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Junior Department

Oonducted by REV. 8. T. BARTLETT, Colborne, Ont.,
Vice-President in charge of the Junior League section of
General Sunday-S8chool and Epworth League Board. He
favites correspondence from all Junior League workers Lo
add interest to this Department of the Exa.

Love’s Hey

Just to be tender,

Just to be true,

Just to be glad the whole day through.
Just to be merciful,

Just to be mild,

Just to be trustful as a child,

Just to let love be our dally key,

This is God’s will for you and me.

Just to be gentle and kind and sweet,
Just to be helpful with willing feet;
Just to be cheery when things go wrong,
Just to drive sadness away with a song,
Just to let love be our daily key,

This 1s God’s will for you and me.

Whether the hour be dark or bright
Just to be loyal to God and right,
Ever to stand temptation’s test,
Just in His promises to rest,

Just to let love be our dally key,
This is God’s will for you and me.

Memory Facts in the Life of
hrist

Home ReaviNos.
87. The blind men near Jericho. Mark
10. 46-52.

11?. Conversion of Zaccheus. Luke 19,

89. Anointing at Bethany by Mary.
Mark 14, 3.9,

90. The triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem. Mark 11, 1-11.

91. Second cleansing of the Temple.
Mark 11. 15-19.
‘1943. The widow's two mites, Mark 12,

44,

93. Greeks seeking Jesus. John 12,
20-36.

94. Last discourses. Matt. chaps, 24, 25

95. Plot between Judas and the Priests.
Luke 22. 1-6.

96. The Last Supper. Matt. 26. 17-35,

Too much cannot be said in praise of the
work done by Lorne and Gladys Keeling,
of Cargill, Ont, in following up these
studies all through the past year. They
have been diligent and regular in their
preparation, and Mr. Bartlett esteems it a
pleasure to thus congratulate them. They
will be suitably “ booked” by Dr. Crews
in due time. Quite a lot of our Juniors
started ~with these studies, some kept
them up for months; but only the two
named above have answered all to date,
They are good students,

Weekly Topics

Feb. 19.—The story of a covenant. Ex.
24. 1-8; Ps. 105. 8-10.
Howme ReADINGS.
Mon,, Feb. 13—The angel guide. Ex. 23.

Tues., Feb. i4.—God'l promise. Ex, 28,
Wed., Feb. 15.—God's command. Bx. 23,
Thur., :é‘esli 16.—More promises. BEx. 23.
Fri,, F!ezb. sl;.—Wron; covenants. Ex. 23.

Sat., Feb. 18—Our League Covenant, 2.
Chron. 15. 12,

Sun, Feb. 19.—Topic. The story of a
covenant. Lessons as above,

(This week’s meeting should be de-
voted to the Pledge. A thorough study
of it should be made with the Junlors.
Suggestive material may be found in the
Junior League Handbook. Look it up
and prepare for a good meeting.)

A covenant is simply an agreement
made between parties who promise each
other that they will be true to one an-
other, God had n.ade “‘an everlasting
covenant” with his people. That is, he
had said, “ I will never break my coven-
ant (promise) with you" (Judges 2. 1),
The people had covenanted (promised)
together with God that they would * be
obedient” (Ex. 24. 7). How God kept
his promises may be seen by the words
of Joshua in Joshua 23. 14: “, . . not
one thing hath failed thereof.” But the
record of the people’'s failures is often
read. They did not always prove true to
their promise. Do we ? Are we better
to-day than they were so long ago ? They
ought to have done better. We ought to
do better. But that word “ought” does
not take first place in our minds, Why ?
That is the great problem to solve in
your meeting to-day. Why do not boys
and girls, men and women, always per-
form their vows? There are many rea-
sons, and they will be readily suggested
by the members if you help them a little,
e.g.: 1. Thoughtlessness.  Sometimes
young people are too quick to make a
promise. They do not fully realize how
sacred and important a thing it is to say,
“T will” The careful Superintendent
will not discourage any from becoming
active members; but will be careful that
all who do, have been taught the claims
and terms of the Pledge. And it is very
desirable that the dual signature to the
pledge card (the parent’s as well as the
child’s) be obtained. (2) Indifference.
Many grow careless in the course of time,
and the claims of present obedience are
not felt as they were when the covenant
was fresh and new. But it is a perpetual
covenant, to be renewed every day and
observed one day at a time. If this is
borne in mind, each day's duties will be
performed regularly, and the mind be
kept full of the importance of doing * all
that the Lord hath said.” (3) Compro-
mise. Too often this spirit prevails. We
do not want to do everything, and that
Soon means that we do nothing. We
cannot pick and choose. “ Whatever he
would like to have me do,” is the condi-
tion we have accepted, and we must not
wish to do only the easy things and leave
the hard ones undone. That was what
the Israelites too often did. They eaid,
“We cannot.” Don’t we also? But it
really means, “We will not” For we
must not forget what Paul sald, “I can
do all things through Christ that
strengtheneth me.” We are to go on
“trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for
strength.” (4) Procrastination. We all
know what it is to “put off.” To-mor-
row never comes. It is always to-day,
and if we fall to do to-day what belongs
to it, we will likely keep putting off, and
the work never be done. To-day's duties
are never made easier by putting off. The
rewards of keeping this covenant are
many; but we should not look only for
them. We should act truly because we
are trye. We should not obey God just
to get to heaven by and by; but to enjoy
life and its blessings here and now,
There is no real joy outside of obedience,
and our obedience is the proof of our
love to Christ. (John 14. 16; 15, 14.)
Make it clear in concluding your study
that it is easy to obey only when we
love. If we truly love Christ we will de-
light to do his will; but if we are trying
to do something out of fear it will be
hard and joyless. (Tell how a little girl
answered a questioner. She was seen
struggling along through the mud carry-
ing a child. The girl had about all she
could do to manage her load. A lady
observing her, said, “He must be very
heavy for you to carry, isn't he ?” “ Q) %
no !” replied the girl. ““ he's my brother.”
Her love for her baby brother made his
welght light to her even though he was
really all she could carry.) “The love
of Christ constraineth me,” we all should
be able to say.

Feb. 26.—A story of a golden calf. Ex
82. 1-6, 15-20.

Home ReADINGS.

Mon., Feb. 20.—Aaron's sin. Ex. 32. 1-6,
Tues, Feb. 21.—As God saw it. Ex. 32,
7-10.

Wed., I-‘eb: 22.~The prayer of Moses, Ex.
82, 1114,

Thur,, Feb. 23.—Moses and the golden
calf, Ex. 32. 15-20.
Fri,, Feb. 24.—Aaron’s excuse. Bx. 82, 21-

4.
Sat., Feb. 25.—The punishment. Ex. 82.
25-35.

Sun, Feb. 26.—Topic. A story of a
golden calf. Lesson as above.

This topic is a striking illustration of
the failure of the people to remember
their promise made to God, as we saw in
last week’s study. When Moses was
away from them they soon grew in-
different. How easy it is to forget. But
the trouble is that though they forgot
God they did not remain without gods.
Explain to your Juniors that it is not a
choice between the true and only God
and no god; but between the true and
the false. We all have our_gods; but
many do not worship and serve the true
God. Something takes the place of our
Heavenly Father in our affections and
service if we forget or forsake him. The
calf of the people which Aaron made for
them represents all kinds of idols to us.
But it matters not what it is, if we prefer
it to God it is an idol. And what folly
it 1s for us to expect any of these things
to do us any . What could the
golden calf do for the children of Israel?
Nothing but disappointment can come at
last from idolatry. God only is able to
do for us what we really need. Do not let
us forget him. Explain that the Israel-
ites were following a bad example in
asking Aaron to “ make gods” for them.
They were copying the evils of the
Egyptians, God had brought them out
of that land of toil and misery, and had
told them to leave forever the bad habits
of the people down there; but it was not
easy for them to break awa- forever
from their past evil companions. (The
point is for our children to keep good
company and not form habits that will
be hard to break off in after years.) The
sin of the people was great, for they
acted as if God had never made his word
known to them, and as if he had never
promised to bless them in their faithful-
ness to them. Perhaps they did not
stop to think just what they were really
doing. “Stop and think” is a good
motto. If we remember it we will be
saved from many temptations and sins.
And then see how utterly their idol god
failed them. What could the calf do any-
way ? When Moses came down from the
Mount and saw what was done, the
Divine anger was shown and the sin
must be repented of or evil must follow,
So it always is. There 18 no such thing
as turning away from God without loss,
“Be sure your sin will find you out.”
It does not say, “ Be sure your sin will
be found out” You are the one to be
found out, and the sin will be shown to
be a vain and helpless thing when you
most need help. Only God could lead
the people of Israel through the wilder-
ness. Only he can lead us through this
world safe to the Heavenly Canaan. . .
So this lesson shows us many important
lessons, and we will be wise to say from
our hearts of God, “Him only will we
serve,” . . Bhow how the know-
ledge the people had of God added to
their sin before him in choosing the
golden calf. So it is with us. We know.
We are to do what we know. To know
and do not is sinful. To know what we
ought to do and do something else is
idolatry, even if we never set up a
visible idol before us. How glad we

should be that we do know, for the
knowledge of God’s will and the doing of




