing
ounds It was the land hunger
nle that conquered the forests
|, and there never was # conaquest like 1t

Fvis THE 'ARMER'S ADVOCATE.

. and the stubborn earth

old auctioneers

nothing to do with the sale at all. 1 was stand-

|u‘u}lln' ol this
‘Iow much do yvou want for those three two-

“You can have them for forty dollars each.’
‘I'1l take them, says he, and he passed over
just as quick as 1 have told it, but that was not
About an hour after 1 met

“ “That was a quick sale yvou made.’
he grumbled
asked for more, I might have got it.’

““ When I met Dan, I said, ‘1t didn’t take you
those steers.’ :
he growled. “If T hadn’t been in such
it e, a hurry I might have beaten him down a couple

Did you ever hear of such foolishness ? The
man who was selling got the price he thought was
right, and the man who bought them knew
were worth what he gave, and yet both were dis-
It is a strange world we live in.

Having unburdened himself of his talk, Donald
Ban took up his paper, put on his spectacles, and
settled down in the hig armchair for the rest of
the avening.

gained control of his temper.
““ Well, they sold out everything that belonged
to old Peter Shiras, from the sea-chest he brought

with him when he came to the farm, to the name-

of stufl that e
Rot in the Potatoes.

Ottawa issued a bulletin
Nov. 11th on the crops of Canada, as prepared
from reports made up to the end of October.

The closing months of the year give good re-
ports for nearly all of the field crops of the Do-
Potatoes alone indicate partial failure,
and in all the Provinces there are complaints of
rot in the fields and in the heaps for winter stor-
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Cost of Horse Power.
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