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FOR THTECHILDREN j
the Swallow's Nest.

C IARLEY carne frorn school one
Friday afternoon. He was go-

ing home with bis. grandfather, at
whose house lie was Io spend the
next day. It was the ntli of May;
and the drive of ten miles arnong the
green trees and fields was very de-
liglitful.

Tliere were no playrnates .for
Charley at grandpa's; but with a calf
at tlie barn, several broods of chick-
eus, and four kitteus, be found
enougli to occupy lis mmnd. Ht was
up ver y early in the rnorning, snd it'
was a fier ten o'clock wlieu he carne
inito the kitchen rather hungry.

"Look under the cloth on the table,
Cliarley," called bis graudma frorn
tlie sit-ting-room. "You'll flnd a, littît
cake I baked for you. Don't you see
it ?" she asked, corning into the
kitchen. "There, that ont."

"Oh !" said Clisrley, "I thouglit
tliat was a loaf." Iî adThen, taking the cake inbshnd
he sat on a rock at the foot of a
tret a littie distance fromn tlie house,
aud 'negan ta eat with great relish.

Not far from hirn, and a littie way
frorn the other buildings, was thet
corn-barn, and at one end of its roof
wss a bird-bouse, wbicli liad been
taken by two little birds for their
homne. Cliarlev saw ont bird corne
out and Rly away. While she was
gone, ber mate kept watcb at a short
distance to set that no bnrm came
to tht ,tggs that were within.

Charley noticed that, iu ~flying.
theise birds bhad diffrtent motions
frorm tht sparrows and robins which
lived about bis own homne in the *city,
and, wheu lie went nearer, lie saw
that tliey were swallows.

As he watched tlim pass in and
out of their bouse, hie observed that
there wss sornething inside that open-
e<1 and shut like a door. It was
pressed back when the birds wtnt iii,
and sprang into place again as soon
as they were inside. Charlty could
not make out what it was, and ran
to tbe bouse to asc -about it,

"Grandm,rna, he ssid, "is there a

a littie tame fox hie used to have
when hie was a boy, and ever sinice
Nat and Ned had been wild to get
a baby fox to "brîng Up."

Jackson, the hired man, agreed to
go with them that evening when his
work: was done, and' seven o'clock
found them at the'hole in the field.
None of themi saw, a pair of sharp
eyes watching fromthe btish~es

It was bard work digging ini the
stony soul, and, dear me! when they
got to the end of the littie'tuninel in
the ground there' was a great dis-
appointment in store for Nat and
Ned-there were no foxes there!

The owner of the sharp eyes'stole
âoftly away, and if ,she had any
thouglits upon the subject, .and I'm
quite sure she did, this is wliat tliey
were: "What stupid folks togo to
ail that trouble without finding out
beforehand sornething about the
habits of foxes! Then' they would
have known that we always take our
babies and scamper off to hole num-
ber tWo as soon'as we flnd that some-
body has discovered hole number ont.
That is our protection." - Youth's
Companion.

The Two Gowvns.
Bx' MiRiAM S. CLARK.

MY marna has a pretty dress
Of silk, that's rîch and fine;

She wears it when. there's company
Or when she's out to dine;

The collar lias a velvet bow
Below rny mama's face;

Tht skirt is long, and very wide,
Tht aleeves are trimrniied witli lace;

It shines and shimmers iu the liglit,
Ahl clianging, gold and green;

I smile at lier, and whisper low,
"My marna is a queen 1"

My marna has another dress
Tliat's cozy, soft and red,

She wears it' on "borne evenings,"
When I arn goiug to bed;

And after 1 have said my prayers
And wlien I've said good-xiigbt,

I'm not afraid of burting it,
I huig up to it, tiglit,

And say. with arms round mama's
neck,

"Oh, have you ever guessed,
That tliough' your bküe silk gown is

grand,
1 like this dress the best?"

-St. Nicholas.
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