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Cruising for the Cross.
By Ruv. C. AL 8. Daight,
Coprright, agos, by Amecrican Traet Society.
CHAPTER XX,

The United States armorcd esviser Americen
Fagle. Captain Zeabury, ordered to ook atter
American interests in the South Pacifie, and at
that particular time en ronte trom Panama te
Samoa via the Marguesas Fslands, wasg doggediy
churning up the waters one calm day nor loug
after the events narrated in the preceding chapt ¥,
The whole ship’s company had settled down to
the ordinary routine of lrfe on a mun-of-war at
sea, though never once was vigilance re axed

A dapper voung ensign, Robert Mcel’hegam,
walked the bridge as officer of the dock, vvety
now and then sweeping the horizon with fis
binoculars.  Presently in the far distance a sl
as seen to shimmer.  As the ermser plowed les
v onward, the distant ship was hrought into
clearer relief. As the man-of-war drew nearce
still, the strange vessel secemed to change her
course from time to tme.  “Muost Jave mop
wind out there than we bave herel” mutiered
the ensign.  Suddenly he called:

**Aloft there!”

‘‘Ave, ave, sir!”
from a jackie on the lookout in the fore-top.

“What do vou make out that c¢raft to beX*
was the return hail.

“'She's a barkantine, sit, what dan't appear ta
know her own mind, sir!" A few
more and the vessel was hronght plainly into
view.
conid be mad ont scrambling up the rigging,
hauling on the vraces, runnimg about the deck
and otherwise acting witu strange exciteinent,

*‘Messenger boy '’

A smart young apprentice tripped up the lad-
der to the bridge, and stood at attention,

“Report to the Captam and tell him with the
compliments of the ofhicer of the deck that a
barkantine is in sight on the weather bow, and
acting strangely!"" said the ensign.

The boy again saluted, ar! dehivered his mes.
sage to the marine posted o orderly before the
door of the Captain’s cabin,

Presently a gray-haired officer, who as a cadet
had fought with Farragut at Mobile Bay, strode
across the quarter-deck and wounted to the
bridge. The young ensign, saluting, explained
the situation.

*“That ship is trying to avoid us, McPherson.’
exclaimed the captain.  And then he¢ added,
quietly, ‘' But we'll give her a call!”

“Give her a few more spokes 10 port!'” ordered
the ensign, addressing the man at the wheel,
and, carrying out the captain's directions,

As soon as it hecame evidegt that the man-of-
war was bearing down upon the barkantine, the
efforts of the crew to make their escape incrcased
and every device known to expert sailors to drive
the ship through the water was employed.

“Those fellows are good sailors!'” exclaimed
Captain Zeabury, with sardonic humor.  “*They
must have been brought up on Luce's Seaman
ship!"

When, however, it became perfectly evident
to all on hoard the sail.ng vessel that the cruiser
was determined to pay them a call, all attcmpts
to get away were abandoned, avd an effort was
made to brazen out the whole affair.

With a superb curve the cruiser swept up to-
ward the barkantine and then swung slowly
around just abreast of the sailing craft

S

tloated down  {a yesponse

moments

Soon through the binoculars her crew

By this |
time the executive officer had joined the captain |
on the bridge, and the latter taking the mega-
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phove halod the shin
“What shipis thae?*

No respontse came back over the watas

f Breitontly the ercw of the strapger were lookimg |

v tor some one to act as ther sppkesman. Finally
o man tushed up te the bridge s bo managed 10
Catout back, i Fuglish which ad & decided
brague:
I “his i de Dorpnggent, Cop'e Huiley, feoa
Coloonn to Cheeloe*
CWhere i ovony Dap?* dewinded the eant ain.
AL hands deokod wlofy R ~'.ﬁlx Hevtterced
from the vook ot the strangert
Catamd by Ul L send 2 boar ahoaed of yon'*
catded the captan through themogaphone. And
iy ot tonch a brace or o hadhiosd, sicanwhile § 3
Mow your out of the water ™

by ordered the port battery cleated away, and
two Lot erows, motned by satlors and marines,
A0 Doard the strange cpait, whase Moge had leon
sispicionsly: knocked off the stern. Soon the
thoais trom thelormser woge alonsside the bark
ifllll!lh' and the swovigating Yeutenunt und Ko
st MePherson tecan askiune uncomfortatide
questions ard making nreatal soles with great
capieliny

P he whode csew were a Berepntahlo 1o King S0t
of jucn, e i pmtionler had o dark, Slavored
Vvieage, aud the Took ot g lottncaese From hiu
| the restod the wang appeattd to lake otders, A
cLncear scemed 10 be decardod as ehiet mate
swhnle a bravish looking Faoghshunn, even while
the wavat ot 18 were on board, did wat ceas
trom aistnbuting osths and Lous nong Y
shirpmates

Uiie Ponmpiese, wham e erew calted Cnpe
tain Aoteno, exhibited o ditty ser of docaments
whiclt he elaimed were the <ip's papers, making
voluble explanations as to the aheence of a lag
wihieh hie o!

i
ed, Iad been temporanly hanled
1 dow i for reparrs, and ¢ neerning the oniission of
the name on the stern - sbisel “had boen knocked
Vol Dy oa Bit of spat thrownt aganst i by the
waves "
“Fell that to the taarines®
enant as he turned on his heel.
a dozen of his men 1o follow him- while the rest
“of the marines and sailors, under McePherson,
covernd tae motley crew with their rifles—he
i (o to make g thorough search of the ship
Gts s g boat of altogetner too hine lines to
he engagedin the *Caleoota and Cheeleee trade, "
. he exclatmed jokughy o the peuy olficer follow
oy nm
In the captain’s cabin nothing was found ox
Leept some broken raminants of a meal.  In the

muttered the lient-
Then. ordering

forecastle only o few dozing Chinamen were
found.  “*Open the forward h ordered the
lient e, That was not so casy to do, Al
the U tohes were battened down as securely as if

the «u panaster had auticipated @ storny voyvage
aron o tie Horn

4 us s iip has auxiliaty engines,* semarked
Tthe bourooant CBefore we beave, we'll take a
f ook 1 the engine-room. "

At tais the Portuguese seawled horribly, and a
vicions look came in his eve But he could do
notliung, for two martnes had their rifles leveled
on i

At last the forward hateh was pried np and
the exploring party descended. Working their

+way atr, taking every precantion t guard against
surprise in any of the dark passages, the lenten-
ant and his men aoally groped their way to the
cugine room

have been beautiful engines *' ex-
claimed the lieutenant as a laming torch lighted

L up the engiie-room, penctrating s corners wi
a garish light,
abused!”

In none of the cabins, nor in the sick bay, had

i a soul been tound, nor any listinetly ineriminat-

g evidence,  Still the licutenant was not satis-

fied.

“Let us have a look in the shaft tunnel, he
said.  In a twinkling the head of the shatt-alley
was openied, and tne petty officer, torch ia hand,

lcrept slowly in.  Presently he gave a suart,
“*Hello!"" he called. Anybody there?”

A faint sound was heard, as of heavy breath-
ing. The petty officer crept farther in, and laid
his hand on the body of a maun--sull alie.
“Lively here, lads!” he called back. ‘‘There's

“These !

! a mystery here which we'll unearth
It did not take long for the marines to draw

Turming to the exccotive offiecr, Laptain Zeas |

“but tiey have been wofully”
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' forth, withi that tenderness of touch which brave
wen know how to show, the unfortunate prisoner
m the shaft tunrel. Farther exploration showed
that ;more men were stull withm, all of whom
s were extricated with some dificulty.
As soon as the first prisoner had been liberated
o the lentenant bad sent word on deck, ordering
that casage be sent to the erniser asking for
P idie sarge With the surgeon,
Captain Zeabury, nunderstanding by this time

1S assistance.

i that I Dod a dangerows dot of men to deal with,
st g Cora wore salors tully armed. When
e raniorcanents had arrived o board, the
who ko crew of the barkantine was marched for-

Wt ane oo warniag was given that the first man
that dured Lo take o single step aft would be shog
dowir

Ten men tn all were taken from the shaft
v tnoned, and hali a dozen more were tound  after
v limther w , secreted in the decpest part of
o the hold, Upder the skilltul care of the sargeon
f e map fitst extricated  from the shatt tunnel
1 s soon revived, and by the timg he was carried
, o the deck of the coniser, e was able to tell his

story o Captain Zeahury
o The barkaatine, he said, &as the American
¢ yacht Glad 7idings, Captain Henton, on a voy-

age around the world The vacht had been left
+in his care as second officer while anchored off auw
sland on which Captain Henton supposed three
wofortunate sailors had  been ‘marooned. o
reality the island was the home of a pirate band

“'unlu the cad of a Portuguese, Antonio by
name, who bhad tormerly shipped on the Glad
Tadis ind who, with a few others as desperate,

1 had gathered together a motley crew of adven-
turers in China, and betaken themselves to the
island before mentioned.  Much to their sarpris:
one day they saw the American vacht approach-
e, wherenpon nding their old juus up acrock
| and placing three men on the beach as a decoy.
4 theyhad drawn off Captain Henton and a small
t party into the deep woods.  Then, uniting their
forces in one desperate venture, they had swept
down the creck, overpowered the few men left on
hoard the yacbt, aud set sail on a piratical croise
inearnest  The second officer and s shipuates
| had been cruelly used, and twe of the men had
died as a result of the inhuman treatment they
bad received

As Captain Zeabury heard this tale, which
bore every evidence of being true, his face gew
stern, and bringing his fist down heavily ou the
cabin table, he declared that he would at once
Lang the pirates from the yard-arm, if he could
do so lawtully, but that in any case he would see
that they were handed over to the proper author-
iies, who would mete out to them the pumsh-
ment they deserved.

The rest of (he much abused crew of the Glad
7idings were brought aboard the cruiser, where
they received the best of medical treatment, and
the pirates, heavily ironed, were lodged forward
| on the berth-deck of the man-of-war.

Eusign McPherson with a picked crew from
+ Amerwan Eagle was placed in charge of the

Glad Tudings, while a torce from the eongineer's

department set to work to clean up and over-

hau! the machinery of the vacht, v

The course of both vessels was then laid for
the island where Captain Henton and his party
were still presumanly in exile.  As Captain
Zeabury was anxious t o economize coal, the
cruiser steamed slowly, and indeed followed in
the wake of the yacht a good part of the time,
And so0 it happened one hazy night, whether by
accident or by design, Ensign M:Pherson was

| never required to explain, that the yacht dropped
the *“flagship” quite out of sight, and was not
overtaken until the island was reached.

When on the blaff that fateful afternoon Grace
Henton came out of her swom, all her womanly
resolution reasserted itself, and bidding Nicker-
son lose no time in caring for her, she urged him
to look after the captives who had been unceremo-
nisusly bundled out of the canoe ou the bauk of
the creek. Running down the slope the first
oflicer was amazed on coming nearer to the edge
ot the creek to discover that the men who were
bound and gagged were none other than Captain
Henton and the men of his exploring party!

It was but the work of a moment to wipe a
| jack-knife out of his.pocket and to cut the lash-

ings which bound the men hand and foot, and to

release the painful gags from their mouths.

| Captain Henton, pale and nervous, staggered to
» '




