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Sports a privilege, not a right

by Brian Lennox

The past few days I have won-
dered what I was going to write
for my last article. The CIAU
completed all their tournaments
two weeks agoand I leave the pro-
fessional sports for those who
make their living writing about

For those of you who follow the
NCAA basketball tournament,
there has been a remarkable story
concerning Loyola Marymount
University. On March 4, their star
centre, Hank Gathers, collapsed
on the basketball court from heart
failure. Since that game, LMU
has had the gut wrenching expe-

them. The recent NCAA basket-
ball tournament, though, gave me
an idea for a final reflective
column.

rience of having a friend and
teammate die and then playing in
the NCAA tournament and being
the focus of the media.

PROSPECTIVE GRADUATES
IN MOLECULAR GENETICS

The Marine Gene Probe Laboratory (MGPL) at Dalhousie
University invites enquiries from graduate students and senior
undergraduates who are interested in the application of
recombinant-DNA technology to problems in marine and
fisheries biology.

The MGPL offers exciting opportunities for students graduating
in 1990 with a BSc or MSc to apply molecular genetic techniques
to fundamental and applied fisheries problems, and to obtain
training in advanced techniques. While we are looking primarily
for technicians, graduate degree programmes and work-study
programmes are also possible. The MGPL is associated with the
Ocean Production Enhancement Network, a federal Centres of
Excellence progrmme. Enquiries to the Administrative Assistant,
Marine Gene Probe Laboratory, Department of Biology,
Dalhousie University, Halifax NS, B3H 4J1.

Last Sunday their dreams of a
national championship ended
when the UNLV Runnin’ Rebels
beat them to advance to the
NCAA'’s final four. The LMU
players were not disappointed.
On the contrary, they were happy
to make it as far in the tourna-
ment as they did. They had dedi-
cated the rest of the season to
Gathers.

Without being trite, the expe-
riences of that team should teach
some valuable lessons, not just to
sports fans but to everyone.

We too often forget how fragile
an athletic career can be, never
mind a human life. But Gathers's
death surely demonstrates just
how fragile we really are. Far too
many athletes, no matter what the
level, never consider that their
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athletic endeavours can end at
any time. One injury isall it takes
for an athlete to be unable to par-
ticipate in any sport.

In our competitive society we

really do not appreciate how for-
tunate we are to play a sport. We
forget that it is a privilege, not a
right and it is something that can
be taken away all too quickly.
The story of LMU will, hope-

'fully, be remembered for some

time. The team developed a bond
with one another that no other
team has. Unfortunately, it was
their teammate’s death that
created this situtaion. What it
teaches us is how valuable friend-
ships can develop between team-
mates and competitors.

LMU players have constantly
reiterated that their season was
not about winning or losing but
trying their best and letting the
final outcome take care of itself.
Again, at many different levels in
sport this theme is frequently
spoken of but rarely followed.

If you have played on a team
before, you know that, long after
people don't
recall which person or team won
or lost. It is the friendships that
develop that are [ar
important.

Finally, the death of Gathers
struck people in many ways. Per-

a season is over,

more

LOT O THURSDAYS

Every customer between
9:00 pm - 2:00 am receives
a Moosehead Scratch 'n Win Ticket

and a chance to win:

GREAT PRIZES
EVERY THURSDAY

All tickets are eligible for one of our
grand prizes:
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To enter put your name and phone number on the
back of your ticket and drop it off at the main bar

TICKETS VLID THUSDAYS ONI. .
' ; NEW MA
Dalhousie Gazette

Page 16 Thursday March 29

EXPERIENCED

What are you waiting for?
The Spring “Collection,” now arriving.
Lots of great designer labels at the usual low prices.

Clothing too good to be through

5239 Blowers St.
For people with more sense than $$

.00

I felt remorse because a
friend who T had played basket-
ball with in my hometown also
died of a heart attack two days
later. My first reaction was sad-
ness, but I soon realized there is
another message.

At university, we are in many
ways attempting to secure our
future. University is competitive
but that merely reflects society,
just as sports does. However,
there is much to be said for living
each day to its fullest. There is no
question one must prepare for the
future and have long range goals.
But to sacrifice spontaneity in our
lives, especially in those activities
we enjoy, is a mistake.

Everyone has heard the phrase,
you only have one life. It is an
often used cliche but it is one well
worth remembering. University
only lasts a few years. To miss out

sonally,

on the overall experience is a
shame. Similarly, athletics is an
aspect of our lives that can last for
a short period of time. Enjoy it.

423-7089

Graduation

Sitting e Includes your proofs to keep
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Turn unwanted books into cash.
Back Pages is purchasing
collections and accumulations
of books on a wide variety of
subjects. Cash paid and home
pick up is available. Please
visit our new location.
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