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of certain federal proposais.
Should this optrng out power be

allowed to Quebec alone? Dis-
agreement was immediate and
unresolved.
ASSOCIATE STATE

Then came the concept of an
associate s t a t e-two separate
states, English-Canadian a n d
French-Canadian to act individ-
ually in local affairs; a higher
federal power to hyphenate the
two in common national affairs;
both states to hold a veto power.

But this is unacceptable to the
French-Canadian separatist who
considers it inadequate, and te
the English-Canadian and the
majority of the Quebecois who
consider ithe principle of the
double majority to be unwork-
able.

Pet theories sneaked into the
discussions periodically - ethnie
miriorities were talked about fromn
every possible angle, the idea of
a Republie of Canada was exalted
and abused, The Flag was men-
tioned once or twice, quite timid-

y.Much of the discussion was
provoked by the speakers' morn-
ing presentations. Questions to
the speakers were intense and
varied; the answers were some-
times provocative, occasionally
humorous, alIw a ys interesting.
(The transiators always ignored
the jokes and the ad-libs, a nasty
littie habit.)
SPEAKERS' IDEAS

Obviously, seminar present-.
ations produced many points of
view, which ranged f rom extreme
separatist sentiments te British
dogmatic reaction. To present
them ail in short form is im-
possible, so we intend te deal with
the lectures of ony two speakers.

Professor D. V. Smiley of the
UBC department of political
science gave a paper entitled
"Whither Confederation?"

He said there are two kinds of
demands being made by French-
Canadians: one which, if satisfied,
would enhance Quebec's pro-
vincial powers te give it a new
status within a new kind of con-
stitutional st ru ct u re; and a
second, which would give formai
recognition to cultural dualism in
federal government.

Prof. Smiley said progress can
be made on three fronts.

"First, the position of French-
Canadian minorities outside Que-
bec must he enhanced to make it
more feasi hie for them to resist
assimilation into the Anglo-Saxon
majorities.

"Second, we must work to the
end that French-Canadians play
a larger part in the institutions of
our government.

And third, he said "The most
crucial area for reforîn is the
field of federal -provincial rela-
tions. . . the contracting-out
device p ro v i des possibilities
through which Quebec's desire
for autonomy can be reconciled
with the wish of some or ail of
the other provinces to work more
closely with Ottawa."
AVOID VETO

Prof. Smiley presented a list of
the kinds of changes he warns
Canadians to avoid.

It would be unacceptable to
have a set of federal institutions
s0 bifurcated in their legislative,
executive and judicial aspects
that every decision was subject
to a veto from French-Caniada,"
he told the delegates.

He warned against the possi-
bility of Ottawa being deprived
of revenue to the point where it
could not pursue policies of inter-
provincial equalization.

And he said labor Mid free
capital must be allowed tu move
freely within Canadian boun-
daries.

He termed the doctrine of a
multi-cultural Canada a "mis-
chievous irrelevance" and said
Western Canadians find it duf-
f icuit to appreciate the idea of a
nation-within-a-nation.

"There is a tendency here to
r eg a rd French-Canadians as
simply another dispersed ethnic
group similar to the Ukrainians,"
he said.

"A minority so heavily con-
centrated in one area with so
strong and growing a deep sense
of nationhood is a force not to be
under-estimated."

He predicted separation is
'"very much of a possibilîty with-
in the next decade" and blamed it
not on separatists, but on Eng-
lish-speaking C an ad ia ns who
misunderstand the nature and in-
tentions of the Quebecois.

Another speaker worthy of
mention was Pierre LaPorte,
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COMMUNION OP SPIRITS

Quehec municipal affairs mini-
ster, who comrnented on English-
Canadian reactions to the Quiet
Revolution of Quebec.
APATHY PRESENT

He said English-Canadians are
apathetic to the crisîs, which they
do not consider a critical one.

He analogized the situation to
one where the English-Canadian,
havmng arrived at the station, find
that the French-Canadian train
has already left.

And he said the press has an
obligation yet uniulfilled to aid
communication and understand-
ing between the two peoples.

The press is only too willing to
publish splash headlines as the
FLQ has enabled it to do, but is
hesîtant to present the real story
of the Quiet Revolution in Que-
bec, hie said.

He said newspapers are willing
to publicize the Quebecois as
opposed to Canada and its union
when most do not wish to harm
the union at ail.

Mr. LaPorte discussed con-
federation and the possibilty of
a new constitution.

The constitution as it now
stands is unacceptable to Mr.
LaPorte.

He said what is necessary is a
new confederation in the etynio-
logical sense of the word.

Mr. LaPorte went on to say
it is absurd to believe the diverse
provinces can ail put faith in one
narrow law so flexible that it
relies solely on the whims of the
Senate and Parliament.

"The role of a governing body
is to apply the constitution not ta
f iii in for its deficiencies, its re-
missions."
NEW CONSTITUTION

He told the delegates the
French-Canadian is askîng the
English for a new constitution, a
new confederation, one which is
not rigid and dogmatic, but one
which defines areas of control and
one which guarantees French-
Canadian rights.

"The English are content to sit
back and treat the problem as a
passing one," he said.

The interchange of ideas at the
seminar made one thing clear.
Living in Quebec in the next five
or ten years is going ta be an
exciting experience, and living
with Quebec will be difficult and
demanding. Our attitudes durig
the next few years wil be vital
to Canada's future.
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COMMUNICATION PROBLEM
.. for how long?


