
FOR TUE CHILDREN
THE STORY 0F PETER PUMPKIN-TOLID BY HIMSELF

ACoW ate part of me as the fruit course ofher breakfast. But before this happenedI
had several adventures. In the heginning
1 was just a little seed. One spring, about

the first of June, Uncle Jerry Put me in a warmn
bed in tise ground and I began to grow. For weeks
and weeks nbody took any notice of me and I feit
htirt. 1 became a vine with large green leaves and
bright goldeni blossoms. The blossomýs contained
sucb swecet honiey that the bees came to sec me.
Of this 1 wals glad, for I got lonesome waiting for
throe little boys by the namnes of Tom, Dîck and
Hlarry.

These were the little boys to 'vhoîn Uncle Jerry
b.d said before bringing me to my home in the
gardcs: -Thi-, is going to be a jack-o'-Iantern."

Then the boys shouted and made fun. "Who
ever saw a Jack-o' lantern like that ?" and thcy

But Uncle Jerry promised them, and the boys
.aid they would be there te sec me next Hallowe'en,
Se 1 waited. It did seem an awful long time. I
didn't sec thnat I was growing iute anything like a
Jack-o'-lantern. I was sorry, toe, for 1 wanted to
murptise the ho ys.

Onse day Uncle jerry came ont to the garden
ansd, looking at me, said, "You'll make a fine Jack-

d-lnten."I felt glad, although 1 couldn't for the
life of me uinderstand how it was going te happen.

After that Uncle jerry came often. When I got
tbirsty ise broughit me water and every little while
lie sbook upi miy bed se that it felt soft. 1 tell you
I feît finle. Noýting te do aIl day but to eat and
grow.

At last I ,%otndered if by any chanlce one of those
large grecen things, which were whcre the golden
MAosuoms bad been, were what Unele J erry meant.
one of these was Jarger than the others an-d grow-

fast-
rncîe jerry was pleased wben he saw this. I
led to surprise even bim and make that green

g ue a large as could be.
[any wecks passed and then the nigbts began te,

eôld, Semecitmes- 1 shivered a little. It was
to grow whlen yn felt se cold and I must have
y niearly stoppe..

lia quceer tbing happened. The large green.was changing te beautiful goli. Day after
sassed and finally fi-oU iry great yellow face I

look ont over the garden. Tt was then that
Sjerry came with the boys.

flere hie is," said Uncle Jerry.
ifyl Isn't that a dandy?" said Tom,
Von't that mnake a fine jack-o'-lanter-n ? said

V(e'll cal] him, Peter Pnmpkiu," said Harr.
I became Peter Pumpkin. Uncle Jerry cnt

-je about weinches around my stem and took
sort of cover. Theni be let the boys take turns

rgme out wvith a big spoon.
ndle Jerry made a great big picture of a face
r and car'efuilly' cnit my rind se that it was very
Nwhere tise no.se, eyes and mouth were.
sort of a canidlestick socket was made inside
and arounid it were cut small heles te admit

jir se that tise candle wonild buru preperly.
e ce-ver were heles te allow the bot air and
ý te pass eut.
le boys were much pleased, but how wvere they
-t'y me arouind? 1 was far and away the largest
,'-lantern they hiad ever seen. I was tee large
vert Hlan-y, the largest bey, te carry.«il tell yen whlat Iet's do," said Tom. "I will
y cart and we can put Peter on a box,"
Iie jerry heîped. Hle took an old soap box
astened it securcly te the bottem of the cart
tcrews. Upon tise bex he placed mec, sectiringi
itis four sticks which wvere inserted in boles
corners and tied together over myi liead.

ýnjoyed this hngely. Tise boys shQok hands,
ia ring, and danced aronnd mle and sang:

Peter, Peter, Peter;
Peter Pnmpkin 'Pater;
Peter-Pumnpkin-P>eter.

en Did< anid Han-y ran te the store te get a
.ef candles while Tomn carefnlly backed tise
nto tise garage te bide me from the other
ý, iintil night. Tom must have besinl a bntrry
ening te corne, fer every once in a w hil s
and peced in at the door.
len is and Harry came back wvith the
s Undle Jerry sbewed themi bew te put themn
h ow te light them, Tisas they shiut the door

Unscle jerry lighted a candle. 1 guess 1 must
ýrrùned ini a funny way, for every one lanuised,
en tise boys ran away and 1 became more and

more impatient for the fun toý beglin. I did en
a long time to wait, but I wantdisajppo,)iuted.

As soon as it was dark Toin and uncle Jerry
came and then Harry and Dick., Iiarry ihv l
candie inside of me and put lihe oierlwi e~ i
bis pocke

Dick brought seme, old sheevts anmlýI hos
dressed Up in thei. Vnu ouight t, haive sen 1iprocession w\heu it staIrtedI eit. I \wâ, c l iccentre of initer-est. I grinneld atpopeniltv
either laughied or ran aa rgtud

Tom had an urubrella, whiich he puit ovr Ime ais
we went dewn the street. There wecre oielittle
girls and boys on the next strect wbe \\-cnt to the
samue school and I jusýt shook with Joy thý%inikiug of
the surprise we were gigte give( thiem.l

As we turned the, coirne(r we caine right uiponi
the whole crowd of themi. Tom putlled away thie
umbrella ai-d aIl the- boys howled.' Von ouight tohave seen those little children i-un.

Then the boys shouted and sanig:
This is Peter, Peter, Peter;
This is Peter Pumnpkin Ea'.ter;
Peter-Purmpkin-Peter,

At that the little folks came lmck and mmcidDick, Han-v and Tom. Then wev w eut frorin heu"seý
ter house. Hlow the babies squealedl, andi hoýw thekiddies cried, anîd how the maillomas and papas
langhed 1

As selon as one candle burned ont I)ick put iianother and lighted it. 1 guess flie goo)d tiie \%oild
have gene ou until nîow i f we- hardn't triod to c ros
the vacant lot and scare crotchcty old issMrel
She didn't like cildi-en and thcoy kept clear 'f ier
except at sncb timesýý as this. Tom id an-y hadijust lifted the cart over an ueveni place nerMs
Morrell's window when the old ladyU hersclfaper
ed. I don't know hehe shewafrgtndo
net but the boys we re anld tbe, star-tud on a 1-un1,

The cai-t turwed o)ver aud Y wvas b)roýken i se1veralpieces and left blehlind on Miss Moii-lI vcantl
lot. The boys didn't een-ti look back. It wasn't long,before aIl those little folks were tnckcdshveiu
with fright into their little beds.

And this is thec way it happened that issîMorrell's cow, leuny, had me for part of ber
breakfast.-T'he Circle,.

CkACKER-JÀCK PARTY FOR~ BOYS
A L-ARGETý room with ani openl fiuieplace is es fortisis entertainmcnt, Pad th, floor. ef tire rnemwNith soft rugs ,or blankets. Request tise invited
guesc1èýts wto(icomie in crackrr-jack costumes, or, iuothr .rd, dressed as clowvns. 0f course, thefuninier the dress, the brtler.

T'et the boys dIo all kiluds of stunts, epigsormersanîlts, standing ou their heads, wvalkiug en,their bauds, in short, ail sonrts ef thiuigs, kuen orilyte the inventtive mmid of tise smaill boy. If agreedlupotn, anl amateur show couild be impreivised. someof tise gnests performing and the othlers comnpesing-
the aujdience.

Supper sbnld be served in the dliningi-eoil, th(-boys ssttîng areunld tise table. Tt sheulld be remcmen-bered tisat tise average smnall beyý possesses a vora-cious appetite anid a boutiful supply of good thinigs
should be provided. tnt fergetting the illevitable ice,creamn and cake, fer boys, as wevIJ as girl-, hlave a1weakniess for this pepuilar cemibinatien. Sandwichesq
of ail] kinds, cold tuirkey- anid craniberry saucoha
or tenigue, olives, fruit, lemiouade, and p1luty ofcracked nuits would ble acceptable. AMd a box ofcandy fer cadis, foi- mest beys bave al swveet tontis.

After supper, have tise ladls gatiser about a roaýr-inz leg fine (neo gas abomination), cracik nutts, pop
cern, toast marshmnallews anid tell storivs. A limiitedl
time sbonld be agi-ced uipen for caci relater, auid
tise steries confinced to those of sport and avnue
A prize cani lie given t' tise ()ne telling tise bcs;t
story, this te be decidedl by a vote frem the wboe
Party.

Tise prize sisould bc somethIing peculiarly attrac..
tive te beys. A bat and bail, tennis racket, fisiing
polc,'or an'ything calcuilatcd tei pîcase tise up-te-date
youtis.

A ci-aicker-jaclc Party' will net fail te appeal te
lads betwvecn ten and fourteci, and is both novel and
amusing.

PALSE FACES
Ilere corne, two eyes and a grinny- mntis

And a face ail flerce and black ;
Buit it's on)ily my bruver playing gisost wif me,

Se 'at shivers 'Il ruts downi my back.

PUMFPKIN TIME

A îî ath e l 1 bure, sîîml[1 ri gex

t ' A d i p l ' x îll l o i i , î d ek, x er1g - e h

A\nd thed1w n ltl plllIîiki1 ilî(l h idd otît of sighit.
Wrr th-N still gruemi aiîd înaî

;Xud wle hsiu i i l cne'rounid
Aund tho coin \\: as ciut mud tho iIl laid bai-e

Lyiug, there ou the tzrouîuid
WVve i dozenl Llrgc I)pîpkin, beautifull andf r'olnd

Auid goldei als theý auui nsn
But pmpkis do't ailIll-rl to pumlpkini pie,

lFor thlis w\as the fate of euer.

Nowý Hallowe\'el is coming, with itn tafy ditV01u'11l bc loeiking for a jc-'ïneute
Wed' it be funnyII if yen came aci-oss the fieldWiere the ether 'levers goldeni pumpkins grew!


