
"(iiingrcnous Ergotism: In this common form, the chcckinfj of flic

blood, resulting from the contraction of the small blood vessels, causes
a loss of a part or of all the limb below the knee or hock, of the tail or the
ears. The form of the disease may manifest itself by the formation of

ulcers at the top of the hoof or between the toes, and a toe may i)e lost or
the entire hoof shed. The affected part dries, a small furrow or line of

separation appears, completely surrounding the liml), divi<linK the living
from the deail mummified tissue."

We are indebted to the Veterinary I)irector-(ieneral at Ottawa for

the following reports of recent ergot poisoning in .Mberta presented l)y one
of his inspectors. Dr. \V. H. McKenzie:

—

January 4, 1!»I.").— I have inspected ninety head of cattle, twelve of
which were suffering from ergotism. Necrosis of the inferior third of the
tail, about (me inch of the superior extremity of the ear, and both IiIikI

feet, was observed in one animal. In two others, both hind feet iia<l

sloughed off at the pastern joint, in another an indented ring circumscribing
the hind leg about six inches above the fetlock joint, below whicii tiie

tissue was gangrenous, in three one claw was absent. The other visilily

affecte<l animals exhibited swellings and lameness in one or l)oth hinil

fetlocks, .\nimals had access to stacks of rye straw since about the
first of November. Owner advises that first symptoms were observed
on or about the first of December."

Five animals had already succumbed to the effects of the poison before

the ins])ection of Dr. McKenzie. Receiving information of a similar case

in the same neighbourhoo<l. Dr. McKenzie inspected thirty-four cattle.

"Six animals were found to be showing the effects of this i)oison, being
lame, having enlarged fetlock joints, and showing a pronounced tendency
to resume the recumbent position. The grain i)ins and rye stack were
examined and a consideral)le (luantity of ergot found. The animals in
(piestion had been fed on rye straw for about four weeks, aiul a slight
lameness was first oljservcd ten days ago. I was informed that a neighbour
who fed rye to jjregnant sows had 28 al)ortions. .\11 rye straw was burned,
and owner instructed to thoroughly clean the rye grain Ix'fore feeding
same."

RiOMKiiy .\N'D Mkans of Contuol: In the case of ergot jjoisoning the
ix'st remedies are iireventive. Care should be taken that no ergotised

grain is sown. .\11 grasses bearing ergot, wherever seen, should be cut

and burnt. During the flowering season, there should be a vigilant .search

for heads showing the glistening honeydew. These infected heads should
!)( gathered at once, taking care not to brush them against other grasses.

Henieinber one drop of honeydew contains j-nough conidia to infect a

whole acre of rye. Burn all ergotis(>d hay, and cloan thoroughly all barns
and stalls where it has been stored. Should animals show symptoms of

pois(ming, their food should be changed at once, and the assistance of a
veterinary surgeon sliould be procured.
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