152 THE SOWER.

comes t0 know God at all, it is with God it wants
peace. We are content naturally to have it without
God, but now it cannot have peace without God. We
may try to distract the mind, but let the thought of
God come in, and all our peace is gone. Now it
must have peace with God, conscience must he per-
fectly satistied that God is satistied. It may be
labouring to satisfy God itself, for a time under law,
but when really awakened and in earnest it soon tinds
that this it cannot do, and yet it feels that He must
be satistied. Do you think that if I have offended a
father I can be happy without the certainty of his
being satisfied ? The conscience takes satisfying God

as the measure of right and wrong. There is no
peace till then. Then all is peace. Tl n it does not
care though all the world is against It does not
care for chacacter. It is conscience e soul cares for.

Now it can be honest about itself and acknowledge

itself to be what it is. There is also a quiet sense of
being i:i favour. There is the heart’s assurance of
having perfect peace with God. Now there is not a
cloud on my soul before God, for conscience has ben
cleansed in the fountain opened. I have been there
alone with God and all has been opened up and the
whole thing has been settled. His love I know, and
know just where T most needed to know it—about
my sins—and that is peace. It is not trying to get
on the hest way I can and hoping that God will over-
look the rest ; no, it is with the knowledge of good
and evil and with it peace in God’s presence. It is
not a negative thing merely, but something positive,
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