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PThe Toôwn That Overcame Handicaps
S tory of a Co-operative Citizenship That Did Not Eail

By D. C. NIXON

The Port of Owen Saound. Boats Corne up the
Sydenhamn Which Divides the Town.

A More General Vîew of the Port With Its
Variegated Sliipping.

ONCE upon a tirne a town, near the head of theGreat Lakes, grown great in its own estima-
0 tion, began to levy tithes upon the railroad that

had created it. Railways hate taxes as the Irish
despise the gauger. The town being obdurate, there
was nothing lef t for the company to do but pull up
stakes and get out; it would neyer do to establish a
tax-paying precedent. They shifted their works and
divisional headquarters up the harbour a piece and laid
out a new town-site on conditions 10 suit themselves,
declaring that it would not beý long until the verdure
would bie so dank in the old town that miowing machines
would have to precede the trains as they passed
through.

It was quite true that some verdure did exhibit itself
on the streets, and the outside world awaited the tirne
that they might go in and hornestead it. We are too
prone to believe that just because a railroad can make
a town it can also unmake it. This case is only, true
when there was no sane reason for its making it first
place. But railroads, while they rnay establish an
occasional oasis in the desert, display excellent acumen
when the'y pick out lake or sea ports and sîamp them
with their approval. In this instance the somewhat
deserted town allowed the grass to grow until it re-
covered confidence in itself by getting out and hustling
for other railroads and steamship ]ines. They f ound
it had been temporarily unprofitable to harass a rail-
way corporation. 'Their lesson learnied, they set about
the building of a city, and to-day the town stands at
the head of the Canadian upper lake ports, and will
soon absorb the rival of its youth, having grown out
to it.

H ISTORY bas the habit of telling the saine story
twice--or more; and as Port Arthur did not lan-

g-uish and die with the withdrawal of the Canadian
Pacific, neither will Owen Sound siffer because the
samne corporation had reduced il 10 a miere calling place,
with a boat once a week, and created out of nothing a
Georgian Bay terminus at Port McNicoll. But why
shoul this greatest of transportation comipanies make
this change?ý The moving fromi Owen Sound to Port
M\cNicoll is easily explained, for as a late mi-usical
comnedy bas it, "every little mnovement has a mrotive."
Owen Sound and Toronto are connected by rail, by
a road originally known as the Toronto, Grey and
Bruce, that neyer got inito Bruce. It was a narrow-
gauge aifair and constructed on the air-line principle.
It had ant-like proclivities; neyer going around any-
thing il could go over, climhing a steep grade out of
Owen Sound, and negotiating the Caledon Mountain
muit ouf Toronto- Climbs like these mean heavv coal

sins of the father are heaped on the heads of his
heritors. Here is another case where history has a
repetition. Owen Sound might have been much further
advanced had it once in its early youth the foresight
which unfortunately cornes seldonm the right side of
middle age. When the old Northern Railway (now
part of the Grand Trunk Railway system) began seek-
ing bonuses for its lîne from Toronto to Georgian Bay
the varions municipalities along the route came along
with the bonuses; ahl except Owen Sound, which, pos-
sessing the only natural harbour, childishly reasoned
that the railroad would have to corne to Owen ýSound,
bonus or no bonus.

S ILLY child! The directors neyer having heard of
Mahomet, built harbours, one at Collingwood and

the other at Meaford, leaving the foolish, cock-sure
young cock's cornb with a perfectly good harbour but
no railway. And then just to rub the juice of the limie
mbt the still open wound, the Grand Trunk ran a line
into Wiarton to the east. Eventually relenting, flot
out of good nature, but because business policy de-
manded it, a branch was mun from. the ]atter line,
giving the much-suffering town a G. T. R. connection,
but by a round about way, with Toronto. Long before
this, though, the narrow gauge had been the outlet,
and, when taken over by the C. P. R., it was clianged
to the standard gauge. Had the town Iistened to
reason in the early days and bonused, as all towns did,
the old Northern Railway, the line would have fol-
lowed around the shore f romn Meaford on a perfectly
level roadhed; there would not have beeni the necessity
of building artificial harbours aI Collingwood and
Meaford, and who knows that there would have been
any reason for their existence, thoughi 1 am sure that
twill be accused of high treason by both these towns.

Owen Sound realizes its early mistake, and bas
realized it for many years. To-day a company, the
majority of whose directors are Owen Sound men, has
a charter for a railroad from Owen Sound to Orillia,
covering the missing link along the Georgian Bay be-
tween Owen Sound and Meaford, thence to Colling-
wood and across country to Orillia. Opportunity bas
been oifered the .town of Owen Sound to bonus this
road, buy stock or guarantee its bonds, the Dominion
Governmnent providîng a substantial subsidy. The idea
being to construct it and ]ease it 10 one of the three
great Canadian railroads with a proviso that the road
operating il gives the~ other two running- riLxhts. it


